{o doir delivers me a command to feize all
B uﬁ:e!;;—-uuolurb&q?uﬁ mfenu;:w
5 .- m ..“;M . ‘u“i l“mr er
. ﬁdn.,__p&jldn'_iq.n’fel: a prifoner. ?ﬂhough be did
not acknowledge M’”}Ir ) how can driw zﬁ{mﬂ
. am_gachanged ) Finding wy(elf futhis Beli-
m Iqweiwd'myfe,i bound i
ftate my objections to Mr. Desfourneaux for refuling |
. the command of the Retaliation, which I did by let-
 Xer, acopy of which is here inclofed ; ‘after thie deli-
very.of it, I had an interview with him ; be treated
me very eavalierly—conceived [ had no right to make
X 1 m
-compliance : 1 told him he bad me in his power',,
_and could treat me as he pleafed, but no fears of pu- |
nifhmept wotld make me 3@ contrary to the ebarac-
BT A A S
1 found he was determined to retdrn her, told him
!k':&r'h?:m to leave his port with
thefe orders; ¢ ould certai them; and
lal&illhiuﬁ’eh;l__ uld, ﬂyld’q g
is anfwer was, if [ did he would put every Ane-
- rican’ t6 the fword j—finally he told me; ‘as he was
i malter herey, he would compel me by force taleave
this place as commander of that veffel.  To fuperior
power | am obliged to yicld ; confidering myfelfa
prifoner, Ihall hafte to my cotintry to get an exchange,
'h‘:'eﬁ I fhall be ready for a fecond cruize, which 'l
hope

into his intentigns for returving the {chgoner. It is |
with them ilone to receive her. Driven by force, I
fhall make a fpeedy return to my couatry, and truft
:hg the government will conceive the regard dnd ref-
peét I bear my country was the fole motive for aiy pre-

fent conduct. : i

. 5 . BAINBRIDGE,
Bsxjamin Stoppser, E ST
Secretary of the Navy. ,

e Lo February 10tby 1799,

Inclofed, you will receive duplicates of letters wrote
; you from Guadaloupe which will explain you the re-
L turn of the Rgtalistion, the manoer of my conduét
ool whilft in Guadalovpe relative to my taking the eom- |
-’“..- e g bllldofhﬂ- . )
: ' I failed from Guadaloupe on the 18th, put in the
ifland of St, Thomas’ the 21k, left there the 23d, in
company with the brigs Romain and James, carcels,

with American citizens on board, that were made pri-

foners in Guadaloope. 1 .
_ In the Retaliation came thirty-feven of her crew,.
o "~ officers included, tht remainder was put on board
L thecartels ; alfo came one American mafter and two
: fapercargoes, who were priloners there. '
s : Mr. Regis Leblanc, the bearer of the letter from
A3 Mcr. Desfouracaux to our Prelident, came in the fchoo-
L ¥ Ber,

. ' The matner in which Mr. Desfourneaux writes and
T, his treatment towards the American citizens, were
very different. - Notwith@tandiug, after the departure
-of Viftor Hugues, he treated myfelf and officers with

: He writes be fends home the citizens that were
v made prifoners previous to his airival y &r the fame
! - time confidered thew fo himllf, If we are to judge
* by his condu@, he detaioed them in prifea 10 the laft

moments they remained in the ifland, then marched

i o &

entered every perfons name down on the roll of ex-

7th January, which faved him proviijons he much
fiands in need of, asthere is a great fearcity in the
ifland. . As friendly as he writes, the Lnfurgente fri-
gate, which came with him from France; by his or-
ders went out a cruizing, ook an American from
Bedford, boind to Surinam. He fays fhe fhall not
be condemned, althongh her toll of equipage ia not-
~in form ; bat will 05:';51: her to fell her cargo. Mr.
Leblane, the bearer of the letter to the Prefident, has
brought a great. number of thele letters printed in
?ﬁ’mhkndgnaiﬂl to be diftributed amonglt the ci-
tizens § he Jeaves them on board the fchooner, and he

