and that Wafthingtort would not be able to colls& an army
enough to refilt the exertions of Howe. - He conclud-
ed, by oblerving that nothing lefs, in his opinion, than the
intervention of Providence, could prevent the ruin of Bri-
uin.l’
Extralt of a letter from FRANCE, dated May 22, 1777-
¢ Qur privateers and cruifers in the channel have raifed
the enfurance in London. One of my friends here lately
paid ten pér cent. between Dover and Calais. Capt. Co-
nyngham imprudently returning into Dunkirk with two priz-
es, was apprehended, with his people, at the requeft of the
Court of England, arld put into prifon, on pretence of pi-
racy, but having a commuffion from Congrefs, they are dif-
charged ; the prizes, however, being reclaimed, will be deli-
vered up, the fitting out at Junkirk being contrary to treas
ties, which muft bo obferved tili war is declared.”
Extrait of a letzer from a Gentleman of eharafler at Martinico,
St. Piere, June 24, 1777

The a& of Patliament that was lately paffed for the pur-
pofe of deftroyiig our co:nmerce, by imprifoning our [ea-
men, has begun to eperate among the iflands.  Ail Ameri-
cans that are now takean, are clolely confined until and op-
portunil{ offers for tending themn to Great-Britain.,

By a letter trom Bofton we learn, that Capt. Fifk, who
was faid to be tdken, is arrived with a very valuable cargo
from France, and that Capt. Clouiton’s richelt prize has al-
1o got fafe in.

In CON G RE &S, Fuly 29, 1777.

Refolved, that zninga.ry be made iato the ieajon of the eva-
cuation uf Ticunderoga and Mount [ndependence, and into the
condu of the G:neral officers wio were 1a the northern depart-
micat at the time of the evacuartion. y A

That a committee be appointed to digelt and report the mode
of conduéting the inquiry, ._

Tsly 30. Refolved, that Major General S:. Clair, who com-
manded at Ticoaderoga and Mount Indepeadesnice, furthwith re-
pair to head qyarters.

Auguft 1. Refelved, that Major
to repair to head quarters. o i :

That General Wathington be directed to order {uch General
officer as he fhall think proper, immediately to repair to the
northern departm=nt, to relieve Mzjor General Schuyler in’ his

* cdmmand there. - ;
That Brigadier Poor, Brigadicr Patterfon, and Brigadier Roché
de Fermoy be direted to repair 10 head quarters,

Augufl 3. Refolued, that General Wathington be direfted to
order the General whom he fhall judge proper, to relieve Gene-

General Sch"uy!'cr !;c dire¥ed

ral Schuyler in his command, to repair with all poflible expedt-’

tion, to the northern depariment, piving him diregtions what
number of militia to eall from the 3Stares of New Hampthire,
Maifachufetts Bay, Cooneflicu:, New York, New Jerfey, ‘and
Penafylvania. , < Lol

That notice be immediately fent to the evecutive powers of the
faid States, and that they be earneiily requeited to get the mili-
tia in thofe parts of their refpeQive States molt contiguods to the
northern department, ready to march at a moment’s warning,
and to fend with all poflible expedition, fuch parts of them as the
General comnfanding in the northern department, thall require,
to ferve til] the 15:h of Noventbet if not fooner reliéved by con-
tinental troops, or difmiffled by the cemmanding officer of the
department, and be entitled to continental pay and r:tions.

‘That the commanding officer in the northern department have
difcretionary power to make requifitions on the State aforefaid,
from time to time, for {dch addizional numbers of .the militia to
ferve in that department as he fhall judge neceffary for the pub-
lic fervice; . '

Whereas it is reprefonted to Congrefs that General Walhing-
ton is of opinion that the imnicdiate recall of all the Brigadiers
from the northern department may be prodaltive of inconveni-
ence to the public fervice.

Refolyed, thac the ctder of Congrefs the firlt day of this month,
refpecting the faid Brigadiers; be fulpended; undl General
Wathington fhall judg= it may be carried into effeét with fafery.

Extra@ from the minutes.

! CHARLES THOMSCN, Sec'ry:

We bear that M2jor General Gates is appointed to command
in the northern department, with orders immediately to repair
thither.

Extrad of a lter from Paris, March 12, 1777.
¢ All Europe is for you. The feparate conititutions of tae fe-
veral States are alfo tranllating and publithing heré, which af-
ford abundance of fpeculation to the politicians of Rurope, and
it is a general opinion, that if you fucceed in eftablithing your
liberties, you will, 4s foon as peace is reftored, réceive an im-
menfe addition of nambers and wezlth from Europe; by the fa-

ry their eftates with them. Tyranny is fo generally effablifheq
in the reft of the world, that the profpe ot an afylem in Ame.
rica for thofe who love liberty, gives generally joy, and your
caufe is efteemed the caufe of mankind. ~ Slaves naturally become
bafe as well as wretched: You are fighting for the dignity and
happinefls of human na:ure. Glorious is it for the Americans o
be called by Providence to this poft of honour; curfed and deef.
ed will every one be that deferts or betrays it.” :
A letter from B::njam?r_t Franklin gnd Silas Deane, g"fajr“' fo
lord >tormont, the Englilh ambajladour at Paris.
Afy Lorp, _ e Pawis, April 2, 1yyy.
We did ourfelves the honour of writing fume time iince 1o
your lordthip, on the fubjet-of exchangiug prifoners. You did
not condelcend to give us any an{wer, and therefore we expet

noae to this. 'We however take the liberty of feading you co.

