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(MPERIAL PARLIAMENT.
House of Lords, Thursday, £eb. 18.
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The order of the day being read,
Lord Bathurst rose. . It was not his in-
geption to detain their lordships long on
the subject of the numerous papers - which
jud been laid upon the table, relative to
¢he negociations whu:h had vaken place be- f

only there detained,- but flogged, and af-
terwards sent on boa.rd the Constitution,

anottﬁ- American ship. " These acts were
notorious, unpalliated and undenied bv
the American government. The practice
of the American government, as tending
to encourage desertion, was notorious.
Their limit of five or four vears citizenship
in any part of America, aff ;rded’ a scope
for that purpose, which was gbvious and
incalculable. Upon what ground. then
could the American government, or Mr.
Mlonroe, objectto a regulation which had
for its object a clear and definite preven-
tion of abuses filt and acknowledged to
exist? The right of search had loug eX1s-

ted, and though it had, at some times
been disputed, vet it stood upona basis of
such solidity and general acknowledge-

gween his majesty’s government and that
of tnc United States of America. --Uuon
ihe items or details of those voluminous |
documents, which diversity, or shades at
Jeust, of opinion, might exist in the minds |
of many of their lordships—and whenever
it should'be the plcasurc of the house to
eotcr into an examination of those points, |
he telt not the least disposition to shrink !
from scrutiny.  His Lordship thea briefl, |
stated the 'well known progress of the ne-
goci: ations, the early dlspoqmon,on the part
of -\meru,a, SO tarly as in May, towards
aggression.  The orders in council were
npc.ﬂcd. He should not then enter into
any discussion respecting the policy which
frst originated, or afterwards rcvo}scd
those orders—but there was every fair rea
gon to suppose 1hat as the alledged dissat-
isfaction of the American government or-
riginated and depended ” on those” orders,
their abrogation would restore amity, o
at least a disposition towards concord and
good will.—How far those reasonable pros
ccis were answered, was too well knawn,
f’ie lordship recapitulated, the measure
of the armistice, and the spirit evinced by
America on that occasion—the subse-
quent hlockade of the Chesapeake—and
shewed distinctly the diffcrence acknowl
edged bv the law of nations, between the
right a’efacto and the right by notification.]
An opinion he_knew had been entertained,
that the blockade ought to have been at
cnce adopted, and rigorously enforced —
but various considerations of a mercantile
nature operated to prevent or withhold such
ngor. gfot less than five millions of West
India propertv was involved in the questi-
o, and the pressure of such rigor would
have recoiled on ourselve8. At the period
when America chose to declare war against
Englind; she had clearly no object of wise
or national volicy in view, but barelv tHe
rospect of surprising our homeward West
indiafleet. In that pursuit however, their
commander, commodore Rodgers, failed.
Upon that event, Mr. Monroe, indeed,
would consent to an armistice, provided
the British government would relinquish
the rigtht of impressment—and upon the
admission or rejection of that right, the
guestion of peace or war was made to de-
{:cnd. He would here call upon their
ordships to decide, whether a right
always exercised bv this country, and not
onlv by this country, but by othc%
t0 hc abandoned on the occasion, alludé
to? America affected to entertain no-
tions of maritime rights that were applica-
ble to general commerce, and the privile-
ges of independent states=—but she had
never brought forward, or-stated specifi-
cally, or any way that we had heard; h:r
code of regulations. The mode, for i i~
stance,s how sailors belonging to England
were to be orevented from entering inté
the American #ervice, had never been
described., Of the abuse, in that instance
of the American regulation, he should
instance the case of the Chesapeake., in
which it appearc that certain dese

from his t eet had been received
and._were . ‘de ned ﬁ)phcauo was
made ;bg Amencan c ander for the

qn mm: S% a_his honor
that noah men were mm ] )'# P:

The Englxsh officer, m et (which it
was not his intention to jul(l roceeded
an his complete- knowledge of the fact, ‘&
found the indentighl men on 'béard the |.
| %:enp‘kc. of whom he was in ‘search.}

e

loudly complained of bv the An
v

{same measure to be looked tom that hostile

{posed by the noble. gecretary.

-| while- he “professed hir

e, in the first instance,waa

ment in the government of this country,
| that until he should hear of some adcqaate
substitute, he should not be persuaded 40
give it up. He hoped, however, ‘that
whatever differences of opinion in other
matters might prevail, there was but cae
- gentiment of accord in the object and
 principles of the ADDRESS, which he
should submit to their lordships, Even
it different notions or opinions should be
éntertained respecting the rejecton of the
American proposition, let us not (said th:
noble lord j appear so degraded from habits
of trade, or so broken Oy the urgent and
pressing calamities of an unprcc::dent.ed
war, as not to meet with unanimous ac-
cord in our address to the Prince Regent
on the present occasion. [Here the Ad-
dress was read. See Commons.]

