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fuch neutral nations, the Frenth Republic
has forborne to exercife this right, the for.
bearance lias been perfedtly gratoitous. The
U. States, by virtue of their traaty of com-
merce with France, (fand on different ground-

In the year 1778, France voluntary &n.
tered into a comwercial treaty with us, on
principles of perfedt reciprodity ; and exprefs.
ly thipulating, that free Jhips fhauld make free

grods—TVhat is, if France fhould be st war

S

with any matioa with whom the United States

fhon'd be at peace, the goods (except contra.
bund) and the perfons of ber eremies (Toldi-
ers ia a@ual fervice excepted) found on board
Uie villels of the United States, were to be
free from ‘capture. That, on the o:her hand,
if the United “States fhould engage in ‘war.
witinany nation, while France remained at
peace, then the goods (except contruband)
and the perfons of our enemies (lotdiers in
actuul lervice excepted) found on board
¥rench veflels, were alfo ta be ree from cap-
tare.  Thisis plaily exprefiid in the 23d
article of that treaty, and denontivates, that
the reciprocity thereby (hpalated, was to o-
perite at different perisds—T1hat is, at one
time in favour of one of tae contradting par-
ties, and of tiie other at another time. At
the prefent toe the United Stat s beiny at
peice, they pollefs, by the treary, the right
of carrying ibe goods of the enemes of
France, wihout funjectny them to capture:
But what do the {pirii of the decree of the Ex
ecutve ivectory, and the current of your
obfervations require ? That the United
States (hould now gratuitoully rencunceths
right.. And what reafon is adigned for de:
nying to us the enjoyment of this rigat?
Your own words furnith the antwers
“France hound by treaty to the United Startes,
 could fin  enly areal -.::/i.*d'r.wrrmge m the ar-

“ fpectod as Awmnerican property, Eagliih pro-
“ perty fo ind on board American vellels.”
1 hus requilition, and the reafon ailigned to
fupport i, alike excite furprite. I'he A-
merican gavernent, fir, confcious of the
purity of its iutentions, of its unpartial ob-
fervance of the laws of ngutrality, of its in-
violable regard to treaties, cannot for a mos
ment adntit that it has forfeied the right to
claim a reciprocal obfervance of ttipulations
01 the part of the French republic, whofe
friendiiip, moreover, it has ever cultivated
with pecfect fincerity. — Thisright, former-
ly niringed by a decree of the National Coa-
vension, wis recogaized anew by the repeal
of that decrce. \Why it fhould be again
queibioned, we are at a lofs 1o determne.
We sreignorant of any new reltraints on
our conmarce by the Britih government ;
on the coatrary, we pollefs recent official in.
formation, that no new orders bave been iffi.

-
¢d« “L'he captures made by the Britith, of thefe orders ?

Awmerican vellels having French Broperty on
heard. ire warranted by ‘the law of nations.
4 ice and aperation of this law, was con.

lited by Pianas < : Sta o -
terantared by France and the United Stages, ! itfelf reduced 1o the nece!l

. planarion of thig natare :
- formed that a new line 0
+ dopted towards this count

wheu they tormed their treaty of commerce
and ther fpecial {bipulation o1 this o,
Was meant as an exception to an uaiverfial
rule. Weither oor weaknefs nor our {trength

| prefies of American feamen by Britifh fhips ;
| and complain, that the government of the

Mlighitelt grouad to fufped that the govern-

!

have anv choice, when the queition concérns

the obtervance o a known rule of the faw of
nations.

You arc pleafed to remark, that the con.
duct of Lireat Britain, in cpraring American
vellils, bound to and-from French ports,
L.ibeen the tulject of anore, which, on the
agth of September, 1795, you addrefled to
the “ecretary of State, but which remained
Voiiout an anfwer.s  Very fufficient reafons
way be afligned for the omillien, The fub.
jeck, i all irs alpects, had been aiready offici-
wly and publdy difcuffed : and the prmciples
and ultiwate m-afures of the Ugited States,
founded on their indifputable ri thts, were
ss'publicly fixed.  Barif the fubject had not,
by the previous dif ullions, beefs already ex.
havied, can ic be a matier of fl'lrlll‘ll't" that

there thonld bea repugoance to afwer a let.

1% cont ii.l-*;; (ich mlinuations ds thefe ? —
“ Tt wuul thets be dear to every man who

will difcard prejudices, love, hatred, and,

““ina word all he pallions which lead the

fdgmient aftray, that the French Repub
e would have a riohe to complain, it the
" Aucnican government fulferedthe Englih

\ “.orders were iffued for the feizure of neu-

A

“tointernupt the commercial relations which
““ exift between her and the United States ;
“ifoy a Efserﬁ:iom condefcenfion, it permit.
& u’ nglith to violate a right, which it
“ought, for its owi bowour and intereft, 15
“defen,| ;=if under the ¢bak of neutrality, it
“prefented 10 England a poignard, to cut
““the throat of its faithful ally : if, in fine,
“Ppartaking in the tyrammical wnd homicidal
“Crage of Great. Britain, it concivred o plunge
““the people of France into the horrors of
“tamine.”  For the fuke of prefervitrg har.

mony, filence was preferred to comment up-
on thefe infinnations.
Yoa ave alfo-pleafed torefer ta your let-

ters of March and April laft, relutive to im-
.

