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" WASHINGTON M.rtn 16,

" @ur Relations with Spain.

d A ll?en.se was _received fiom

.  :,¢-;.~¢ the President of the United States

containing 2 complete view of our
‘pelations with Spaio vp to this

_ ‘date, which in the words of the

Fresident, “ place the conduct of
she United States, in every stage,
mand ouder every circumstance,
for justice, moderation, and a firm
adhcrence to their rights, on the

‘high and hovorable grouod, which
&% has lovariably sustained.”

L 42
Department of State,
14th March 1818.

The BSecretary of State, to
whom have been referred the re:
soiutions of the Senate of 16th
December. and of the House of

Represcotatives of 24th February

Yasc, hus the honor of submitting
to the President the correspon-
. dence between this Department
and the Spanlsh Minister residing
here, siove he received the last ins
structions of his government 10
reuew the megociation which, at
%e time of the last communica.
tion to Congress, was suspended
by the insufficicncy of his powers.
ese Documents will show the
present state of the relations be-
tween the two governmeuts.,

As in the remonstrance by Mr,
de Onis of the 6. of December,
mgainst the occupation by the U
Bitea States of Amclia lslaond, he
refers to a previcus commuai.a
gion from him, dcm-ucc:ng the

. exvedition of Sir Gregor McGre
g © agaiust that placey his noie of
9 Jaly, being the paper thus re
ferredito, 18 ad ied to the papers
now transmitted.  Its date, when
compared with thal of the occu-
pition of Ameclia by McGregor,
will shew that 1t was whitien ten
davs after that event ; and the
sontents of his note of the’ 6:h
December will shew that mecas-
ures had been taken by the com-
petent authorities of the Uaited
States to arrest McGregor as soon
2+ the unlawfuloess of big procee-
ding withio our junsdiction had
been made known to them by le-
gal evidgoce, although he was be-
yond the reach of the process be-

- fore it could be served upon his

. pesson. The tardivess of Mr.
Qois’s remonstrance ie of itself a
decisive vindication of the Ma.
gistrates of the United States a-
gaeinst any imputation of ncglect

_to enforce the laws ; for, if the
‘Spuish_Mi-aister hl}xnseif had no

“evidence of the project -of Mc.
‘Gregor, sufficient. to warrant him
in addressing a noté upon the sub-
iect to this Lepartment, until ten
davs after it bad becn accom-

" pllihed,_ it canoot be auppugcd
that officers, whose aunthority. to

% ser-commenced only at the mo-

nt of the sctual violation of the
':;I, ‘:hfd who couid be justiﬁe'd
| clear snd expiiait evi
“dence of the facts m prout of
such violation, should have been
apprized of the necessity of their
iniérposition in time to make it

"\ eflectual befote the peison accu-

ded had departed frum this coun-
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As, s the recent discussions

‘frequeont refers
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 to which it is poss

Onis, dated the 13:h iost. shews
thé result of the whole s
“ You perceive, sir, that the govern.
ment of the United ;ﬁ’m 1 not prepared
either to revounce any of the claims which
it hus been so long urging upon the
of Spain, or 10 acguicste in auy of
arguments which appear to you so flimi
nous and irresistable. Determmined t
pursue the establishment of their ngh
as leng as by any possibility they can be
ursucd through tbe paihs of peace, they
ve sequiesced, 8 the Mcssage of the.
 President at the commencement of he
prescat l;uion of Efongruu has mform;d
ou, in the poli Spain which nas bi-
zhcrto p;ocrmlgated p::. smwab.}:. ad-
justment of these interests 3 not from an