pies of certain depofittons which we fhall tran{mit to Congrefs,

whereby it will be known to your court that the Uaited States

are not unacquainted with the barbarous trea:ment thicir people
reczive when they have the misfortune ot bzing your prifonersin
here in Europe; and shat, if your conduct towards us.is aot al-
tered, it is moc unlikely that fevers reprifals’ may be thoughe
juftifable, from the neceflity of putting fome check to fuch ago._
minable practices. ] ;

For the {ike of humanity, 1t is to be wifhed that men would

endeavour to alleviate, as mych as puﬂib!e; the unavoidable mi- .

feries attending a itate of war. It has been faid, that amon

the civilized nations of Europe the ancicnt horrérs of that ftate ,
are much diminiflied ; but the compelling men by chains, (tripes,

and famine, to fight againif their fricads and relations, is a pew
mode of barbarity, which your nation alone has the honour of
inventing; and the fending American prifoners of war to' Africe
ind Atia, recforé from all probabilify of exchange, and whee
they €an {carce hope ever to hear from their families, even if the
onwholfomenefs of the climate does not put a {pecdy exd totheir
lives, is a maonerof treating captives that you can juilify by no
other precedent or cuftomr éxcept that of the black favages of
Guined, : | |

We are your lordhip’s moft obedi¢nt humble fervants,

- B. FRANKLIN.
de . g - ¥ S. DEANE,.
Lord Vijcount StorRMORT. ’ | i3

To tne above letrer the following infolent reply was made,

““ The king’s ambaffadour receives no letters from rebels, exceft @

2

dubex they cowie to aft mercy.’ _ f s
Extradt of aletier from a Gentiersén at Paris, May 27, 1777-
*¢ There is jait _
to the fheriffs' of Briftol, in which-he paints the prefesr flare of
Biitair in ftrong colours, but I think with truth.  We behold
{lays he) our, native land, which ufed o fit the envied Zrbiter of

all her neighbours, reduced 10 a fervile dependence on their mer- -

€y ; acquicfcing in afurances of friendthip, which flie dues not
trult ; complaining of hoftilities, which th= dares not refent; de-
ficient to her allies § lofty to her fubJeéts ; fubmiffive to hef ene-
mies. Indeed, our affairs are in a very bad condition.
fure thofe gentlemen who have prayed for war, and obtained the,
Rlcl}iag‘thcy have fought, that they are ac this inftanc in very great

raits.
ger to feed its diftemper.
of twen:y hireling Rates, have contended only with the anprepar-
ed firength of oar own infant colonies; but America is not fub.
dued. Not one unattacked Village, which was originaily ad-

verfe, throughout that vait continent, has yet fubmicted from love

or terrour. You have the ground you encamp on, and you have
»o more. The events of this war are of fo much greater magai-
tdde, than thofe who either wifh=d or feared it ever locked for,

that this alone ought to fill every confiderate mind with anxiety |

and diffidence. Wife men ofien tremble at the very things which
fill the thooghtlefs with fecurity. = For many reafons, I do not
chcole to expofe to public view the particulars of the fitate in

which you flood with regard to foreignt powers during the whole -

courfe of the laft year. Whether yoa are yet wholly out of dan-
ger from thofe powers is more than I know, or than your rulers
can divine ; but even, if I were certain of my fafety, I counld not
eaiily forgive thoie who had brought we into the mof dreadful pe-.
rils, dbccaufe, by sccidents unforefeen by them or me, I have ef-
caped-

“« ] have not time to add my own refle@ions. to the above; I ~

will only fay, that another year’s brave and virtuous defence of
our liberties will probably put an end to our difficulties, and cfia-

blim our independence, which will probably be introdu&tory to
a profperity of which we at prefent'can fcarce form a conctﬁﬁon."é '

WILLIAMG&BURG, Auyuf 22

A Corrélpondent informs, that upon notice being receiyed of -

the approach of the Brivith fleet to our capes, the Council imme-
diately met at the Capitol ; and as his Excellency the Governor
was at that time out of town, orders were immediately. iflped by

the Lieutenant Governce to the county lientenants throughout the

Idoal-

The abufed wealth of this coentry continues a litde lon- -
As yet; thé¥, and their German sllies

ablifhed in Kngland a letter ium Mr. Buke -

milies who will go-over to participate your privileges, and car- commonwealth to prepare their feveral corps of militia to march B




