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ther dire@ly or indire@ly, of the letter and converfation alluded
to in the faid declaration, wuntiil they faw them made public ‘in
the newfpapers. At the fame time, they do not mean cither to
imply any affent to the conftruétion put on private correfpon-
dence which the Congrefs have thought proper to publifh, orgo
intimate a belief that any perfon cculd have been aathorifed to
hold the converfation to which the faid declaration ‘of the Con-
grefs alludes; mor do they, on the other hand, mean to enter i.n-
to an explanation of the conduét of a gentleman whofe abilities
and integrity require no vindication from thém. = Bat they think
proper, in juftice to that gentleman, as weil as to themfe_lve.s,
and the commiffion with which they are charged, to fay, thatin
the many converfations which he has had with them upon the
to reflore the peace of thefe colonies, the prin-
cipie of all his reafonings feemed to be, that the offers cf Great
Britain were obvioufly acapted to promote and eftablilk the liber-
and permanent happi-
nefs of the inhabitants of this continent, and that thofe bleflings,
in an equal degree, were not to be expeted frcm any other con-
rexion or mcde of povernment whatever. ‘When, thereiore, the
K'ag's cemmiffioners tranfoiicted to the Congrefs the alts cf Par-
liament to«xempt the celonies for ever from Britifh taxation, and
to iecureth-ir charters and eftablithed goveinments, and when
they added, that they were authorifed and defirous to reftore
peace, 1o revive free intercourfe and muteal affe&ion, to preferve
the value zod gromote the credit of the paper circulation, to give
faticf €éticn 2- d fecurity for ever on the fubje& of the military e-
fiabl flmerts, and to ext'nd every freedom to trade, they felr that
they were ernabled to flipulate, and had cficied not enly every
tiing that is or can be propcfed by the French alliance, bur aifo
meny scvantages to phis continent which can never, by any pof-
fibitity, be derived from that unnatural connexion. And they
yemaip aftovifhed at the calamities in which the onhappy people
of thofe colonies continue to be involved, from the blind defur-
ecce which their leaders profels towards a power that has ever
i wo icfelf an enemy to all civil.and religious liberty, and whofe
¢ #.rs, his MaJcly’s commiflicners muft repear, whatever may be
the p:atcn.:u‘.' date and prefent form of them, were made only in
o ni*quence of the plan of accommodation previounfly concerted
in G car Biitzin, 2nd with a view to prevent thereconciiiation
propofed, and to prolong this defllraflive war,

This affertion is made on the credit of the following fa&ts:

It is weil known to this whwle c-n:inent, that public intimati-
on of the cunciliatory “propofifions on the part of Great Britain
was piven to the Bri ith Parliament,
whelewerld, in the month of November laft ; and rezfons for

,delaving thofs propofiticns, till after the recefs for the holidays, -

were at the fame tim= given to the t1oufe of Commons,

ftis cqually well ko wn, that the preliminaries of a Frerch
with which Mr Simeon'Deane firfl went fo fea in the fri-
gare called Le Bille Pculle, did not bear date earlier than the
153h of Decomber. g .
" ftcapnct be 2 fecret to the Congrefs that thofz prelimiaaries
ledao @ treaty of commerce ¢ nly. and were tranimitted to Ame<
yica in that 1aconcivfive {. i, h=canfe the conct flions made by
Fracce, on the ore hand, were fo unfatisfaltory acd the cordi-
ticns required of America, oo the other, fo exceptionable, that

“the commiffoners of the C nrrefs did not think proper to proczed

ing 1l theéy Theald be t]-c-.-a.’lyuau horifed.

M:. Sireon D-ere,  atter having been fome weeks at fea, was
a'ticed to sut back  inio one « f the French por's, 2nd returned
to Pasis.  In the mesr ‘ime the Porliament had met again on the
20th of Jarvary, ard the prop fiiions to be made,. though nct
formally tlared 11}l the v h of Februzry, were cccafivnally, dur-
dng the whele intersal, & (ubj:@ of difcnflion, in all the prepera-
tory debates unon the flate ci the natiop. It was dorieg this in.
tecval, avd not before, that Frasce, bheing informed of the fibe-
rab and cxseniiv® neture  f (he inter ded offers, thought it expedi-
en:, for ane pupoks of prolongiog the war, and of making thife.
cole pics the inliruments ¢f b=r ambition, to new mudel and en-
llrp" ner propelass.

