DeczMBER 55 1777

L O N D O N, July 28.
trafl of @ letter from Halifax, érought by ¢the Royal Charlotte,
Hill, awbich left that place the 20th of Jume.

AM truly unhappy to inform you, that a {quadron of A-
merican fhips have vifited the Banks, and taken up-
wards of 40 Britith veflfels. On the 21t inftant a man
of war of 5o guns, feemingly a Freachman, came up
with his Majetty’s floop the Pegafus, and a frigate of
confiderable force, to the norsh of Sable Ifland. A de-
(perate engagement enfucd ; the Pegafus lay open to the
faoll broadfide of the enemy; and her fhot being very heavy, o-
bliged her to ftrike. . The frigate being coniiderably a head,
got under way, and efcaped. Various reports are broughtin
¢every day, bat all confirm that Admiral Montague’s {quadron is
in the utmoft danger, and no ways able to protect the deets on

the Banks.”

férranate for the navy, as they are much in want of men to
man the feveral fhips now fitting out.

They write from Peterfburg, that according to the military
lift, the prefent force of their Imperial Majefty, including ca-
valry and marines, amounts to 430,000 effecttive men.

The {pirited condu& of Admiailtration, in demanding abfo-
Jute fecurity from France, may probably involve us in a war
with that Crown. We may lay 1t down very f{afely as a max-
im, that an opem war is better than a treacherous injecure peace ;

ainft the one we may prepare, but no prudenco Can guard a-
gaint the other. The French are aiming at prefent to appro-

iate to themfelves the whole profit of the American trade;
. to allow them to efe& it, would be more difadvantageous to
Britain than many wats. .

A veffel upon a particular conltiuétion is now building in a
private dock-yard near Limehcufe, on Government’s account,
to ferve as a packet betweea England and Ameiica: She 1s to
mount 24 guns.

Frafice had never mare reafon to dread the power of England
than at this rime, or England more right to chagtife that inhAdi-
ous and deceitfal people. !

If, in addition to the prefent unhappy quarrel with America,
we thould have a war with the whole' Houafe of Boarbon, that
war, in the nature of things, will be a naval one; confegent-
ly it will be fuch a war as the polities of this country have been
roaring at thefe hundred years.

clear of a contimental war, and Britain is a match for all the
world. The only danger of the national debr arifes from the
increafe of intereft, at a time when the immenfe dram of a Ger-
man or a Flanders war carries the moncy borrowed forever from
this country. But a naval war with the whole Houfe of Beur-
bon, is an expence which flows in a circle conftzntly going out,
and coming in; no danger to the ftate can therefore refult from
jt; and the proper time to declare war is now, before the at-
yival of their Weit-India and Newfoundland fleets.

Fuby 30. The king has made a very ferious fcrutiny into the
delays of office that occafioned Gen. Howe’s being unable to
take the ficld before the 15:h of June, when it is well known
that he might have marched towards Philadelphia early in the
month of April, had he received the camp equipage by the time
he was promifed to expedt it :—Lord B n endeavoured to
conciliate the matter as much as pofiibl:, but his Majelty {pi-
ritedly replied,—** My Lord, thatis not the fatnfa&tion that
“ will either do for me or my pecple ; for I am determined to
*¢ fave Oppofition the trouble of debating this matter, by fecing
* the delinquent difgraced to whom we are indebted for this
“ fatal meatere.”——Lord B attempted to reply, but
the king turned uwpom his heel, and left him to ruminate on
what bad paffed.

Notwithffanding the very warm addreffes to the throne from
Scotland, yet recruiting goes on very flowly in the vorthern

of Britain, and the few recruits that arc gof, fcarcely de-

‘ferve the name of foldiers.
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The arrival of the Eaft-Indiamen at this jurilture was very

How often have we been told,-

g - ﬂ;;;

The following is the poftcript of a letter from Warrington in
Lancathire, datcd July 28: ¢ In alittle time I believe you may
be furnifhed with news from this quarter, as the American pri~
vateers {warm at prefent about this coaft. There never was dar-
ing the Jaft war fuch a confternation among the merchants at
Liverpool. This, Sir, you may depend upon as a fat.”

