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PHILADELPHIA, May 16.
-6~ N—¢ R-E~-8—8—
This Day, precifely at 12 o’clock,
THE PRESIDENT cf the UNITED ST ATES me!
both Houfes of Congrefs in the Hall of the Re
.I)rci:enlativea, where lie addrefled them in the fol
owing

S P E E C H,
Gentlemen of the Sc

Senate, and
_ Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives,

H E perfonal inconveniences to the meibers of
—the-Senate—and-ot-the-tfoufe" Yretenta-
tives, ihleaving their families and private atfairs,
-at this feafon ot the year, are fo obvious, that I the
more regret the extraordinary occafion, which has
rendered the convention of Congrefs indifpenfuble.

It would have afforded me the higheft fatisfaétion,
to have been able ro congratulate you, on a,reitora
tion of peace to the nations of Europe, whafe ani
melities have endangered our trangility. But we
‘have (till abundane caule of gratitude to the fupreme
difpenfer of national bleffings, for general healtn
and promiffing feafons ; for {tfomclﬁc and focial hap
pinefs ; for the rapid progrefs and ample acquifi
tions of induftry, through extenfive territories;
for civil, political and religions liberty. While o-
ther (tates are defolated with foreign war, or con-
vulfed with inteltine divifions, the United States

. prefent the pleafing profpect ot a nation™ governed
by mild and equal laws; penerally faricfied wirhthe
offeffion” of their rights : neither envying tlie ud-
vantages nor fearing the power ‘of other natious ;
folicitous only for the maintenance ot order aud jul
tice, and the prefervation of liberty ; increaling dai-
ly in their attachment 10 a fyltem of yovernment in
proportion to their experience of is-utility ; yield-
ing a ready and general obedience to laws flowing
from the reafon, and refting on the only folid foun

dation, the affetions of the people.

It is with extreme regret that I fhall be obliged
to turn yoar thoughts 1o other circumitances, which
admonifh us, that fome of thefe felicities may no:
be lafting. But if the tide of our profperity is lull
and a reflux commencing, a vigilaut circumfpeétion
becomes us, that we may meet our reverles witli
fortitude and extricate ourlelves Irom their confe
quences with all the fkill we pofle(s and all the ef-
forts in our power.

In giving to Congrefs, information of the [tate of
the Union, and recommending to their conhdera-
tion foch meafures as appear to me to be neceflary
pr expedient, according to my conftitutional dury,
the caufes and the ohjects of the prefent extraordi-
nary feffion will be explaifed, _

After the Prefident of the United States, receis ed
information, that the French government had ex-
prefled ferious difcontents at:fome proceedings o
the government of thefe (tates, faid to atlect vhe in
Icreﬁs of France, he thought it expedient to fend to
that country, a new nyinilter, fully inf! ructéd 1o en
ter on fuch amicable -difcuflions, and to give fuck
candid cxplanations, as might happily remove the
difcontents and fufpiciors of the French govern.
ment and vindicate the condu of the Unjted States.
For this purpofe he feleted trom among his fellow-

“ citizens a charaéter wholé integrity, talents, expe
rience and feryices, had placed bimin the rank of

diret objeé of his million, was exprciied in hic
letter of credence to the French Repulilic; being
¢ to maintain that good underitahding which fron;
« the commencement of the #liance had [ibfited
« perween the two nations; and to effice unfa.
« yourable impreflions, banith fyfpicions, snd reltore
« that cordiality, which was pnce the evidence and
« pledge of a friendly union.”  And his inftructions
were ‘to the fame cifedt, “ faithtully to reprilent
et the difpofition of the covernment and people ol
« the United States, gheir difpofition beimig one, to
« remove jealoufies and abviate complatinig by fhew-
“ing that they were groundlels, to rellore thar
¢ mutual confidence, wlhich had been {o untertunare.
“ly and injur'muﬂ_v impaired, and 1o r'xpluin the re
¢ lative interelts ot both ccumtries and the real fen-

B . . 'y
—wpiments of his-own;

A minilter thus tpecially commiilioned, it Was
expedied would have provedrethe inltrumient of re
floring mistual coni.diuce betiveen the two Repub
lics,  (he firtk {tep vt the French government cor-
refponded 'with that expeftation. A tew days be-
fore his arrival at Puris, the _French miniiter of
foreion relatiops, informed the: American minitter
then relident at Par:s, of the formalities 10 be ob.
ferved by himfelf in-recing feave;and by bis-foccef-

_far preparatory to his reception.  Thele tormali-
ties they obferved, dnd on the ninth el December
prefentediofficially to the minifter of forcign relati-
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' .ihe-molt.clteemed.and.relpected.in ihe nation. —fhe

ans, the one a copy of his letters of recal, the otlier
L copy of his letter ot credence. et

