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From the MASsACHUSETTS CENTINEL,
{The waricty of important information— the juf
and pertinent obler vations— and the elegance of
the report of the celebrated [peech of Mr.
Sheridan, contained in the following letter—
muft make it a very acceptable treat to our
readers. It awas received per the Neptune,
Captain Scott.]
: “ London, Auguft 1, 17:8,
¢ J AM exaltly the fame (ot of being as
when we laft conveiled together—Eu
rope having had no effe& in working the final-

. lelt alteration, either—n-my mental or animal

nature-—excepting only that ic has caufcd me.
to be rather more grave and contemplative, for
want of that [enfible and facetious focicty, to
which I have been habituated in America, 1
know not how it is, but really the more inti=
mate I become with European modes of aftion
and thinking, the more do American minds
and manners rife in my ettimation. - In a very
few years we fhall equal, if not rival Europe
in all thofe arts and fciences in which alone
fhe tranfcends cur young country. And when-
ever this eva arrives, the faperiority of the free
" citizens of aur union, in all refpetts whatfoe-
ver, over every other portion of the human
race will be manifelt to the wholéworld. The
eftablilhment of the general goverAiment, the
propofed plan “of which I rejdice that nine
ftates have already ratified —will accelerate the
peried of our welfare and renown. Europe at
prefent feems too bufy in her own commotions
to regard with very acute attention the meafures
of the United Statesof America, Pray hea-
ven her domeftic occupation may continue and
augment—even until our national politics are
ripened into {yftem and operation ! Then if we
mind our own bufinefs, and purfue ourown in-
terelts refolutely and like men of fenfe, we may
equally refift-her allurements and her menaces.
[BELLIGERENT POWERS.]

““ In the North—the Ruffians, Turks and
Germans are at war—and feem likely to re-
main in this ftate of hoftility for fome time,
The Kingdom of Sweden is jult armed by fea
and lapd—it is imagined to take an advantage
of its-old enemy Ruffia, and fmiting her while
fhe is engaged with the Turks, obtain a little
more territorial elbow-room for the Swedifh
fubjefts. The Germans and Ruflians have
not yet gained much of the Turks on land—
but in a naval confli® which happened on the
10th of June—the Ruflian fleet overcome that
_of the Turks—and funk oreaptured-eight-fliips~

of the line—among them . the Admiral and |

Vice Admiral=and toock between four and five
thoufand prifoners: So writes Prince Potem--
kin to the Emperor of Germany., . .
. .[COMMOTIONS IN FRANCE,]
¢ Mean while the difturbances which have
prevailed in France for a year paft, continueto
agitatethefubjects of Lewis the XVIth.:—They
clamour for liberty and a free conftitution—
and all the Parliaments, moft of the nobility
and clergy, with the bulk of the people, fay
thefe objects are unattainable but by a conven-
tion-of the States General. The Monarch
and his Minifter, on the other hand, are réfo
lute at the head of afew hundred thoufind
troops,-to eftablith the ancient maxim of go- .
vernment - the fovereron’s awill is law. In
' gpffuanf:e of which many hundreds of theno-
ility have been exiled—and fome committed
to the Baftile. _ A few days ago our friend the

Marquis de la Fapette, and slever, asbleman of |

. Drittany, were committed to the Baftile, not
*for prefenting, but only confulting together,
for the purpofe of figning a remonitrance to

_their Mafter, againft the harth, impolitic

meaiures of the French miniftry: How the

e e

[ jefture, as the army are formidable enough to

controul and over-awe the nation—notwith-
ftanding their fervour and unanimity in the

public caufe. Both parties feem determined at '

prefent—the one to inforce the King's ediéts at
the point of the (word—the other by a perfever-
ing, butpacific refiftance and retufal to fulfil

the mandates, paffively but effeétually to de-

feat, all innovations that proceed from the
Court. [n this interior .derangement; of
French affairs the Britifh nation is ftrengthen-
ing herfelf with alliances, which fhe has re-
cently formed both with Pruflia and Holland,
In the Court of the latter fhe dictates every
mealure—~even of the internal government—
by means of the Stadtheider, whom fhe has
newly created by her influence in the feparate

provinces, an effentizl partof the conftitution

of the States General. — An inftrament pro-
claiming the Houfe of Orange an integral part

of this conftitution, haslately been ratified by

each province. So that in fact the diftradtions
in Krance have enabled the executive of Bri-
tain to detach from her enemy two allies, and
attach them to herfelf—=who but for this tem-
porary debility of the French government,
would not have hazarded fuch a meafure on a-
ny confideration, Britain now feems to. think
herfelf a very great creature. She certainly
has rather more afcendency 'in the European
worid than fhe poflefled at the peace of Paris.
And M. P:t, her prime minifter, feems re-
folute to exalt her Rill more by a formidable
preparation for war, to fecure the emoluments
of peace. WhileFrance fhall continue occu.
pied in domefltic commotions, his fyftem ma
remain uninterrupted. But the next hour af’-’
ter the fermentation fubfides, a avar betiveen
the countries muft enfue., 1In that war I with
we may not be inveived. I hope the United
States will keep aloof from all thie quarrels of
Europe, -
(SHERIDAN's SPEECH, |

“ Since the departure of ———w—— from
hence, nothing has fo much contributed to re-
concile me to a refidence in London, as the en-

tertainment 1 derived from_the fpeech of My, -

Sheridan, in Weltminfter- Hall, on a particu-
lar charge againft the great Eaft-India delin-
quent, Mr. Haltings. This oration lafted
during four days, and did really tranfcend
every other effortof eloquence thatI have hi-
therto witneffed. Nor am™ I fingular in this

opinion==for I well remember, that on the fe-
~cond-day of “the Tpeech, after the High Court

had-adjourned to the Houfe of Lords, and the
Commons to, their own chamber, Mr, Burke
exprefled hinfelf concerning Mr, Sheridan, to
the following effett.

