-

moft of the day, it was not thought advifeable, efpecially as their
fiion was exceedingly ftrong, and their numbers fully equal,
if not faperior, to ours. Not more than 1500 of my troops have
ever been in aétion before. T fhould before have taken poffeflion
of the hill they occupied, and fortified it, but it is no d=fence a-
inft an enemy coming from the fouth part of the ifland, though
exceedingly good agairit an enemy advancing from the north end
towards the town, and had beea fortified by the enemy for that
purpofe. = PRy P .
I have the pleafure to inform Congrefs, that no troops could
flibly fhew more {pirit than thole of ours which were engaged.
Colonel Liwvingflon, and all the officers of the light corps, behav-
ed with grea: gallantry. The brigades of the firft line, Parnum’s,
Glower’s, CornelP’s, and Green's, behaved with great firmnefs.—
Major General Greei, who commanded in the artack on the
right, did him/[elf the higheft honoar by the judgment and brave-
ry exhibited in the attion. One biigade only of the fecond line
was brought to aétion, commanded by Biig. Gen. Lowvel; he, and
his brigade of militia, behaved with great refolution. Coloonel
Crane, and the officers of artillery, deferve the higheft praife. [
enclofe Congrefs a return of the killed, wounded, asd miffing on
our fide, and beg leave to affure them, that, from my owa ob-
fervation, the enemy’s lofs muft be much greater. Our armiy re-
tired to camp after the action ; the encany employed themfelves
in fortifying their camp through the night. In the morning of
the 30:h I received a letter from his Excellency General #a/bing-
ton, giving me notice that Lord Howe had again failed with the
flect ; and receiving intelligence, at the fame cime, that a flcet
was off Block Ifland, and alfo-a letter trom Bofon, informing us
that the Coant D’Eftaing could not come round fo foon as I ex-
pefed, a council was called, and as we couid have no profpect
of operating againit Newpor?, with fuccefs, withoat the afiftance
of a fleet, it was unanimouily agrezd to qait the ifland mntilthe
tetorn of the French fquadrea.
an eanemy, equal, if not fuperior in number, and crofs a river
without lofs, | knew was an ardudus tatk, and fzldom accom-
plithed, if artempted, As our fentrics were within 200 yards of
each other, | knew it would require the greatelt care and atten’i-
T'o cover my defign from the enemy, I ordered 2 namber

on.
of tents to be brought forward and pitched in fizht ot the enciuiy,
and elmaft the whole army to employ themieives 1a fortifyino the
camp. I he hzavy baggage and jtores were falling back and
cruffing throogh the cay ; at dark, the tznis were lrock, e
~ lhight baggage and troops paiizd down, and befure twile o'clook
" the main army bad crofled with the ftores aad bspg: 'Tae
Marquis &« /a Fajerte afrived about eleven n the evenine from
B2fior, where be had been by requeft of the general ofiic 7. ©
folacit the fpeedy return of the fleet. He was fonlibly mo:c o 4
that he was out of aétion; and that he might nct be out ¢i he

way in cafe of.aflion, he rode fr? hence to Boflen in 7 hours,
and returned in fix and a half, the diftance near feventy miles.—
bring off the piquets and other par-
vies which covered the retreat of the army, which he did in ex-
cellent crder ; not a man was left behind, nor the {malleft article
lot. I hope my condu& through this expedition may merit the
approbation of Congrefs. Major Morris, one of my aids, will
have the honour of delivering this to your Excellency. 1 mufl
beg leave to recommend him to Congrefs, as an officer, who, in
the Jalt, as we!l as feveral other aflions, has behaved with great
fpicit ané good concuét, and doabt not Congrefs will take fuch’
sotice of him as his long fervice and fpirited condall deferve. 1
have the honour to be, dear Sir, with much efteem,

He returned time enough to

Your Excellency’s moff obedient, and wery bumble fervant,

"JOHN SULLIVAN.

The event has proved how tim:ly my retreat took
place, as one hundred fail of the enemy’s (hips arrived in the har-
bour the morning after the recreat. I fhould do the higheft in-
jeftice if I negleted to mention that Brig. Gen. Cornell’s indefa-
tigable induaftry in preparing for the expedition, and his goed
condué through the whole, merits particular notice.
afterwards ferved in Col.

