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TO THE!HONORAHIE

" j4.[,THOU'G}H' you were -elected to}

(gTesSs certainly without my concur-
ce, yet [ presume that as a Citizen of{ -
' ﬁ;strl’t which you represent, I may
« the honour.of hcmg considered one
_d.a your ** Constituents.” As such your
.cul ar of th instant. is addressed
lme__m ich I take the lLiberty of
¥ mmenting upon it. The question between
¥ o and the People is not, whether the

War nw hizh we are engach 1s to be pro-

uted with vigour——whether obedience
“d‘tm the wh declares it, or
:Hether the persofiil and: pecupiary servi-

s which it exacts ought to be rendered?
Upon these points_there can be no doubt,
go differnce of ﬁbmﬂn Here will be
fomd that unanimity’ of sentiment which
hecomes Amerigans. All are indeed rea-

4o to rally around the standard of their
Country But the momentous subject of
dis-ussion at the bar of your Constltuents
js, ought that War to have been declared ?
are you justified before them for havmg
imvolved vour Country in all its horrors
gnd calamities ?

Yougive us, Sir, at full length the Pre-
s”'rqt-; \Tt“aﬂgc and endeavour to rein-
furce its persuasives to War by embellish-
ments and repetitions of your own. Dis-
crling whatever is calculated to mislead
or perplex us, let us fairle and plainly ex-
gmipe what are the grounds upgn whichthis
gopeal to urmms is attempted to be justified.
Th' Inincessment,of our Seamen forms in
your Circular, & conspicuous cause cf War.
It s not, it cannot be pretended by you
thu anv e claim has been advanced on
this sul iqﬁg"
pr actice has of late been particulacly inju-
rious; t2 our Seam~n. You know, or ought
t~ know, that the Britieh never did asscrt
the right togimpress. American Scamen—
and that  they never véfuse to surrender
them when the evidencesoftheir citizeaship
ar exhibited.  Thev doindeed claim the

right n* taking their own Seamertout ofour
Shlm& their officers in exercising this right
no douht Ao accasionally impress Ameri-
cans. The similarity of language, manners,
and dr =s renders it difficuit to distinguish
berween themy & iurumhessomctlmes apre-
text and often: a real cause for mistake. * If
this motter did not admit ofregulaUnn, and
the BEritish r{'ﬂuqeu to come toany _]umr
rngements uy’mn the subject, then indeed
might we stund. justified in resorting to the
st argnylent of Nations, to the sword, to
seitle it.4-But'is it so? —A man who has
had + oy'r opportunities ouglit to know that
ytish Government did offer to the A=
Commisgioniers - Munroe - and

regsment of Americans if we would pass
1 law which should prohibit the graating
of protections to Britith Sailors. This fact
sstated inthe letters of these Gentlemen |
o Mr. Madisonof 3ith Ney. 1806. You
know ' also that an informal arrangement
was actually made with the British Gov-
ernment, which desrgned to prevent and
which these ! Gentlemen believed would
Envent all inipressments from American
Ships exceptin notorious cases of desertion
where we could not with reason object to
them.—This arrangement was rejected by
Mr. Jefferson.—You speak of six thou-
tand applications for relicifrom impressed
Scamen.  Mr. Blackledge, you owe itto
tuth and to ¢candour te speak more plainly
~less” insidiously.~—~Do you mean to be
understood aé - asserting that thefe now is
that number of impressed Americans?— |
Itie npt s0.—~Do you mean to state that
dince @he institution of the American Gop-
ernment up-so thisday, during a period of
twenty: #hree vears, this is the sum. total
of : all*thc cases; spuyious. as well as genuine,
which , havy Qm# wd of ! :If g0, why
did_you: not | state further how many of
he¥ wege from persons; not entitled to re-
»dreag cayse thcy wereé not Americans —

w matw were: released immediately up-
tn app!u:anon’ orthow many thought pro-
per-toremain, nmwidmtandmg theirlibera+|
ordered? —-And why did you not
e ebple‘%hatsm-kue-a& ‘the 15th
BrmshMmlstcr Mr. Fos+
srethe refease of 4ll such
18 ﬁiir §dmmmtrauan would

: ‘ And pra)f Sir, wheraj
in ing story .about|

aur enemv—or that their/

e

'we would Wmm clm:n to protact snluecsofwm |
| §iLLIAM BLACKLEDGE, Esq.

