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authority, triBunals in the country itfelf fully competent to ad-
minifter jultice on all offenders. Bat if there are not, and thas
we muft {uppofe a thing fo humiliating to our government, as
that all this vaft continent thould unanimoufly concur in think-
ing that no ill fortune can convert refiftance to the royal autho-
rity into a criminal a&t, we may call the effe& of our viftory
peace or obedience, or what we will, but the war is not ended :
the hoitile mind continves in full vigour, and it continues under
a worfe form. If your peace be no more than a fullen paufe from
arms,_ if their quiet be nothing bat the meditation. of revenge,
where {mitten pride, {marting from its wounds, fefters into new
rancour, neither the a& of Henry the 8th, nor its handmaid of
this reign,. will anfwer any wife end of policy or jultice. For

if the bloody fields, which they faw and felt, are mot fufficient
- ro fubdue the reafon of Americans, (10 ufe the expreflive phrafe
of a great Lord in office) it is not the judicial {laughter which is
made 1n another hemiiphere againit their univerfal fenfe of ju-
ftice, that will ever reconcile them to the Britith government,

I take it for granted, gentleinen,” that we fympathize in a
proper horror of all punifhinent fusther that as it ferves for an
example. To whom then does the example of an execution in
England for this American rebellion apply? Remember! we
are told every dav chat the prefent is a conteft between the two
countries; and that we in England are at war for our own dig-
nitv againft our rebellious children. Is this true? Ific be, it is
furely among fuch rebeilious children that examples for difobe-
dience fhould be made. . For whoever thought of inftru&ting pa-
rents in their duty by an example from the punifiment of a dif-
obedient fon? As well might the execurion of a fugitive Negro
in the plantations be confidéered as a lcflon to teach mafters hu-
manity to their flaves. - Such executions may indeed fatiate our
revenge, they may harden our hearts, and puft us with pride
and arrogance. Alas! this is not inftruétion. _

If any thing can be drawn from fuch examples by a parity of
the cafe, it is to fhew how deep thezir crime, and how heavy
their punifhment will be, who thail at any time dare to refift a
diftant power (aftually difpofiug of their property) without
their voice or confent to the difpofition ; and overturning their
franchifes, without charge or hearing. God forbid that Eng-
land fhonld ever read this lefion written in the blood of any of
her offspring ! .

War is at prefent carried on between the King’s natural and
foreign troops on one fide, and the Englith in America on the
other, upon the ufval footing of ether wars; and accordingly
an” aftual exchange of prifoners has been regularly made from
the beginning. If, notwithitanding this hitherto equal proce-
dare, apon fome profpet of ending the war with fuccefs (which
however may be delulive) adminifration prepares to aét againit
thofe traitors who remain in their hands at the end of the pre-
fent troubles, in my opinion, we fhall exhibit to the world as
indecent a piece of injultice as ever civil fury has prefented. If
the prifoners who have been exchanged have not by the exchange
been virtually pardoned, the cartel (whether avowed or under-
ftood) is a cruel fraud ; for you have received the life of 2 man,
and you ought to return a life for it, or there is no parity or
fairnefs in tae traafation.

If, on the other hand, we admit that they who are altually

exchanged are pardoned, but contend that we may juitly referve
for veageance thofe who remain urexchanged, then this un.
pleafant confeqience will follow: That you judze cf the dslin-
qeency of men merely by the time of their guoilt, and not by
the heinoufnefs of it; and you make fortune and accidents, and
not the moral qualities of heman altion, the rule of your juftice.

FISH-KILL, Auyu? 14.

AST Friaay a tew of the encay’s veficls appedred ftanding

up the North River; aed the next morning about 3o fail,
great and fmall, with a number of flar bottomed boats came up
as far as Tarry Town, where they landed fome of their men, with
8 view, mno doubr, to draw vur forces from Peack: Kill that way ;
. the next morning they re (hipped them, and, with a frefh (ouih-
erly breeze, proceeded up the river, till nearly oppofite Pe-ks-
Kill, where they again landed a few of their troops, bot taeir
main body thev landed on the oppcfize thore; and on Monday
thofe at Pecks Kill croffed likewife. Theencmy then, to the a.
mount of about 4000 men, marched iowards forts Montgomery
and Clinton, which were garrifoned by abou: 600 men, and be-
tween the hours of one and two, P. M. auacked them, Ooar fire,
which was very hot, put them into contufion feveral times; hut
about the dutk of the evening, through the fuseriority of their
avmbers, they got our breaitworks, and poflcilcd themfelves of
the forts. Many of the garrifon, taking the sdvantage of the
night, made their efcape, even after the enemy had beea fome
time mafter of the pofts. [t is faid the encmy refufed to give
quarter, and continued firing on our people after they had fealed
the ramparts, but being favoured by the night, our men received
licle dumage from their fire.  Ouar men fought with fu-prifing
bravery, made a giliant defence, and nothing was wanting but
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more men. His Excelleney General Cliston narrowly made hig
cfcape, as did the General his brother, who is wounded. Colq.
nels Dubois and Lamb, and feveral other officers got fafe off
The enemy knowing but too well our weaknefs, and the tardy
march of pur militia, availed themielves of taefe advantages by 2
moft fudden attack ; for had the forts bzen able to hold out bog
two or three hours longer, they had been fupplied with a reip.
forcement fully fufficient to defend them. Their lofs at thefa
forts was very confiderable; the Britith General Campbell wa,
killed in the affault, and we were under the difagreeable necefliy
of defroying fort Conftitation, after removing part of the ftores,
and of burning the frigates Congrefsand Montgomery, to prevent -
their fallicg 1nto the enemy’s haads, the wind and tide being
unfavdurabie to their moving farther up the river, '
'‘’he enemy fent in a flag to demand the fort, which the Go.
vernor refufed in the moft peremtory terms ; at the fame time they °
were moft dithonourably furrounding it. :

