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A PROCLAMATION.
Leger Felicite Sonthonax, Julien Raimond,
“Mark Antoine, Alexis Giraud, Pierre G.
~ Lehiane, and Philippe Bofe Roume, Coni.
miilaries delegated by the French govern-
ment to the windward [flands. .
To all the citizens of the Colony, and to all
thofe who compofe the land and fea forces,
deltined to s defence.
CiTrzewg . | |
FTER fo many ftorms and critical emer-.
f\ gencies, infeperable concomitants of a
revolurion, ¥rance enjoys at laft a conftituti-
- en worthy of a people who knows how to
value liberty.
Already, under a truly republican

menut, the French p

their lo:lﬂg and a:'duolus toil, and to enjoy the

' s of ibe hich th
PR Rl P A
its {olicitpdes towards l%:ﬁ"obje&s,_ which -
are to preferve the rights, and encreafe the

- happinefs of the people.

Firmly refolved to caufe the eonftitution
t0 be executed, the executive directory is
gonftantly occupied in fearching out means to
~ have it eitablithed in all parts of the repub-
- Jic. . :

That conftiturien {1 cs, article 156, That
the legiflauve body ca:+ pthorite the direc.
tory to {end into all the rench colonies, as
the emergenty of the cafe may require, one
et more particular agents, whom it will ap.
point for a particular time.  _

Thole agents are ta exercife the fame func-
" Sons as the direCtory, and be under its or-s
ders. .

The 6th article of the conftitution ftates,
that the French colonies at infeparable narts
of the republic, and fubmitted to -the Tame

govern-
eople begin to reit from

- eonttitutional law.

It is particularly for the execution of that
article, that we have received from the go-
vernment the honorable mifion intrufted to
®s ; and, at the {ame time, to let you know
all the means you onght toemploy to preferve
Liberty and Equality, which are the fun.
damental law of that conftitution.

You will, undoubtedly, believe yorr old
and (incere friends: undoubtedly you will
Iitt 5 o philanthrophifts, who have [pontane.
euily devoted themfelves to alnoit certain
death in order to vindicate your rights.
‘Bound by the tame principles, they propofe’
to themfelves only one end, that of leading
you to the true happine(s, in preferving a.
mong you Liberty and Equaliev.

Citizens ! rally then at the voice of the
delegates of the Republic, fince itisin her
name, and for your deareft interefts, that
they are going to addrefs you.

The ancient government of the colonies
kad dittinguifhed three different claffes : the
whites, the coloured people, aad the flaves.
To thofe different clafles, now united and
honored with the name of French citizens,
v/e are gog to {peak aiterpately.  We fhall
firft addrels that pordion of the people of tha
eony, which has moft fuffered under che
ty rannic order which hasbeen abolithed, and
we fhall fay to them—‘¢ By the republican
eonftitution which the French nation has juft
adopted, you have recovered your primitive
riohts ; but you mutt know che proper means
10 preferve them without intérruption to

your remoteft pofterity—Thofe (hips, the
v arriors whor they bring toyou ; ail thefe
formidable preparations are defigned againit
rhie E":B‘ifh. who are the moft cruel -mgmir;
e your liberty ! They dire 10 indulge the
kope of framing new chains for you. See
viofe blood tt'srl!y tygers, bending il
* your brethren under their homicidal whips.
W e cannot fufler any longer {0 difmal un
o=l ; join the forces which France fend,
toyou, expel fromietercitory of the French
Fepwalic, tholetyranw of mankiod ;: pur/us
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. R g “thei éva:_u their Baupts and deftroy
n the nome of the French Republic, 1 ;
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Iaft of them I—What! fs it mot incumbent

they keep fertered rrounding iflands?

you with an impl

ducing youto {lavery, mifery, and death.
on thatimperiqﬁl race ;- make it difappear
from'that facred fpot, which, too long,
has been the theatre of its crimes and depre-
dations. : S5 ,.
The republic has not only provided you
with means to deftroy your moit cruel ene-
mies, but has farther ‘teflified her parental
folicitude, in indicating and facilitatisg to
you fuch means as can only confolidate your
reconquered liberty.—Thofe mears, Citi-
Zens, you fhall find in labour and inftrudti-

O

i, Eabotir and inflrution; Citizd, #e
ceffary o the prefervation of. Me'peo;
and the conftitution impofes them asa duty
upon all citizens. ~ The 15th article of the
fecond title contains thefe words ;  Young
men cannot be infcribed in the civic regitter,
if they do-not prove that they can read,
write, and follow a mechanical branch of
bufine(s.”> That claufe,” Citizens, can .nd
ought to take place only agreeably to the
conftitution, after the tirlt day of the twelfth
year of the republic.

The manuul operations of agriculture be-
long to the mechanic arts.