British Seamen by our ﬂag. I am nol;wﬁ-
ling to inyolve my Country ina War to
British Sailoys from impressment, in
the dtscouragement of our n:ae Tars.
One causeof War ifsl understand }your
Circular we were fortunate enough
chase from n ‘Henry at the th
price of fitty

lic money. According to the statement

ployed’ by the Govenor of Canada at a time.
when the Govenor dréaded a war and i in-
vasion ‘from America, to spy out our se-
crets, to discover the extent and natyre of |
our differences, and to encourage the Eas
tern  Ven, if they were so dis
sed, to resiax”the meniced War at
risque of a dissolution of the Union. How
much.of this is true depends greatly on'the
credit of this ** artful” and bribed infor-
mer. Care was taken by the Président to
prevent his examination, by sending him
off in a Public “Ship to France before his
communications were published. ‘But if
it be all true, and even if his employmeant
had been sanctioned by the British Gov-
ermnment (and you know that Mr. Foster
and the British Ministry deny that it was)
are we ogpw to go to war about 'it to ]%;
vent the ‘British from using Spies hercd
ter? Then I presume the war must be
perpetual.  Certainly upon the same prin-
ciple we dught to have declared war agafust
Spain also. Shectormerlv had her agent
Powers successtully emploved with Judge
fones and others in Kentucky planning a
severance of the Umm].-—(,crtamly on the
same principle we furnish a just cause of
war against ourselves by the actual em-
ploymentof similar Agentsin East- Florida.
The President insinuates that it is pro-

that the Indian-war has been ¢xcited by Bri-
tish Agents. Upon this subject your Con-
stituents demand of voa the proofs which
bear out your dssértion. John Randoiph
early in the session called for them in Con-
gress, & called for them in vain. Mr. Foster
thought it due to the honour of his Goy-
ernment to repel the aecusdtion with dis-
daip-—Where is thelevidence?—Ifitexist,

det it be given and it at once justifies you

in voling ﬁ:r twar.—t will vindicate your
vote more | umes of such Lircularsy
as you have m’ltte —But if it do not ex-
I*-tanmh not the honogr of your Cquns,
trvby 4 calomiv against 1ts enemy. Un-
til such a cha irze be proven, and instead of
proof vou give us only furious declama-
tion and abuse, itought not to be believed
of anv civilized nation. I have heard it
said that English arms & Blankets have been
found upon zhe Imdlans——ls it mot known
that these are common articlesof trathc—&
in fact that they are in part furnished ¢o the
Indians from our own government siorés?
The Citizens of our frontiers it is said, im-
pute the Indisn war to British instigation—
I fear that it may be. much more justly at-
tributed to another cause, to the cu pidity
of our frontier men for the Indian lands.
At all events we demand, and we have a
right to demand- that this éharge be proven
before we hold you guailtless of the blood
which may be shed on aecount of it.
Impressments—British Spies+—and In-
dian Cruelties, are convenient topics'to ex-
cite popularfeeling, and to makeup if pos-
sible for the deficiency in the cause which
alonie octcasioned the declaration of war.—
If Sir you have @iny ground to stand upox
warTanting your vote for an appeal to arms,
it is to. befound alone in the Orders in
Council.—This was the point upon which
hung the .question_of - ‘peace. or war—add
this merits an examination ot 4 more par-|
ticular kind.—~In-revi ithese “Orders
touncll vousecm uttérly to have. forgot
t they had any connéction whatever with
the French Decrees; and yet justice rve:
quires they should be considered as. ﬂowz-
ing out of fhese and, as a conti
return of the same species of comm

-| warfare which:ghese introduced. ‘The Ber-
lin Decree ldsug parte on'the 21st
N ov. -1806, declared g:nt Bﬂtam Nocka

merce with her or iggher
and  lawful pri !
coming from her, or’ hcr

hermuﬁsctnra--y'rmhp'

