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ADDH}' bS
or THE HOUSE OF RFPRES‘E.NTATIVES
TO THE

pEOPLE OF \IASSACHUS&TTS

Fellow Czt:zer:s.—'l"hc House of chre-
gentilIves of Massachusetts, having nearly
conpleted the ordinary duties of the ses-,
sion, Npon the eve of an ad_]oummcnt are’
iwhlftd todelay their departure for their
homes. by the intc lligence just received ot

v, rdeclared by the United States, aguinst
G. Britain. Fhuugh the recent course of

Wic aff drs has led some of us to antici-

+. this event, as the natural and inevita
ble conscquence of the infatuation which
b« presided in the national councils, and
o the fatal desertion of vour interests by
gome of vour own Representatives in Con
gr ss ; w t we are sensible that this cala-
miny witl fall upon most of yan as,a sud
den and unexpected visitations “and be re-
~'ed bv you as an instance of intoncei-

§ l- follv and desperation. We also
kr w, that it will be natural for you to

Jook towards vour State Le gishture, tor
the sugpestion of some meins of relief
fr-in a condition so repugnaut to your wish-

es nd interests.— Viost glddl\ would we
d- ote our time and exertions to any

mrans of repalrmg the mischief already

beysun, er of uvertlng the ruinous conse:

quences whigh await our country. But
our dispesitions, uniess secouded by the
active energies of the people, can be of no
gvail. . The svstem deliberately adopted
at 2 former Scssion for securing permanent
poweT to 2 m: qullt\ of the Senate 1o defi

ance of the voice of the people, impedes
and ‘eteuts the expression of the public
will. [he -tpprobauou of War mec ns\rcs
by » minority ip this branch, and by cer-.
tuin me mbers of Congress from this state,

exiib,is vouas a divided people to those]
who trrumph 1o your divisions, as asource;

of their own power, and the Nationsl Gu
vernment has been induced to believe that
your fears and dissentions combined with

your sober nabits, and npatural aversion
froin the appearance of opposition to the
laws, are suflicient pledges for your tame
acquicscence in the abandonment of vour
local 1aterests, and for your supporting,
“at :he expense of your blood and treasure,
awar, unnecessary, unjustifigble and .im
pelitic ; which, under the pretence ot vin-
dicating the mdcpendence of our, countr:
lgam&.t a nation which does not threaten it
must roH probably consign your liberties
to the care of a tvrant who has blotted cv-
erv vestige of independence from the con
tinent of Eurape.
Havifig prescnted a 'empyrate and res-

pectiul memorial to Cougress, praviog|

th:m (o avert the evils of war, without et-
fect; it go longer becomes us ta coneelt
our sentiments upon the causes and tenden: | -
ev of the pre:ent war. The time perhaps
approaches. when, like other minions of
Freach power, and icfluence, we shall be
expected to'abiserve a timid and profound
dlcuce upon the measures of administra-
on. A war| begun upon principles so
Du'ﬁgcouq to public opinions, to the fee

supported onlv, by the. vmlence which des-.
trovs the freedom: of - speech and endan-
gers thelibertv ot the citizens.  But while
our chamber is not vet encompassed by a
standing army, and the writ of habeas cor-
Pus 1snot suspended, we willlift up a war-
hisg a veice to our constituends, and Lap-
Prize them of theirdanger.

When amidst the peaceful scenes, in

r'y .

which for.thirty years, you have beén aa-&.

customed to'repose, you are made to‘i'el-
lize thavwar exists ;—=when

{are now exposed to capture and to confine-

lings and interests of this people, can be |

you ﬁﬁd’thaf -'
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juries hava been sustzune-d that were enti-
tled §® Fedress. But though the measure
of injury. cannot affect the right of prepa-
| ration ;5jt ought not to be disregarded by a}
\v\'ue nation in its attempt to procure atpne
ment, by a resort to the last extreasity,
Without stopping upon this most solemn
occaslon, to notice the insinuations and as
sertions so lavishly mmdéy of a plot to dis-
member the Union, by the employment of
secret emissaries, and the attempts to ex-
cite Indian hestilities, mslﬁu.mons anfd as-
{ sertions; wholly unsupported by proof, and
which furmsh congclusive evidence of a
want of more important reasons; we may
consider the causes assigned by govern-
ment for this appeal to arms, to be, in
suhstance,

I |

First—The imprécsment of American’
AlNE€lle |

Se co?lv—-‘l'he prin{ iples of blockade,
imputed to thes Brisish government, by
which ports not actu: :Ih,; invested may be
considered as subject to blockade.

