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MESSAGE
From the Prefident of the United States to both
Houles of Congrefs—Juue 5, 1798,
Gontlemen of the Senate, and
_ Geutlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives,
NOW tran{mit to both Houfes, the Communi-
cations from our Envoys at Pariis, received fince
the laft, which have beén prefentgd by me to Congrefs.
. . : JOHN ADAMS.
UniTeD STATES,
jm:: 53.5, 1790,

_No

SATURDAY,; June 23, 1798,
deal altered by the coldnefs and #iftance which we had
obferved. That inflead of fcc 'ng him often, and en-
deavouring to remove the coblacles to a mutual ap-
proach, we had not once waired on him. General
Pinckney obferved, that when we dclivered him our
letters of credeuce, he informed us, that the Diree-
tory in a few days would dtci_ﬁc concerning us, and
that when the decifion was made he would communi-
cate it to us; Phat this had for fgme time fulpend..
ed any procedure on, our part. He anfwered that
this related only to our public charafter, and not to |
private vifiis. General DPinckney faid, that on ao
application made bZ Liis fecretary for a paffport for an

oA
Paris, March gth, 1798.
Drar Sir, '
GREEABLY to what we reprefented to you
in our NO, 6 we prepared a letter to the Mini-
fter of TForeizn Affairs, on the fubje& of the late law
authorizing the captuie of neutral velltls, oa board of
which any nroductions of Great Britain or its poffef- |
fions (hould be laden, fliewing how incompatible fuch
law was with the rights’af ncutral nations and the
treaty between Trance @md America, its diredt ten-
dency todeltroy the remaining commerce of our coun-
try, and the particular hardfhips to which it would
fubj=c the agricuitural as well as commercial incerefts
of our cauntrymen, from the peculiar fituation of the
United States.  We added, that undér exiiling cir-
cumflances, we could no Toager vefilt the convittion
that the demands of France réndered it entively im-
pradticable to- efle@ the obje&s ot our niflion, and
that not being permanent Minilters, but Luvoys ex-
traordinary, with full power for particular purpofes,
we deemed it improper to 1emain longer in France
fhier the impiflibility of eff &ing thole purpofes had
been demoniliated,  Before however we took this
meafure and explicitly demanded our paffports, we
deemed it expedient to defire Major Rutledge to call
on Mr., Talleyrand, on the 1gth ultimo. to kunow if
lie had any communication to make to us in confe-
quence of our Jetter, dated the 1741 and delivered the
g1lt of January. To this Mr. Talleyrand replied,
that he had no anfwer to make, as the Diretory had
not taken any order on the {ubjc&, and when they
did, he yould inform us of ir.
tiear explicitly from Mr. Falleyrand -himfelf-before
we fent our final letter, whether there were no means,
within our powers, of accommodating our differences
with~ France, on -jult, and reaflonable grounds, we
wrote to him on the 27th of Febrvary, foliciting a
peifonal jnterview on the fubje& of cur miffivn ; he
appointed the 2d-of March following., -You will find
in the exhibit A, herewithi enclofed, whart paffed on
that occafion. O the 4th inftant we requeited anc=
ther interview.  We have detatied in the latter part
of the fame exhibit, for your information, the fub.
flance of that converfations  From thefle accounts you
may obferve that thie views of France with regard to
s, are not effentially changed, fince our communica-
tions with its unofficial Agents in October lait,
We have the honor to be,
- With great relpect,
Your moft obedient humble fervants,
Cuarces CotesworTH PinciNET,
J. Marsuave,
s T 1L
Col. Pickeriag, ..
Secretary of the United States.
- TN} A = R TR ,
- Marcli the 2d.

At three o’clock we waited on Mr, Tallcyrand,
and were almoft immediately introduced to him. Ge-
neral Pinckney commenged the converfation by faye
ing, that onr goveinment and ourfelves were extreme-
ly anxious to remove the fubfilting difference between
the two Republics : that we had reccived many pro-
pofitions through Mr. Y. to which we had fouad it
imprafticable to accede ; and, that we had now wait.
ed on him for the purpafe of enguiring whether other
means might not be devifed which woula ffeét fo de-
firable an obje&. The minilter replied, that without
doubt the Dire@ory wifhed very fireerely on-our-ar-
rical to fee a felid friendfhip eflatlithed. between
Trance and the United States, and had manifefled
this difpofition by.the readinefls with which orders for
That the Dire®orvy had
been cxtremely wounded by the lat fpeech of Gere-
12l Wathington;, made to Congrels when about to quit
ibe office of Prefident of United States ; and by.the |
§rit and lakt fpeech of Mr. Adams. That explana-
tious of thefe {pecches were expetted and rcqu_i.“:‘d of
us.  General Pinckney expreifed hisfurprife that the
“peech of General- Walbingion- was complained of,