Extra® ¢f a letrer from Dublin, Fauly 22.

““ Three veffels were taken laft week, about feven leagues
from Scily, by the Civil Ufage American privateer, mounripg
14 carriage guos and g {wivels, with 70 men. One of the vei-
fels was bound from London to Limerick, oJne from Briitol to
the Madciras; and one from Tinby to this port with batk ; they
were all fent to America. The captains were landed here on
Sunday laft, who reporr, that thef swere taken widhin view of
a man of war, who couli no: lail 10 iheir re'ies, there being a
dead calm; and the privateer rowing with 16 cars: They alfo
report, that féon after they were put os beard the Duotchman
(that brought/ them here ) they faw the fame privateer take a
large veflel, who, before fhe firuck, fired five guns. The cap-
tains fay, they were treated with the utmoft humanity and civi-
lity by the captain and crew of the privateer.” '

A letter from an officer on board the Levant frigate, dated
Gibraltar, June 27, fays,** About four day’s fail from the
Streight’s mouth, we took a 14 gun privateer; called the Vigi-
lant, Richard Witear, maiter, fitted out at Dunkirk, which
place fhe left twelve days before; we alfo retook a brig from
Lifbon, bound to Briftol, named the Mayflower, which the had
taken the day before. Three days after we tock the Pitr, Ed-
ward Sheers, mafter, bound to Bofton, fitted out at Cherburgh,
of about 200 tons, having on board two brafs mortars, 150 fwi-
vels, bar iron, fome fthot, mufquets, &c. fuppofed worth abeut
3000 l. fterling. Oa our return here we found oar twe prizes
fafe arrived two days before. 'The Raven alfo came in five days
before with the Vengeance, of 10 carriage, and 6 {wyivel guns, -
laden with rice, tobacco, indigo, &c. which the took about 40
leagues to the weftward of St. Euftatia.” :

Auguff 7. It is confidently reported, that on a Jate folicita-
tion trom our Miniftry to the Emprefs of Ruffiz, for hiring a

certain number of her troops to fight againft our rebellious fob-

jefts in America, the Emprefs made the following reply to the
negociator: ¢ That if Government weuld maEe"our the I-
fland of Minorca to her, the would fend 30,000 men to fubdus
the Americans, and at her fole expence maintain and recruit
them for twe years.”” This propofal, if accepted of; by add-
ing Minorca to her poffeffions 1a the black fea, and her free.na-
vigation in the Archipelago, would throw the whole Mediter-
ranean and Levant trade into her hands, and make her the firft
maritime power in Europe. :

It is reported that a Great Perfonage has declared that the
bedy guards, both horfe and foot; fhall be fent to America, ra-
ther than the fervice there fhall want men. '

Augaft 11. Fifty thoufand blankets are ordered to be imme-
diately got ready for the troops in America againft the enfuing
winter,

Adniralty Offce, Fuly z9. The Hon. Levefon Gower, cap-
tain of his Majeity’s thip the Valiant, gives an account, that
on the ytn inftant, he fell in with and took the brig Blair, Tho-
mas Perriam, maiter, laden with rice, from Souath-Carolina.

Twenty-two commiflions of bankruptcy were fitting on Sa-
turday at the fame time in Guildhall. What a dreadful increafe
of bufinefs to the commiflioners !

Extrad of a leter from Galloway, Juby 24.

¢« Every day the American ftreamers are fhining on our coaft.
There is not a fhip dare itir ot of a barbodt, as the miniftry on.
ly ordered a large man of war into the channel, which isofne
manner of fervice, either to diftrefs the American privatcers, oF
proteét our trade, for Lord Sandwich mightas {end a.cow
tocatcha hare. This day eight days we were alarmed withagse
cight hours cannonading, Qwing to the-engagement of an Ames
rican privateer, only of 2pgass, with two of the King’s cage -
ters, and a large letter of marque from Liverpoal, when the
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