" fays He will not diftribute them until he obtaivs per-
.miffion.  You will obferve by the duplicates ofP;iy
. ~ letters how different the treatment to the Retaliazion
el ; o ‘was, to what he ;qltu to o_u-i-. Preﬁdcnt_;-in_{lud of:
i oy O 3 ing her. to follaw the divifion, madeus firike our

i v ' :ﬂtﬁﬁ.‘ unigbed my'IcIl'anj officers out il;llf‘ her, took
_ poffeflion of her in the regular form of making prizes,

"révenfgd'i]i&-lh_er'tc_aa flag, union dowms .

Aftergiving you every infarmation, which [ con.
“geive my duty as an officer of the United States, per-

. @it meto conclude with allaring you and my govern-
Lo R ent, that Mr. Regis Leblanc, was of effential {ervice
S el l - ‘to the prefent liberation of the Americans in Guada.
' Joupe, and rendéred them every fervice in his power,
at much fo, as if he had been an American himfelf,

- r o

" . ‘._l.',." 8. Fhave joit this moment nnql!md off this

honor-te |

will prove more fortunate than my firt. He |
fends two vellels with me as cartels with the Ameri. |
can citizens, who have met with very hard grifouer {

‘shem down and embarked them under a guard, ‘and |
changes ‘Prue he liberated malters of veflels on the |
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R\ 1] e 'F-ai.Wlt.- BAINBRIDGE:
-Benjamin Stoddert, Efgire, o o S
: & o0 .I- ﬁ d—.m; Nw.-.‘ -
i fhall conie to tawn as foon as poffible.
(""" From the Guaette o the United Stater:
_ The follewing memorandum politely handed me by
Capt. Bainbridge, of the Retuliation, will fhew chei
degree of credit which ought'to be dttached to t!"e:
letter of Desfourncaux.  * T M AT
% On the sth of Junuaty, 1 waited of Gen, Del-
fourtieaux : during the converfation I then had with
him, he informed me that affairs had been amicably
fettled between America and Franve, On enquiring
on the grounds of this informatiou, he faid Dr. Lo-

difpate between the two couhifics:. 1 obferved to
Desfourneaux that I did fot believé Dr. Logan was
authoriled by our governmeut to aét in any ofiicial ea-
pacity in France.. He faid no, he was not from the

toment, but was & deputy from the peoples—a °

uficient evidence of his belicf that vur government
and people are fivided. L

. % He mentions in his letter to the Picfident, that
he has fent home the Americavs madc prifoners pre-
viotis té his arvival, * T declare thit great numbers of
theém tontinued to be made prifotivrs after thig arrival;
and that every veffel that was brobght Talo the ifland
of Guadalobpe previows to my departure on the 18th
of Jiuiary, was copdemned, vellel and cargo, except
of which was not decided, 4 £y

i « WILLIAM BAINBRIDGE-”

Philadelphia, Feb. 18, 1799s

= NEW-YORK, Feb.20:

=7 It is fuppofed that apwaids of 300 meichant vellels
belunging to diffcrent ports in the United States, now
traverle the ocean, carrying from Yo to 20 guns, and
manned accordingly,  Armé are fouitd o be the only
“role d'equipage that can prote@ our commerce fiom the
. ¥oracious fangs of French pirates. This iufures to
them general [afety 3 and (hie merchant whe bas com::
mitted his propert¥ to the mercy of the waves in pur-