Thirdly, and prm.cnpally—The Orders
'n Council.

In regard to the nnpresqment of our
seamen, the B h government. have at no
period pre*tende? to the right of tuking
them, knowing them to be such Thex
claim' the right of visiting neurral sh!pq in
search of the¢ir own subjects; and in the
exercise of it, abuses, though to 2 much
less extent than thé people have heen led
to believe, have been practised. But the,
conclusive remark upon this subject isth t
Mr. Monroe, now Secretary of State, ard !
Mr. Pinkney, the preésent Attorney Ge-
neral, had made an arrangement with..the'
Brmsh government;” for the protection of
our seamen, which in their judginent
would have been perfectly. competeut to
that object.. Bt this arrangement, Presi-
dent J-fferson, evidently_and , fatally. de- .
termined to, preserve, every- seurqe of frri. |
tation, refused to copfirm; ~ Since that pe.
riod the British ernpment has alwave
professed a wuhngss to enter_BpPal RaW
arrangcmcnts-ﬂ-thmr minister has latelv ex- |
pl;culv offered to gbtain. the restoration of
every' American ecaman, upon being far-
nished with alist of them. . We cammot but
1dd, that the,Senate of this _ommonwealth |
has refused ta. ‘coneyur wi the Ho’hsc in
the means of proguring from, everyitown a
list of their impressed . citizéns; the, mum
ber of which we have, reason to believe
would appear quite mconsldtrable in com-
parison with the exiggerated allegations, of
our adminjstration, as well ag with those
wvho by this act of their own government,

sta

ment in prisen ships. ,

Upon the question of cansrructwe 61506-
adrs. separate from the orders in council,
which rest on special circumstances, there
can be no prgtence fora controversvy in-

volving the necessity of war. .. The British
government has declared, in “ offic:al com-
munications,”. thatto constitute a. block 1de

‘ particular ports must be actdallv inves
ted and previous warning glvcn to vess
sc.s boupd to, them not to enter.” . To.this

Lﬁnmon it 1s underat.ood tHat t‘n& Anteri-
'can vernnient asscnts,, But it is allp
ed that G. Bruam vmla}tes her _profrssed
lm‘htauop of this Tight of bloc'karle., ‘by her
orders in. council, which are, in effect, a
congtructive bhckaqe of Francc, and !‘itr
dcpendencxes. 3 e

It is, far from tne dmposman of y your, re-
Erescn;atwcs to mvcslagatc tbﬁreason.a@ad
vanced by Great Britain in defence of this,
measure, which her"_ esent ad ministrafion | -
consider essential (o .the maiptenance of
her independengg. - But we. may confident. |s
ly appeal toggour good sense, fora confir-

mation’ of e solemn truth; thatwar a-

{of events, wil)ig

|crees, explicidy édmlts,

rCc:mst.n:t.u:mn was digested  and has

v g 4 _ ‘ﬁ‘_“ SR :_'_ . 5 -
try and your brave scamen will ‘fall 3 prey
to their fleets, which cover the ocean. . ¢
This cursory view . e alleged cause: -
of hostility, compared with your own ob-
servation, - and mcoﬂmnan 'of ‘the cours: ;
you 16 judge not on-;
ly of the sif -of the admmmtrmon
but of the soli of their motives.. Wc
beg vou also to recollect that the French
Deccrees while they were mach moye out-
rageous in principle. were long anterior in
tume, and thercetore first demanded resis-
tance from our government, and thatitap |
pears by public documents, that the Or
ders in Council would. have been revoked,
had not our -administration - thoughg, pro-.
per to connect the revoc: fion with a tlaim
for the relinquishment of principles of
blockade, which are now. _recogm’d as