insensibility to theim to this
union, nor from any indifference to the ob-
ject of being upon termé of cordial har-
‘mony with Spain ; but, because p-ace/is
among the dearest and most earnest ob«
jects of this policy; and because they
have considered, and stiil consider it,
more congenial to the principles of Bu-
manity, and to the permanent welfare of
both nations, 10 watt for the favorable op-
eration of time upon the prejudices and
passiens opposed to them, than te resort
to the unneeessary agency of force. Af-
ter a lapse of thirteen years of patient for.
bearance in waiting for the moment when
Spain should find 1t expedient to mcet
their constant desire of bringing to a hap-
Py and harmonious termination all the
conflicting interests between (hem, it
will need ittle Vadditional effort to wait
somewhat longer with the same expecta-
tion. I'The FPresident deems this course
even more advisable than that of referring
the guestions dependiug between tire two
nut:ons to the. avhitrament of mediation ot
one or more friendly European powers,
as you have been authorised (o propose.
The statement in your note of the 10th of
February, in reference te this subject, i8
not altog=ther correct. It iganot the Bri.
tish Government wiich, cn'#is occasion,
has offered ; but wogr governmect which,
without first cunsuxg o asking the con-
currence of the United st.t s, has re-
3‘.1(25‘1::‘ of Great Britain. Lbe. British
sovernment, as must b weli known to
you. have declined ihe offor of their medi-
ation, onies9 it should be requested by
bath parties ; and have commuuicated to
the government of the United States tine
overture on the part of 5p im0 The Pre
sident husthoughi proper, from molives
which no doubt will be decmed sutisface
tory, both to Great Britun ind Spain, to
decline uniting # this reguest, He s
indeed fully persuaded that, notwithistan~
ding anv prepossessions whieh the Bri-
tish government may herewfore have ene
tertzined with regard 0 any of the
Eoints in comtroversy. they weuld huve
een entirely discarded in assuming the
offiee of a mediator, But it has hitherio
becn.the policy, both of Europe and of
the United States, to keep aloof from the
general federative system of each other.
I'he European States are combined to-
gether, and connected with one another,
by a multitude of impprtant interests and
relations, with whieh the United States
have no concern, with which they have
always manifested the determinauon not
to interfere, and of which no communica-
tion being made to them by tue govera-
ments of Europe, they have net informa-
tion competent to enable them toestimate
their extent and bearings. [he Wnited
States, in justice to themselves, in justice

to that harmony whicly they earnestly de- .

sire to cultivate with ail the powers of
Europe, in justice to that fundamental
system of policy which forbids them from
entering labyrinth of European poli-
tics, must decline goliciting or acceding to
the interferernice of any other government
of Europe, for the settlement of their dif
ferences with Spain, ’

- But however discouraging the tenor
and character of your recent notes has
been to the hopes which the promises and
professions of your government had ex-
pressed. that the time for adjustment of
these differences with Spain, herself; had
at length arrived, the United States will
not abandon the expectation that more
correct views of the snbject will ultimate-
ly be suggested te your government, and
they will always be disposed to meet them
in the spiru of justice and amity
regard Lo those parts of the Province of
Louisiana, which have been incecporited
within the state of that nrme, it is thne
that the discussion ?d ccane—torming
part of the territory of asovereign and in-
‘dependent state of this uniof to dispose
of them is not within the competency of
the exccutive government of the U States;
nor the discussion be hereafter conti.
Butif you b:: rop to make,
1

e Spanish Minister De

With

of Spain, have beén realized. Pensaccla

has b ied by another power, for
the purpase of cariying on war from it
_against the United States, and ,
and has been occupied turers,
to the great annoyance of both natious,
and of all others in lawful com-
merce upon the Gulpinof Mexico. He-
fore these events occurred, tiie. Congress
United States, aware of the great
growing danger ofthem, which had
been so long before distinctly foreseen,
bad made it the duty of the Executive
government, in the case of such a con-
tingency, totake the temporary possession
ofthe country, which might be necessary
to avert the injuries that must resuit
from it. Ameha Island was taken, net
from the possession of Spain,but of those
frem whom shie had been equally incapa-
ble of keeping or of recovering its,: pos-
dcssion, and who were using it for pur-
poses incompatible with the laws of na.
tions and of the United States. No pur-
pose, either of taking or of retaining it as
& conquest from Spain, has ever been en-
tertained, and unless ceded by *Spain to
the United States, it will be restored,
whenever the dacger of its being again
thusoccupied and misused shult have
ceased. -

It is needless to add, that the proposal,
that the United' States should take any
further measures than those already pro-
vided by law for preventing armaments
hostileto Spain within the territories of
the United States, is inadmissible. The
measures aleady taken, and the laws ale
rcady existing against all hestile arma.
ments within cur jumsdiction, incompati-
ble with the obligatiens of neutrality, ere
suffizicnt for its preservation; and the
nccessary wieans will continue to be used,
as they have been, to carcy them faithful.
ly into execution. '

I liwe the honor to be, with great con-
sidcravion, pir, your obedient and wvery
humble servant,

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS.

