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of the American govbrnment.”—Grany for

-isf.u:ﬁo..——th upon this point, I would not,

'ef the cases, nor vetto‘tonverse 'with the

“meais srntcfl are, "¢ remiasion” ot ** mitic

ment of the secretary of the treasury
* No wilfal negligenct or fravd-—claint of the
? Umed Seates released on payment of costs |

PRINTED AND mn.nm BY

SALMON HA

. AT THREE DOLLARS PER ANNUH) PAYA'-JL\pd Bimselfinto an arbitrary tribunal.—

g1 HALT YEARLY 1N ADVANCE.
4 ADVERTISEMENTS WILL BE INSERTEL
AT SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS 4 SQUARE, THEj
giR3T WEEK, AND THIRTY-FIVE CENTS
’Og EACH CONTINUATION.

From the cherai chub/ic'an.

CONGRESS,
'OUSE OF REPRESENT.ATIVES .
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14,
of the Commitice relative to Re
of from the-Penalties encurréd by Sun
“rlerchantsy in the late Importation |
of DBritish Manufactures, being under
. ggnsideratiaris

MR. QUINCY’S SPEECH.

(Concluded )

When I speak of innocence and  guilt,
f mean alwave statute, innogence, ‘Or siat-
gte guilt. I have nothing 1o do with the
money-dreams of the secretary of the trea-
sury, mor with the day dreams of the gen-
geman from Tennessee (Mr. Grundy.)|
He did pot pretend, no man has pretended,
yo man can pretend, that there was an
fntenncn of fraud, or any wilfal neglwencc
fo the merchanmts, whosc ‘case 1s now be-
gore the house. - But he told us at one time,
thet their crime consisted ™ in purchasing
in Creat-Britain ;" at another, that it con-
pisted “ in not co -ofeerating w::hrbc palicy

ar;ament sake, ail the guilt those charges
fncide : Is that willul negligence, oriin

gertion of fraud’?  Free of this, are they
got innocent 2 Innocent; are they noten-,
fitled 1o entire remission ?

This construction for. whichrI contend,’

I think I can safely state, is coufqrmgblc
% ks practice of the treasury, antecedent
to the acceasion of the preseag secretaryil
Atleast so it appears from the book of ab-
siracts of the treasyry, entirely to my sat

Be considered as expressing mysell wi
absn’ule -rcerta.ntv, 23 I’ have opt had an
e)jortunity to examine thtang:lnl.rccordi

secrctary of the treasury, -although I have
been twice at-his office for that purpose.
T ¢ abstracts of the treuurv, antecedent
o that p\.nod do not ' indicaté \any thing:
like 2 cofaprise .with . inmocence; for the
s2k.c of profit to the treasurv.—~The jadg-

gaticn,” or prymedt Gf fees or -duties, or
ecte, snd sometimes of a‘ sum | certain ;
&{ty or 20 hundred dollafs to the revepue
offizers, of to porters othér thanithe Uni.
Pci Siates, mthdugh
the {armer prastgce of the trcasary very
Piaicrial on the peint, yetit i"some nus-
faction to ztate, that the jearly decisions to
which I allude, secniit obe guided By this
principle = that the. trea.surq should never
Fuin ary ‘hm? from fine, ;bc,zahy or forfei-
#iire, extrpt care of guilt:" The firse

case I could* fkad, a;though there miay |
bave been othersadtecedeni, was that of

Robert Gillespie, in Jume! 1808 It was
the! case of an lmparmen of . p-::rtcr_ Y

c-tka, ofless capacity than those, reghis
bviaw. The _]udgicnt of the stert

ot ihe treasury was 1 — No wilful. reglz.g-méc"

¢ fraud—claim of the United States relea-

ecd an paymess of eosts anid one jaurth net

proceeds.

Andther cae; waq that of Tfhee&or&

 Avmistead, decided ‘in Fcbrtnry 1812,

Brandy had been imnorted in casks-of less

¢apacity. than reqmred‘*bv law--’l"he judg-

wid tharges, and two. cmn ' }m' atlon fo
Sheusea of.

expressly. stated © beid

vy o 3

8y eatabheiegby latvi Wker, | dotlars iy sefion .a cated- by some
.- » e i 't_hix ! A 'y -of 1rmd wheo x.ma ! lined to'turn |
Tes; in 8 dB' the peni‘lném- cm, 1

NEwm« RN‘ su'u"

say it wi h'alsa:;d, Lthé\
Doubtiess, sir. * The secretary had resol-

ind what private i
the opinion oilhe ‘
the business of the 1
subjects in ¢ rificiples and consequen.

ces, amd no®l e conyenicnod of this,
or that mdii’rldual.—— Che importance. of.
vithsganding the beginnings o? oppressive
<ncroachments could néver be better illus-
trated than by the matances before ns. —
I'hese, and cases like these, yere the nest
cggs of the treasury; and now we sce
what a moustrous braod is likely to be pro-

yidaal dareQucstloﬂ
Jtary ? Bur it is
slatut®' to consider.