Mr. Loudog, _
In Mr. Gaine's paper of the 22 inftant [ obferved a fable com. .

paring the Americans to fheep; the Britons te dogs ; the French
to foxes; the Spaniards to wolves; and the Duatch to boars.— .
The fimplicity and innocence of fheep are emblematical of the
Americans, and the Britoss, for ferocity, are rightly compared
to the caninc tribe, thuugh not like the genercus magiff, whalg
difpcfition and duty is to guard and prote@ the innocent ; bug
like blood thirfty hounds, calling their muiderous neighbours,
the goats of Hefle with their high horns and long ftinking beards,
the boars pf Waldeck and Hanover, the bears and badgers of
Anipach [{;anau, and zll carmivercus beafts, whom mercenary
and cruel motives could influsncé, are hired by the hoands of -
Britain to devour the flock ard partake in the carnage—Bat lo!

a worder under the fun, thofe fizrce hounds of Britain, and fierce

beafts of Germany, are tak®n captive by the lambs of the fl ick,
and a large drove of them brought o Albany laft Sunday, by a

{mall party of the fheep. ;

B O 5. T O N, -September 29.
INCE our latt four or five prizes are arrived {are in different
ports, two of which are laden with beef, buter, flour, and
prafe, being ‘provinon veffels ; the former we hear bound.fer

New-York, and the cther for Halifax. |

Exirad? of a ltter, dated Bourdeaux, Fuly 12, 1777.

*“ The Am.ricans -have all the indulgence they can expe@,
and there is great appearancs of & French war. The King of
France bas iflued a proclamation, thatiali the veffcls which are
Icaded with American goods, and properly ‘cleared out from the
French Weft Indies, and bound for France, if taken, he wiil
make a demand for them ; and if they will not give them up he
fhall declare war againft them, which feems very pleafing to all
the mesrchants.” - - '

Extrad of a lecter from a cuflombonfe officer at Brixham, in England,
10 bzs jin in New-Yoik, takem in a prize, lately arrived, dated
Jupe 15, 1777 '
““ [was glad to hear of your health and fafe arrival at New-

York, and am very glad to hear that the Englith army bave made

fuch great conquetts in the Ealt river, but thould be bettar fatise

fied if a fpe=dy reconciliation between England and America took
ilacc. and put an end to the rebellion, that trade may flourith |
ere as 1t did before it began. I wifh it may not make a rebelli-
cn in England before these is an end put to it.  There is a great
many American privateers in the Englith channel, and on the
coalt of Ireland ; they take a great many of our coafters and mer-
chant veficls that go up and dowa the coaft, and ferd them ail to

France. I fopp. fe it will at lafk end in a French war, and be-’

lieve it will be {con. The prefs keeps on as when yoo went a-

way, althcugh the grand ficet of obfervation at Spithead 1s fuliy

manued ; 1 fuppofe it is to macn other fhips, that are daily put- -
ting in commiflion. - Every thing in trade goes on very dull in

England ; never was there fuch times as now ; the very fithermen

here at lirixham are ftazving for want of employment ; however,

fmuggling keeps on here pretty well vet ; buot if there comes a

Fiench war, I fuppefe there will be an ¢nd to that too. Thank

God, I have made g tcllerable good hand of it fince you went

away ; I made a middling guod feizure yefterday in Tingmouth -

bay, of a flyop and carge.”

The following is an extraét from the Lonzbon Gazette, Monday,
. July 28, 1777. ;
Copy of & letter frem M. De 3artine, to all the Chambers of Com-
merce ((as they ave called in France) to be foravarded to their go-
wernments abroad. T his leter, which came by Friday’s French .
mail, needs neither comment nor paraphraje ; the text [peaks plain
enough 1o every capacity. :
Versairres, Faly 4, 1777.
GEeEXTLEMEN, -
HAVE juft been informed, by'letters from Martinico, that
it was given out there that the governor of that colony had
declared to the merchants and owners of fhips, that it was agre- |




