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themfelves to appear | ;
flounder on in" the ocean of your follies and your crimes. You
and your brethren, I find, are direfted to play the fame game
bere, to call our allies faithle(s, to tell a haadred incoherent fic-
tiond, about our treaties, the fubflance of which you confefs your-
felves at this moment ignorant of. And what is the very com-
licasion of abfurdity, you, pretend to tell Congrefs the.manner
h‘ yhich the negotiations were carried on, when Mr. Deane, the
principal negotiator an their part, is on the fpot to give inform-
ation, ; For thame! For fhame ! Is it for thefe reafons that Con-

grefs treat you with fuch utter contempt. ; T _
, 'There js byt one way left to fink you.Rill lower ; and, thank
God, youn have found it ont. .. You are about to publilh! O my
lord! my lord! yoa are indeed in a mighty pitiful conditjon.—
You have tried fleets and, armies, and proclamations, and now
you threaten us with newfpapers. , G
tillery. But know, that thofe who hdve withftdod your flattery,
and refufed your bribes, defpifg your menaces, Farewell. When
you come with better principles, .and on a better errand, we fhall

be glad to meet you. Till that moment |
I am your lordfhip’s moft obedient ,
1 And moft humble fervant, ’ o
Ax AMERICAN.

, PHILADELPHIA, Augaff11.
AST Thurfday being the day appointed by Congrefs for the
acdience of the fieur Gerard, minifter plenipotentiary from
g.’ moft chritian majefly, that minifter received audience accord-
gly. Ia purfaance of the ceremonial eitablithed by Congrefs,
the henosrable Richard Henry Lee, E{g; one of the delegates
from Virginia, ard the hovourable Samug! Adams, Elq; one of
the delegates from MafTachafetts Bay, 1n 3 coach and fix provid-
ed by Congrefs, waited upon the minilter at his houfe. In a few
mindtes, the minifler and the two delegates entered the coach,
Mr. Lee placing himfelf at the minifter’s left hand on the back
feat, Mr. Adams occupying the front feat. The minifter’s cha-
riot being behind, received his fecretary.  The carriages being
arrived at the ftatehoufe in this city, the two members of Con-
refs, phcing themfelves at the minifter’s left hand, a litile be-
one o’clock introduced him to his chair in the Congrefs
thamber, the prefident and Congrefs fiting. The chair was
plactd fronting the prefident. 'The minifter being feated, he
gave his credentials into the hands of his fecretary, who advanc-
ed and delivered them to the prefident. The fec.etary of Con-
Erefs then read and tranflated them ; which being dore, Mr. Lee
aanounced the minifier to the prefident and Congrefs, whea the
prefident, the Congrefs, and the minifter, rofe together. He
bowed to the prefidcnt and the €ongrefs ; they bowed to him.
Whereupon the whole feated themfelves. In a moment, the mi-
nifter rofe and made a fpeech to the Congrefs, they fitting. The
fpeech being finithed, the minilter fat down, and giving a copy
of bis fpeech to his fccretary, he prefented it to the prefident.<—
The prefident and the Congrefs then rofe, and the prefident pro-
nouaced their anfwer to the {peech, the minifter ftanding. The
anfwer being ended, the whole were again feaied, and the prefi-
dent giving a copy of the anfwer to the fecretary of Congrefs, he
prefented it to the minifter. The preiident, the Congrefs, and
the minifter, then agaio rofe togetner. The minitier bowed to
the prefident, who returned the i1alute, and then to the Congrefs,
who aifo bowed in retwrn.  And the minilter having again bow-
ed to the prefident, and received his bow, he withdrew, and was
aftended home in the fame manner in which he had been tonduc-

ted’ to'the aslicnde.