Y _'f.ANUART 16 1613, .

ebuomnmmga

- Was .any Quunon._

b

ent mildness i in the constracnoh of the
laws, relative to the forofier, whichthe Iat- ]
ter -cannot” claim ?° Concerning the con-
stitutional powe¥ of the natienal legislature | ¢
to pass the laws of collection, there ver
But, concernia Cits
powesunder. the constitution, to pass siich
a body'of tawg as those, Which compose
the restrictive svstem ; there a!ﬂ has
been, theréis, dnd ever will be a question.
A very great n:ﬁmty 1o all. th ommer-
cial  states, tlvayn have denicd® that the
power of regulating commelcc, “included
the power ofi #nnihilating it altogether. |
They believe nothing id'the project ; and

nlW"' ‘and sums up the whdlc mﬁﬁc? with - B |
-;ghun that ‘it wae thought proper Hot te -i“

“ prescribed, if

proper to rescribe no course ‘Wheigver ‘1o

ghe Gues, penaltics and forfeitures, accru- ses of men, These new offences” lubjct.‘t
ing under the restrictive eystem, have no’ theioffenders to the most grievous “penal
other claima¥or relicf, than those general | u:&f fincs an}‘ forfeitures, known te the

[ do not conceweﬂ

1 The beat l‘h,ance fc:r"lucccu ust necessa-

WS

she UL astap “And thuicvy t

duced. The nccrctarv has gone o= vear tbev believe as llttlc in your right, to con-+
‘after vear, exexcising an arhitrary digcis- | vert their only bsperity ¢ the |
tion in cases of small amount, and affect- | purposcs of hosti ey evér will de- |
ing andividuals only, fill at last he starts ' ny that any power h ted in this, or any
up a gigantic_power, authorised to garve |uther body of men, %ﬁ rm down direct
whit he pleases out of twentv. millinns of | and gertain ruin@n, wh ¢ commercial
dollars, and to iseitle the destinies of _a ' scetion of the countty, under prctcnce of
whele class of citizens! B, dectrines and | producing an indirect and uncertain pres-
construciious like these, are to receive the sure upon a forcign pation. ‘fyrclv this
sanction of this, ]cglsiaturc—come Bona- | is a rcasomir a mild exercise of the power
parte, as scon as thou wilt, .an Jhou shalt arniug under thcse restrictive laws. If a

find cabimet prmc;pies suited to hy pur- rightbe dubigus, the’ exercise of it ought

poses. ' not ‘be madé more obnamoun by’ oppres:

I have hlthcrt') considered, t‘lc case of; sion.
the merchants’ bends, as thou h it were'  Not only the authont? %dﬂ)lOUl, brﬁ:

strictly within the principle. af the collcc- the provisjons ofithe fuf ohﬁ'agc every Te-
tion laws. And the bearing of my argu-  ceived naéon of legulatwe prudrnce an
mert has ‘beetrthis ; that lfno such power, fnrcslght. ; l’ht:}' * qut lB:rcu:l Herod.
as is asserted by the secretary is truly vese In six vc:i's congress have pasaed twenty |4
ted i Dim, io the cases of the ordmaryre- laws, creating “at |cast*£ IU}-DRED OF =~
veaue. that much less ought he be per- yewces. These offences are cohstituted
mitted to excréfise this most dangerous of acts, previously not only innocent, but
Powcr, in cases of so much magnitude ; landable; not enly laudable, butthcy were
and in all aﬂ)cCtS 50 Cr‘lic.ll as are thmc the most cammon ;nd BCCCIWV acts 0{
undeér consideration. But it is true that whole sections of countr.y, aad whole clas-