Yes, labour, and agriculture particular.
ly, is abfolutely neceflary to him who wilh-
¢s to preferve his rights, and enjoy his li-
berty. Throughylabour we procure the
neceffary things to our exiftence and evjoy.
ment ; through labour only, we en pre.
ferve our liberty. Woe to the people who
negleé labour ;—fuch people cannot fail be-
coming {laves to an active nation.— Never
forget, that the Englih, your neighbours,
are very aftive, and that they may rivet
your chains once more, {hould you ever for-
fake labour—Ah ! hasnota dreadful and
too long experience taught you that truth ?
Had your anceftors, the inhabitants of A.
frica, devoted themfelves to the culture of
their fruitful lands, they moft affuredly
would not have debaled themfelves by rec.
procal bloody wars, of which greedy Euro-
peans have availed themfelves to reduce
them to the molt ingollerable and degrading
{lavery.—W hat remains for you to do, in
order to avoid all misfortunes which arg in.
feparable concomitants of idlenefs ?—No.
thing but to devote yourfelves to the cul.
ture of the rich productions of the colony
you inhabit | Many of you have been to
France ;—they will tell you, that the peo

le arethers conftantly occupied at ufeful
rzbours, and agriculture mparticulape 1.
mitate that ative people whoadopts you as
their brethren, and will eftablith by that
means, 2 trade of exchange with them,
which cement and firengthen your brother.
ly relations. '

Inftrution is as uieful to you as labeus .
by it you will learn how to fulhl the duties
of good citizens : finally, by intru@ion you
will attain that degree of morality which dif’
tinguilhes the civilived trom the avage man,
tie honeft from the perverf{e citizen.

The government will emit nothing to at.
tan an obje&t fonterefting .md fo worthy of
its {olicitude. Public {choo!s will be efta.
blithed throughout all the colonies ; vour
children fhall there receivesinftruction, im.
bibe atalte for libour and morals, which
are to accompliih their full regeneration...
The Republic will extend fafther her cares
for your children ; for fhe wifhes that acer.
tan nomber of thele who (hall baye produ.
ted & 7t eater difpofition and zeal for inftruc.

ven, e fentee Franee, with vhe coulent of

_upon you tnrcnngeytmr- brethren w'.am |
the fu
Yes, Citizens ! every thing ought ta imprefs -
th an implicable hatred for thofe ty.
rants, whofe moft lucrative trade is of re.

What can withhold your vengeance ? Rufh.

v mﬁﬂ\‘ ot
“in the*in*atieniable

parents, there tbltiiudy in 2 more ﬁeﬁ“ctt de.

- gree thofe fuiences or arts to which ‘they

mazi_have fhewn a more decided iriclinatione
- The fame refources dre likewife deifired
to the children of the whites and ol the coloyr.
d people ; for the primary ichools. - whicly -
will be eitablithed, will be open to all indivie
duals born in the colonyof whateyer colour
they may be. HC
ALL-MEN ARFE EQUAL IN RIGHTS.
_Anirreproachable probity is confidered by
the conftitution as (v ufeful ro citizens, thae
when they are puniflied by law, they lofe
for a while their political rights. It is there.
fore neceffary that the inan who willes th pres
ferve his iberty without wterrupiion, thould
to labour and’initruction, and morals, whichy
are abfolurely neceilary to the preiervation
of a focal {tate. From whar you huve Juid
now read, you wiil no more doubs ot (1e ia-
she. government.ce maneinyou
thie-ix ) rights of your liberry - .
To you, ciizens, whoin a barburous cof~
tom hiad mide formerly proprietors of ilaves,
we [hall obferve, that in contegeunce oniy

of the mott. tir.nse fubvertion of what is

known tinder the nune of joitice andhumanity
the-moit facred rights of man had been forw
{aken in the former order of things which al-
lowed men to be reduced to the molt infuf
ferable and abject Havery ; we fhall teil yous
ehata {tate fo contrary 1o nature, thouch
apparently favourable to your nterelts, was
of too vielent a nature to luft longs—tow
could the malter fhake off the thought

of the dangers with which he was in-

ceflantly threatened? Does rot the experi-

ence of ages and nations, tranfmitted by Hif-
tory, inform us, that tyranny has always
fallen a victim to its own' crimmest? Undoubt-
edly, tax hundred thoufand flaves unjuitly
and cruelly tortured, in aloft every ine
itant of their lives, could not aford a great
degree of fecurity to the fmall number of their
malters.  Surrounded with foes, torinent-
ed with miftrult and fear, what covld be the
enjoyments of mafters! They were moft af-
furedly difturbed by the moit cruel enormi.
ties. Add to this the continual feur they |a-
boured under tofee themfelves utrerly ruin.
ed by that morality which is the meviisbla
confequence of the mannar in wlich
blacks were treated in the colonies.
Initead of that violent ttate wy which lin.
gered the lute proprietorsof (laves | ety 41
equality which tlow from the couitrunon o,
fer to them nothing but true enjoymier:s, . .1é
pertelt fecurity to their lives and fories
Surrounded with free and peaceable huil.. 4.
men who will cultivate the lands for, 4 (i
(alary, the owner will dread no more (1a
fury of the revolted flave ; he will live a
mong thofemen as among his children ; he

the

[ will aflitt their a@ivity wich bis knowledge.
| | heir

_ terity will no more declive, buz
rather Mcreafe in propertion to the fofter..
ing cares paid to them ; and that increate of
population, as it will give more hands u»
agriculture will improve mo:e and more t} o
eitate of theowner, and procure him enjoy -
ments more fweet, and gratificacions mos e
real as they will pot be aquired at the ex.
pence of the happinefs, as they will not |re
the thameful price of the tears and the bloe.d
of their equals. As, by the new fyften),
the proprietor of lands will dread no more
thole fudden changes of fortune, he will 1>e
able to encreafe {bll more his enjoyment s,
and give agreater falubrity to his poffeflion s,
t;’ thole rural ornaments which have made

rance fo delicious 3 fpot.  The land holder
in the colonies will alloenjoy all that advan.
tage over Uirinhabitants of France, which
are to be derived from a beautifal climate,
and the high price of the natu*d) produetions
of the country.

The Republic, therefors, has a right te
.‘Pfﬂ that the .-ﬂ{:orlqu\ which Lave ai-
tended the tovelut' en wiil bave (e bappy