Thefe were laid Before the Fxecutive Direftory.
[wo days atterwards, the miniflter of foreign rela-
tions informied the recailed American miniiler, that
the Executive Directory had determined not 1o re-
ceive another Miniller Plenipetentiary {rom the U,
States, until atter the redreis of grievances demand-
ed ot the American gaverrmeut, and which the
rrench Republic had a right 10 expet trom ir.
Ahe American minift=r immediately endeas ouved 1o
afcertain, wlietlier by re ufing o receive him, it was-
satended,—that he hould-retive from-she-teritories. .
ot the French Republic,; & verbal anlwers were giv
=n that loch was the inrention ol the Lire€tory. For
his own juftification he delited a written anfwer :
but obtamed none,—until towards the laft ot Jauua
1y i when, receiving notkie inwriting vo quit the
territories ot the Republic, hie proceeded 1o Amlter.
dum, where he propoled 1o wait tor inllruétions lru'm
(s government, luring, his refidence at Paris,
cards ot hotpicubins were iefafed him, and he was
iwstened with uoing lusjecred 1o thie jurildicton of
the miniiter of pol.ce @ but, with becoming, firmmeds
he inulted on the protection ot the Faw of natiens
die 1o lim as the known miniter of a toreign pow -
er.. You wiil derive turther incormation from his
dilputches which will be faid belore vou.

Ag it is often necddlary that natioss thould trear
for the motual advantage ot thed¥ atlaits, and erpe
cally to-accomodaie and terminate ditferences s and
as theytreat only by winitizes, the night ol embatly
is well Known and elt blitiied. by the taw and ulage
of nations' Theaelolal on the part of Frameto re.
ceive and liear our minilter, 15 then the denial of a
right 5 but ‘the retatal 1o Yecewve him, uniil we
bave asceded “to (heir, demancs, without ditcufiion
and withour ﬁi\t‘_ll-g'—ll.‘ﬂll is 10 11eat us pelther as
allies, nor as friepds- tior asa fovereaien fhare.

With this contjuct of the french government, it
will be proper tovake inro vicw, e public andi-
ence given 1o the lake miniiier of the United States,
on his raking leaveiof the I xecunve Lirecrory.
The fpeech of the Pyxfident ciddloes lentiments
more alarming thon the yetuial ot a minifler, bee
caufe more dangeious 1oy our Independence and U. -
nion ; and at the tame time (ludioufly marked winh
indignities towards the poscinment ot the Uniied
Sates, it evences a difpolition to fepsrate the peo
ple of the U. Stares trom the governnent : to per-
luade them thar thiey have difievent stlections, piin.
ciples and inrerits, tiotn thole of their fellaw-ciii
zens, whom they thendfelves hase choten o manage
their common concerns; and thus 10 produce divi
[lons fatal to ou. pesce,  Such attemps ought to be
'rcl:t'“rll with a decifton which thall convitice France
and the world, that we are not g dt‘gf:u(‘cd people ;
bumisdared voder a colonial fpivic of tear and lenfe
ot inferority, fitt-d to be the mi=rable inftruments
ot foreipn influence, regardlels of national hosour,
character and 1niereft.

I thould have been happy to have throwna veil
over thele tranlactions, 11 it had been poflible ro
conceal them; bur they have pafled on the great

Aierica; and with fuch circumltarces of publicity
and {blerinity that they cannot be difgdited and
will not be fvon torpotien ; they have inflicted a
woundin_the American. breafl, =

“lris my fincere delire owever that it may be
healed. 1t is my lincere defire,-and in this | pre
fume T concur with vou and with sur conltituents, to
preferve peace and (riecallip » ith all nations : and
believirg that neither the Lionour nor the interell of
the United States ablolutely forbid the repetition of
advances for fecoring thele delirable ol jects with
¥rance, I fhall infliture afrefth artempt at negocia-
tien, and fhiatt nottail to promote and acceleraie an
sccomodation on rerms compatible with the tights,
duties, intereils and Lonour ot the nation, It we
nave commit:ed errors, and thele can be demonltrar-
ed we fnall be willing 1o correct them: it we have
done injuries, we thall be willing on convittion to
vedrels them. « &nd u:*.-.;ai mearures - of jullice we
have aright to expett [rom France and every other

theatre ot the woild in the face ol all Europe and]

NAtieR— == -

ferences with France. by emicable negeciation, the

our commerce, the perfonal injuries 1o our citizens,
and the gencral complexion ot afluirs, render it my
indifpeniable duty to recomend to ycur confidera-
tion effeitual meafures ot delence, v

| he commerce of the United States has become
an interelting object of atiention, whether we confi-
deritin relation 1o the wealth and finances, or the
itrenght and refourfes of the nation. With a fea
coall of near two thovlavd miles in extent, opening
rwide fievd for fifheries, mivigation andhcommicree,
preat pm-r‘.mr-ui-om‘--citizens. naturally apply their .
[mlulh'y and enterprize to thofe objects.  Any fe-