'he marquis of Lansdewne expressed
his satisfaction at the statement whnich the
noble secretarv had made, and hoped that
the vote of the house would be unanimous
in favor of the motion. But while he de-
livered thatdecided opinion in favor of the
address, is principle 1ad its object, he
must ncvertheless lament, that the modes |
of conciliation which mighs liave been u-
sed, were not at the proper season attended
to by his majesty’s ministers. The revoca
tion of the orders in council was a measure
which he, as well as all the country, could
not fail to approve ; vet he, as well as the
country at large , had yet to lament that
such a salatary dnd necessary measure had
nét been previously adopted. But as it
seemed to be admitted that thc hostile
temper of America had been chiefly exci-
'ted by the orders in council, it was in the

temper should abate on the event of the
withdrawing or cancelling of that offensive
measure. Upon the subject of impressed
scamen, that was a practice which rested
not upon abuses. The principle was ac-
nowledged, and could not be disputed by
America in reference to the government of
England. Abuses indeed were always

open to correction ; and American sub-

jects when ascertained to be such, were
unquestionably exempnt from the arm of
Enylish impress He wished not to di

verge from the main questicm, or to offer
any arguments or suggestions which couid
impair the unanimity whica he trusted
would prevail in favor of the address pro

Yet he
could not help exprt:ssmg an earnest wish
that notwithstandiag a!l which had pre-
viously taken place, whether in the errors
or prejudices of #he different government
as spirit of conciliation might take place
and repair or reconcile as far as possible,
all former differences. * That was, in truth,

the clear and substantial pohcv of both
countries ; and whatever might have been
the opimons either in America or, ‘England
respecting the justice or policy of the or-
ders .in council, the rescmdmg of them |
should natarally have opened the door of
peace. - If there was a country ia the world
where the popular opinion had peculiar
influence on the government,  that country
was America. Peace was the integest,
both of America and this country. Bat|

'war was just, it should be rous and
effective. The naval . ugbu of England
had never been disputed:; and i ever they.
were to be asserted firmly, the present wy
time for ghat assertion. But how,
the known and ilck‘w

ef tlie. Brmsﬁ

elf an. advocate |
for'peace, he was also Just, and ‘wherever | to

well as the tenor of the address, itself, that
he should not withold his free assent toit,
1ho’ at the same time, he wished to express
his earnest hope, that measure would be
adopted to effect a cordial and cﬁ'cctml re-
conciliation with America.

the American station. That force was
such as, accordiag to all rational and po-
litical calculation,  was adequate to its ob-
ject 3 neither could it have been increased
or augmented, without withdrawiag frm
other sbrvices what could not be spared.
The Baltic force, for instancs, could not
have been reduced, without a sacrifice be-
vond anv proposed object ; and if he could

ing, for anv truns atlantic purpose, one
ship from the {lue.

neral tecor ot the «ddress. In its justice

—in the importance of its object—in the

importance of exerting all our powers for

the end of bringing the enemy to a due
sense of their situatian with respect to the

war with Englind—in the absoluie neces-

sitv, upon ail sound and ritional views, of

beiug uranimousin the prosecution of' the

pres:otstruggle, and pledging the legisla-

ture to the government ; no man on those

points could be more decided than himself,

On those peints, he thoughtthe call of the
nobie lord {3atuurst) to the house wise &
manly. Buat he wished that the address
nad stopped here ; that other matters had
not been saffered to mingle with it: in
short, that it had not touched on the great
and mowmsntous question, of the mode in
which the war had been carried omi Wheth-
er it had b\.cn carried on with the fitting
vigor, was the main point after all ; though
on this he should reserve himselt for the
occasion, he noped a speedy one, when
it was to be brought before their lordships.
( Hear.) The noble lord opposite (Vel-
vilic) had said, that at the commencement
ot the war, the force on the coast of Ame-
rica was vastly superior to any that could
he brought to oppose it bat did the noble
lord say how that force had been distribu-
ted—how far it was in the powerof the of-
itcers on the station to meet the enemy ==
for without some light here, every decla-
ration of our =uperiority was idle. Was
it to be said, that the American war was
not toreseen ! Could there be a Joubt on
the mind of any man—he did not speak ofa
man of pecaliar undeistanding. but a man
ot plam and common sense, who perused
the papers on tne table—that A nerica
would lungc into some wild excess of
this nature 2 The noble lord (Melviile)
isked, would we take all the measures of
war before war ? Would we blockade the
ports; ghut up the rivers, parade our flzets
before her to insalt and irritate ? No man
of common sense would recommend ihis
eithi:r.  Buat was there no other mode
m 8t obvious, most easy, most effectual
and was not that to down and crush, at the
first svmptom of decided hostility, the na-
val means of America? The noble lord
(Melviile) said, that instructions Wad been
sent to our otﬁuers to act with vigor im

mediately upon the declaration of War,
[t might be so, but what was the use of in.