AN ACTY to provide for certain persons
engaged in the land and naval service
of the United States in the revelution-
ll‘yiwalr

Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Represeniatives of ihe United Siates of
Jmeriea in Congress assembled, That ev.
ery commissoned  officer, non-commis-
sioned officer, musician, and” private sol-
dier, snd all officers in the Hospital de-
partment and Medical Staff, who served
m the war of the revolution until the end
thereof, or for the term ofnine months or
long-r, sk any period of the war, on the
continental establishment : and every
commissioned officer, non-commissioned
officer, mnariner, or marine., who served
at the same time, and for a like term, in
the naval service of the United States,
who is yet ffresident citizen of the Unie
ted States, and who is, or hereafter, by
reason of his reduced cidvumstances in
Itfe, shall be in need of assistance from
his country for support, and shali bave
substantiaied his claim to a pension in
the manner hereinaiter direetcd, shall re-
ceivea pension from the United States :
if an officer, of twenty dollars per month
during life ; 4F & non<commissioned offi-
cer, musician, mariner, mariie, or private
soldier, of eight dollars pér month du-

ring life ; Provided, no person shail be
entitled to the provisions of this act, un-

til he shall have relinquished his clsim to
every pension hgretofore allowed him by
the laws of the Unied States.
Sec. 2: Jind be it_further enacted. Thit
to entitle any perron to'the provisions of
this act, he shall make a ration. une
der oath or affiemation, before the district
judge of the United Siates of the district
or before any judge or court of record of
:lli: cm.;my. .uli:il or territory in which
applicant shall reside, setting forth,
if be belonged to, the army, the company
regiment, and line to which be belonged;
the time he entered the service, and the
time and manner of leaving thé seryice;

and in case he to the navy, a like ' hred nl?lﬁfw of’ fﬁlﬁlﬂ
d'ewmmngh*mcmit: the father killed and the -
wuﬂpnﬁyed.wmmdthatf;?m_n' erely wounded and scalped, byt he |
‘6ther evidenceas may be in s power 5 in two days after. The “citizens

. ‘h-‘“
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_recciving information of the fore-

SR d President of the Sensse. .
- & Jau?'g MONTOE. @
JATION wita HOLLAND.
OFFICIAL REPORT. -

! Washington, March23.
On Friday last the fo
Mcssage was trasemitted by the
President of the Uuited States 10
both Houses'of Congress.
To the Senate and House of Re-

presentatives of the U. States.

In the course of the last sume-
mer & negociation was commnien-
ced with the' government of the
Netherlandsywith a view to the
revisal and  modification of the
commercial treaty existing bes
tween tae two countries, adopted
to their present circumstances.

* The Report from the Secrecary
of State, which I now lay before
Congress, will shew the obstacles
which arose, ia the progress of
the cooferences between the res
spective plenipoteatiaries, and
which resulted 1n the agreement
between them to refer the sabject
to the comsideration of their res-
pective governments: As the
difficulties appear to be of a nature
which may perhaps for the present
be more casily removed by recip-
rocal legislasive regulations form-
ed ic the spirit of amity and con-
ciliation, than conventiocal
stipulations, Congress may think
it advisable toleave the subsisting
treaty in its preseot state, and to
mecet the liberal exemption from
discriminating tonnage ‘- duties
which has been conceded in the
Negherlands to the vessels of the
United States by a similar excmp-
tion to the vessels of the Nether-
lands which have arrived or may
hereafter arrive in our ports
commencing trom the time when-
the exemption was granted to the
vessels of the United States. ' I
would further recommend to the
consideration ot Congress the ex-
pediency of 'extending the beuefit
of the same regulation to come
mence from the passage of the
law to the wvessels of Prussia,
Hamburg and Bremen ; acd of
making it prospectively genéral in
favor of every pation in whose
ports the vessels of the United
States are admitted on the same
footing as their own.