“ous and permanent injury 1o commerce would not

fail 10 produce the molt embarrafling ditorders; to

| orevent it from beiung underminded and deilroyed, -

it is efledtial that it reveive an adequate protec-
tion. ' ' )
I'he naval eftablifhment mult occur to every man
who confiders the injuries committed on our com-
m: ree and the infuls offercd 1o our citizens, and the
detcription of the veflels by winch thele abufes have
been practifed. As the futferings of our mercantile
and ‘eafaring citizéns, cannot _be alcribed to the
omiffion of duties demandable, confidering the nen-
iral fuation of our country, they are to be attri-
buted to 1he hope of impunity, anifing fiom a fup-

1o refilt 1he con'cqiences of fuch imprethons on the
minds-of foreipn nations, -amd 10 poard againtt the
degradarion and dervility which they muit finally-
(tamp on the American charallers, is an imporiaut "
duty of government. . : -
A naval power, next to the militia, is the natural
detence of the United arates. The experience of
¢ Lt wary; would be fufficient to fhew, that a mo-
derare naval force fuch as would be eafily within
the preferit ablities of the Union, would bave heen
tufficieny to have baffled many formidable tranfpor-
talions/o' troops trom one (tate to another, which.
were then practifed.  Our fea coalts from their
preal extent are more eahly annoyed and more ea.
hly defended by a naval force than any other. With
atl the 'ma ermis our country atounds: in fkill our
naval archite¢ts and navigators, are equal to any :
commanders snd feamen will not be wanting.
— But although the—eltablifoment of a permanent
(vtem of naval defence, appears to be requilite, [
am_lenfible itcannot be tormed o (peedily and ex-
tenlively as the prefent crifis demands.  Hitherto,
[ have thought proper to prevent the failing of
a:m d veflels; except on a voyape to the Halt-Indies,
where peneral ufage and the danger from pirates
appeard 1o render the permiffion proper: yet re-
itr1¢tion has originated folely froma with to prevent
collufions with the powers at war, contravening the
act of Congrels of June, one thoufand feven hundred _
and ninty-four, and not trom any doubt entertained /
by me ol the policy and propriety of permitting our :
veflels ro _employ means of detence, while enpaged

in a lawful foreign commerce. It remains for Con- i
grefs 1o prelcribe fuch regnlations as will enuble
our fealaring cit zens 10 detend themlelves again(t . ¢
violations ol the Taw of nations, and at the {ame '
time rellrain them, trom committing ats of Loftili-

'y againlt the powers at war, Inaddition to this
voluntary provifion for detence by individual cii-

zens, il appears. to.me;-necclary to-equip—the fri-

pates and provide otier veflels ol inferior force, .

io take under contoy luch merchant vellcls as (hall

remain unarmed.

Theg: eater partof the cruifers,whofe depredations

have been molt injurious, have heen built, and fome -
of them partly equipped in the United Stares.

Although an effeciual
vith difficulry, yet have thooght it my duty ro pre.
fent the fubject generally to your conlideration. If

a mode can be deviled, by the wifdom ot Congrels,

to prevent the refources of the United States from

being converted into the means of annoying our

trade, a great evil will be prevented. With the

fame vicw | thirk it proper to mention that fome

of our cinzensrefident abroud; have fitted out pri-
g aters and others have volunrarily gaken the com-
L mand, or entered o board ot thew. and conymitted —— — ————

‘-“Ii’.[(“i and I'hraH(.l' I‘ri!';: a4t ]11(’ tnk hll‘l‘.l("ﬂdl’d, lh(‘
governiment has no means ot obtaining otficial infor-

cealon to believe that tie execmive direGory pal
fed a decree on the l"ct.‘mﬂl'_l ot March lalt, contraven-
ing ir part tlie treaty ol awity and commerce of ene
thoutand feven hundred and feverty eight, injurious
_to-ourliwful commerce-and endangering the-lives
of our ctizens. Acopy of this decree will be laid
before vou, *

s =i

The diplomatic intercourfle between the United |

mation from vhat conntry = -neverthelefs there is-

W liile we are endeavouring to adjult all our dif: J

{poilations on the commerce ot the United States.—

Such oenatural and imquitoos pradtices can be re-

frained-gnly by fevere punifharents _ s
But belides a proteftion ot our commerce on the '

feas, I think it highly neceflury to protet it at

honte, where it is colle¢ted in our molt important

ports, The diltance of the United ttates from Fu- -

rope, and the well kuown promptitude, ardour and

courage ot the people;—inadetence—af their country; ——— ——=

happily diminith the probability of invafion; never.

thelefs to guard apainit tudden and predatory incur-

iions, the fituations of fome of our principal fea- - -

progrefs ot the war an_purope, the depredationson. - R

poled inebility on_our part. to atfuid protection. _ . S

remedy may be “attended g