ories, whicli arise ulider thé'collection laws. | . revénue law#; and are invelved i such a
Alas ! 5ir. “The nature of these laws are | com*plenty of enactntents, ré-enactments
such, as to tiake those claime far higher| | provisions, preclamations, whole revoca:
and more impressive. tions and haif revocations, that no man un-
I shall tauch this subject of -the restric-| der heaven can tell when he is safeg or how
fve svstem, with as much dclacady as pos  or where to stecr His ‘course, without be-
'51blc. I wishnot to offend any pre_]udtcts. 'ing méshed } in the web spread for him b¥
T kmow that the geal and ardent aﬂ'-ctmn, | your statutes. Seme idea may be had of
which some gendemen show for this re- the degree of oppression added. 10 these
strictive system, very much reserable theme ' penal laws, by the restrictive system, from
Lsclves 6f those, who uebrdmg to ancie companlg the appllcationl for remission
Llcgcnds. had tiftn thrcs and love- poW— antécedcnt for renjission %gdem to the
ders. - Thee f denire is just in pro- | comthencement of that syestém, with those
portion t&'the ¢ mity of the objeet:, I subscquent to n.--Antecedcnt the 19th |
shal not, however, meddle with that to- April, 1808, when your®teagiftive sys
pic, any farther than it is connecied thh tém co*cnccd al! the appﬁlhonn for
the sabject bcforc the house, . ' remigsion in the fifteen pnmu idars, a-,
A great deal is-said about the pohcv of rsounted to, aomewhct short ﬂlzrtcm
the restrictive #ystem,, and the necessity of hundrcd. In the »ix years, the reatnctwﬂ
2 ugorau. enforcement of it.  Now it ap; | svstem has been in operation, there have
pearsto me, that the, desire to make this | | been-nine Aundred and fitty four, andif 10
system -effectual, ought to induge the re- these -be added, those known at the -de-
lease of ‘these bﬁadt, and. not their en- | partment #fd nat yet’ actcd upon,. the
l'orce!nent. The ob_;cctjof tht restrictive | whole number exceeds éne thousand.  So
svstem . is ajerred to be, to produce aithat the annualaverage of application for
chagfe in thie - men,urcs ot the British ei- femission, since the restrictive system, is
binet, by the- m&?:rmg whicb the loss of | double the anoual average. of applxcangm
| our comimeérce otcasiofis to her Cl'lzcll!- ant;ccdcnt:tb thﬂp&md. Ia other. words
If this be the policy, then those measures | vou have doubled the pumber of the smares
are beyond al] gdestion, the: best talcéia- of the law,, "and the cries of ity victims ate
ted %o insure its ouﬁzcu, whose tendenéy | heard in = acuble propormm.-. Do you
18 to dtmmtiﬁ the suffering zs far as poﬁ- thigk, that when the web of thelaw is ﬂ'.nu
bl= of the cifizens of Your oWa ceuatry. | extended, bcyond all reason~and precedent |

: ~r'l_.y

beby convineing the' thinking -part of

tremest_rigor of the statute; wu:hout ub-
fhie community in G." Britain, t-lut u’hﬂg ke A

lic septimient revolting against you? [sit
they suffer much, we. suffer_ little or 00- | in human nature,.to. see’ its féllow ‘strug-
hing. Were mch the case, ‘then indeed |  gling umocqntl}, in the toils of unllltural
he svstem ~might hwn some hiope., of atiaws, ithot  coming. fo e :& agdlu-

prosperous resuit. whex vsuffering | king Vengeance on nt’
{there, is found fo be a?:ehded md;,snn':rs- - & nmvs it mltbe f itis fiokpro

jeet, I fear, without offe

apy thing propoked or-dsserted seems base

-He owes this di

that you can strain its penalties 1o the ex:|

* exercise Qu- aut.hcnty wntil cangrm had
¢ saken .mbseq mta tonardcrulran. ard :
ought r’borr the
“'vourse to be pursum‘. --Wcll\ 8iry and
hhat do ‘'we witmess nuw, that thet subjacg '
u ‘before congress i+ Why, we see every *
friegd of;hewec:‘ctary, every man who is
supposed to be in hig particular confidence} |
advoeating “sthat congress “ showla ﬂlmi |