[ For Mr. Buike’s elogiurn on Mr. Sheridan’s,
Jpeech —fee the State Gazxette No. 145.]

¢ Atter fuch anelogium I wifh I could fend |

you anight like a report of the {peech itfelt.—
But aufortunately every attempt to report it
has hitherto proved miferably abortive. ' All
the news. papers and pamphlets. in which an

effort has. been made to furnifh this f{peech,
mifreprelent, mutilate, and mangle the com-
pofition moft wretchedly., Fortunately I have
preferved a fragment or two, which I commit-
ted to papér when I entered my apartment each
day as foon as the oration had concluded—fcme

fentences of which T think you may depend.

5 ;

upon_as genuine. The  following  delcrip-
tive and declamatory patfages forcibly impref-
fed-every anditor.— ———— e e
“ OF Col. Hanway, as heis now nomore,
T with, my Lords, to fay nuthing harth or fe-

-vere;but notwithftanding my reverénce of the

maxim, *that nothing dilre(peétful fheuld be

nttered of the dead,” 1 amcompelled, becaufe

, Conteft will terminate it is not poffible to €on. _ithegomes.my. duty to-affert,-that-the cruclties- “phrenzy, proftracethe afpiring tmple=—over-

b

exercifed upon the wretched ‘natives of Oude
both by him and his aflociates are undefcriba-
ble.—They may be traced, however, in their
melancholy effefts. And from thele effe&ts
fome faint idea may be formed of the barbari-
ty- of men, or rather of moniters, equall

the dithonour of their fpecies, and the dilgrace
of their country.  In the evidence at your bar,
your Lordfhips have heard, that in the reign of
Sujab ul Dotviab, his dominion in Oude, was
a perfeét garden—fo highly was the whole
country cultivated. That the villages ‘were
numerous — frequent—and crowded with«inha-
bitants—who lived in eafe, comfort and plenty.
You have alfo heard, that under Afoph ul
Dowlab, the fon of Sujab, the face of the
whole country has undergone a tatal mutati-

“on—that the beauty of the fcene is blemifhed —

that culture is no more—that the buildings are
in ruins—that whole villages are vacant and
empty—that the race, which unce peopled
them, are either put todeathy or driven into
exile—and inone word, that'a defolation, al-
moft univerfallyy has oveifpiead the whole ter~
ritory. But this dreadful change has not been
wroughtby any change of national politics on
the part of the prefent Prince. He, like the
other fovereigns of India, ftudied to aid his
fubjefts, excite induftry, and by countenan-
cing to encourage their agriculture.  No it wag

- occafioned by the mercilefls rapacity of Col,

Hanaway, and the extortion of other Englith
officers under Mr. Haftings, who, placed ‘ar
beyond the reach of the Nabob's authority or
controul—imprifoned —rabbed and opprefled —
P""-Y ed vpon the property —tortured the perfons,
and extinguifhed the lives of his fubjefts. If
a ftranger at this time had arrived in the king-
dom of Oude, ignorant of all that had happen-
ed fince the death of Sujah ul Dowlah, that
man, who mingled with afavage heart, man

an outline of great chara&er ; and who, wit

all his rugged fiercenefs in war, with a culti-
vating hand, Rill preferved to his country the
riches it derived from a prolific foil and benig-
nant fkies. If this ftranger, ignorant of all

~the-calamities —of the briet interval—noticing

the mournful fulitude—oblerving the wide wafte
—furveying the general devaftation—contem-
plating each particular horror of the fcene—
beholding plains unclad and uncultured — fields
bereft of verdure—gardens ftripped of foliage
—yegetation brown burnt up and extinguifhed

—refervoirs broken down and exhanfted —temm——
ples unroofed and perithing—villages difpeow -

pled, filent and folitary—Great God t would

he not exclaim=to what fhall we attributethis

univerfal defolation ? 'What has thus laid wafte
the fields of this once fértile and beautiful couna

try? Whao has waged (uch dire warfare, both .

againft the workmanthip and the race of man ?

Who has.waged. fuch teszible-hoftility-againft -

the fair embellifhinents and fweet opulence of

nature ? Did the minifters of divine vengeance

defcend upon the nation and the land? Did they
dry up all the drops of the fountain, and
fcorch from the furface of the earth every ve-
ftage of green? Did civil diffentions divide,
exafperate 2nd deftroy the devoted inhabitants ? .
Did their rival princes contend for empire, or
adifputed fucectfion rend the fociety ? Did a:
rancorous, deadly, demeltic feud excite con-

flidting tathers, children and brethren.to flifle - — =
-mutyal-Jove, and extinguith kindred felicity ?
- Did 1t fefter in their alienated hearts; incenfe

L

hatred, inflame ftrife, and embitter focial ex~ -

iftence.? Did it quite feperate and tear affunder
once poflefied thefe abodes.in content

and trapquility ? Did religious 2eal, with an
erroneousrage, or bigotiy in her blind ly

each Eeﬁ'tle community and cheerful connefti-
t
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