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CONVENTION OF NEWJERS‘EY
Proceedings of a Convention ot Delegates

ol the People of New-J¢rsey, ¢ n ia

¢he several Counties of #aid Stat€é, and

held by public appolitment at the City

of LUrenton, on tﬁe “4th day of Julv,

1812

The Del Lg'lt@ bﬂl‘l
o'ciorky BT ocegded to the pomination and
choice of a Chawman and Secretary, and
diil unaniwously appoipt JowaTaan Er-
yre, of Comberland, Chatrman, #ad Joun
Qu: wATER, of Bergen, Secretary. ®

O- motion, *Ordered.— That the names
of e Delegates present be mserted on the
minates as follows :— '

Bergen County.~ John Qutwater,, ﬁ

.«-t'

CU“ T¢ [hLeun.

Fusox — Aaron Ogden, j'eremnh le-
l-li‘t-’- "'1 s B. 'Davton.

NiiddieseXe——James Schureman, Emu-
ties  Beatty, ‘Lhomas -M’Dowell, John | g
? T

S. int.l‘at.t ——Rlchﬂrd Stockton, John D,
W. [cnbrooky Elbert Stootoff, (.ﬂw
B. Tavtur; john Wy ckoff.

Morris—John Kinney, John G. Coo-
Er.

P ;i-anm(,ulh—i-Elins Conover, Thomas
Henucr 3'&1‘1,] unes H. Imlav, p awvid Craig,
Join Sullweliy) William . Lloyd, William
L.viie, James Lloyd. =" %
Hanterdons=—Aaron  D. = Woodruff,
Wiiiam Peus, Charles Ewing, John Scud-
der, ] ha  Coryell, William S, Moore,
sscph Phillips, ]th Sctevens, James
S:n nscn, William  Maxwell, Jonn E.
Forasan, Jonn Carpenter, Ira Jewell,
Juiies Whites™
- Uuwlingrop.—=John Black, William

Gr ult‘l'tq.P Whh im Cexe, George Ander-
g0, William Irick,. Charles Eliis, Rich-
ar(! u,ox,ﬂmue]] Redd, Edward French,
Wiliam Pearsen, Iuseph Boltwn.

(noucester.~~Franklin. Davenoo#t, Jo-
shuy L. Howell, €harles French, Samu-
el W Hargson, Samuel L. Howelly Sa-
micl P ul, Joseph V. Clark, John
Piscunt, Fames Batten, Daniel Carre!l.

SalemJ—Thomas Sinnickson, Robert
G Jl:rﬁlﬁ"n- . ~

(_umhe“]an{l.-—]onathan Elmer, James
Giles, Jeremwah Buck, Joel Fithitn, Sam.
]I\v}l Shute, William 8 Ewing, Jonathan

(RRR £,

Oa motion it was Resalved ‘That this |
Cowvention will proceed to-consider the a<
hrnr‘h,"‘ state of public affairs—and paru-
cuiai v on the means to besused for consti-
teen u[yfnd speedily relicving the coun=
try from the grievances of War,

VWaereupon, after full debate on the
$rinciples - and medsures- proper to be a-
dopted at this time, for the foregoing pur-
pmw., ‘it was, off motion.

e?":fd {'hat'a committee be a
ted of ¢'sven members, (each county de-
egation naming one) to draft an Address
to thig people of New-Jerscy, in confor-
miry ta#he instructions of this Convention
and thag they repost therconat five o "clock

In the aftérnoon.

Whereupon, the , foﬂowmg t}elcgatEs
.c&c :

~

u

Marna-—]ohn G. Cocypkx:, i
Bunlington-<William Griffich,

(vluuccater—gf‘mn ‘W Harrison,

land—=WWilli
The ani l;c\q:‘entlon a
gam at five o’ c rn# and
being -dssembled at aa:dﬁour, ‘present  as
befbre, the Committee, 8y Tromas Hen-
D:rsoN, their Chairman, madé report to
U Convention of the draft of an Address
o tf te of New-Jersey, as hadb
fich, being read, debated -

pCm

asaembled at 104ty to convene at K me suitablé time and

and all other macters which may be of im-

{and prosperity of a country rendered dear

| carried through and became. We =
This CONVEN FION maed of
men who would ill deserve ‘confidence

the question cmhcr ﬁuii

.Fdelﬂlia and New-ank and that &uu:’ _'
theusand

copies . thereof be mtch
fo;m, and dmtnbuted '

several' counties of this State, ingss
madnner as -may,  be deemed ¢ i
Méssrs. Charles Ewi
aad

b |
s Garritt D. Wall
Alljam Potts, wi o are appeinted a
ec for thae purpose.