R. S.

dor, who aflifted in preparing the boats,
Lasrens’s corps, deierves great praife.

o make a retreat in the face of -

Maj. 7al-~ and they are put on the defenfive, and have nothing

|
s |

A RETURN of the killed, rwwm%{ and miffing of the “;"3] ¥z

the command of the honourable major general Sullivan, in the a4
tion of the 291h of Auguft. '
4 fubalterns, 3 fergeants, 23 rank and file.
2 lienzenant colomels, 1 cap:ain, 8 {ubalterns
13 fergeants, 113 rank and file.
MissinNG. 2 lergeants, 42 rank and file.
Tetal, z11. "
Publifpcd by order of Congrefs, i ;
CHARLES THOMPSON,

KiLLED.
WouNDED.

Sec’:y:

B O S T O N, September 3, 1778. .
T H E Count D’Eftaing has ereéted very formidable works on
George’s illand, in' which we hear he has moanted fear a hun
dr=d cannon of heavy metal, svhich he took from his fleet, with
a determination to defend himfelf agzainft any invafion from ou
enemies, while his flest are repairing the damage they fuftained
in the late ftorm. _
 La't Wednefday evening the Hon. Major General Hancock
with Lis fuite came to town, and on Saturday morning the Mar
ais-de la Fayette with his foite alfo arrived from the campa
Rnode 1fland, upon public bufinefs. T'he Marquis at the reque
of General Hancock, refided at his feat in town. The Matqui
fet cut Iaft Sunday on his return to the camp. |
A fleetof 70 fail of thipping was feen flanding off Rhode.l
land latt Sunday and Monday, fuppofed bound into Newport. -
Ic was currently reported yelterday, that the above fleet ha
finze arrived there with a reinforcement. - ‘ :
A fl er of fhips, fappofed to be Lord Howe’s from the Hook
has been difcovered Randing off this harbour for feveral days palt
but difappears this day. The feet, it is conjeftured, | confifte
of upwards of twenty fail, fome very capital fhips.
' An extral? of gemeral orders for the 31 of Aupuft.
« The General congratulates his army apon their rerreat fro
20 ifland in the face of an enemy, which, by comparing thed
numbers with his laft returns, *vere fuperior to him, and had by
5 3es the command of the warer. Under thefe circamitances, ¢
porform a retrea: with fo much regalarity, without any confufio
or diforder, and without the leaft lofs of ftores or lives in the re
trear, maft rel «& (he higheft honour on the brave troops he ha
t.e horcur to command.” ' '

F I 'S H K I L*~L, . September 10, 1778.

LAST evening we were informed trat the emcmy’s whole a
my had marched from New-York to Kingfbridge, as if the

-meant by this move to give General Wafhington battle. Should
they advance, with Heaven’s aid they will repent their rafh at
ten:pr. e - :

Deferters, to a confiderable number, come out to our camp
from Kingfbridge from day to day. Itis faid D-<lancey’s ccrp
is reduced to lefs than 300.

Accounts from New-York, by deferters, as well as perfon
come out of the city in exchange. That the enefy by appearan-
ces, are preparing to leave the city, their beavy baggage and ar
tillery being embarked. They are felling off the firewood, falt
&c. which was ftored for public ufe.  All their flour is delivere:
to the khakers, to be made into bifcuit, Governor T'ryon was re
tarned Avith fome thoufand head fof cattle from the eaft end-off
Long Ifland, and they were ksl ]A' g and falticg-them up.

It is a remarkable time of health in cur army in this quarter.
The hofpitals are not crowded as in former camfaigns, ,and very
few deathe take place in our grand army. '

BALTIMORE, Segrmberis, 1778.
Extra# of a ictrer from the camp at White Plains, dated Aug. 3¥e
T H E difpsticion of the enemy’s flect, in the Sound, and at
New-York, and other places, indicates a general movement ©
their arimy.” ' 1 '
‘The enemy now freely acknowledge that the tables are tarned,
to do butto

nrovide for their own fafety at every quarter, in the beft manz

they can.