conformable to the Law of Nations, From
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ceas, and perpetuadng in our Lount the
party influence agd power ofits adv
dv ado;mzig and rtmacnously ,adhenug o
his svstem, th¢ parwy in powety, advinced
' 5o far to retreat without d?awd:tﬁ They
nave calculated that adhange of their mess-
ures would be a éonfession of -
that this must be follSwed by the: furtr:l‘
turg of their clair to public, confi letic
But™in war; the Jgrstthat can befall they |
is the logs of effice and of pow:-r, and they
are not, without hope of ﬁndug a reluge
from censure and contemps, in the mork
violent passions which are ifiscparable fram
a state of war. Ay B

. It is by thege mearia, fellow-citizens, in _
our apprchension, that vou are gow. invol-
vedin WAR. | The event fem#‘a new e-
ra in our national history. “It is dgpsevent
awtul, unexpected, . hostile to your inter-
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these considerations we are constramed by
a sense of duty to express our fears and|
Lcrsuasmn, thatthe de;alorable event which'!

43 NO§E come to pass, 18 @ttrxbutablc to -
other dauses. ~The' mpst. prominent - of
these is the, embdrragsment arising from
the precipitace declaration of the Presidgnt
of the United Stgtes,*’that the Frénch de-
crees, which . vmlat::d our- commercial |
rights, were repealed. . Thiu amn_ce
has been.contradicted by a series nts
and .circurmrstances, . which leave no room

for doubt.. By the sinking and buriing of
our vessels o the high scas; by the tor-
mui declataiag ul th= French government
enforcis ot 2 l;fymg those decrees;.

and finally, b} “the Iz nguage of the last Pre-
<1-lential - me; L0

.Congtess, - which,
while it still .zs;' e repeal of these de-
that smée the
riod of such pretended repeal, * her. gov-
ernment has authorised illegal captures by
iy privateers apd public ships, and that o-
ther ouirages have been practised on our

4 vessels and our citizens; and that no in-

demnity f&beun provided or plcdg‘cd for
Frenck spohatmns on the property of oup
citizens.” It is thus mamfesty that ;hg
moék revacaz:on bf thiose decrees is an
sult to coifimon sense.. Yet to duguuc
the impasition. practxsed upon our exccu-
tive, 10 gratify 1ts wotinded pride, and e:
vade the retracuon of error, we are cali,ed
‘upon to hazard all.that is dear tq a nation.
Anotherahd more remote cause of this .
war, we are (.ornpd'lled.to refer ta a dispo-

nates 1 our nationgl. counc:ls, to- agg
dize the Southern and Western, States: at
the expenge of the  Eastern section of the
Union.:. It is uaquestionably true, that
the pdrnal local interests of the people of |
the different states might,, by a. spirit of
accommodation,. bg so blendid and. re,con

ciled as to produce a great and har

ous whole, capable of secusin.g the hight

a_system coeval with the formation of our
I;»een
unceasinglv pursued to create and securea
preponderance of weight and power over |
th€ commercial Sfates.  Whatever tends

terest, anel: prevent the accumulation of |
wealth ia those states ; whatever discour- |
ages the increase of their poPuIaufm and |
encourages emigraiion from them j what-
ever will contribute to thé extgnsion of .
terltory in the Southern afid Western Te

ol glon, by conc ucat or othcrwxsc,,vnll tha-

tt:nally contr utc to the attaioment of that
obj ect.,
ted to ce th se-effects. &
The ﬁmt resukmillbe a wide arid waste-
fql sweep | urrvesae& ares The

s m E’ uset is her mm 1~

lo;;mf it is uretnevablc,{s it

cOnstitutes - “PM gﬁ* to_a

ﬁ% reat Bntam dloni', at ;he npoment

ares. h;:t TS i ,
edy whm#qr;n revbcmongf he ? _

% supply the exhausted treasuryg
money has been, 1squcd.—and tfha dlrcé‘t
and burdensame ' taxes must be i
mpon your lands end your |

while the méans of prnvadm jor

ment are dimmhhed s we‘feet W
mqmmwe an_ '