The &mventmn, after {ull censidera-
tion, did come to the followmg turrher
Resolvegz—

First.— As the attainment to P, by
a change of Men now in the administra-
tion, or some of them, is of such vast‘%ld-
ment to the People of New-Jcncy;‘t_hls
Convention, op that account, doth regom-
mend to the Friends of Peace ih each coan-

place, and appoir o Delegates to meet
other Dclegates on *Fuesllay the 11¢h dav
of August nextat 2 o’clock in the after- |
noon, at Trenton, for the purpose of a-
greeing on fit persons to be*mominated as,
Electors of President and Vice-President,

and as members of (..ongrcss for this Stat‘,,
to be chosen at the ensuing fall slection ;

and itis further recommended to the se- |,

veral counties, as well in the appointrhent
of the-abgve Delegates, as in the nomina-
tion of members of Couficil, and Assem-
bly for the state Legislature, that thev'en-
dgavour to select persons who wiil use all
constitutional means to obRain a Repeal of
the War Bill, passed in Congre§s on the
eightegnth of June, and who will promote
the séfflemcnt of any differences with G.
Britain,.on honorable terms, by Negoci-
ation—-—alnd oppose all alliance with France.
Secondly—And it is further agreed up-
on and resglved, bv this Convention, that
a Committee of Correspondence be appoin- |
ted to communicate with like Committees
who may be appointed in other States, tor
the purpose ofiagreeing on Candidates for
the oifices of President und VicegPresident,

portance to the, Peace, Union and Liber-
ties of the United:States + which Comm t-
tee wasfaccordingly appointed.

I’he Address of this Convention, as a-
bove agreed to, is directedsto be meeru:}:l
on the mindtes, and 1€ 25 flOWS 1~

~ ADDRESS.
|Ferrow Citizcons,

A Crisis nas at length arrived inthe
Adniinistration 6f the publi¢ affuirs of this
country, -in which every one of us has a
deep and solemn concern. It i€ not our
purpose to review the various acts and
proceedings-of those to whom the People
for twelve years -past have entrusted the
rﬁd’nagumum ot these-affairs! Unhappily

ey seem to have [eft us Aitde to reflect
upon but- our divisions and misfortunes.
Most unequivocally, however; do we de- #
clare our confidence 1a the grcag@odv of
{ citizens, whatever may have been our dis-
trust or dissatisfaction in regard to n&:ny

ve

men in office, and the measures they
We believe the ProrrE, to whatever

¥

o

pursued.

sct of men or measures they have attached
their confidence and suvport, cotld only
mean, and did mean, the good, the peace,

to them by so many. privileges and bles.
sings. It is to thls PEOPLE, 80 enhghten-
ed,. __fdndepend @nd patriotic, (and#we
may trust, so ¢ as td%confide in our
sincerity) that we now gildress ourselves,
On the 18th of Julé, a small majority
in Congress did by a LAW ddclare WAR
on the part of the United States, against

the Uniited Kingdom of G. Britin and.
Ireland aid iis dependencies.