Within the bar of the houfe the Congrefs formed a femicircle
on each fide of the prefident and the minifter, the prefident fic-
ting at one extremity of the circle, at a table upon a platform e-
levaced two f¢p<¢, and the miniflerfitting ac the oppofite exticmi-
ty of the circle, in an arm chair, opon the fame level with the
Cobgrcfs. Toe duor of the Congiels chamber being thrown o-
pen below the bar, about 200 gentlemen were admited to the
avdience, among whom were the vice prefident of the fupreme
execative council of Peun{ylvania, the fupreme executive coun-
ci), the {fpeaker and members of the houfe of affembly, fgveral
foreigners of diltinéticn, and officers of the army.
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to be deu;ived. They_-permiu'ed you to

Go on.; exhauft all your ar-

Thus has a new and noble fight beew exhibited in th, a
world, the reprefentatives of the united Rates of America folemp
ly giviog public audience t0 a xhjniﬁcraplapipotentiary from the
moft powerful prineein Europe.. Four years ago fuch ﬁ'eﬁ.m'
at fo near a day,;-was not in'the view even of ifnagination, Bat
it is the Almighty who raifeth op; he hath flationed Americ, a-
mong the powers of-the earth, and clothied her in robes .of fove-
reignty. '

'gl‘he audience.being over, the Congrefs and the minifter, 4 a
proper hour, repaired to an entertaimment by Congrefs given to
the miniler ; at which were prefent, by invitation, fevera] gy,

-reigners of diftin€tion, and gentlemen of public chara&ter,

entertainment was conduéted with a decoram fuited to the oc;l;?_
on, and gave the moft perfe& fatisfaétion to the whole company,

nee, In C O N-G R E S8, Aug. 6, 1778. .
. Accorling to order, the honourable the ficar Gerard being ine
tredaced to an audience by the two members for'thdt purpofe ap.
pointed, and being fea‘'ed in his chair, ' his fecretary delivered t0
the prefident a letter from his moft chriftian majefty, which a4
read in the waids following : ; )

Fery dear, great friends and allies, Evagis

NHE treaties which we have figned with you, in confequenee
. of the propofals your commiflioners made to us in your be.
balf, are a certain affurance of our aff.&ion for the united fateg
in general, and  for each of them in pamicular, "as well as of the
intereft we take, and conflantly fhall rake, in their happinefs and’
profperity. = It is to convince yow more particularly of this that
we have nominated the ficar Gerard, fecretary of our council of
flate, to reflide among you in the quality of our minifter plenipo-
tentiary. He is the better acquainted with cur fentiments toward
you, and the more capable of teflifying the fame to you, as he
was entrufted on our part to negotiate with your commifﬁpq_ﬁg,
and figned with’m the treaties which cement our union. We,
you to give full credit to all he f(hall commuaicate to you fi a
us, more efpecially when he fhall affure you of our affeflion ab
conitant friecndfhip for you. We pray Gad, very dear, great
friends and allies, to have you in his holy keeping.: Your good

friend and ally, (Signed) £ O UISe
(Underfigned) - GRAVIER DE VERGENNLES.
Versarres, March 28, 1773. o
(direéted)

9o our wery dear, great friends, the

prefident and members of the ge- _

neral Congrefs of North America. :

‘T'he minifter was then announced to the prefident and the
houfe ; whereupon he arofe and 'addreffed Congrefs in a fpeech
which, when he had finithed, bhis fecretary delivered the fame,
in writing, to the prefident, as follews: e

Gentlemen, - [ il . b

HE conneétion formed by the king, my mafter, with-the
united ftates of America, is {5 agreeable to him that he
could no longer delay fendiag me to refide among you for the
purpofe of cementing it. It will give his majefty great fatisfadi-
on to learn that the fentiments which have fhone forth on this oc-
cafiom jultify that confidence with which he hath been infpired’
by the zeal and characler of the commiflisners of the united fates
in France, the wif{dom and fortitude which have direfted the re-
folotiogs of Congrefs, and the courage and perfeverance of the
people they reprefent; a confidence which you know, gentle-
men, has been the bafis of that traly amicable and difinterelted
fyltem on which he harh treated with the united flates.

It is not his majelty’s fault thac the engagements he bath enter-
ed 1ato did not eitabiilh your independence and repofe withoat
the further effufion of blood, and without aggravating the cala-
mities of mankind, whofe happinefs it is his highelt ambition to
proinote and fecare. - But fince the hoitile meafures and defigns’
of the common ensmy have givea to engagements purely evento-
al an immediate, poficive, permanent, and indiflhluble force, it
is the opinion of the king, -my mafter, that the allies fhould tora
their whole attention to fulfil thofe esgugements in the manner
moit ufeful to the common caufe, and beft calculated to obtain
that peace which is the obje& of the alliance.

It is upon this principle his majefty hath haftened to fend you 3




