.

The a&t for prohibiting vendues not having had the intended
¢ffe, bat the evil fo juitly complained of daily increafing, it
* appears neceflary to make trial of fome othérremedy ; and asa
plentiful fupply of goods is the fareft way of feducing the price
of them, I fubmit to your jndgment, whether it may not be ex-’

‘.pedient to eftablifh a board of commerce for importing {uch mer-
asd other pub-

chandize as may be wanted for the indian trade,

Jic fervices, and for accommodating the inhabirants of this ftate

who are in low or middling circam{tances, with the articles

moftreqaifize for their own confumption, at reafonable rates.
Hamourable gentlemen o the fegi/fm'fw council, 1
My. Speater and gentlémen of the peneral affimbly,

A well difciplined militia is fo efleatial to the prefesvation.of
freedom, that I cannot avoid earneitly exhorting you to perfelt 2
law which may renaer our milida alone equal to the'defence of
the fate: 2ad I hope that your zealous arrd laudable attachment
to the liberties of the people, will lead you to {uch alterations
of the militia a&t as the ficuation of our affairs requires : Trueit
is, that we may boaft of many men amongft us, whofe difpofi-
tion would make a law unneceflary for them, but where is the
country in which fome untoward perfons will not be found ? for
thofe it is indifpenfable.  Beleive me, a good militia will pre-
ferve your liberties ; they may be loft without it; nor thould the
fear of enalting a bad law, prevent the attempting a good one:
Let the a& be of fhort 'duratian . a little experience will prove
it: if found injurious or oppreffive, let it never be revived,

The= fubjeting vagrants to ferve in the continental regiments,
might reclaim the 1dle and difiolate, and make thofe ufeful to
the ftates who are now a burthen and difgrace to the commu-
nity.

Several laws having expired, and others being near expiring,
you will confider which of them fhould be revived and continu-
ed, and whether fome puﬂ’cd fince our late revolation, may not
be amended. " . M
It is evident, that during the continuance of the prefent trou-
les, extraordinary powers muit be exercifed by the execuative
aothority in every ftateg bat it is moft conftitutional that the
legiflative fhould determine what are fit to be entrufted to the
executive, as it is fafer for the people that their rcprefcmatiwcs
fhould veit fuch by a temporary law, than that the executive

fhodld exercife any under the fanction of neceffity only..
Jax. g, 1778. JOHN RUTLEDGE.

Excellency Jons RUTLEDGE, Efyuire, prefident and com-
mander in cbicf, c.,"'r,-fv.:_/t'..'.'; of Soutb Carolina :
The ADDRE3S of the LecisLaTive COUNCIL of the {aid
StTatE.

May it pleaje your Excellency,

E the legiflative council retdrm your Excellency aur
thanks for your fpeech delivered to both houfes dt the
opesing of this feffion.

Fully impreffed with a fenfe of the very momentouas and weigh-
ty objeéts therein recommended for our delibzration, we aflure
your Excellency, that we will ‘proceed on them with that zeal,
candour and aflidaity, which "marters of fuch real concernment
neceflarily demand, and from the refult of which, we fervently
hope, many folid and permauent advantages may flow to the
public weal.

We heartily concur with your Excellency on the expediency
of forming a well regulated militia, fo very effential to the pre-
fervation of freedom, and fo truly conducive to the happinefs
and glory of a commonwealth. Hiftory does not furnifh an in-
ftance wherein the [trenuous exertions of a people were more
prefing for fo wife dn eflablithment, than the prefent glorious
coteft affords; a contelt, which, we trulft, will difplay to pol-
terity the moft fplendid examples of magnanimity and heroifm
that ever diftinguithed human nature.— T hus purfuaded and fen-
fible of the adequatencs of the prefent militia-law to the exigen.
¢y of our affairs, we will readily unite with the general Affembly
in endeavouring to model and poried foch a law, and in every
other meafure that will tend moft eff=¢tually to the defence and
fecarity of the State; and to the pefpetual fupport of its luitre
and independency. ‘

In 1he legiflative coun il the \41b day of Fan. 1778.
By order of the boufe,

HUGH RUTLEDGE, Speaker.

To bis

His ExcerLrexcy’s ANSWER.
Mencarable gentiemen,
OUR affurances give great reafon to expe’t that thofe ad-
vantages to the public weal, which you hope for, will re-
| falt from your deliberations: An addrefs which afferds fuch a

profpeft, cannot therefore fail of being very acceptable to me.
Fan. 14. J. RUTLEDGE.

