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I do not undertake ro determiue, nor do T thik i
meceflary at this time, aud in this place, to exprels ail
opinivn upon the general gueilion ¢i the policy i
this government, in mauita rng a-political conneétio
with the other nations of the worid, or of the pro
priety of an exteifion or reduction of our prefent di-
ploma‘ic elteblilhiment, bocante I do not belicve 1 pol-
fefs all the 1uformation neceflary to a correct opinien
upen-the-fubject; and brcaute mchopinion coutd on
ly be conlidered as that of any other individual of the
community, and (howd have no effeét as comiug ficm
me in my repreientative charatter, - I believe the ¢ n-
ftitution has given o the exceutive the vipht to deade
upon this fabject i the preidunt can have the bell od-
vice of che nation, and wiil, no dount rake it ;
fhall at any time be of opinion with this advice, and

all f.hr.' information before nim, which his confatuti-
onal chdaracter turnunes bim with, that tie eterells or

the country will be promoted by a rodaction of the!

df;;lum.ltic aeftallifhment ; as he has 1he right, fo l
belicve he will be difpolid to exercife it. -8s the peo-
ple of the United Siates, ard myfolf ameng thenum-
ber have thonught he could be falely tralled with the
excreife of this right, [ am net dilpoled in this ex-
parte manner to queibion either hiz wifdom or integri-
ty, by withdrawing my fuppart from him.

Nor do_I conlider it nceflary on this occafion to
vindicatc -him againft a charge of a fuppaled refoluti-
on on his part to ele€t to ofiice only fuch men as fhall
in the gengral accord with Lim in opinicn, os to the
bell mode of admmittering the government 3 bec.ule
I do not coufider that fuch a refulutivg, if adopred,
requites defence, inafinuch as 1 heleve it would be
jultified by common prudeace, and common cxperi
ence.  Nor can I admit thar the fupp fid diTeuitics
which have been fugeclled by gentlemen i this de-
bate, viz. the member fiom Now Yok (Mr. Loving
fton) and the member from Virgima (Me Lre () are
obje€tions ve the adoption of fuch a refolution, i in-
deed; 1 believed thot the tine would fhortiv anive,
when the oxecutive thould be rediecd to ihar fituction

for want of w:lents or integprity, among thele wht
generallv approve of the meaflurcs of government, s
to compel i cithg 1o nake the (dedtion to eflico .
frgm a coutrary deleription of clani & orasto polivics
opinion, or a8 the meaber from Virginia (1\{.‘., Brent)
bas exproffcd himfelf to hoith into office demzgop uces,
who have no other recommendation thin their nad
pnels on all occufions, to ting Habiclujal’s to Execu
tve power aud wmhoences - Mbou aconfider 41ch an
event much to be deplored § then indeed flionld T be
willing to give fome force to thole ohj €t'ons,, but as
1 with not unnecefllrily o duliefs myilf, 1 fhall not
anticipate an evil which I belicve to bie as dittant and
as remote as 1t would be ferious and alaiming if at
hand.

Nor Mr. Chaiiman, do 1 think the penileman from
Virginia (Mr. Brent) Lias been very fortunate in his
choice of chara@ter which Lie has made to invalulat@

the truth of an obfervation which has been frequently

“made, viz. that the Execotive had in no inlance de
viated fiem fuch vule, in the appuiutment ‘to office

withaout . hasiog. melanchaly coufeto-lament1r—HF

this geotleman has thought it (o briny more immedi-
atcly iuto vicw this- charaéter, which e faye is weli
Lnown, to have been freqmmly aliuded to during the

“prefent debate, Lthercto might fafely concede all that |

~he has intended for Lim on this occafion witheut be-
ing confidered his penygvill I might admiv-with
nch T7utH, that we uwe our prrfv:nt fituation witly
tire [rench republic to that gentleman, aud v will
be any gratificationto the member from Virginia ( Mr,
Breut) or thofe who havepuifucd the fame political
Line of condu@, I am willing to allew them = parti-
cipation of thofe mealures which have produced this
{iruation.  1f this fituation is as the gentleman from
Virgivia has infinnated an envizble one, if'itis angon
which we have ahundant caufe to filicitare ourfolves,

theifir. Lagree they fhall have all the eredit which

. . - % .
their efforts fo weil entntlethem tog ity on the contrary) !

this {itnation isfuch as every iricad 1o the mteredt, the

lionour, and the prace of the nation has realon 1o fa- !
went 3 then will I not .difp.t:[.r wich them the o}alu:{u:,r._

and, cenfure which their condudt ‘may jufily merir,
"Fhis is a queftion which 1 endereeke notto decide,
in the language o the member from Vigffinia (Mr.
Drent) leave it 1o the vnderlianding and feelings of
the country to determine, :
Whilit eakine votice of the obfervations of the
gentieman from Viiginia (M, Brant) 1 cannot omit
oblerving npon the unfan fatement he Las made of
thic remarks of the member fiom: Corneltirnt . (Mr.
Giwold) vpon the fuliju&t of checking the govern-

-

if he!

