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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Thurfday, February 8.

R. Bayard, from the committee appointed to

prepare and report onan unitorm fyltem of

bankruptcy, reported a bill which was committed for
Monday next.

T'he Chairman read over the refolution which had |

been reportcd by the committee of privileges, for the
adoption of the houle which was the following words :

ment—that when I left it, I left it with the rcgm of
much the greater part of the officers, and all the fol-
diers. 1 mention the Liest. Colonel, becaufe Colonel
Warner is not living, :|

My certificate of having [ettled my accounts, which
is at home, would prove my having done my duty
well. Voo I
I could prove my having taken my mufket, and
marched to the lines every day, during the fiege of
Burgoyne. I fhauld pot have mentioned this circum-

‘‘ Refolved, That Mattkew Lyon, a member of | fance, had not the Speaker mentioned- his-having

“this houle, for a violent attack. and grofs indecency,

committed upon the perfon of Roger Grifwold, an-
other member, in the prefence of the houfe while

fitting, be for this diforderly behaviour expelled there- |

frnm"l )
Mr, Lyon rofe, and [poke as follows :—

Mt. Chairman, | fecl myfelf extracrdinarily circum- |

flanced, and accidentally drawn into a very ferious ii-
tuation merely by my ignorance of the Houfe of Re-
prefentagives being likely to take cognizance of ap
affair that ‘lj&gp_cncd when the members of the houfc
‘were at their amufcment and recreation ; when cvery
one was doing shat which was right in his own eyes.
How much was I fupported in this opinion bythe con-

~dudt of the ‘tﬁ" aker, every gentleman may fee by his

tellimony.  He fat in a chair within the bar facing me
as I ftood without it.  He [poke to me of my coun

try and the condu@ of fome people there, concerning
the (tamp a&. It appears, I turned the converfation
towards Connefticut ; it appears I had four or five
other gentlemen’s wit and raillery to bear, and this in
hearing of the Speaker. .

Does this look like the houfe being fitting ?

How could | imagine this houfe was fitting when the
Speaker fuflered me to be interrupted when fpeaking
to him by tne remarks of four or five gentlemen.

How could [ imagine the houfe was fitting,  when
the Speaker wasjoking me about an embafly to Kamp.
fchatka among the tur tribes ? piy

How could Iimagine the houf: wag fitting, when I
heard and knew the Speaker heard Mr. Grifiwold in-
{ult, me, without checking him? el

How could | imagine this houfe to be fitting when
the Speaker fuffered Mr. Grifwold to proceed a fe-
coud time with the mojt provoking infolence 7 |

~ Had the houfe been fitting, I fhonld not have heen
cilled on by Mr. Dana, wirth refpect -to fomething
Mr Williams had {aid, eonfequently ‘1 fiould not bave
entered into any converfution about Conne ‘ticute=the
Speaker wonld not have [poken to me of Vermont,
l(ld I fhould not agzin Lave turned the {uhjc& to Con-
netiicut, and My, Grilwold would have p;:ﬂ prmed his
premeditated infult ; premeditated 1 foy, hecaufe it
has been Iii'nvcd that he had notice of my fcclings aud
my determination an this fubjeét, . ;

I3 it proper to fay. the houle wes fitting while half
the members were ftanding 1ound the table, while two
thirds of theother half were walking round the bar,
the Speaker engaged in a jocular converfacion, and the
few who remained in their feats, either in private con-

—wetfation-or-writingJetters? -

Bist, Mir:-Chaisman, it fcems, by the courfe this bu.

fingfs has taken in the committee, (ot T am to e el
- mmated for holding an indclicate converfation within

the hearing of the gentleman-from Conne@ituts Eve-
ry one Lk .ows there are two different opinious enter.
tained in _this country with refpeds to the manage

~ment of the povernment, and e’\ﬂ:?-nnc who knows-
me; knowa that Iam very free in fpeaking my opinion |

on thefe fubjects. There are many, and I believe fome
in this Houfe, who know fomething of the rough,
illiberal manuer, in which I have been tréated in the

Ncw-En‘glém] newfpapers on account of my political”
opinion ; and 1 believe there are many perfonsin this from S. Carolina.
houfe, who are well acquainted with the kind of po- .

litene(s which the pentlemen from Conne&@icut make

done fo when Piymafter.

[ could aifo prove, that when an officer offered me
an infult, Ichallifed Lim before the officers of that re-

iment. |\ .
. Mr.. Champlin afked whether the gent'man [aid
he had chailifed an officer, or wounld chaflife bim? |

Mr Lvon anf{wered that I had challied bim, |

I could prove that I rook the comuiffion in Colo-
nel Warner's regiment, when I'was driven from my
plantation by Bubguyncfidnvalion ; tlhat | r figned miy
appointment, and left the regiment for the cafe of my
family, for preferment, for honoar, for fuperior office §
and to ferve the people of the ftate of Vermout.