.,..ftLu hew

pur-
Joh ugtntc
thousand = dollars et th an

of this *“‘ unprincipled” man, ae was em- |

bable, and you éoldily charge it as a fact|;

aded+by Sea m@ﬁd—-pmhnbn gll com-

All .ﬁmhcwmla
‘that had entered his ports were ordered ito

confiséated aud sold, -and .the proceeds
p-ld intu his private purse. ' The objectof
~barbarous mode of warfare
 was plam!v to be s¢en. On the part of
rance the Besign was to aim amortal blow
a.t ‘the British com:nerce, and to intimidate
terrify neutrals into a concurrence with
this plan.” On the part of England it was

L

should be broughi upor France to-compel
aparte to abandon his desperate sehgme,
ich.threatened her very existence.  The
‘Freach Emperor declared that his decrees,
%hould remain the fundamental laws of his
Ewpire until the English should: renounce

¢ | what he called the new principles of block-

ade—and ; that they .should be enforced]*
against alf Nations who did not agree to
make.common cause with him. The Bri-
tsh government annqunced that they would
repeal -their orders when.and net befor

France annulled her ‘de..rees. Under the
combined operation' of these decrees and
orders, Amcrlcan Commerce was harras

sed, & various expedxéats were from time to
time adopted torelieve it. On the 5tn Aug

irs promlsed our government that the Ber-
Lin and Milan decrees should be revoked on
'the 1st Nov, following, provided that
Great Britain would in consequence of that
declaration repeal her orders in Council
and . renounce the principies of blockadé,\or
if shie did not, that America would enforce
respect fot her ncutral rights. This vague
promise the President of the United States
was pleased to take for the deed itself. Oun
abe 2d Nov. he proclaimdd that the French
decrees were revoked, gnd demanded of
Britain to perform her promise of repeal-
ng her orders in Councili The British
Government ofi the 29th December in an-
swer to this a plication declared that they
were then reidy to abandon the orders
i tnis were all which the rcpcal of the
French decrees rendered necessarys = But
that the promise of Bonaparte requxrcd al-
50 that they should first renounce whatke
called the new principles of blockade—
that 1 lsto say;, as stated in the Berlin de-
cree, the right of blockadingby. a maritime

-edemy.. his ports harbwﬂ; and-the
mouths of his rivers, This right con-
secrated by the Law of-- Nations, the
most vafuable which their naval saperiority
gave them, ‘and which they deemed essen-
tial to their safety they refused to renounce. |
— A non-intercourse law with Great Bri-
tain was then enforced-——which has ever
since continued. . In the mean while the
French continued to plunder, to burn, and
to sink our vessels coming under the opera-
tion of the Berlin and Milan decress, and
to evince in the clearest and most unques-
tionable’ manner; wiat might have been
foresecen at first, what had been declared
'%n the decrees themsclves, what had beéen
repeated in every shape official and unoffi-
cial; that nothing less shan War with Bri.
i4ain would procure for us an exemption
from their depredations.— A long, and em-
barrassedcotrespondence, as te the extent
in which a partial reveal of the French de-
crees  might produce a like repeal of the
British orders, was carriedon between our
Secretary of State fad theBritish Miuister.
Nuthmg satistactory di‘d» or could result
'fram it. To cut the) Gordian kuot, war
 wag declared with Englang |

This, sir, is as cofrect a atatement of
the important facts conhected with the ques-
tion as brevity will admit.—It 1s carcfully
extracted' from oﬁc:al documents before
me. Now, sir, upon. thisstatement it is ap-
parent that we just—cause of offence
both with Franc
are callled upon in the name of your Con-’
stituents,~=and you. cannot escape the r.aLl,
you mhust answer it—you are called upon
't sav why, under- these circumstances,
[did you’select Franuc{ as a friend and En-

gland as an enemy 2 y did you embark
your ‘Country on ‘the side of Ftance in :::I
sftremendous War _which.she wages agait

rlm-’kdver&am% . It it adle—qu is

ed the British orders in Counci

ty and November 1807, W@»
tiril 1309 - qndmw Gomi Y

R nepﬁm “otr Immortal thi‘ngtm?
Was it from. the sax ]
ou-

S-ﬂf J“ : _-f. ;,':'..-.

e m-uunccaosay neteto

CORITOvgrSY,

xpectcd by the savere -pressure whlch ;

10, the Fréfieh Secretary for foreign at |

brce the commercial unfortiﬁed towns of {

ist years ago !—With equal, Jqﬁ;@*—- .

