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C O NGRE S S
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Moinday, ._'fdndr_y 29.

The houfe refulved itlelf into a committee of the
W}IDI{‘? on thearticles of impeachment reported againft
William  Blount, Mr. Deat in the chair ; when they
were read as fullows :

ARTICLES

Exhibited by the houfe of reprefentatives of the U

—mited States, in the name of themfelves and of all
the people of the United States, againft
“n WILLIAM BLOUNT,
In'n'!amtenancc of their impeachment againit him for
high crimes and mifdemeanors.
Article 1. T'hat, wheras the United States, in the

months of February, March, April, May, and June, |

~_in the year of our me; one thowf ind-feven, himndred+ thereonfpire—and-contriveto alivnare and—divertre{-faving to-themfelves the liberty of exhibiting, at any
e nincty deven, and for mass vazes thon fpaily-were i

at peace with his catholic majt}!i){, the king of Spain;
2ad whereas, dutdig the months aforefaid, Lis faid ca-
tholic majeity and the king of Great- Britain were at
war v each other . yet the fuid William Blount,
on wr -t the months aforefaid, then being 4 lena-
tor .f the (United States, and well knowing the pre
mifes, bu o ifregarding the duties and obligations of
hi- bissh flation, and dctigning and intending to dif
tn b the poace and trauquilicy of the U. States, and
to violatc andt infringe the neutrality thereof, did con-
fpuc, aud contiive to create, prusnn:té, aad fet on foot,
witing the teiritory and jurid liction of the United
States, and to condu& and carry on, from thence, a
mil:tary ho'lile expedition againit the territories and
dominions of his [aid catholic mijelty in the Floridas
and Louhna, or a part thereof, for the purpofe of
wreiting tire fame from his catholic majelty, and of
conqucriug the fime for the king of G eat- Britain,
with whom his [aid cathulic majety- was at war, con-
trary to the duty'and traft of Lis Ration as a fenator of
the United States, in violatiou of the oblizations of
neutrality, and againt the laws of the United States,
and the peace and interclts thereof.

Art, [, That, whereas on the twenty-feventh day
of Ocltoher, in the year of our Lord onc thonfand fe-

ven hundied and ninety five, a treaty of fiendfhip; li-

mits and navijation had beert made and concluded be-
twveen the United States and his Catholic muj\-l{y. by
the fifih asticle whereof it is ftipuiated and agreed,

“t¢that the two high eontra ting partics (ha!l, by all

the aneans to their power, matutain peace aud harmo-
ny amang the fcveral lndian nations who iuhabit the

. conutry adjzuent to the lines and rivers which by the

precedung aruicles, from the boundary of the two Flo-
ridas. Andt e better to obtaiu this effect, both pa;r-
ties oblige themicles exprefily to reftrain by force all
hoftilitieson the part of the Tndiannations lying withm
their boundary fo that Spain will not fuffer her ludians
to attack the cicizens of the United States, nor the
Tadians inh biting their territony ; nos will the United
States permit thefelaft mentioned Indians to cornmence
Lo'tilitiesagainft the fubjeéts of his Catlolic M.jefty or
bis Indians, ivany maoner whatever,”s-Yet the faid
William Blount, on or about the monthsof February,
March, April, May and Juae, ia the veag of our
Lord one thoufand feven hundred aod ninety feven
then being a Sénator of the United ~ States, and gl
knowing the premifes, and that the faid United States.
were then at peace with his faid Catholic Mojelly qand.

that his Catholic’ majelly was at war with the king f |

Great-Biitain, but difiegarding the duties of his high
ftation, and the ftipulationsof the faid treaty, andSne
obligations of neutrality; did confpin# and contnve to
excite the Creck and Cherokee nations of lndians,
then inhabiting within the territorial boundary of the
United States, to commence hottilities againft the fub-
jectsand pofleflions of his Catholic mujelty,.in the
Flarndas and Louifiana, for the purpole of reducing

. 'the fame to the dominion of the kingof Great Bri-

tain, with whom his Catholic majeity was thenjat war

jamin Hawkins tarbe principal temporary agent for
[ndian affairs, within the Imiian nations fouth of the
river Ohio, and north of the vivitorial line of the U
nited States; and whereas tor faid Benjamin Haw
kins accepted the faid appordment, and on the 211t
day of April, in the year of wur Lord 1797, and for
a long time before and afterwards, did exercife the
funétions, powers and duties attached to the fame, yet
_the faid—W.illiam—Blount;#a-orabout—the fuid-2 11
day of April, in the year & our Lord 1797, being a
fenator of the United State, and " well knowing the
premifes, did, in the profecnion of his criminal deligus
and of his confpiracies afo-efaid, aiid the more : ffec-
tually to accomplifh his intestion of exciting the Creck
and Cherokee nations of Lidians to commence hoflili
ties againlt the fubjeéts of his Catholic majelty, fur-

