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’I‘HE Houfe having rcfolved infelf into a commit-

tee of the: whole, Mr. Dent in the chair, to
covfider the following-anfwer to the Prefident’s ad-

drefs e .

The committee to whom it was referred to prepare an
anfwer to the fpcech of the Prefident of the Unit-
ed States, commuanicated to both houles of Con-
grels, on Tuclday the 16th May, 1767, repott
the following ; ‘

To-rue PRESIDENT ortre UNITED

STATIES.
Sie, ]

The interciiing detail of thafe events. which have
rendered the convention of Congrrefs, at this time,
indifpenfable, (communicated in your fpecelr to both
houies) has excited in us the ftrongeft emotions—
Whillt we regret the occafion, we cannot omit to
teftify our approbatiod of the meafure, and to pledpe
ourfelves that no conliderations of private mnconveni-
encey fhall prevent; on our part; a faithful difchage
of the duties to which we are calle:l.

We have conftantly lioped, that the aztions of

Europe, whilit defolated by foreign wars, or con-
vulfed by inteftine divifiins, would have left the 1J-
nited States to cnjoy that prace and tranguility, to
which the imp'ulinl conduct of vur government has
entitled s ; and it is now-with extreme reoret, we
find the meafures of the French repnblic tending to
endanger a fituation fo dcfivable and tuterelling to
our country.

Upon this occzfion, we feel it onr duty to exprels,
in the molt explicit manser, the feafations which the
prefent erifis has excited, and to afluie you of our
zealous co-operation in thofe mealures which™ may
appear neeeflary for our fecurity or peace. .

Allh(sugh it isthe fift and molt ardent wih oF ouy |
hearts that peace may be maintained with the French |

republic aad with all the woild ; yet we ca never
furrender thole rights which belong to us as a nati-
tion—and whilll we view with fatisfuction the wildon,
digmty, and moderation, wkhich have marked the
wcalures of the fupreme execative of ‘our cour try,
in its attempts to remove, Ly candid explanations,
the complaints and jealovfies of France, we feel the
full force of that indignity which has been olfered
our cottntry-in the reje@ion of its minifler,  No at.
tumpts to wound our 1ights as a fovereton ate will
cfeape the notice of our econflitwents: they will ke
felt with indignation, and repelled with thut decifion
which-fhall convince the world that we are not a de-
graced people, that we can never fubmiz 10 the de-
mands of a foreirn power, without examization, and
without difcuffon.

_Knowing as we do, the confidencs repnlyd hy the
people of the United States in their groverniment, we

cannot heltate in exprefline our fndigraiin at the ]

featiments difelofed 1;}" Illcbljll fident of the Eyecu.
tive DireQory of France, in his fpeech to the mini.
fter of the United States.  Sueh fentiments ferve to
difcover the imperfeét kaowledge which France pol-
icfles ofe the real opinions of our conflituents.
attempt to feparaé-them from theimfelves; and al-
though foreigners, who know not the genius of our
countty, may have conceived the projeét, and forzign
emifliriec may attempt the execution, yet the united
cllorts of our fellow citizens, will convinee the-world
of its impraélicability. . ' B

Tiappy would it haxe heen iF the tranlafions dif.
clofed in your communjeation had never taken place,