~ gad [aid this was a new: complaint. Mr, Talleyrand

merely obferved, that the Dircﬂory was wounted at
it and prnc'ci:dud. "He faid, that the original fa
vourable difpofition of the DireGory had beena good

1y

' He made no reply ; and General Pinckney obferved,

Tallcyrand replied, that perfons at fuch a diftance as

Still being anxious to |

{ reprefented the feclings and wifhes of their govern-

#tranrdinat'y cireumltances attending our miffion, and

American under his care, he was told, that he muft
apply to the” office of police, for that America had
no minifter in France, fince the recall of Mr. Monroe.
The minifter faid, that was very true ; and then pro-
cecded to fay, that the Dire&ory felt itfelf wounded

by the diffcrent [peeches of Mr. Wafhington and Mr.
Adams, which be had ftated, and would require |
fome proof on the part of the United States of a
friendly difpofition previous to a treaty withus, He
then fzid that we onght to fearch for and propofe
fome mezns which might furnifh this proof ; that if
we were difpofed to furnifl it there could be no dif-
ficulty in fiading it; and-he alluded very inteMigibly
toa loan, He faid, he had [everal conferences with
Mr. Gerry on this fubje&, who had always anfwered
that we had no power, Mr. Gery faid, that he had
ftsted other objections ; that he had particularly urged
that it wou'd 1nvolve us in a war with Great Britain.

that aloan had been fuggefted tb us, but that we had
uniformly anfwered that it exceeded our powers.  Mr.

we ‘were from our government, and poffelled as we
were of the public confidence, muft often_ule their
difcretion, and exceed their powers for the public
good, ‘That there was a material difference between
afting when infbiuétions. were filent, and doing
what was particularly foibiddenj that if indeed
a loan was politively forbiddes, we might couf.
der ourfelves as incapable of making one; but
if, as he fuppoled, was the cale (he looked the
quettion) our inftru@tions were only fileat, that it
mult be feferred tortis to act ina cafe not-provided
for accofding to the beft of ~onr jidgment; for- the
public good : that in almoft ali the treatiesmade dur-
ing the revolution, the negociators biad exceeded thelr
powers ; although the government appointing -them
was at no conliderable diftance, He particularized
the treaty with Pruffia, and fevaial others.  General
Pinckney told him that our powers did not extcnd to
a loan, and perhaps might forbid it." The Minifter
iill urged the  difference between ai exprefs prohibi-
tion and mere filence. He then proceeded to flate
that the principal objeétion on the part of our go-
vernment to aloan mull be, that it would draw us out
of the neutrsl fituation in which we wifhed to conti-
pue ; that there were various means of evading this ;
firlt, the lecvecy of France, which might be relied on ;
and_ fccondly, means of difguifing the lodn might be
devifed, which would effe€tually prevent its being
conlidered as an aid during the prefent war : that if
we were truly and fincerely defirous of efléting the
thing, we hould expericnce. no difficulty in finding
the means. - He again ftated a propofition of this lort,
ot our part, as being abfolutely neceffary to “prove
that “tlié povernment-was-fot—about_entenng _into 3
treaty with peirfons of a temper hoflile to it. Mr.
Gerry not well hearing Mr. Talleyrand, who fpoke

low, afled him to explain him{clf with refpet to the |
propofition which he had alluded to, fuppofing it to
bea new onc: and he anfwered, that one of them
wae fecrecy 2 but that there were befides various ways
which might cafily be fuggefted to cover the loan us
an immediate one, by limiting the time of 2dvanc-
ing it to-diftant inftalments. Mr. Gerry obferved
that Dutrimond had fuggefted that a loan was|
propofed to be made, payable after the war and in
fupplies to St. Domingo. Mr. Talleyrand fignifi<d,
thae that might be one of the-means ufed ; and faid
that if wé were only fincere in our wifh, it would be
cafy to bring about the end, General Marfhall told
Mr. Talleyrand, thac if the Minifters of the United
States had manifefted avy unwillingnels to take all
proper meafures to reconcile the two Republics, or
apy indifference on the fubje@, they had very badly

ment 3 that the government of the United Statcs_ was
molt fincerely delirous of preferving the friendfhip qf
France, and had, in his opinion, unequivocally mani-
felled thiat defire, by having depoted us under the ex-

by having fulong patiently borne the immenfe lofs of

| »

deavoured, according to the befl of our jud ment, 7]
g julg )