5 ili, buweeer, the full powers are not pretended to have been
g vea 1o Moni. Girard before the 3oih of January. Aod what-
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ever time the treaties, Shus notorioufly flowing from the gegerony
meafures of Great DBritain, may have been ftated by the Frencyy
minifters, either in fator by collufion, for the purpofe of iving
an uncandid interpretation to the proceedings of the Parifh p‘.ﬂf
ameat, whatever too-may have bZﬂ the dates of the dilpaiches
which accompanied thofe treaties, it is well known that neitha,
treaties, nor letiers notifying treaties, -were feng from Flance ba.
fore the 8th of March. ~ A |

When thefe particulars,” together with allithe other circamfan.
ces attending the condut of the French court towards thefe colo.
nics, during the years 1775, 1776, and 1777, moft of which’
muft be well known to the Amenican Congrels, are duly confi.
dered, the defigns of France, the ungenerous motives'of her po.

_licy, and the acgree of faith due to her profeflions, will become
too obvious to need any farther illuftration. -

-And his Majcfty’s commiflioners thought, and ftill think them.
felves entitled to expeét that the General Congrefs thould not, on
the ground of fuch treaties, even if the conftitution under-which
tbey act had authorifcd them, aflume the decifive part which they
have taken withont previouily confalting the affemblies of their
different provinces, and making their conftitvents rcquainted
wiih all the faéts, upon which a true judgment might be fcrmed,

: CARLISLE. ,

New York, ’ H. CLINTON.

Aug. 26, 1778, Wm. EDEN.
I'nen follows the requifition of the commiffioners, in which
they jointae commander in chief of the Bridifh forces in Amesi.
ca, tor the fulfilimen: of the convention of Saratoga, upon whick
Congefs refclved as follows, viz. |
‘I N"CONGRESS, September 4, 1778. !
WHEREAS Congrefs did, on the &th day of Janvary 1778
refolve, ** I'hac the embarkation of Lieat. General Burguyne
and the troops under his command, be falpcnded until a did:né
aad ¢x; ! cir ratification of the convention of Saratoga fhall be
pi: periymoificd by the court of Great Britain'to Congrefs.”

Rejoived, thit no ratification of the conventicn of Saratoga

whicu piay be tendered in confequence of powers which
reach tna. calt by conftruction and implicaticng or whia\—%a
fubje€ whaczver is tranfa&ed relative to it to the fature approba
tion or difapprobation of the parliament of Great Britain, can be
accepted by Cougiefls. {3 =

Publijbed by order of Congrefs.
CHARLES THOMSON, Sec.

| !
WILLIAMSBURG, O&ober 2, 1778,

7» Bir. ALEXANDER PURDIE,
SIR, : ~ Ak | /

«« FROM your known attachment to the liberties of Americh,

I cannot debar mylelf the pleafare of commaunicating the folow-
ing important intelligence.  On board the Britith navy, in A.
merica, vear half- their men have died by ficknefs. In Philadel-
phia and New Ycrk, providigns of all kinds are very fcarce, and
exceflive dear.  Many Hefliang bave been found murdered inthe
ftreets (as is fuppeofed) by thet%;i:iih {oldiers. Every précaction
imaginable is ufid to prevent the calamitous. fituation of thofe
towns from tranfpiring. No perfon is allowed to pafs from
tbence, without firlt obtaining a paffport from the commanding
cfhcer. ' :
In Ireland, the inhabitants are almoft unanimous in favoar of
the Americans. They have not only formed themfelves into 10-
dependent companics, apd denied the exportation of provifions,
but have actually  entered into a refulution to have no commcreis
al intercourfe wich Great Brirain, unlefs hér parliament thould
graot them a fre= trade; and as this juft and equitable demand
has Leen over raled, by a majority of minifterial dependents, fince
I left that kingdom, and as there are, by computation, at lealt
ten tsoufand mechanicks out of employ, and en the verge offa-
mine, | boerly expe@ to hear of a revolttaking place in that
art of the Britith empire, ‘st AL ' '
In England, the eyes of the nation are open. They ackn?W-
ledge publickly that a conqueft: over America is altogether 1m=
practicable, and therefore recommend it as the cnly fore alterna-
tive; thata peace be concluded irftantly, acknowledging them free
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