or that they could have beer concealed.  Seufibly, : @ : o. ) tend our foreipn intercourfe, as exigeqcies ‘may re-
however, as we feel the wound which has been iufliét. | countrics, that we will Es confider the hul_mhallun quire, repoling full confidence in the €xecutive, in
¢, we think with you, that neither the honour nor [ of the government as the greatell perfonal difgrace. whom the conllitution hus pliced the powers of nego-
- the intereft of the United Etates forbid the repetition | ' : j:f"."l 25: ; i ., | viation. - _
of advances for preferving peace 5 and we are happy Yeflerday at I)z o'clock, the Senate 1n 2 body, wait- We learn with fincere concern, that attempts are, '
to learn that fielh attempts at negociation will be ¢d on the Prefident "rlhfl [In;u'(l_btatt‘s, e II—I_“ in operation to alicnate the affe@ions of our fellow-
communicated : nor can we too ftrongly exprefs our [ 0w houfe, and prefented the following a(.‘nhcfs,;l. citizens from their government.  Attemps fo wick-
fincere defires that an accommodation may take place, anfwer to h_"" fpeech to lf“tl‘ houfes of Congrefs, ¢d, wherever-they cxilt, cannot fail to excite ourute
on terms, compatible with the rights, intereft, and at llpu.:.upenmg. of the feflion, moft abhorrence. A government chofen b'y the peo-
houour of our nation. Fully, however, impreffed | To 10 PRESIDENT or Tus UNITED | ple for their owp fafety and happinels, and calculated
with the uncertainty of the refult, we fhall preparc . STATLS. \ to fecure both, cannot lofe their affc&ions, fo-long as
to mcce with fortitude, any unfavourable events which S IR, . [its adminiftration purfues the principles upon which it
muy-vccur;-and to extricateourfelyes from-the confe- = Phie ferare of the Unired Srtes requeft-you tode- | was erected.—And your ré'foli:i:tién'tﬁ obferve a con-
quences with-all the killwe poffefs, and all the efforts cept their acknowledgments for the comprehenfive | dué juft and impartial to-all nations, a facred re-
in our power. Belicving with you, that the conduét | and interclting detail you have given in your fpeech | gard-to our national engagements, and not to im-
of the government has been jult-and impartial to {6-"| to both houfes of Congrels, on the exifting flate of pair the right of our government, contains principles -
reign nztions, that the laws for the prefervation ‘of | the union. : > <) which cannot fail to fecure to your adminiftration the
peace hiave Leen proper, and that they have been fair- |~ While we regret the neceflity of the prel‘ént mect- | fupport of the natipnal Legiflature, to render abof.
ly cxceuted, the reprefentatives of the people do not ing of the legiflature, we wifh to exprefs our entire | tive every attempt Lo excite dangerous jealoufies a-
befitate to declare, that they-will give their moft cor- | approbation of your conduclin convening it, on this [ mong ys, and to convince the warld that our govern.
dial fuppeit to the cxecution of principles fo delibe- | momentous occafion. ! ment and your adminiftration of it cannot be feparat-
tely and upright!y eftabliflicd, The foperintendance of our national faith, honour | ed from the aflcétionate fupport of every good gitie. '~
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The many interefting ,fubjz:fgﬁya.ci'i yo.1 Have re-
commended to our confiderati -, . '“which are {o
ltrongly enforced by this mo e uccaﬁolu, will
receive every attention whicl thar importance de-
mands ; and we truft, that by the decided and ex-
plicit condu&t which will go ern our deliberations,
cevery infinuation will be repell:d which is derogatory
to the honour and independence of our country.

Permit us, in offering this cddrefs, to exprels our
fatisfaction at your promotion to the firlt office in the
rovernment, and our entire englidence that the pre-

eminent talents and patriotifm which have placed you
in_this diltinguithed fituation, will enable you to dil-
charge its various dutics with {atisfaltion to yourfelt,
and Fdvantage to aur common country.

A member fuggelted the iderof ufing a term lefs
‘trong -than the report contained—it was to fubflitute
fenfikility for indignation—which he judged would
produce lefs irritation, a circumftance to be avoided
as much as poflible on the prelfot occafion.

Mr. Nicholas appreliended From the <fe®:of a rule
of the houfe that he hould be prevented frdim making
an alteration in a paragraph i¥ 4 -
was agreed to, as it would aft’, "ot Lo ane 0f o
dee 1o move to firike out the whole paragraph fo
amended 5 he withed therefore to be mdulped in a
motion he hid prepared and which if apreed to would
mpercede the necellity of the gentleman’s alteratious.
tle then moved to. infert between the licond and
third {‘--!a}fhlﬂlﬁ the followiny amendnient :

Alterthe Lot fe&@ion infore,
Although we are actuated by the ntmofl folicitude

for the waintenanceef peace with the French Re

i i S -
puliicand awvithadl the wo:ld, the rde&ion-of our |

minitter, and the manner of difmifling him from the
tervitories il Iian e, have exeited cur warmeft fenfi-
bility wud, i followed bysintlar meafures and a re-
fufal of all negaciation on the [ihjedt of our mutual
Lcomplaintse will put an end to every friendly relation
;3 Lut we flatter ourlelves |

Phetween the two countri:
| that the government of France only intended to fuf- |
fpend the ordinary diplasat’e fnrercomfe and to |
“J:i::-,f to operdtion th:fe estraondinary ageneics |
twhich are in commen ufe Loiween nations 2nd which |
[ are conlined i thair iptention Uy thegreat cnules of |
L difference—We, t! erifing, racsive with the utmoll fa-
J tisfaciion thet & frefh Lrrempt ot
negociation will Le nlfianal, asd -we exocct with
cenfidence that a rovesd it of oo cilicion anda

difpolition on the pant of b Unieod Stites to place

VOUr ot mate M,

France on the oot of il ¢ counciies, by remov-
ing the inequalities which-may-haveaifentin the ope-
rziton of our refpeéiive treaties with them will pro-
¥
)

duce an acee l;'.m?u::':m'(-)::-_?-..ii e with the cngage-
ments, riglits, duties, and Lunour of the U, States.

