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SEMPER PRO LIBERTATE ET BONO PUBLICO.

GOVERNDR JOHNSTONE's SPEECH, on the
%{nﬂianﬁpr RE-COMMITTING fhe Addrels, db-
claring the Colony of Maflachufetts-Bay in Rebel-
lion.

Mr.

SPEAKER,

Sentence upon a MERITORIQUS,
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] cd ‘to flur this Poiac, - and al-
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RSE. " This was the Subjut of Con-
tention in the c.wil Wars of Lharles the Firft: [t
iy this Privilege alone which makes the Houl: of
Commons rcfpc\l..b?"' This was the Point which
HAMPDEN obtained for us! And 1 leave every
one acquainted with the Hiftory of thole memora-
ble Times, to determin® in his own Mind, whe-
ther we thould ‘ever huve enjoyed this Blefing, if
be had tamely paid the Tax, and had »ot RE-

SISTED ?"—From this Power we derive the Cer-
tainty of affembling the Reprefentarives of the Peo-
ple; by this Redrefs of Grievances mav PRECEDE

Supplics ; and the Secusity that-the Memu witl
‘notgl:abuﬁ:d is derived from hence, that the Hoelo

‘cannot impofe on others, what they are not to fecl
‘themfelves. By the Principles of the Contitation,
‘every Man (hould be reprefented ; but the Devia-
tion ‘from a Rule, too nice for Practice, 1s fately
borne, becaufe the Intereit of cvery I‘Jllllxumr
Member remains as a Pledge, that to Jndividual
can be overbutthened s When this Security 15 re-
moved, there is no lunger Safety for thofe to whom
the Fa@ does notapply. What is the Cafe ref-
pefling the Americans? Does any Member feel
himfelt alfefted by the Impolitions he thall lay on
them ? Nay, does not the CONTRARY PRIN-

“CIPLE prevail > The more he Hall BURTTTEN

America, the more he will RELIEVE himfelf, —
JUDGE HOBBERT fays, ** If an At of Parlia.
ment was made, conitituting a Man a Judge in his
own Caufe, it woeld be void by the Law of Na
wire.”  ¥et fuch is the precife Situation 1n which
we contend we ought to be placed reipecting the
Americans, and for the Denial of which we are
yeady to condemn our fellow Subjects to all the Tor-
tures enalted by the Laws of 'I'realon.

Let us look round, and view the Fate of different
Statés that have yielded or preferved the Privileges
for which the Americans contend. So foon as the
CORTES loft this Power, . their Slavery was com-

eat, PORTUGAL has now no Veltige of this

slladium.——Here is Tyranny fupreme! In
FRANCE, where the Traces are left (as in the
Payr ¥ etat) their Happinels is d:ﬂmgmﬂ' able from
the Mifery of other Parts, In Britain we are yet
free, becaufe we retain it. In HOLLAND,
SWITZLRLAND. and the other States of Europe,
they are more or lefs fo as they preferve it.
mnt are the Circamftances that ditinguifh and
Pma the BRITISH Colonies from thofe of O-
CHER Nations ? The Reprefentatives of the Peo-

EFORE you pronounce this dreadful .
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ple met in GENSRAL ASSEMBLY,
by the Parltamen| of Great-Britain takes place,

Affemblies of the leople will ever fheet ; and it 4s
confefled that Admirulty Courts, ('xiulaxmmg Tri-

axauog. cx;e t.len. are all the e DAl
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-Wi_ all their Train- fDqJendcn:s, as.
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Confiderations can have no Doubt on this Matter,
IJe that as it may, certain it i:, that thL Difcaflion
ot {‘113 mr.i uupurlam (Ju ftion was debated in this
' ABILITIES, after
whe 11LJLLL31 INK URN‘ '\ I'ION, that ever ac-
companicd.any political Queftgons.  The Decifion
was IN FAVOUR of the Ameéricans ; the Stamp
Adt was repealed, 1 admit that *¢ Principles of
EXPEDIFNCY™ are alledged to the REASON,
in the Preamble of the Bill  bar the Men wha bold-
ly DENIED duarieg this' Difcaflion, the Power of
taxingthe Cotontes; a5 tonftitutionally exifling in
“the Commons of Great-Britain, namvely, LORD
CHATHAM and LORD CAMDEN, (Men of as
extraordinary 1alents as ever adorned Soci ety) the
one wis made Prime Minifter, the other wis Lreat-
ed a Peer, and Lord HI"'h Chancellor of GreatBri-
tain, the ]‘.uptr of the I\Inp s Con{cience! What