I could prove, had T oppartunity, that [ was imme-
diately appoinwed deputy feeretary of the ttate, pay-
malter of the troope of Vermont, affittant treafur-
ery . aflitant to the commiffioner of loans, and capt.
of the militia, belides being called on to ad as private
fecretary to the Governor, *, - -

1 could alfy prave that within two years {from the
time of that telignation, 1 was appornted fecretary to
the ‘governor and council,-a- menber of the legifla-
ture, clerk of the houfe of Aﬂ‘c_mb!';. one of acom-
mittee for the colle@icn and revifion of the laws and
te a number of other offices under the authosity of
that ftate, belides a confidgerable number of offices in
the muatcipal eftabliiment of the rown in which [
lived, as well as'my promition to the command of
a regiment, and all this baee | fermed a connedion
with one of the molt refpectible families in the fate.
I could prove allo, that 1 Live beerr, member of the
legiftatare of Vermont, except two years, ever fince
that I have been appointed to many other important
offices which I did not think proper to-ferve in, fuch
as anditor of the trealurer’s accounts and judge of the
county where I live. - ’ S
Bv thefe things, and my flanding in this houfe, I
could prove that 1 have always been refpeéted in the
country I reprefent, and where [ have lived thele twen-
ty-four vears.

The free elefiorz of my diflri@ have given me a
preference toa pentleman of very great 1efpeétabili-
ty, one who ferved fix years with unimpeachable fideli
ty in.this houfe, and is row chief jullice of the flate
ot Vermont, yet evidence has been adduced in order
'to fhew that L am a perfon of difrepute,,

As to my being in the habit of recciviag infult with
impunity. for which it feems Mr. Chipman’s teftimo-
ny was introduced, wepe I allowed to call teftimo-
ny fiom Vermont, i could very eafily prove fo much on

of fome gentlemen that refpe@ability which, in
“every orher-refpeéeattackes—ta-myp-chara&er —A-
mong other things, I could prove that the gentlea
man fromy Vermont, who- was valled - to give tefti-
mony againft me, has, with the politencfs peculiar to
a certain countty which I will not now namie, infulted
me and received due chaftifement from me for it.
~Mr. Harper called to order.  The gentleman from
Vermont had already tpoken improperly of witnefles,
and he now fpokeina verv reprehen(ible way of M.
. Chipman. He hoped ke would be admonifhed.

Mr, Otis differed in opinion from the gentleman
If the geutleman thought it
would Le of (ervice to Lim to inform the committee
_that he had challifed an officer in the face of his regi-

ufe of towards their opponents ; and fome arc acquaint- | ment, or beaten a Judge of the Supreme Court, he

ed with the fhare of politerefs which thole gentlemcn
defcive from me. _
If the Koule are at a'lofs on this fubje&, they will, T
hope, recur to the language made vfe of by Mr. Coit
and Mr. Dana, in their teflimony ; and the houfe, I
belicve, will recolle@  a fpeech fiom a gentleman who

_fits behind me, in which he'told the Committee twice

er three times, that I was no gentleman,

Again; 1 fay, Mr. Chairman; I am very extraordi-
narily fituated  Evidence has been introduced into
this houfe, to induce meinbers to helieve that ! left Co-

olonel Waener's regiment with dithonor ; that [ am a
_pt‘l'ftm of difrcpfllc; that 1 have been 1n the llilhit,of
‘veceiving iofult with impunity. Heére I am 350 miles
fromhome, and from the evidénce who@re able to

fhew the contrary. Had I arealonable opportunity,
1 could prove, by the LicutenantColorel who i néw
General Satford, and feveral other officers of that regi-

| wasright in flating the circumftance.

Mr. Haper faid, if he wifed to fee the gentleman
“difgrace himfelf and the houfe, he fhould not objeé
to this'mode of proceeding ; but he did not.

Mr. Lyon, It wouldbe folly in meto ftate any
“thitig to this committee, that I canuot prove. Nor
{fhould 1 have mentioned that circumftance, had I not
t been charged with receiving “injurics with impunity ;
nor did I come here to do fo,—~I'would fooner leave
the-world. Mr. L. then procecded.

Were T to be allowed time to bring forward tefli-
mony from Vermort, T could prove that my charac-
ter,as a man of fpirit, lanason fach ground in my
country, that | had no need to defend it, by enter-
ing into a fquabble with fuch a chaif jultice in comt
time.

