ﬁl_‘-'ms' to repel it ; avoidieg likewite the ac.
cumulation of debr, not oniy. by ihunning oc-
Gilions of expence, but by VIgOrcus exertia
%S In tipe of peace, ‘to  dilcharge he debrs
which nnaviudible wars may have ocgalion-
ed, not ungencroufly throwing wyon poile-
rity the burthen which we ourfeives obght
to Dear. . The execution of thele masims
belongs to your reprefentatives, hus it is pe-
tgﬁ'ury that public opinion fhenid Co-Opcrate.
1o faclitaze 1o thew the performanceof their
dury, it iscdential that you fhould fractical.
ly bear in mind, that towards the payment
of debts there ‘muit be Reverne ; it 1o
have Hevenue therd uft beraxes : that Lo
taxes cont be devifed which are niot more ¢
lei’s inconveniene and unplesfint : thar the
intrinlic embarrafinents wafeparable from rhe
alection of the proper objects, {which is o).
ways . a _:'.‘hl-i"e: azf‘:iii“_’-ci,'.hics) ovght to be
4 Leciove gonve for a cadbid condtrucion oF
the concuct of the goverdment inmakive it
and fewadpirit ol suguicence nitke mesfures
for obtyiming reveruz whic the peblic exia
enuies may u way time didtute.
: Gblerve gool faith and juttice towards all
natons, cultivate peace and harmony with
all : Religion and morility enjoin this con-
duét ; and can it be that good policy does
got equally enjoin it 2 It will be worthy of
a iree, enlightened, and at no diftanc peri-
od, a gre.t Nation, to give to mankind i)
magnauigious and nodle example ofa peo.
ple always guided by an’ exalted juitics and
beaevolevce.  Who ¢an doubt that in the
courie of time and things the fruits of fuch a
plan would richly repay any temporary ad-
vantages which might be loft by a #eady ad-
herence to it2 Can ¢, that Providence
has not connelted the pernanent felicity of
a Nacion with its Virtue 2 The experiment,
at lealt, is recommended by every fent:ment
which eanpbles human n:ture. Alas ! is it
rendered impoflibie by its vices ?
.. In the execution of fuch a plan, moththe!
1s more eflential than that permavent inveter-
ate anupachies againit particula Nations ond
paflionate attachmenrts for others fhould e
excluded ; and that in place of them juit and
amicable feelings rowardsall thould be cnltive.
ted. The Namion, which ia:dufgcs towords
gnother an habitual batred, or an habitgal
fordnefs; is in fome degreeaflave: Itis a
fiave toits amimelity or toits affection, either
of wiich 1s fulficient to lead it aftray from its
duty and irs ntereft. Antipathy in one na-
tion agamit another difpofes each more readi-.
ly o oiier infult and njury, to lay hold of
{light caules of umbrage, and to be haughty
and intractzble, when accidenral “or trifling
occaiious of difpute occur.  Hence frcquu;t
coiliions, obitinate, envenomed, and bloody
contelts.  The Nation, prompted by ill will
and refentment, fometimes iwpels to waf
the government, ¢2ulrury tn the beit calcn.
lations of policy. 't he gevernment{ometimes
participares in the natonal propentity, and
adoy ts through palfion what re:xfon would re.
jedt; at other timces is makes the ammolicy
of the nations fubfervient wo projeces of hoft .
Ity watligated by pride, ambition and other
fzalflcr and pernicions motives,  The peace
often, fometiimes perhaps the Iberty, of Na.
tions has been the victin.

Yo likewile, apall.onate attachment of one
nation for anether, preduces a variety of e-
vils. Sympathy for the fuvorite Nation, fa.
cilitating the iliclion of an imaginary com-
won lurerell, o cales where no real common
tercit exitls, and infaling into one the érr.
migies of the ether, betrays the former int
a participation in the quarrels and wars of
the latrer, withour adequate inducement or
juttificacions. It leads alfo to conééfhons to
she 4avorite Nation, of priviledges denied o

“others, which is apt vedoabtedly to injure
the Nuvion making the conceflions ; by ug-
‘ peceflorily parting with what oughe to have
been retuined j—and by exciting jealon!y,
ill will, and a diffofition to reraliate, in the
pasties from whom equal priviledges are
withheld :«~Acd it gives to ambitious, cor-
'E‘d' cr delvded d(itizens (who devote

wmfelves to ibe faverite nation) fucility to
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betray or {aufice the intei¢ts of their cun:

cquniry, witlcut.ed'vnwd; fometimes even
with fopu lrrity ; pildyrg with the *Tpearan-