1 fuit of a lawful: traﬁl(_.‘f finds Tome ‘confolatian _in the

refledtion that his veilel is prepared to repelinjuries
from more mergilels pirates, Tht very appeardnce of
a fhip well provided with weapons of defence, has in
numerous inltances preferved her not only again@l rob-
bery, but has even forced relpe& upon thofe abandofi-
. ed ruffians whofe oply purfuit is to feige upon the cara-
inga of honclt men, Where the means®of refitance
ase feen, thofe infamous pefts are very cautious of at-
tack ; for it'mult he oblerved that people bf this pro-
feffion do-not-eagege-iu-it for-the fake of fighting,
but for the fake of robbing where no fighting is necel-
fary. j 2} ' Vi
: lyivﬂy man is now :horoughly.é_dmfncc-dnf the pro-
‘pricty of permitting our veflcls to arm i their own
defence. - Of the utility of this meafure there cannot
be a greater proof than the reJution in the premium
of infurance j the Immenfe fhipments that are daily
made from almoft every port in the country § the in-
creafed price for many of our llaple commodities, and
the onufual demand for good fips, The happy con-
fequences of this extenfion of trade, we truft will be
felt through every grade of fociety 5 but to none will
the benefit be greater than to the honelt and induftri-
ous hulbandman, Thie government, too, will come in
“for a very pretty. item.a=Under foch flattering aufpi--
ces, which honeft nep mufl fee and confefs, we think
| it highly probable that Virginia and Kentucky will be
fadly difappdivited in their infefual plan of exciting in
furrettions and tumult.

' MASSACHUSETTS LECISLATURE.
February 9. ;

Yefterday, in the Hon. Sgpate, the Committe to
‘whon was referred the report of the joint Committee,
in anfwet to the ——famous refolotions of Virginia
and Kentucky, made their reporty which contained
additional reafons in fupport of the opinion bf the
Legiflature of Maffachufctts, as to the conftitutiona-
lity of the Aliea and Sedition Laws of the United
Stares.  Thefe reafons were adopred by way of a«
menduient to the origival report, and upon the quelli-
on, thall the original réport pafs as now amended, the
yeas and nays were ab follow 1==Yeas 27, Nays 2,

VIRGINIA RESOLUTIONS.

¢ If the Legiflatre of Virginia, by their threat
to-arm the militia of that [ate, intend to imimidate
the Federal States into an acquiefeence in’ their oppo-
fition to the government of ‘the Union, they fhould
temgmber, that ad allufion to forze in difouffing quelti-
‘ons of guvernment, is an impropér precédent, that if
_the idea is indulged, ber filter States will be found as
able in the field as in the cabinet, and that a diffo-
lution of -the Union, would bring no bleffings to Vir-
giniai : - [Spe&ator. ]

Febroary 26.

By the T'rio, from Liverpool, we bave oyr regular
filgs of London papers up ta the 18th December, be-
fides a file of Scotch papers to the igth, with.which
we were obligingly favored. Thefe papers will cnable

| Buoneparte and. his troops, litele
‘| fecount, however, comes ‘:;'J o

d had - teeminated he—

one from News Bedfird, Bound to Surrinam, the tnal b
gl N ¥ s

—

.
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us to lay before m:«d#.’ a copat

ropean inteiligence.—In'the preceding
;&y'ﬂnﬁt. -will be found: feveral articles
able importance.  With refpe@to the deftrution of

s of this

& channel which we
think gives it fome claim to authenticity, It appears
likewife that his troops were much diffatishied, and
that a mutinous fpirit had difcovered itfell, owing
chieBly to feanty lupplies of provifions and water,—
Upon the whole, appearances are mich againkt the
army of the Eaft ; and confidering the difficulties they
had to encounter; it is perhaps no ways probable that
‘their ' yndertaking will ssminate_wery, hogorably te
themfelves. ) B i by ez s 1 ’
We find bot little faid on the feoss of & continenthl
peace.  The following articles from a Paris Journal
of Dec. 4, are the molt explicit on this fubjedt,

- ah- approsching 7 and ot -
conciliation between our republic and Aul_ﬁl. increale
daily, Pruflia, we areaflured, plays the part of Me.
distod,  Citigen Bﬁqc_sn Berlin, it isfaid, isem-

eoter into pegociations with England. Time will
fhew whetherthe datter part of this intelligence be
true.” : \