4 LECTIONS.

s

hazardous expedient. -

Q‘nmlm_o&nswe
--fgreat contendmg stg
jpeat it fellow-ciu

| people, with grief

= i‘t:d. _ .
In r n to trade.and navig‘ation
on the immense and suthcient

e uumg by cy of popular pas-
ns—however l\ach Tawa may duriog
MT continu «distress- the people or
teract their best and most important

erests. But while we feel the obliga-
tion ‘of our ddtiégunder.a law which is
deémed most impilitic and oppres“ml'eg we.
also know the extent of ‘our and
 those of the people, enabling us. aﬂb them

ta bring about its REPEAL, by our E-

We address you then fellow citizens,
at this awful crisis, produced by the war
Iaw, in the language of freemen and tree a-
gents—in the consciousness of pure Mo
tives and penetrated by the profoundest fee-
lings of patriotic regard for our dear coun-

the peo'ole from ahg difect taxes pay-
able to the Unit d States. In these “
voured circumstiibges of agricultare, {0
cign navigation, ‘togisting trade and reves "
nue, was war declared. and it 'neccuarﬂr
ghakes them to the foundation. -

“In regard to our political, moral, akil
and religious blessings & advantages, they
were surely great and many. Peace it
and neutrahtv, at agime when atl the Eu= .
ropean world is c%ulsed and tendmg by
wars and famine, dissolution and the
tyranny of one man, were to us; who als ‘,

most solely . enjoved them memmafﬂc
bles:,lngs. How innamerable and vast they
were, yourown fcelmgq, gnjoymgents, md
reflections, fellow-citizens, can better. dee

v. Ouar hearts and minds are filed with
this\one subject and the prospect it opens |
(if the voice of, the people does not save |
us) o&]eng‘thencd publick miserics.’ -We |
will not mingle i n its consideration other
| grievances, ormy matter calculated toem-

| bitter or revive party differences, on otker |
Questions—all are lost, consummated, u-
aited in ghe last great grievance of War,
Little 4did we; individually, or those
who have confided this high trust to us in

(our character of delegates of the people i-

magine, that a majority, however small
of the persons in ofice should be brought
to plunge this country into a WAR, and
to unite, as probably it must, our dc»tl s
and certainlv pur, efforts; in a2 com:dion
cause with the tyrant of France.

B\ some f{atality, incomprehensible to
us, on any principles of prudence, and
much less of necessity, has this happened.
A law, debated and passed in secret, has
pldced this extensive country and all its
great interests—Unien—and future pros-
perity, on the fate of WARS :

Defence, withia oar own borden, and |
even arming our Gﬁn vessels for defence on |
the seas, aé,.unst both French and English
aggression, was a praciicable and nota
it without pre-
of the mcans

|

paration, and without
of defence, dissention in'9l. country, and
gencral opposition t@-war, 2o become the
attacking power,  declare open, ge-
against one of the
of Europe—wec re-
Zens is an event in the
history, even of these times, which fills
us, and we believe the great body of the
amazements
4:We were not ingaded —ao power even
threatened it, we still enjoyed a tentold
greater portion of #aternal and eyen exter-
nal happiaess and prosperity than any na- |
tion in the world. Our agriculwure, com-|
merce and manufacturcs, the great pro-
ducts of our fields, forests and fisheries,
growing out of the 18dustry and cuterprize
ot seven millions of free and virtagus citi-
s, -were yet but little impaired, €xcept
?our own internal restrictions, which
could at any wne be suspended or remo-

scope rcmamecl for all our ships, scamen
and eapital, tree from belligerent and tcm-
porary restraicts. The British orders in
council (made the principal ground or war)
only put Fraoce and Holland asd  part of
y in a state of blockade, prevent our
erchant ships going there. The whole
world beside, was, in regard to any con-
dpet of the British, as frec to us ad before.
Lhma, the East and West Indies, South
erica, Great-Britém and her depencies
all toe states and kmngdoms in Europe,
none of all this vast portion of fhe

This act, so unexpectcd S0 Qp'po;; 4
the petitions and 'remounstrances’ ol eve _

class and part oi the commumt) ——50 stead- |¢

fastly and honorably resis

_majority of the delegates mt(.oagress from
this State, and b‘v those of many other’
States, ‘could not!be prevented. It was,
after'many days struggle, in secret sitting,

of then"’fcllo:v citizens and lshon%; their |so
own prmclpes-whythc 10 attempt to
obstruct or defeat uhﬁy by any irregu-.
laropposition—by violence, by menace,
| illcgal combination: It mnst be for those |