-
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ces of a virtuous fenfe of ctligation 2 com-
merdable deference for public opinion, or 2
laudable zeal for public gocd, the bafe or
foolifb compliances of ambition, corruption
or infatuation. _

Asavenues to foreign influence in innumer-
able ways, fuch attachments are particularly
alarming to the truly enlightered and  inde-
pendent Patriot. How many opportunities
co they ufford to tamper with doméftic faéti-
ons,. to practice the arts of {cdidiion, to mi-
{lezd public opinion, to infiuerce or awethe
Public Councils! Such an atrachirent towards
4 fmall or weak, towardsa great and pow-
crinl nation, dooms the formrer to the fatel-
lites of the latrer. ;

Agaiult the infiduous wiles of foreign in-
fluence (I conjure to believe me, fellow citi-
zeirs) the jealoufy, of 2 free people ought to
Be corflantly awake ; fince Intlory and ex-
pericnice prove that foreign influence is one of
the moft baneful foes of 1 epublican Govern.
ment. - But thur jealouly to begfeiunl, muft be

inpartial ; clie it beccmwes the milrument of |

the very infltence to be avoided, inftead of a
deferice againit it Exceflive partiality for
one foreign nation, and exceflive diflike for
another, czufe thofe whom they 2&tuate to
fee dnger only on crefide, and ferve to veil
and even fecond the arts of influence on the
other. Real patricts, who may refift the in-
trigues of the favorite, are liable to beceme
{uipected and odicus; while its tools and
cupes uiurp the applanfe snd confidence of
the people, to {urrencer their interefts.

1 he greatrule of condudt for us, in regard
to foreign nations, is in extending our com-
mercial relations, to hivé with them aslittle
{ olitical cormcétion as pofiible.
have already formed engagements, let them
be fulfilled with perfett geed faith:” Here let
us ttop. ' _

Eurcpe has a {et of primary interefts, which
to us have none, ora very remote relation:
Hence fhe muit be engaged in frequent con-
troverfies, the caufes cf which are effentially
foreign to our coucerns:  lience, tigreiore,
it muit be unwife in us to implicate ourfelves,
by artificial ties, in the ordinary viciflitudes of

her politics, in the erdinary comubnations and” |

collifions of her friendihips or enmities.

Our detached and diftant [ituation iuvites
and enabies us to purfue a ditferent ecourie:
1f we remain one people, under an efhcient
governient, the perwd isnot far cff, when
we may defy material injéry from ' external
apnoyance ; when we may take {uch an atri-
tude s wiil caule the neutrality, we may at
any time refolve vpon, to be {crupulowly
refpecied ; when Lelliperent nations, undey
the impotlibility of making acquifitions upon
us, will not lighitly hazard the giving uspro-
vocation ; when we may choofe peace or war,
as our intereft; guided by juftice, fhall coun-
fel.

Why forego theadvantages of fo peculiar
a fitwation ? \v hy quit our own 10 {tai:d up-’
on foreign ground! Why, by interweaving
out defliny with that of any part of Eu ofc,
entengle our yeace and prolperity in the 1cils
of European ambiten, rivallup, interett,
humour or caprice ? ' '

"11s our true policy to ficer clear of per-
manent alliznees, with any poriion of the {o-
reign world ; fo far, I wean, as we are a
liberty to do it ; for letme be wunder-
ftood as capable of patronifing infidelity to
exiliing engagements. 1 hcld the maxim ro
lefs applicuble topublic than to private affairs,
that honeily is the beft policy. 1 repeat it
therefore, let thofe eigagmentsbe obieived
in their geruine fenfe. But in my épinion, it
;s upnecadlary and v ould be unwife fo extend
them~

Taking care alwzys to keep ouriclves, by
foituble eitubliflmer.ts, on a refpe@:zble de-
fenfive poflure, we may fafely truft to ten-
porery alliaices for extraordinary emergen-
cies.