o1 the

vente +f 1 underitugd Mhar sentleman, the dittine-
ron which he took between the fytteni of the mem-
wor from Vieginia ao! his own, was clear explicit and
intelligent 3 he admitted that checks weie to be found
oour poveinwent, but that they wers checks ope-
rating within cach depattmenc, he denied that the

went on to exenpli v and explain his dellinction trw

confuled ideas of thet gentleman vpon the fubject
He contended for inflance, that the legriflative depart-
mients had conllitutional checks withiin iddf 3 that the
houfe of reprefentatives was 2 cheek uper the fenate,
the fenate a check vpon the houle of reprefentatives,
and rhe Prefident, who in this refpect ic aconftitucut
pait «f the logiflature has a clieck upon both ;° that
in the executive departmett the fenate was a check
upon the Prefident, But he denied thag the leg.fla-
tive department was a (‘hrck-upu:l the executive, the

exccutive upon the legifiative, or either, upen tI€ ji=
divinpy, Hie idcas wm Hs tuppcr 1 will admit

weres very different fro:. thofe of g'cut!e:nr:n who ad-
vocated the very extraordinary doétrine of checks,
introduced into this debate by the mover of the pre-
fent amendment,  The checks contended for by thofe
gentlemen arc mtended to produce an cternal tate of
warfare and hottility between the {cveral departments
of the government, that ceutended for by the mem-
ber fra.n- Corneéticut (Mr., Gritwold) is defigned to
promote haimony & co opcration of t'e departments ;
aceording to thole geaticaca's fyllem, the moment
of barmony, concili t'om and vaion s the moment'of
danger and alurm  “That mdment the governinent is
in fuch a fitnation 23 that it can a&t with any valuable
effect, 15 *hi time to {ound the alarm, 1s the moment

for thiz minority to ezert themledves in Riziipg np in-
ternal war and diffeution o the departvents. 1F I be-
licve with the gentleman from Virginia (Me. Nichd-
lis) that fuch mult Le the operation of republican
governments, | thoall then agree with him mod rea

dily in another npinipa which he has expreffed, tha

reanblican governmentshad g frong tendeney to def
potifm and tyraeny, for [ will ventnie to affeit, that
ot of {uch covlulion, fuch diforder, fuch a warring
ind hn!hi;:)’ of dipartuseats, cither-anarchy arlel-
potifm mull neceffaily wed thortly avrive. Bot Gy |
is bat lietde probubility of the apprelention
menter fram Virtinia betvr realized in that
'h.-!".r.-.l".', naienand co op ol tton of the depariment,
ahich I conider fo defirabic 19 our govetnment, and_
s meceflary 1 its ufcful eperation, fo long as he fhall
be a member of eithier of the dgepartments.  Accord-
- to-his own prineiples it will be his ducy 1o keep a
wattLful eve upon thelt gpproach te this puint, and
to found the alarm 3 azd thoagh he fonid”be one of
LA virtuois minority-in this hovfe; 1 have no doubt
but he 1s fufficiently ‘known out of this houfe tp' at-
traét zttention, and that he will fpeak levd enoagh to
be heard at leaflt by the minority cut of thole walls.
If I could fee ftronz and alarming {ymptoms of a har-
mony of this houle witly the executive departnent, at
this time I might be able to account for the amend-
ment which iz row under canfiderations and the ityle
of the obfervations with which it was introdvced, |
might in that cafe, be able to undegjtand why the
{tiouTe of reprefentatives is thus to be d:awn up ia bat-
tle array azsinft the executive.
I will now notice a few of the reinarks of the gen-
| deman from Pennfylvanta;—who vras b up (Mr: Fin-

fvar there

mencement of hisfpeech, complain: mivch of the per-
| fonulities of fame members of this hovfs in the pre-
fent debore, and ot the hard nomes that have been
called @ and Bz begias and dnithes this fpeechina ltyle
of ubufe and crimination, but littls calenlated to cor-
recY the mifchisf he compiairs of. 1le faid in one
breath, that the favorers of the prefent amendment,
are ryprefented as withing to overuirn the guvcr::mcfu,
and in the next, he afferts it 1s well kaown that there
ard men in this boufe, who confider the esecative the
'government, and he attr butes the obfervations of
[ fopse. gentiemen to their p: ofeflional habits at county-
court bais 3 from the proficieacy which this and fome
cther geatlemen have difcovtied upon the prefent oc-
¢efion in this ftyle of declamation, T am induced to
belicve there-are other fehools befides county-eourts
\ where language of this kind is tanght.
}. But, fir, this gentleman has made another com-
plaint, which rather delcrves to be laughed at than
{ ferioufly attended to ; it 1s, that, we have taken up
[much time in difputing about a principle when we
lun;r?-r_o.-!y to have confidered the expediency of the
mcafures propoled, and he hasinfinuated thisas a ufu-
al trick with fome gentlemen in this houle, T conli-
der- this attemipt to trepan the houfe, and lead from
the real quellion, as a tiick indeed, bug a very thal-

departments were checks upon each ether ; and he,

niaser which could not be miteanderitood, but by the |

loy ) and then conelude—Timsgemleman; v thecom="