Y was affected or shut agamst

By a great [he
taly wel

%{ld
;’by the Bri-
ih Iorders in councit ; mné¢ ténths, at least]

trade was trce. + Fraoce only, &
dencies of Holtand and part of I-
blockadcd, with whom, if no
blockade of their ports existed, @i trade
cou)d be worth very little, a8 it*w sa‘-
ject to evcry speciesof vexation, loss, |
der;and prohibitory duties. &
lgOur owa - coasting trade of
-of

port. wufn

products
other by

cqmmﬁ'hd;; %

e

mdes

,fgﬂow—cm;cem, and to trans-
s¢ and cconomy the surplus
) wgr.fmm one state to the

rmanal profit to the |-

wholt of our ier

who want'ig&sd odlu and duq'm th&

____________

w87

| lr,\smg their very liberties and indeponder
 siong; and-wvindicate what was cailed (P

| preventing our trade with France, because

extent, serving toemploy and tosupport|

termine than we describe,, In great mecrs
cy also, we were removed 3000 miles
' from. those scencs of violence and devasta=
tion—we had taken no partin them. | Our
pure. and free and progressing country,
' had kept itself from the ddngerous and
deadly grasp of French connection. This
was our fear and danger. 7 _
This war, if it is se. to be contmucd de= il
prives us of neutrality and peace. . i t m.kes |
this wide ocean no longer a barri tween
Amecrica and the ambition and ruthlcss
vengeance, which are scourging Europe—is -
destroving republics—liberty and hum:
happiness. We are brought by it to touch %
the confines of .a land steeped with blood,
oppression and crimes. . In a word i€
brings to the oeopb of these states. wlth 8
all the rest of its actual and prospectjve e="
vils, & co-operation in the war, ifnota ges
neral alliance,“with' France against Enge
land. With what Anxious foreboding m ust y
every heart be torn. that thinks upon a

7 Sme A 2

’\..

war which not only cuts us from so m: u? p :k' ’5
| pogitive biessings, but launches this s fe LA
| and happy pcople igto the vortex of Euro« 4%y
pean broils—into wrs, which tWent}h years CR

of blood and devastation have but 5¢rvcd
to infuriate,: extend and perpetuate. -
That our country had teceived wrongs,
both in its honor and i hl‘.s, from l:.ng-'
land, during her long contest with Fran. e
need not be: disputed. What peaceable \9:
neut#8l pewer has not, and whicho! tivs2
injuped powers. embarking in a war or al-
liarfce with Framce, or alone, to vindicate
those rights that has hot suffered injuries
tenfold greater? = Most of thém mdnd,

n atterﬁptmg to establish mior_ pr. tén-
honor.-—That Great-Britain is wrong in

France interdicted our trade with &ghnd,
or that her cruizers on the ocean frequente
ly have impressed American seamen, pre-
tendmg they were British sub]acts, or une
| der real mistakes-of the fact, are undoubte
¢4 wrongs ; that of impressment, 3 most
injurious practice, and Justly “calculated to
kindle our rescntmcnts, and to claim from
‘our government prudent dnd rseiermg
means to prevcnt or mitigate Its severity, .
either by arming merchant ships- for de-
fence, or agreeing with England on some
plan of avoiding the rhistakes or violence
of her sea officers. Such a plan was in.
fct agreed to by England and appmved uf
by our ambassadors Pinkney and Mo
but rqeetcd bv the American cabinet,
Fellow-citizens, wrongs to our countrv -
will ever be vindicated by us——and gven
these so much mslsted upod,' cannothe re-
viewed by uf w'n.h feelings less acnfe 1o
‘their redd impoftance than -by | otncrs. _
‘Washington Jefferson and Adams, during @ *
wenty years of admlmstrauon, nEver cone=
 sidered the pretenslog‘gf ptractice of . im=
| pressment, though more rigaropsly enfor-
ted'then, as sufficiensly justifyjng thetn to
go to war. And now tfllat dar adtmm a=
tion in the presentstate of ghe w
circamstanced - as- it is, preplrul.
with divided counctls, should by a bare *
‘majority declaré general and offchsive war
-| by land and sca, on such | points not vmilly
aﬂ'ectl us in our namal pmspcmy.

4

;odmbotﬂgly‘ belief. %
cfmeﬁ m atru o