We will coniider thie foveral fulijeéts which juu
| T'::.l\':: II‘L'Ct‘JI’I'r:I.'-..'Ill‘.;\:- [SE I umil"‘m:-il'mn ;1 ilh lhc at-
tentiun t}

which their impotance demand, and will
zcu!'w.ﬂy c®operate in thofe niealures wiinch fhall
appear neeellary for our own feemity or peace.
Whitever diffvrenee of opinion way have ¢xzilted
amonglt the people of the United Btates npon na-

4 .rl.n'h A it as |

tional fubjetts, we cannot Liclieve that any ferious ex-
pectation can be entertained of withid'rawing the fup-
Lport-of the people from their conftitutional agents,
aad we fhould hope that the recollcétion of the mi-
feries which fhe lierfelf has fulfered from a like inter-
ference, would prevent any fech attempt by the Re.
public of France; but we exphicitly dcc_law for_pt_il___
| Telves and our conftituents, that futh an attempt
would meet our highelt indignation; and we will repel
every unjult demand on-the United States by foreigm)

Nums. 64
— e
and dignity, being in a great meafure conftitutjonally
depolited with the executive, we oblerve, with lingu-
lar fatisfaltion, the vigilance, firmnefs, and prompti=
tude, exhibitcd by you, in this critical flate of our
public aftairs, and from hence derive an evidence and
pledge of the rectitude and integrity of your admi-
niftration. ~And we are fenlibleye it is an objeét of
primary importance, that cach branch of the govern-
ment fhould 2lopt alanguage and fyllem of conduét,
which fhall be cool, jult, and difpaflionate, but firm,
cxphcit and decided.

We are cqually defirous, with you to oblerve peace
and friendthip with all nations, and are happy to ke
informed, that neither the hunour nor interefts of the
United States, forbid advances for fecuring thefe de-
firable cbjetts, by amicable negeciation with the
French republic.  This method of adjulting nationa}
differences, is not only the moft mild, but the moft
rativnal and humane, and with governments dif[,-ufed,
to.be jully can {dom fuil of fuceéls, when fairly,
candidly and fincerely ufed. - If we have committed
cirors, and ean be made fenfible of them, we agree
with you, in opinion, that we ought to correét them,
and  commenfate- the injuries whidh miy-have been
conloquent thereom 3 and we trult the French repube
lic will be aftuated by the fame jult and beucvo-
lent principles of national polizy, '

Werdo thercfore moft fincerdy approve of your
deternination to promots and acceletite an accome
wolation of our exiiting differences with that repub-
lic by megociation,. on terms compatible with the
rights, dutics, interzlts and honour of cur natjon—
Awd you may reft affured, of our moft coidial CO-0pe=
ratiou, fo far as it may become neceffary, in this pur-
fuit. -

Peace and harmony with 2!l nations is our fincere
wifh, but fuch being the 1ot of humanity that nations
will not always reciprocate peaceful difpofitions ; it
i3 cur firm belief that efle€tual meafures of defence
will tend to infpire that national feif-refpeét and con-

| fidence at home, which is (he unfailing fou:ce of

refpeétability abroad, to check aggredlion and prevent
war.
While we are endeavouring to adjult our difieren-

. cos with the French teputlic hy amicable negaciation,
| the progrefs of the war in Euope, the depredations

on cwr commerce, the perfonal dnjurics to our citi-

zens, and the general complexion of affairs, prove to
us your vigilant care, in rccommending to our atten-
tion cffe@tual meafures of defenca,

Thofe which-you recommend whether they relate

to external defence, by pcr:nitting citizens to arm for
the purpofe of repelling aggreflions on their commer-
cialrights, and by ‘providing fea CONvoys, or to inter-
nal defence, by increafling the ¢ftablithment of artilles
ry and cavalry, by forming a provifional army, by.
reviling-the mihitia laws, aud‘furtif}'i:l}{, more com-
pletely, our ports and hatbours ; will meet our con.
lideration under the influence of the fame juft regard
for the [ceurity, interet, and honour of our country
—which di¢tated your recommendation. )
+ Prafice fo unnatural and iniquitous as thole you
[tate, ot our own citizens, converting their property
and perfonal exertions into the means of annoying
our trade, and injuring their fellow-citizens, deferye
legral feverity commenlurate with their turpitude.

Althongh the fenate believe, that the profperity
and bappinefs of our country doeswmnot depend on ge-
neral-andestenfive politieal connexionswithe: Suropran-

- nations; yet we-cannever lofe fiphit of the propriety as

wcil as neceflity of enabling the executive, by fuffici-
ent and liberal fupplies, to maintain, and even to 3¢
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