T bis Evcellency Jonw RUTLEDGE, Efquire, prefident and coni -
mander in chiéf in and cvir the flate of South Carolina ;
The ADDRESS of tic GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

.+ May it pleaje your Excellency, I )
T was with great pleafure the general Affembly received your

4 Excellency’s fpeech at the openiag of this feflion, comtain.

ing matters of traa fcendent moment, demonftrating your atten.
: - the welfare of the people over whon

tion to, and folicitade for,
you are appointed to prefide. We thank your Excellency for

your expreflions of fatisfation in meeting us at this feafon, whea
our private comcerns admit of our paying due attention to the -
public bufinefs ; indeed, the climateand local circumitances de.
cla-e this to be the mott elizable feafon in the year for the def.
atch of the weighty affairs of legiflation ; and we hope the time
will not be mifapplied. e, . Ses
_ The articles of confederation between the United States of
America, well demand our early and molt ferious attention :
The.fubje& is ﬂ:upendouﬂy important, 'ar.zd ought to be mature.
ly digeited, equally weighed, and critically examined. . We
{hall enter upon the confideration of this bufinefs with minds
perfeltly difpofed to 2 confcd?rated anion-of thre ftates, upon a
principle of equality, delegating only as much of our fovereign.
ty as.may be abfolutely neceflary for the general {afety.
" The fpirit aad vigour which our conftituents have ever difc
played, marking them for 2 people teqacious of their rights,
cannot but inftrult as to tollow their example, and ftimulate oy
to adopt and purfue {ach meafures as we fhall think mott likely
to ‘eftablifh their independence—the gnly preliminary that we
will ever hear of, leading to 2 pacification with Great Britaia,
We are refolved to hazard, and if need be, \to lofe our all in the
pmfe:uxien of our endeavour, no lefs laudable than juft, to fe-
cure ourfelves from the Brizith domination, ‘which as cruelly as
angratefelly operated to our ruin; and we fhall - therefore moft
chearfully grant every aid in our power for the fervice of the
United Stares. Without doubt, thefum afked of us by Con-
refs is more than our proportion of the five millions required
of the continent; but we mean to {irain every nerve in {fupport
of the war; and will leave the duc fettlement of our proper quo-
ta to a time of more tranquility. = b | : '
.. Your Exceliency may reft 4{Tured, that we Thall anxioufly end
deavour, to fupport the public credit at home and abroad, and
reprefentation in Congrefs—:0 relieve the people from the high
rates at which neceflary foreiga goods. are fold—-to procure fup-
lies for carrying on the indian trade—-to place the militia upoa
the moft ferviceabie footing—rto difburden the ftare of vagrants,
and yet to render {uch nien of fome advantage to the communi-
ty—to revive and centinue wholefome laws—znd to v2ft the ex-
ecative government in this time of imminent danger, wich fuch
powers as may tend to enable it to fruftrate the machinations of
fecret traitors, to repel the artacks of the open enemy, and 1o
preferve the ftate. _
By order of the beufe, | |
THOMAS BEE,

Speaker.

Fan. 14.

| His Excrrrency’s ANSWER.
Mpr. Speaker and gentlemen, - .
AM much pleafed at vour favourable reception of my recom-
mendations, -and give you my moft hearty thanks for this
addrefs, as it is a further demonitration of what tudeed has been
always fully evinced of your regard Fos the welfare of the peoplé
over whom I have the houour to prefide. '
Fan. 14. | J. RUTLEDGE.
ON Thurfday the 15th inftant, a listle after 4 o’clock in the
morning, a fire was d:fcovered in the bake-houfe of one Moore,
at the north end of union ftreet. The alarm being immediately
%iven, a number of people with the engines, &c. was foon af-
embled, but the wind blowing freth at N. N. E. drove the
flames with an impetuofity that could not be checked. The fire
was fo rapid in its progrefs,’ that before twelve o’clock it had
entirely deftroyed all Union, ftreer § the fouth fide of Queen
fireet fiom Mrs. Doyley’s houfe to the bay—greateft part of
Chalmiers’s dlley—all the bay, excepting fifteen houfes, from-
Queen fireer to Granville’s Baftion—the north fide of broad
fireet from Mr. Thomas Smith’s houfe to the bay; the fouth
fide of the fame from Mr. Sarrazin’s to Mr. Guerard’s houfe—
all Gadiden’s alley==Elliott fireet excéptin two hcufes=Be-
don’s alley—=the eat fide of Church fireet from broad ftreet to
Stoll’s alley, excepting 5 tenements—and the whole of Tradd
fircet to the ealtward of Church ftreet. The cr ckling of the
flames, the dreadful columns of fmoak, bearing with them my-
riads of large fiery Rakes, which fell in all parts of the town ly-
ing in the dire@ion of the wind, the roar of explofions, the
crath of falling houfes, the fhrieks of the unhappy {ufferers, the
horror painted in every countenarice, the confufion apparent eve-
ry where, and deteCing the infamous wretches (and they were
not a few) who availed themfelves of the opportunity to ‘pilfer,
altogether formed one of the moft difmal fcenes of woe and di-
ftrefs tha: can poffibly be conceived. Much praife is due to the
officers and foldiers quartered in town, who afforded every affiff-
ance in their power to the inhabitants; and it was chiefly ow-
ing to their cx:rao:dinary exertions, that the houfes at the fonth