JAMES MONROE.
"POMESTIC,

MirrLepceviLLE, March 11

Skirmish with the Indians.

The following was reccived "this eveuning
by express td the Governor ¢

Hartrorp, Gro. Match 10.

Sir.—I have this moment re-
ceived ioformation through . Mr.
Isham Jordan, of I'clfair couaty,
which | rely ©on, of a skirmish
between the [odians and some
of the citizens of Telfair on the
south side of the Oakmuiga river
‘in _the afteracon of the 9ta instant,
20 or 25 miles below this.
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Oa the night-of the 8d ioste—

Joseph Bush and his  son were

facts, assembled oo t

cra lhativvrm the  forencon
1 soek recrem. | Pioding consid.

>

- the Pulaski

e AW by the.
owin » to scour the frontier mgl- afford) |

- the 11

e Gy of It

' going to.you by CXpress. . .
L am your Excellency's |
oObadientservants - 7§

E. L Thomas, Liey
In cqﬂéqquene_? pj'l;d"le“—‘_ 3
Troop of Cava

been erdered out

e

protection to the iohabitan :
The Telfair deml;m we fes
has suffered greatly and  we ghall-

reioice, if all who are qi'ss‘i}ig.

have mot perished. It would seear

that the' Iodians confiding in
superior numbers, had 8¢
drawout the militia, by permits
ting the young man whom  they
Bcalped to reach the settlement.
. The detachment of troops from
Tennessee,underCol. Hayne of the
Regular ardoy, about 1,200 strong
teached the Chatahoochie on
. Wednesday last, and are by this
time near Fort Scott, if they hauve
not arrived there«  M’INTOSH,
the distingushed friendly chief,
has gone with his warriors, to the
aid of General Jacksop. ]

[Geo. Milledge. Fourna! ¥an. 10s

General Gaines.—The unpleags
ant inteliigence which the subse-
qucot paragraph contains: of  the

pposed disastrous fate of ' Gen.

alnes comes we thmnk iﬁ-—s_-,to&
questionable a shape for belief.—
Gen. Gaines must have been fully
acqaaioted from the position of
his command with the dangers at.
tending an enterprise of such a
nature as he is represented . to
have undertaken,’and would un-
doubtedly have used the necessas

ry precaution of a strong escort—

the Editors of the Savaouah pae
pevs put no confidence ‘in the res

port 3 s ! 43
Charleston Paper.’
From the Milledgeville Reflector,
Unpleasant News '—We are
indebted to the politencss of Dr.

Muiler, (of South ~Carolina,) for

the foliowing  umpleasant intellie

geoce, winch he heard at Fort -

Mitchell a few days sgo s—in
conscquence of ioformation re-
ceived irom the commandlag offi-
.cer at Fori Scott of the scarcity
of provisions and dissatisfaction
of the wroops, general Gaiaes ac-
companicd by Maj. Wright and
scveral soldicrs, embarked in a
small boat at Fort Early, with
the intention of . going
Scott ; but when withia about 40
miles of their place of destination
the boat swruck a sawyer, and pee-
cipitated all on board in the river.
Mzjor Wright and some of the
soldiers  were drowned, Gen.
Gaives reached the western, and
ooe of the soldiers the other bank
of the river. The latter repaired
to Fert Scott with the news of the
disaster, and. ma2jor Bee with
party of soldiers immediately
weat io search of the Gea. They
found written with a pencil on a
tree, near where  the boat was
ing to Fort Gajnes, "at
place hehdmmwﬁh?tys
‘geoncrally feared he alt into
tde hands of the enemy.
. Charlestan, March21.
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“been received .at Savannsh, that
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