their address to the Pnncc, it woald not

doubt, an old and solemn m& of En%.
to adm

of | ‘modifications,

tmght have feduced the whoh controversy: %

‘believed that

as it was, mu
pressed persons muse be natives

nanimous ; at least, the
the country was distinctly foro?eace
another point.
ders in council, where was the war oppo=
sition to be found ? _
'States which alone could be affected by the
have anticipated the events that occurred 1orders.——(3ear. JMear. ) These conside=
he would not have advised the withdraw- |rations were of importance to the truthe

 passion and inflamed feelings.
Marquis Wellesley fully agreed in the ge- not now go into the subject which had

structions without the force to fulfil them
When their lordships were seading up|

was the actualcause ? The right was; ne

; but it-was'not of a fa
Amicable “discussisns

to nothing ; but was itto b

Lord Meiwille would not detain thcnr America wanted this ¥ Who gried out the,

1 hips loug. He should confine hiin-{loudest in that country for_ war? Was l‘
to that part of that noble marquis’s | the Eastetn States? Every man knew,
speech which referred to the naval force on | that it was ofifghea that the pressure, s;n:h

® come. Almost all the imx,
Eastern States, but théy were almost u-
general sense of
T.:xkO

On the question of the or=-
In those Easterm

The war was not one of ianterest, but of

He would

been urged inthe debate ; when the time

should come for examining the conduct of -
his majesty’s government on that subject, -
he had no doubt that they coald acquis

themselves to the satisfaction of the housee
IFhe fact was, that every preparation h:

been' made consistent with the regant®
which we ought to have to other quarters
in which our interests were certainly no¢
less pressing and peculiar. , Astothe im-
putations of negligence on ourinavy, fo#
the escape of the enemv’s squadron ; se
far from wondering that such circumstan=
stances somctimes occurred, ‘he was only
surprised that they occurred so seldom,
—Look to the life of that, perhaps the
greatest, but all events the most renowned
of our naval captains, lord Nelson. S:e

his tailures in this instance, and” the gream
events by which thev were  followed.—=

(" Hear. )Sce that great officer suffer a pow-
erful fleet, with 40,000 troops on beard, to
come out frém the port which he was
blockading, miss them perhaps by the
excess of his paval skill and lﬂtl’Cpldltv,
give themtime to arrive in Egvpt and even
land their troops before he could come

with and destroy them.  Let the escape

the'French in 1805 be remembered,
whenthev passed bv Gibraltar, reached the
West-Indies, returned to Europe, and ne=
ver gave an oportunity to the British ade
mir.l tillthey had joined the Spanish fl=ce
in Cadiz, and came out to give him b:t-
tle ; that battle, in which he consummatcd
his glorious life by the grea ory eve@

ined at sea. On the queatton of neu-
trals, he (Lord Liverpoel) did not deny
that they might be pressed by the pressuré
of the war ; but if they wege, they
drew from it peculiar advantages.

had Americaa to right to complain 2 Was .

there any country in Europe which had
in the same time, made the same advance
in population, commerce . the products off
industrv ! Aol to what did she.owe the
very commerce of which she was 80 jeale
ous, bat to the superiority of the navy 3
Would she have a ship on the seas thad
divide her from the tumults of Europe
but for the ships of @reat Britain '—e
( Hear. ) And was it ‘not reasonable toha

expected, that this might be felt by her ’
and that if there was any casual irritation,
it would be passed over ; anv littlé objeca
of dispute, it would be left to the decision
of sober and friendly argument ? Bug if
America was led on by passion.” It was
fit that there should be no passion here ; and

be uawise to insert into it, ® resolution to
press the war with more mg:o; than had |
beea hitherto dene. He rcgrctted haviag
troubled their lordships even so lang, but
he w4s anxious, that while he apprgved of
the general object ot the address, it should
be unnderstood, tiat he differed widely
from it as to the conduct of the war.

Lord Liverposl mustbe pcrmtt d to no«{

that a war begun in justicé; should receive
the support—the rational and unanimous

support of the legislature.
Lord Weliesly explained. ‘il did riog

allude’to theescapes of the enemy’s ships

lord (Melville) laid down.
Lord Meiville hop

ense of Lis situae

tice somq:of the concludin expressions of
dord’s (Wel. eslegs) Bpeeq@,

vto. be regretted, that he
 subjects which might be dls-

ted usanimity so impo resent
occasion. - As to the mr’s not*fon

seen, he onnld not canceive that his noble
,fnend (lord !r‘lv:iml_ln)1 near him had so ex-
Ip - htm:df.-- e war mt?: Amenca

e

nﬁl hhevnlmﬂ nﬂlofnnp' '

Wd hereaffer, and which ooly interrup-|

| this countrv, and that the

hg 8q: her motives. - Who' conﬂ:d [_ ng ¢

o much wanting in

Lord Lansdowne explained.

of the point on which thene uon brok
off, ltmght not be -al er -hope

tian there could be no doubt'that the kix
had a right to the servifes of the patives

'._'antbuld not pratect’

his ouly objection was to the principles of "
distribution of our force, which the noble

he should not be

B
ls&on. as to state pru:clplu of the duh:h
ution of his majesty’s fleet.

Lord Hoiland,in a short speech, expnus
{sed his belief, that from the cxtreme mctty

renewal.; On the question of nctunltza-
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