P‘Y'
wﬁat

and-het. &e

ngtless'

nlanter, d:m 3¢ 0

to check the growth of the navigating ih-

€ war. now comm:n.eecf’ 15 ada”

; -_pb.em the old.,

ests, fmenacing to vour llhertlcs, and. re-
It destroys your -

-voltiag to your feelings.
' confidence in. the protection which the con- _
st;tuuon mtcnd toaff rd, ¢g4mst,¢ﬂ' wa

repugnagt to the intorest. and witl of 1he

“people ; and proves that yqur &oﬂgress is
n. greater g4 hjcction to.. Executive  infide

-ence, and to thé-passions of the few, thag

to the.ascendancy of dlapasswnate coun=
cils., But your duties are greatin propf
tion to the mAgnitude of the exigen
the trialimposed upon your forti
patriotism. 3 -y

Your are the .citizens of one totmtry.
and bound to. support all constitutional lawg |
until bv a peaceible cHange of men,nyou
can. effect the repeal of such a8 are gbnodk
ious.. You must, also defend vour coun-

"“"“l

v I; ,"-..- -3

“try against invasion by any, foreign encpay

without weighing the justice or, necessity
of the war. We pray vou te discourage
all attempts Jro obtain redress of grie-
vances by .any, acts-.of yiolence or ccmey
binatjons to oppese the laws.. ;: ¥our hab:tx
of obedience to the dictates of suty, your
just and temperate. views ‘gf your ségial &

pelitical’ Qbhgahons, yeur, ﬁrm-atta?hmnc
to- the Constifmtion; are -pled
“orrectness of your conduct-— hen a great

pegble find. ¢ l;lemschrca oppressed hy the

'measures of their government, when tht:[g
just rights are neglected, their jotercsts -

overlooked, their op;nmusdlareg‘arded &
\their respectful petitions received. with su-
percilious. contemb&. 1t; is impossible for
them to submit.in silenice. . In.other
i\lts,

sition in. many, whase influence predoml-ﬂﬂéw such. occurrentces. produte fu
ran- rebellion and .civil war.

utm our counsy
try, a peaceable remedy. may und fow
“these evils in the Consututmnu itnatcdy
however, as you now are, everyman musé
be quick to uiscern,.and active.to¥apply
this remedy., It mustbe evident to_you;
that a President who was;mi > this wary
is not qualified to make peace 5 and tha®
' the men who have eoncurred in this act of

degree .of ‘nauonal felicity .and sm:ngth - desperation, are. pledged to Pttﬁvcl'e 1&
But we canuotdnsgutse our coaviction, that i this course, regardlcas of all conscquen

Display ther the Majesty.of the peop
 the exeércise of yaur rights, and sacrifi .1!
Lall narty fcelmgs at the altsr of cpr,‘cdu
try’s good, resolve to ‘dllplaec_ thoge. who
| have abused their pawer; and bchﬁy?d theiw
trust., “Org nize a peder Pa ‘thronghout
.your couatry, and let all other. -party dm-
 tinctions v.pish.; <Kigep a atf.adl' eye upo
on*the President Eleumn:,
bér that if 3: ose. fatal | cy p lmg
air 3 audgif the abet.
entrusted mth mn-
ting ity you will have hoth
Fx for yearsto come, B@t-
the Warrior, and.garments rolled in bleod ;
and ‘that if you shoeuld by t"aid aei:(;lleu
 rate the mL 8f Great Britain, you would °
mei'ely delivér over your lexhausted touns
? and enslaved posti:hty to tbﬁr&omlmah
a tyraut, whose Want ofegower alone re«

giqn ralscd to the

'tors of war are.to

straing him from the'exercise of tmhmm'd
dugptﬁm on.the ocean, and the tv-
4| ranny, 1p the néw world wltu:h*e

t‘, .md N
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you intg lfm ultcmmPlad ‘calimityy is a
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