United States had wot  made known to
you the fteps they had taken to obtain- fac-.
faction. T'his, fir, was 2 matter which con-
cerned only that government. ~ As an inde.
pendent vation, we were not bouad to ren.
der an acconnt to any other, of the meufures
we deemed proper for the protection of our
own citizens, {o long as there wasnot \he

meut ever acquielced in any agereflion.

But permit me to recur to the fubjel of
the decree of the Executive Directory.
_ As betore obferved, we are officially in-
formed, the Britif government have iffued
N0 new orders for cupturing the veflels of the
United Statess  We are alfy officially inform-
ed; that on the appearance of the notification
of thatdecree, the minilter.of United States
at Paris, applied for nformation, ¢ whather

“ tral vellels, and was informed, that no fuch

“ order wasiTued : and further, that nope

1 : _ . ““ fuch would be iffued, in cafe the Britith did
“ ucles of that treaty, which caufed to be re.

“ not feize our veflels,.”” - This cominunica.
tion fron the minifter of the U, States at
Paris, to their minifker iy London, wasdated
the 28th of Augull. But the decree of the
Diredtory bears date the 14th Meiiidor, ay.
{wering to the 2d of - Julys  Thefe eircum.
ftances, together with fo-ue obfervarions in
your note, leave the American fovernment
in a flate of uncertainty of the reg) intentions
of the government of France. Allow mé,
then to alk, whetherin the adyal {tate of
thing . our commerce is confidered as liable~
to fuifer any new rettrictions on the part of
the Freach republic? Wh ther the reftraints
now exercifed by the Britih government

- are conlidered as of a nargre to juttify a denigl

of theie right which are pledged to us by our
treaty with your nation? Whether orders
have been adtually given to the inips of war
and privateers of the French republic to cap.
wire the veflels of the United tutes? And
what, if they exilt, are the precile terms of

Thefe quettions, fir, you will fee are high.
ly interetting the United States.

Itis with
extreme concern tha

t the government finds
ity of alkins un ex.
andif it thall be -
fconduétis to be a.
. Ty, onthe ground
of the decreereferred to, jrg furprize will
equal its regret, that principles fhould now
be queltioned, which, after repeated difeuf.
fions, both here and in France, have been
demonitrated to be founded, as we conceive,
i\ the rhlig:\tiom of ippartial neatrality, of
ftiputations by treaty, and of the law of nati.
ons« 1L hope, fir, you will find it convenient,
by anearly anfiwer, toremove the (ufpenfe
in which the government of the United States
is now held on the queftions above {lated.

1 {hall clofe this letter by one remark on the
fingularity of your cauling the publication of
your note.  As it concerned the United
Ntates, it was properly addreffed to its on.
vernment, to which alone pertained the right
of communicating it in fuch time and manier
as it thould think fit, ro the citizens of the U.
States.  Iam, Sir, with great refped,

Your moft cbedient {ervane,

TIMOTHY PICKERING.

NEWBERN, NoveMmarn 1
Extrad of a letter from Norfolk, dated No.
vember 112,
On Walncfda)- arrived from I.h}g:mc,

ceive a reward of ten pounds, or fiv

e —

Capt. Dunn, of {he floop Polly of this pore,

which was captured and carriedin there fome
confiderable time fince, and from whence he
efcaped on the 15:h O&ober laft, after fruie .

lefs exertions for the recovery of his veflel.

Capt. Benj. Parker of the fchooner Three
Friends of Charlefton, and Capt. Brown ef,
the fchooner Hibernia of New-York, ftill re-

mained there, endeu\'ourhxg toobtain the re.
leafe of their veflels.
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place of the moon,
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year,
For bitters, to prevent the fever and
ague,
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A method for preferving meet frefh for v holes
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Ordersfrom the country (by poft or other-
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UN.away from the fubfcriber, in the

l month of September, two negro men,
LENO AND WILL,
LENO is afloat made negro, of a yellow
complection, with a large fcar on one of his.
cheeks.  WILL, is a tall flout made ne.
gro, and very black, the fmall of one of his
legs larger than the other, they are both
armed, and by the belt information 1 can
gather, aregone to Newbern, or Clubfoot’s
creek but afew days paft.  An perfon that
will apprebend and fecure fai negroes, (o
that 1 get them, {la) be entitled to, and re.

¢ pounds.

for cither of them, and all reafonable expen<

ces paid.
: JOSIAH FOWARD.
New-River, Onflzw colimty, Oficher 4

FOR SAL E,
SIX hundred and fo:ty acres of land lyi
in the flate of Tennefee, and in " e
county of Davidfon, on the Cumberland ri.
ver. Ao undoubted right will be made the
purchafer : for terms apply to

THOMAS CURTIS.

Nevember 19,

-

—

HE bulinefs refpe@ing the copartner.

fhip of HARGET & Dowss; is amica.
bly fettled to the fatisfaction of the fabfcriber,
FRED. HARGET.

November 8.