Harmony, liberal intercourfe with all na-
tions, are recommerded by policy, bumanity
and intereft.  But even our commercial Fo-
Licy fLould hold sn equal ind impartial hand,
neither feeking nor granting exclufive favors
cr preferences ; coniulting the natural covrle
of things ; difiufing and diverfifying by gentle
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| means the fireams of commerce, but lercing

u

fo far aswe |

|
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| defects, nct to thik it probatble thay I
have cemmitted many errcre.

|.‘

nlotking, fﬂﬁb]iﬁ:iﬁg’%i'th pcwﬁ%% dlfpaﬁ-

ed, in order to give trade a flable courfe, 1o .

defire the rights cf ournierchiants ardtoen-
able the goverrmenr to fupport them'; con-
venticnal rules of intercourfe, the beit thit

grefent circumflarces zrd n.utusl cpirion

will permit, buttemporary, and Ezble toke
frem tin € to time abancdoncd or varied, as ex-
periecce ind carcumftances fhall dictate ;
cenfizntly keeping in view, that’ts folly in
one nation to lock for difinterefied favcurs
from zncther; that'it nuit pay with aror-
tion of itsindererderceier whateveritmay
accept uncer that charaéter : that by fuch
ccceptarnce, it may place itfelf in the cerds
ticn of having given equivalents for rior inal
favours, 2nd yet of being reproachea with
ingratittde {or rot givirg more. 1 here can
be no greater errcr thom to expeét, or cal-
culate vpon realfavours frem rotion igena<
tion. ”iis anjbleficn ¥hidh expericuce mult
cure, which o jLft pride cught o difcard..

Injcbferving to you, ny ecuntrymen,
thefe ccunfels of an old acd affe lonate

‘frierd, 1 dare nct hope they will make the

lafting imprcfion I cculd wifly; that they

will contrcul the ufual current of the gofii-

crs, Or preventetr nation from runuing the
courfe w hich has hithertomarked che dfliny

of nations ; ButifI may even flatier mylelf

that they wzy be predudtive of fome partial
kerefit, feme cecefional geod'; that they
may now and then recur to mocerate the fury

of party {pirit, to warn zgaindt the mifchiefs .

of party intrigne, to guard sgsivit the im-
recliuresof pretended patriotiic ; this hope
will be a full recomyence for the folicitude

for your welfare, by which they have been

diftated: -

How far in the difcbarge of my official du-

ties, I have been guided by the fprineiples

w hich have been delineated, the public re-
cords and other evidences of my conduct muft
witnefs tp votrznd to the world. To myfelf
the afltra: ce of my confcience is, that I have
at leafl believed myfelf tobe guiced by them-

In relatien tothe ffill fubfiftirg war it Eu-
rofe, my groclamation of the 2adof April
1703, istheindextomy plan: Sanér'bied
by yeur approvirg voice and by that efycur
Reprefentatives in"beth Heufes of Co',-grffs,
the fpiritof that meafure has continually go-
verted me : unirfluenced by any attempts

ceter cr divert e {remit.

After deliberate examivat'on with the a'd
of the Leit iiplrs T could obtam, 1 was weil
fatistied 1hat our country, under all the >
cun flapces of the cale, had a right 1o 1
and wes bourd inintereft and cuty, &

a nedtral’poiition. Piaving teken it @
termined, as furas fheuid veyp nd s
to maintain it, with moderocon, -
rirce, :nd frmpeis. PR e

T1ke corfiderstors with v red to the
righi tobLold this coruned, i 1o neceilaryon
this cccafien toderals I dvill cnl;f obf¥rve,
that according 10 my vrde ﬁandii'!g ef the
matter, thetright, (o far frem teirg denied
by any of the belligerent Powers; has been
virtually admitred by o1l £,
~ The duty of holdinga neutralcbndui& may
be inferred, withont any thing nore,| from
the obligaticn which juftice and humanity im,
pofe on every nation, incafes in which it is
free to aét, ro maintain inviolaté the relations
of peace and amity towards other natigne. -

»

“Lhe inducements f intereft for cbf_erving |

that condu® will beft ke referred 16 your own
ré¢fleflions and experignce.  With me,i apre-
cominant motive has been to endeavour tor

gain Ume to our ceuntry to fettle and matnre

its yet recent itflitutieps, and to.progréfs
without inierrupticn, to thit degree of con.
{ftency, vbich is recefizry to give it, hu.
manely fpeuking, the command of its own
fortunes. - ' :
1.11911gh in reviewing ths incidents of my
adminifiratiecn, Iam uncenidcus of miention-
al errer, I smpeverthelefs tco ferfible -Of'IﬁY

Whatever
they may be, I {fervently befeech ihe almijoh.
o

ty to avirt or mrtigate the evils to which

they way tend. I thall alto carry with e

tke bore.that my covntry will zever ceafe to
view than with rdulgerce ; ond ihar aftec
forty fiveyears cf my h e dedicated 1o itsfer-

may

S ol