'England.—But yo uiga;

geat. Brnam taxing 1
F amount of twen

. \ltatcment ot the effect o

" m-Your ag«
hoclatca in Poht:cs hnvesmhé'ﬁ}nua indeed
referred to»thc British . Blockade of May
1808, as giving birth to the Berlin dcu'eé- :
with what
propnety this has Bbenmﬂ mto the

slnce e ds ! this
%tﬂed bettff en
. Monroe,—Mr. Fose’

question *was com
Mr, Foster and
ter declared that upon a revocatmn ofathe
Orders in Counml -this blockadewill not
continue without an adequate for\x‘ mam- |
tain it——and with such a foree:it. Ak
ted en our part to be le .—-BS&QI a8
not * been the ﬁrat to tell us sh&wlllput
recede from her ip _)usucm”——ln Jast'sue
lemn communication - of .the Bfitish Min -
1su:r of June 14th, he positigely dxdares-—- ‘
* -1 will now suyghat l{ee&tmﬁ - autho~
rized to assure you that if yolk tan gt
any -time produce a full and umﬁmﬁoﬁy“
al repeal of the Freanch dec v asiy
have,.a right to demand it &
racter of a neutral naiion; and t.hm. MQ
disengaged from any connection witltahe - ¢
question concerning our maritime rights,
we shall be ready to.meet you 'w*afa-
vocation of the O?rs in Councih”—Buf
what savs our good iriend. the' Em
N apoleon ! He explicitly tells us mm
world, in the Report of the Duku of Bas-
sano, his Minister of Forcign Relations,
to his Senate on the 10th March last, t:)u.t
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propertv—until the right of search ghall aot
be exercised by the armed vessel withia
cannon shot<—and until kades be cone
fined to those ports only which are invcsted,
bésieged, and in dan r of being takcn--.
the decreesof Berlin & Viilan shall s

for those nations whose fi: dcnatwm
alized.—1f this be not an owﬁi of his
determination not to recede from his ipjus-
tice, tell me I pray 'you, how is susha de= *
termination to be expressed? The De~
crees arc to he enforcefguntil we furce the
British to adopt priaciplgs which JLawg

of Nations do not warrant

which
1o right to insist upoo ; and which we cans ,
not compel them to admit —They are tm:tl,"

to continue jarc*per:—-unlcas we ge swlc
with him and thus save our flag fr llu-

from her to which we ought not to submit,
you mention an actof Parliament of March
1808, imposing 2 duty on American cote .
 ton exported from England t6 France. A€
'the time when Great Britain in r liation

of the Berlin ‘decree had prohibited alf
trade of neutrals to Erance, she offered to
them by this act the alternative either to

enter England, pay the transit duty to
proceed to France, or stay away -from
France altogether.  This _ alternative

which the British ministry -represented
48’ an accommodation ‘to the Americag

shipper, was received by us as equady
injurious to our rights, and as un

fal to our feclmgs as _the Orders in mev-
cil which it prg d to mitg: -io

We remonstrateds, and by -order o
ﬁty was repeal
municated by \lr-,

King, Dec. 1808, the
Canning to Mr. Pmk%‘ﬁth Dec.. 180“&

.This revocation was
by Mr. Madison to Coigress in:Jua
Can it be possible, Mr. Blackle
you are se ignorant as-really not to
that the collection of this transit ‘daty 'y
abandoned in the same year in whmh;; wWag
imposed~Orare you so uncandid as urge
upon your (..onsutucnts as ad e 1IgCay
of war, an injury which has ci; sd -0 Exe

Great Britain inflame the minds'o t he

ple to war with us by alledging th :
olated the treaty of peace in int
obstacles to the recovery of
due her merchants——or ou ha'3
in' your list of injurics the detend
western pom,—pomts settled in oy
ot 479‘4- 1‘," k th ¥

our remarks upon,
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