American conld have retained any l)nuui ol his
Canie inthe Mind of his Majelty, or the Nation,
atter fuch a Decifion 7 The mmprumrhng A€t foon
followed (for the Sake of gratifying 2 arty) violat-
it all the Prmuples of Commerce and Policy in
the lump-giving Drawbacks here, “ exalting Dities
thr;. committing the Power and Authority of the
Nntion on Su hntcts which never could produce any
effectual Revenue, and thisin a Manner that ail
Men of Senfe mult ever condemn.,

When the Americans, faw, *Jy’ this A& of Parlia.
meng,  that the preat-Queftion was likely agaif to
return upon them, in the Proprefs of Time, through
the Creed, Ignorance, or Caprice of Statefmen,
they mect the Pofition in fly, circuitous, quef-
tionable Shape ; they recurred to their old Princi-
ples; they revolted againit the Preamble; they
tranfmitted Petitions ; and all failing, they enter-
ed into Non,Importation Agreements. This pro-
duced LORD HILLSBOROUGH's circular Let-
ter, which I will repeat again and again, #ll a
-contrary Condu@ is purfued; for no fatisfultory
Anfwer can be given about it, while the prefent
Doétrines are avowed. The Americans, thus
FORTIFIED in their Opinions concerning the
Points of Taxation, are unanimous AGAINST our
Power, from NOVA SCOTIA TO GEORGIA,
If there be any-Doubt on this Faft, why not call
GOVERNOR EDEN ? We are told he lately ar-
rived: It would have been becoming to have pro-
duced him. But I call on his Rc]auum. I'riends,

| or any Man, to contradi@t me in this Affertion,
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and the
TRIAL BY JURY.—If the Syllem” of Taxation

what Bemg can be fo credulous as to expect the. ]

als by Jury, are neteflary to enforce this Species of
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. I'g t can c?hdemn them, and ret:ﬂn ;ﬂ? 21

“ that the Americans arc aianimous 13u.m thiy
Power of Taxation, as lodged in the Brt i Par-
liament.”” - ‘Uhey are relolvedito rentt ; and iince
you have placed them in a Siwation where the

muft cither be Rebels or Slaves, the Blamé maft llé

with thofe who have dmvc thenr to this Ddelnn
lr! ﬁ;fcuﬁing the Queticn of KESIST,
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MPS’O‘W were ‘HANGED or J‘gf-
cording to Aét of Parliament, g

[ have now flated the Arguments which thould
induce you to paule at leaft before you take this ir-

vetrievable Step. I (hall examine next the Confe-
qUCIIL = 1

Suppofe we thould SUCCEED in fubdum the
Americans, is it not clear from hencunrward that
we muit govern them by MILITARY FORGE?
Mult not our Army be increa'ed in Propuruon e
While his Majeity retains the Power of moving his
‘Troops from one Part of his Dominions to anocher,

can there be any Safety-for-the Liberties of THIS

Launtr) ? If the Mortification begins . at the EX-
TREMITIES, will it not foon communicate to :he

. CENTRE? Every Man acquainted with the Hif-

tory of Nations, muft forefee the Confequences.
If we FAIL in the Attempt, which is the happiest
Event that can occar, what Difficulties may not
difgait, Irritations and all the Horrors of civil
War, engender? While the Jultice and Moderati-
on of this Country are blotted from the Face of the
Earth, and the accumulated Expence, when the
tiprings of Riches cut off, muft SHAKE PUBLIC
CREDIT to the very Centre,

The noble Lord has hinted, *¢if repealing the
Tea I'ax would do, he would yield that,”” and he
1puak> even FAINTLY on the Power of Taxation.
If thefe are his l’nnctp!cs we are yet more inexcufa-
ble. We ara going to punith Men for MAIN-
TAINIG What we are ready to YIELD, and to
cigage the Nartion in endlefs E Xpence for the JQLC
of a QUIDDITY. Since whether rencunced on
the Princi; ples of Expediency or Right, the Satis-
faction niuft be equally compleat to the Americans,

But the noble Lord alledges, * thar yielding the
Point of Taxation would not now do.”” This is
Conje€ture on his Part: But at’lealt it would pro.
duce this good Effiét,—we would divide the Ame-
ricans 3 we (hould unite Men in this Country, and
goto the Conteft with be'ter Hopes of Succefs,—
‘The Proofs the noble Lord gives for his Opinion
are feveral INDISCRETE Aéls of difierent Mcc -
ings fince the lalt Cnfuficn in- America.  Such
Detail never affe@s me. It'.ink no Conclufion can
be drawn from them. In all civil Wars, when the
l'mplc are let loofe to reaton on L-mernmcm a
Thoufand ablurd Doctrines are broached., 1 -+ *us
apply this to our own Country—let s rcncmlxr all
the ridiculous Circumftances which HUDIBRAS
has painted better than I can.  Bur fhoold the
GRLAT CAUSE OF LILERTY, in which our
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