reprelent truly this difpofition of our guvernment; bt
that we underitoud that France would confidor nmie
ing as an evidence of fiiendfhip, but an aét whicll
would tranfcend and violate our powers, and at the
fametime operate the molt fevious injury to our coun~
try; that neutrality, in the prefent war, was of the
laft importance to the United States; and they had
refolved faithfully to maintaia it ; that they had com-
mitted no a& voluntarily, which was a breach of it}
and coold do nothing in fecrer, which, if knowng
would jultly arrange them among the belligerent pows
ers; that in the prefent ftate of things, if America
warattually legued with-France in-the war; fhe-would
only be required to furnifh money ; thit we had nele
ther hips of war or men to be emplayed in it, and
conld confequently, as a belligerent power, only be

aflted for money ; that, therefore, to furnith money; -

was, in fa@,” to make war; -which we coud by nd
means confent to do ; snd which would abfolutely
tranfeend our powers ; being an a&t altogether withs
out the view and contemplation of our governmenty
when our miffion was decided on : that with refpeét
to fupplies to >t. Domingn, nodouht could be enters
tained that our merchants weonld furnifh them very
abundantly if Fiance would -permit the conuprce s
and a l.an really payable after the clofe of the war,
might then be negociated Mr Talleyrind again
marked the dillinétion hetween filence of intruétiong
and an exprefs prohibition ; and again infilted on the
neceflity of our proving by fome means, which we
muft uffer, our fricnd(hip for the Republic. He faid,
he muft exact from us, cn the part of hie government,
fome propofition of this fort; thit ta prove our
fricndfhip, there muft be fome immediate ad, or
fomething which might avail themy that the privei--
ples of reciprocity would require it.  General Pirck-
ney and General Maifhall underftood him, by this
expredlion, to allude to the loan formet'y made by
France to the United States. Mr., Gerry at the'time
thought he alluded ta the treaty to be made. and
faid, all tieaties hould be founded in’ teciprocity s
and then afked him whethier a loan was the ulumatum
of this government. My, Talicyrand did not givea
dire€t anfwer to the queftion : he faid, as he was
enderitood; that the government infifted-on fome a&
which would demonfirate our friendly difpofition to-
wards, and our good wilhes for the Republicy shis
once done, he faid, . the adjuftment of complaints
wauld be ealy ; thet would be matter of cnquiry, and

if Frante had done us wrong, it would be repaireds

But that if this was refufed, it would ircreafe the
dilkanice and coldnefs between the two Republics. The
converfation continued in-this {tyle until four o'clock,
when we took our leave, and agreed to meet in the
evening, _

In-the courfe of it, and in reply to fome obferva-
tions of Mr, Talleyrand, refpecting the peoofs of
friendfhip required by France, General Pinckney ob-
ferved, that our being here was a mark of the friendly
difpofition of our Government, and that while we

‘were here, the Goverument had pafled a decree for

fcizing neutral veffels having on board any article come
ing out of England ; which in its opération ‘would
fuhjeét to capture all om property on the Ocean. Mr.
Talleyrand replied, that this was not particular to usg,
but was common to all the neutral powers:—Atano-—
ther time, in anfwer to his demaud, of fome mark of
our friendfhip, General Marthall obferved, that we
confidered the mutual interells of the two nations as
requiring peace and friendfl ip 5 and we relied on find-
ing {ufficient motivesin the interelt of France to pre-
ferve that fiiendfhip, without forcing us to an adt
which tianfcended our powers and would be fo inju.

rious to our Country, As we were taking cur leave,

Mr. Talleyrand again . noticed our not vifiting him
and faid, that hé conceived our not having had an aa-
dience from the Direétory ought not to have prevent-
ed it. General Marfhall told him, that our fecing
the Dire&tory, or not,.was #n ohjc& of no lort of
concern to us; that we were perfeétly indifférent with
regard to it; but that we conceived that until our
public charader was in {fome degree recognized, and
#e were treated as the miniiters and reprefentatives o
our government, we could not take upon, ourfelves to
act as Minifters, becaufe by doing fo, we might fub-
je@-ourfelves to fome injurious circumitance to which
we could -not fubmit. He faid that was very true ;
but that we might fee him as private individuals ; and
difcufs the objeéts of difference betweenus

We requefted of Mr. Talleyrand another interview,
at {och hour as might be convenicut to him, on the
‘bxth inflant. He anfwered, that he would receive
t;ls at half pak cleven; at whichk hour we atténded

im.
Immediately after our, arival at his office, we wore

propesty. which had been fuftained ; that we had en- |
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