be pursue@’—but refer the whole. to the
absaolute discretion of the secretary. Com |
aoy maorwitness afl this and not uaderstand ' | "'-_-_
th® mcaning. To my ear itis as plain, ag | F :
though he uttered <4t 1rso many ‘words om: [l
thisfloor, " ** The poverty of tleasury "] -
“ and not mv will consents. i ik
*+ wll take the odiom’ and the ruquu. [ j
“ will take the knife and the flegh. Mdu ‘;
“ [ will cut where, and _]UIt 43 much a8
“ youshall authorise.” =~ {
I shall net be-able to speak upon this lqb i 1|
nggng the nice scnsid 4 [0
bilizie of somc‘gcntlemcn in the houses |
Of late, an opinion seems to’be gaining fe 5
ground upon this floor, that a member came |8 it
not demomidate a doctrine, or principle o' l
be base or wicked, wihout attrlbutmg thosd 'ﬁ"‘- e
qualities te thuse, who may have happen- 4%
ed'to adveeate such doctrine or, primcipies -
And thigs j too, noththuandm&hc CXpreag |
decl s, that he hias no mitention oﬁp— |
ving attribates to such PeT8ODS; Hor even -
inttmztmg that their view is the same with (0
his awn upen the subject. I protest, sir; /|| W
| against such a restrictjon of the righis of {1 1)
debate.’ af fotally icconsistent with the nes . |fig
Ceasary, freéflom of public jinvestigation,

It is notonly, the' right, but it'is the duty,
of every mun to whose moral percepuocn

it
i
it

"

}
!

or ‘wicked; to: Iﬂ'imd such proposition, or

assertion/ with- J:s qpproprﬂte epithet,
y-mot only “to'the  publicy S8
the mdlyutunl who h.u been' Boior< r‘l

but to

tumate or mistaken cnough to advocite sueh .

Al

am opinien, ar make such assertion,
px;:wﬁed he: does ihis, a3 the state
own peFreption on the ’lib_]ccl, ard 3
out attrnhmmg motivess or. similar pere 'f"'*.
ceptions of the.thing 10 gthers, not caly | 48
there is.@io reuﬁhdblc ground of offcncem S
but on the ~con&-ary, such & course i the l
only oneretoncilable with duty; - How elge + A(E1E
shall the misguided or mistaken be rou sed. - “,
fram their moral lnhargv, or blindness, to 7|
a sense ‘of thejreal  condition or sature OF.
t_hxng:' “What miortul has an inteliect 80
clear, as not wmum to. ‘have his_ view -
of ‘things doubtful or obscure? - “Whose
mortal standard is so fixed and perfece -ag!
that it never fails him #t the. mamet of teed? , |
If, =fter those cxpl.muuo-ns, sty persom Q,
takes an cxception st-the statemont of my » (14
perceptions on _this ‘ﬁdb_]ect, and any het ¥ (8
humor should ﬂ} out into vpér; apon the |
occagiom—n it hberty-——l shal regard
it no more ¢ thai * fiie lnappmg of achesnus |
i afl t's fire.” . | f
Ijny, thtn, MF Sp;akcr, t.ht; to m .._“' 44
view—=letit. be understood, sir, I do no#
asdertthat it fs ‘even thchrm: viEw—much
less; that it is the- mew ot an gwtlcmaa
who | ldvocatn u\ tc ine ;(— K
"oy single
.elf, I ivou!:.? a‘:fﬂbg;kfsmcmdka ht

fsm I : "r
hxger;, % 2. listle lu:o,
In. rpmmt scourage.
—tbcre is obtmo@ RO cthomcb Is pmf
lof the qahty of the m ,PW"“ the Tobs " 3
JLber,“i;hn puts his pisto mmw breast, only
uses ugowct to get: yom' roperty. s He
attacks nothilig but your person. . But, in’
this treasury attempt, the npﬁunaﬁf :h‘
Wietim ia tobe attacked t¢ 3 ¥

dure when a sw‘h piof twgnty‘ mitlions "of

;;zhiﬁe.iaw[ 'a‘ ' '
o’u, umnamn mwﬁch‘

ing hefé—then the. wholg potency of ‘the |’ pﬂdtdcob&cac ke whole b'm’

’ thf a
rcamciifu system fesults'in.this ‘“‘3“0;“- n orhgrr words, yeu will ui:e not
:?‘" ‘“ﬂ"h"f ;f:ﬁ"":' d _which d"‘“ hT 2t you want, but. all that you' dare.

ar suliex *~ADd Wast yu othuiré : & 0o vis ;
meli' w‘fl thq'_peo le of eh.it "éo;m‘trvg‘gc '8'1‘ p?q ol qnon 3 t‘%‘:}::;
this 'pcégj,c v‘}er, or their capacuy én- ks 5 :

M niottt : )!i'