If the proof of thefc things be confidered of im-
portance, I hope I Thall be allowed time to fend to

this head as;-perhaps, to - dravw in queftion in the minds

Vermont to obtain it; for my own part I cannot {o
confider-iv. . )} muft think that the Houfe of Repre-
{entatives ought never to have taken up the matter, of
the difference between Mr, Grifwold aond. myfelf, cir-
cumftanced as it was ; and that if the Houle thovght
otherwife, the due fubmiffion to their authority whicli
[ have always ltood ready to pay, and the forrow which
T have expreffed; and am continpualiy exprefling, for
my mifapprehention, might ferve as fome mitigation
of an offence again(t the dignivy of this Houle which
1 never could have been guilty of. -~ .

After Me. Lyon fat down, Mr, Champlin rofe and
fpoke in favour of adoping the yefolution; My, R.
Williame however, gave his reafon why he fhould vote
againll the refolution ;. and Mr. Harper followed
with arguments for its adeption. .

. .. Friday, February 9.

Mr. Harper faid, he was under neceflity of perform-
ing a very difagrecable duty, it-was a duty, howev:r,
which he found him{¢lf bound to perform, fince noo-
ther member had thought proper to undertake it Ie
muft be recolle@ed, he faid by many members of that
houfe, that the n.ember from Vermont, swhofe yery
extraordinary conduct has been for fome time the fube

| je@ of dileuflion,. yellerday, at the couclulion ot hig

defence, made ufe of an cxpredlion lo outrageous, o
' grofs and indecent, that no geotleman yet had been
\able to repeat it 3* and if this expicflion courd have
’ been buried in filence, be, for one, fhould have begn 1a
fayour of its be'ng fo buried ; but unfortunately. this
could not bethe cafe, it had not only been heard by
many of the members, but by many flrangesi; and
he was authorifed to fay, it was ahout to appear i
pneiof the public guzettesof this ey, . Avar would
not, ' therefore, be k‘.Pt trem 1he pul.l;r viesw, it wag
neeeflary to fake fuck, netice of it z6 it deferved. Be-
fure he made it the fubje@ of a scfolutign, bie fhould
move Y that the chairman of the comfmittee of the
whole, who heaid it, be requelled to flare precifely, g
writing, the expreflion, and the time, place & manucr
in whichi it was uttered.”  Hedid not wifh to pug the
gentleman to the painful tafk of repeating it ; he
wifled only that he fhould flate it in writing, |
. Mr. Ou faid it would not be in his power to: {lale
the precife expreflion, as be did not hear the firll jort
of the fentence. It was truc be heard thie offenfive
term. o f ; :
Mr. Harperhoped Lic would llate the offenfive term,

and the time and manner of uling it.

- The queftion for requefting the chairman to put
the offenfive exprodlion to writing was carricd 43
to42. \ RV

Mr. Dent accordingly prefented the ¢fienfive word

to chair; which without being 1¢ad, was riléived (o
the committee of thfe whole,to whom was 1cferred
the report of the committee of privilepes. The quef-
tion for this reference was carried by the calting vote
of the Speaker, there fit,_-iug 43 votes forit, and 43 a.
gainft it . \ o e 5

. The heufe then again refolved itlelf into a eommit-

privileges. Mr. Dentin the chiair; when a long de-
bate enfued, which was opened by Mr. Shepard, in
fayour of the refolution. He was folloved Ly Mr,
Nichiolas agarnft it. — Weffrs. Oviey Renledge; s Sics
' greaves followed in favour of the refolution, "Fhe
+ latter gentleman moved, to add to the refolution, ag
an amendment, *“ aud for the grofs.indec¢eéncy of lan-
guage made Gle of in his defence before the commita
tee of the whole.,”” This amiendment was agrecd to, af.
ter fome debate, 48 to 43.

The amendment being incorporated with the refo.
lution, Mr. Gallatin fpoke againft agreeing to it as
amended. _

There feemed to be a great defite, very loudly exe
prefled, that' the queftiop (hould be taken before the
commirtee rofe ; but Mr. Sewalland Mr. Rutledge
both appeared to have a defire to fpeak on the fubje&,
and it being near four o’clock, the committee'rofe and
had leave to fit again- :

Jult before the committee ‘rofe, the Chairman id-
formed them that he had received a letter fiom M.
Chipman of the Senate, in coufcGuence of what hud
fallen from- Mr. Lyoun, in his defence of yefterday,
"The letter was requeited to be.read, & was as follows

Sir, _ T

I feelit my duty, in this poblic manner, to vindicate
myfelf againft an unwarranted attack on my charatter,
by Mr. Lyon, yefterday in the Houle of Reperfenta-
tives—I learn that he there afferted, that he had chaf.
tifed me publicly for an affront which 1 had given him

® The expreffion alluded to we did not diflinély bear, as
it was utteved in a lower tune of vosce than the reff of ki
Speeeh.  We beliewe it was  fomething like this : ** { did
not come beré 10" have my——lf{hd by every body.
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tee'of the whole, on the report of the commitiee of
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