| confidence of the faid Indaa tribes or nations from
| the faid Benjamin Hawkim, the principal temporary
agrent aforcfaid, and to dininifh, impair and deftroy
the i:fluence of the faid Bojamin Hawkins with the
faid [ndian tllbf’i, and thar I-rit:ndly iﬂlt-’CUUlfc and
underftanding with him ; ¢satiary to the dury of his
truft and lation asa Senaor of the United States,
tand againlt the ordinance: BMG MW vr oo vy 2
States, and the peace and int=refts '-hf‘ff“'r: : _
Art. V. That. whereas * ¢ the ordinances and a@s
Uf-f:‘unj_’_ refs atorcfaidy 1t is made lawful for the prefident
of the United srates to eltablith trading houlvs.at fuch
plac-z aud por's on the wellern and fonthan froutiers,
or fu the Indian country, a3 he fhall judyge moit con.
venient for careving on a liberal trede wich the Indian
nations within the limits of the Buited States, and to
appoint an agent at cach t1ading houle ellablifhed as
aforefaid, with fuch cleiksand affittants as may be ne:
ceflary for the exccution of the faid aéts 3 and where-
as, by a treary made and concluded on the 2d day of
July, in the year of our Lord 1797, between the U-
nited Statesand the Chercles nati- ns of Indians, n-
habiting within the B of the United btates it ix
tipulated and agreed ¢ That the Uvited “tates will
tend fuch and £ many perfons to refule in faid nation
as they fHall judge proper, not exceeding four, who
thall qualify themiclves 1o afk ag interpreters.”  And
whercas the prefident of the United States, as well
in purfuance of the authorities in this article mention-
ed, as of the acts of conprefs referred to in the thied
article, did appoint James Carey to he the inlrrpu'lu
for the United States to the f2id Cherokee nation of
Indians, and affittant &t the pubhe trading houfe clia-
bifhed at the "Uellico block houfe in the ftate of Ten-
neffec ; and wherceas the faid James Carey did accept
the faid appointments on the twenty firlt day of April,
in the year of our Lord 1797, antl for a long time be-
fore and afrerwards did e¢xaicile the fun&lionsand du-
tics attached to the fame; yet the faid Wilkam
Blount, on or about the faid 2i{t day of Apri, in the
year lalt afrefaidy then being a Senater of the Enit-
| ed Siares, and well kuowing the premiles. did, in pro-
 fecution uf his criminal defigns, and in fuitherance of
his coufpiracies aforefaid, conipire and contrive to
feduce the laid James Cirey to aflilt in the promotion
and execurion of his faid crminal intenticds and con-
(piracies atorefaid ; contrary to the dury of his traft
Land tativn ag a Serator of the United States, and a-
. gainfl the laws and treatics of the United States, and
Pahe peace-and-iuteriells-thereof,
" "Art. V. That, whereas certain tribes or nations of
| Indisws inhabit within the territorial limits of the U-
"nited States,"between vhom, or many of them, and
the fetddements of the Unlted States, cert:in bounda-
ry lines have, by lucceflive treaties, been flipulated and
,agrecd upon, to- feparate the lands and poffcflions of
the faid Lndians, fiom the lands and poffcflions of the
" United States and citigensthereof ; and whereas, par-
«ticutarly by the treaty in_the lait article mentioned _to
have been made with the Cherokee nation, on the fe-
cond dav of July, in‘the year of our Lord, ore thou-

as aforefaid 3 contrary to the duty of his truft dnd -/ fand feven hundred and ninety ‘one, the boundary line
tion as a Semator of the United States, in violstion of  between the United States and the Cherokee nation

the fajd treaty of friendfhip, limita and navigation,
and of the obligations of neutrality, and againft the
Jaws of the United States, and the peaccand intereils
thereof, ] _

Art. III. That, whereas, by the ordinances and

"2&s ot Congrels fur regulating trade. and intercourfe-

with the Iudian tribes and for preferving the peace on
the frontiers, it hasbeen made lawful for the Igrrﬁdrn't
of the United States, i order to infure the continu-
ance of the frieodfhip of the faid Indian tribes, to ap-
point fach rfoLs, from tie to time, as temporary a-
geotstore ide among the Indians, as he thall thiuk fit ;
and whereas, in p:tr_fuancc of the 'faid'aullmr_ity, the
Prefident of the United States, ov or about the eighth
dav of September, in the year of our Lord one thou.
fand {even hundred and nivety-fix, did appoint Ben-
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| was agreed and defined ; and it was further ftipulated,
| that the fame fhould be afcertained and marked plainly
( by three perfons appointed-on the part of the United
States, and three Cherokees on the part of their na- |
tion ; and whereas, by atiother tréaty, made with the
‘faid Cherokee nation, on_the 26th day of June, in
the year of our.Lord 1794, the-faid herein befoie re-
¢ited treaty of. the 2d day of July, in the year of our
Lord 1791, was confirmed and eftablithed, and it was,
mutually agreed that the faid boundary line (hould be
a&ually alcertained and marked ‘in the manner pre-
fcribed by the laft mentioned treaty ¢ and whereas in
purfuance of faid treaties, commiffioners were duly
nominated and appointed on the part of the United
State, to afcertan and mark the faid boundary line ;
l]rcr-tht: faid William Blount-on or about the 21ft day