e _
low one. Does thie gentleman pretend that the prin-
cipls in this cafe mutt be fettled befuie we ean come to
the expediency of the meaflure, and that any difcuMon
of the expediency without a denial of. the principle
is an exprefs admiflion of the principle 2 That to ad-
mit the right of the houle of reprefentarives to legif-
late or deliberate upon the expedipncy of the prefent
mealure, s to coucede thie principle contended for, 1n
all 1ty latitude.  But when gentlemen ate prefled hard
{ upom the real queflion in difpute, they then endcavour
| 1o efcape by priting it out of fight,-or-by nurrowing
| their ground 3 and for this the gentleman from Vir-
| ginia -(Mr. Brent) who was Jat up, deferves credit.
| He has cndeavoured to reprelont the prefent amend-

ment as yct mare harmlefs —as only contending for a
right in the houfe of seprefentatives to fix the queiti.
on of {alary to officers created by law.or the conttitue
btion, 1do,not helieve the mover of the prefenr o
' mendment or thole who immediately Fultowed bim i
{ the fupport ot it, from the o=nund which they then
took, and the fall difclofure (iey made of “thofe ob-
'je&s and. iutentions for which I am willing to giva
them credit will thank thele gentlemen who would
now reduce the quettion to.a mere nothing. Has the
right which they claim ever been denied ? if-it has [
have not heard it—=<have thole wha fupport the pre.
fent ancadment, pretended that the allowances which
have herctofore been made to our forcign minilters
have been too high ? Do they with that a minilter
plenipotentiary or charge des 2flairs, fhould haye lefs 2
[ have not heard it contended, but the chject je pola
fefied to be, by reducing the appropriation, to.reduce
the arade of: office at two of the conrts, & to compel
the prehdent to recal the minilters at another, and not
to reduce the appropriztion, becaufe the prefent al-
lowances to the {econd grade of offiecrs is toe high,
and ought to be reduced, It has been explicitly a.
vowed, that ic i3 further intended by degrees tp de-
{troy entitely, our diplomatie eftablithment.  But fir,
thole pentlemen cannot be ferious in their decla: ations
npon this ru;'jc(‘}, rur thc"' have h-'.}l}l conttended (l]O[-.
withitanding this declaration of their view of the
fuhjec® ) with all their talente, for the l.'”:lh}illhmt"ﬂl of
thic very principle which the oppofers af the amend
srnt foy it involves—One other cbje& may be ob-
tsined by thus weakening thy importance of the pre-
fznt difpute, to wiz, impreffing the peaple with an

produced an uuneccflury wafte of time and money,
which would Le indeed inexculable if the contelt was
only zhout the fuving of a-few thoufand dollars,

But the member from Pennfylvania (Mr. Findley)
has made another attempr cqually hardy in costend-
ing for the right of the Ltlnure to glublifh and cre-
ate the afficers of ambafladors, for¢ign minillers, &c. and
the maaner of fuopporting his print convinces me of a
truth which he has complained of asapplicableto others
te wit==that ne was not addr !’ing him{e!l to the undera
fiariling of this hownfe, but that he intended lis obfer-
vations fhould bave an effc& where the deteion of
their fallicy might not be {o-ealy. He has read from
the conllitution the claim giving to the exccutive, the
vight of appeiating ambafladois, foreign miniflers,
ciflature _qolwithi_‘tanding‘_thia feneral graot 1o the
¢ecutive, has claimed and cxercifcd the right of cre-
ating the office of judge, {o tiev have cqually the
rinht in the cales of fureign minifters, &c.
artribute this mifreprefentation of the fimilarity of
I‘th_c' two laws. to the pentleman’s ig_1nurautc or want
' of information, for he muft heve feen in this fame
 conftitution an exprefs grant of this right to the le-
giflature in the authority given to them to eflablith a
judiciary {yflem, in which theight of creating the
office of judge is abfolnlclygﬂlmial ; but canthe gen-
, tleman find any fuch grant in the cafe of foreign mi~

niflers in any part of this inftrumerit, and would it
| not have been #9 eafy to have exprefled it in one cale

as in the other, if the framers of the conftitution in-
! tended the legiflature fhould poffefls the vight. T con-

tend the office of foreign minilter is cicated by the
| conftitation to be filled at _the difcretion of the exe-
_cutive as circumitances and the interelt of the coun.
| try may require. ' '
But as the gentlemen is confcious be cannot find

+any-fpeetfic prant-in- the conftitution of -the' right g

this houfe to legiflate upon the expediency of reduc-
ing our diplomatic eftablifbment, he has n'rfti!cd him-
| felf ot a very old plea'to fupport liis elaim, a plea
' that has been conflantly reforted to to upholdthe moft
extravagant demands. The gentleman zfks, has not
the leggflature the right of declaring war ?- And un-
der this right he claims the one now contelled and may
cliim any other Lelonging to thé government with
l'equal pretenfions.  As we have the vight of declaring
_Lwa'r, {ay thofe gentlemen, all others fullow as ingie

opinion that the opponents to the ameudment have

"indges, &c. and he has then argued, that as the le-

I cannot
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