. % The Archduke Charles returned the Zsth Bru.
maire, from Friedberg to Munich, 1t is faid, that
fome expreffions whic% have (fcaped him give hopes
of peace. It is thot:alo that lince his arrival, the
movements of the Anflrian army have been citirely
fufpended.” [ Spedator. ]

NORFOLK,FEbl'uaIy 26,
EI Y e o i} PR B 5 i \

It is troly diftrefling to be obliged to relate the
dreadful Conflagration which took: plice in this Bo-

‘Woodldg's lane, from the roof of which, flemes were
dilcovlied to iffue between the hours of one 3nd two
o’clock, and in {o violent @ manner as to threaten ime
mediate dellruétion to the adjoining buildings, whick
was effe@uilly realized in a fhort time, as there was
not @& houle left ftanding before feven o’clock from
Buike’s whaif to the Main.Btreet, incloding all thofe
to Commerce-flrect, amounting, as well as we can
ledrn, to abour 62 dwelling houles,
 We cannot help aleribiag the fafety of the remain-
ing part of the town to Providence, ag the morning
was perfeétly ferene until the lames were effe@ually
got under; immediately after, a Riff breeze (prong
up from the weltward, which, from its ditc&ion, muit
have baffied the exzrtions of the inhabitants and many
others, until the whule of the town would have been
laid in afhes. . A

It would be the height of ingratitude to_omit noe

[ ticing the timely and a&tive exertions of many of the

inhabitants of the tewn of Portfmouth ; alfo, the cap-
taing and crews of the fhipping in the river, who, on
‘this awful occalion; thewed unprecedented a&ivity and
vigilance, Among the larter we could defery Cape
taing Silver, Godfhell, Ifiacl, Needham, Scammon,
Befom, Edwards, Thomas, Young and Corran and
his mate 3 alfo, captain Carmack, of the marines. A
Dauifh failor, who exerted himlc<If on this melancho.
ly occafion, vas killed—and the ficeleton of a woman
“was found amonyg the ruine—We fear many other lives
were loft, '

Laft night we were agzin alarmed by the cry of
Fire l—it ‘was in the chimney of a houfe in Church
fireet, and was fortunatcly extinguifhed without much

[ trouble:

e e

FAYELTTEVILLE;
SATURDAY MORNING, Masxen 16, "gq.

We underfland (fays the Peterlburg paper) that
the Houle of Reprefentatives of the United Statesy
adjourned the 4th inftant.

COMMUNICATION,

Beware of Counterfeits !
A number of Notes are in circulation thronghoot
this flate, in imitation of the Bank Notes iffucd by
the United States Bank, from their office of Difcount

Land - Depofit at Charleflon, South Carelina 3 whicls

are forged and counterfeit :-=Twenty-three have been
deteéted in this town, fuppofed to be brought into this
ftate from Georgia or South-Carolina—they are cafie
ly diftingviflied from gocd ones by any perfon accufl-
tomed to'them, as well as by the difference of the pa-
pery, it being thicker and of a bruwn dingy hoe; the
copper-plate imprcflion on the face is much coarfer
and darker ; alfo thofe which have appeared are made
payable to Daniel DéSavflure, and appavensly by him
enddHfed't the cointcrieiters have not dttended veiy
nicely to the fmall marks which are naticeable in the
“original fignature of D. Debaufare on the back of the
genuine notes endorfed by him and duly ifued from
that office. - o
It is hoped that this natice will have a téndency to
put the public on their guard againit them, and effecs
tually prevent the nefwrioos villaiue, who have ac-
tempted to circulate chole fulfc notes, from fuch impo-
fitions in future, and b: a meaps of bringing all of

them to jullice.

Bed ¢} r._ﬁ'q‘!l- '
confider-"
‘be fuid, ; The -

“ Letters from Strafburgh flate, that the hopes of

pawered ‘to- megociate & general Peace, and even to

rough on. & -morming-hift—Ivvreke 66T, aswe
are told, in_the houfe. of Ms. Abbot, fhoemaker; -
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