-+

of April, 1797, then being a fenator of the United
State, and well knowing the premifes, in further pro-
tecution of his faid criv inal defigns and of his confpi-
racies atorefaid. and the more cffeually to accomplith
his intencion of excitirg the faid Indians to commence
hoftilities again(t the fubje@s of his Catholic Majelly,
did further confpire al.wf contrive to diminith and im-
pair the confidence of the faid Cherokec pation in the
wovernment-of -the-United-Statessand-to-createand-
foment difcontents and difaffeétion amongft the faid
Indians towards the gpovernn.ent of the United States
in relation to the afcertainment and making of the

faid boundary line, contrary to the dury and trull of

his ftation as afenator of the United States, aud a-
g ainlt the peace and intereft thereof.
And the houfe of reprefentatives by proteflation,

time hereafter, any furcherarticles, 2" other adenfatsia
or impeachment againtt the Taid William Blount, and
allo of replying to his anfwers which he fhall m ke un-
to the faid articles, or any of them, and of offering
proof to all and ¢very the aforefaid articles, and o all
and every other-articles, impeachment or accufation,
which thall be‘exhibited by them, as the ¢ fe hall e
pitess g domand that the faid William Blount may be
that fuch proceedings, examinations, trials and iiog-
ments, may be thereupon had and giveu as are agreca-
ble to law an | jullice.

‘I'he articles having beeh agreed to, without amerd-
ment (except a mere varbal one) the committec rofe,
aud the boule having allo agreed to them,

Mr. Sitgreaves moved that managers be appointed
on the part of the houle for the purpole of condudt-
ing. the impeachneent,

Wtich being agreed ‘to,

T'he fpcaker required of what number they fhould
confitt,

Mr. Sitgreaves anfwered eleven,

Mr. Thatcher five.

Mer. Sitgicaves hoped the number he had mention-
¢l would be agreed to; the bufinels being new, and
of a very important and dclicate natuse, he thought
the managers ought not to be lefs than eleven,

Me. Thatcher withdiew his motion, and ¢leven was -

aprecd to be the number.
" M. Sitgreaves moved that the mansgers go to the
fenate with che articles of impeachment.

Mr.Venable wifhed to know who the macagers
were to be appointed.

[Tuefday, in the houfc of reprefentatives, while
the members were ballotting for managers to corduét
the impeachment of William Blount, Mr. Lyon,
ftinding by the bar of the houle, and addiefling him-
{1 to a circl* of which Mr. Gtifwold was une, made
the following obfervation.— ** That the reprefintatives
in congrefs from the flate of Conneéticur, were con-
duéting in the houfe in direét oppofition to the wifbes
of their conflituents—that they were pmfuing their
own interell, and cared nothing abort the public—
their obj~& being to obtain offices for themfelves 3 and

that it-nratrered not whether the office was worth one

thoufand or nine thoufand dollars ; that the reprefent-
atives of that ftate were adminillering opiem to their
conftituents, to lull them aflecp : and thatif he fhould

ga_iuta that (tate and tike oi himfelf the mamages—

ment of a printing prefs, for fix or twelve months,
he could «ff & a revolution, change the whole politics
of the ftate, and turn out the prefent reprefentatives.”
 On which Mr. Grifwuld replied to Me. Lycn, that
he was much miftaken § for he could not produce the
effeét it he thoyld go into Connetticur or chinge the
opinion of-the T’neaucﬂ hoftler,

Mr. Lyon faid he knew the temper of the people
of Conneéticut, he had to fight them in his own dif-
trik, whenever they came thae. Mr Grifwold afk-
ed whether he fought them with a wooden {word ?
upon . which Mi. Lyon fpic in Mr: Grifwold’s face.

Mr. Grifwold front®refpect to the houfe, and being
inftantly cautioned by fome of his fiiends, repreffed
his ndignation. i

The ‘motiou to take up the {ubje@ in the houle,
was made without the previous krowledge of Mr

Grifwold. ] Gus. U. S.

Wedne[duy, Fanuary 31.

From the journal of yelterday’s proceeding in con-
grefs, it appears that the bufinefs which took plage
after the doors were clofed, was as follows ¢

“The houfe heing cleared, Mr. Sewell flated, that
he“had been informed, in.,a manner which left no

doubt of the truth ot the fa&, that, in the prefence

of theshoufe whillt Gitting,” Matthew Lyon, a mem-
ber from . the flate of Vermont, did this day commit
a violent attack and grofs indecency upon the perfon




