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Proceedings of Congrefs.
Houfe of Reprefentatives -of the United
__Sltates.

MONDAY, June 8.

R. Madifon, agreeably to notice, moved

that the Houfe now form itlé&' into a
committee of the whole, upon the (e of the
_union, totakeintoconfideration the fubjeét of
the amendments, agreeably to the sth article
of the conftitution.
- Mr. Smith (of South.Carolina) (uggefted
the inexpediency of taking up the fubjet at
the prefent moment, i a committee of the

and of immediate confequence; were lying un-
finifhed. :

Mr. Jackfon was oppoled to taking up the
fubjeét-of -amendments to the conttitution, till
we have fome experience of its good or bad

__qualities. Heobferved that the-fate-hehad-the—

honour to reprefent, had ratified the conftitution
without fpecifying any amendments; they
are fatisfied with it in its prefent form, till ex-
perience fhall point out its defects. He there-
fore moved that the eonfideration of the fubjeét
of amendments be poftponsd-till the firft day of

Mr. Goodhue and Mr. Burke thought it rather

Frﬂuature to take up the fubjedt, but could not

te the propriety of poftponing it to fo leng a-
period—They obferved, the fubjedt of revenue
was of greater importance at prefent, and ought
to be immediately attended to,

Mr. Madijon ebferved that the propofitions
foramenddhents to the conftitytion came from
various quarters, and thofe the moft refpeétable;
and therefore to give fome degree of fatisfaéti-
on, it feemed neceflary that Congrels fhould,as
foon as pofible, attend to the withes of their
conftituents. Hé did not propofe that a fullin-
veltigation fhould immediately be gone into,
but to quiet 'the apprehenfions of a great many
perfons, refpeting the fecuring certain rights,
‘which it was fuppofed were not fufficiently
guarded : he thoughtit necefluy that Congrefs
fhould commence the enquiry,-and place the
matter in [uch atrain, as to infpire a reafonable
hope and expe&tation, that full jultice would
eventually be done to fo-important a fubjeét—

_He therefore renewed his motion for the Houfe |

to go into a committee of ‘the whole, that the
nvetigation of the bufinefs might at lealt com-
mence, .

M. Sherman fuppofed, that takirig up-the-

Tubject of amendments at this time would alarm |

more perfons than would have their apprehen-
fions: quieted thereby; ;- o

A meflage was received from the, Znate, in+|:

forming the Houfe,. that they had concurred in

their vote of the28th of May-—by-which every ™|
i Tiember is to be furnifhed with a compleat fet

of the journals of the late Congrefs. :

Mr. White obferved, that the fubjet of a-
mendments was-of -very extenfive importance :
He fuppofed that the houfe could.not, withany -

for aithough the conftitution had been fo gene-.
rally ratified, yetit was evident, that alterati-
ons and amendments were expelted by perhaps

Mr. Smith ($.CL) then introduced a pro-

M, Page v;as in favourof a committee of
and urged the propi 7

mencing the inouirpmithont i ihor,
48 amealuréthat would L¢ Pwdu five of very

< Mr. Vining as oppofed to. the mesflire for-

| tions-in it, we hall-not-a&t the-part of “wile

{ments, which fhould be laid before the Le-

- fo much time, in difeufling thatimportant fub-

-| to-walte eur—time in ufelef§ {peculations—=He

~a committee-of the-whele, upon ‘this fubje&,
I ~yvhriher delays” -thet 2 early-a:dwy a5~ poilible might be alls gn-

~ Hland;as the acceffion of thofe fates to the

| venue and judiciary {yftems; thefe, he urged,
ought to be finifhed previous to a difeuflion of
amendments: The judiciary fyftem may pro-
vide a remedy for fome of the defets complain-
ed of —and without giving the conftitution any
operation, it was impoffible to determine what
were defects or not, and what alteratiops were
neceffary. He further obferved, that he con-
ceived it neceflary, previoas to any difcaflion
of the f(ubjeft, thatit fhould be alcertained
whether two-thirds of the Houfe and Senate
were in faveur of entering upon the bufi-
‘nefs : He (uppofed that the voice of two-thirds
were as requifite to fanétien the expediency of
the meafure, as they were to the adsption of
amendments. ' .
Mr. Madifon conceded to the motion for

and abie Tpeech, in which he enforced the pro-
priety of entermg, at an early period, into the

vocates for amendments were numerous and
refpcetable, and urged the expediéncy of the
meuafure from the fitvaticn of Rhode-Ifland
and North Carolind, as it might conéiliate
them towards the union; and induce them to
unite. He was, he faid, in favour of fyndry
alterations or amendments to the conflitution.
A Bill of Rights; hefaid, had been contended
for,butthis was one of thofe amendments which
he did not conceive effential. He, however;
{tated “the propricty of the meafure, for altho’
Bills of Rights might not be altogether necef-
fary, he faid it did not follow that they do not
produce falutary effets—he was therefore of
opinion that a Declaration of Rights oughgto
be incorporated in the conftitution.

Mr. Madifon, further obferved, That the
proportion of Reprefentatives had been obje&-
ed to, and particularly the difcretionary power
of dimmifhing the number. There is an im-
propriety in the Legiflature’s determiring their
own_compenfation, with a -power to vary its
amount. ‘The rights"of confcience, liberty of

eured as to put it outof the power of the Le-
giflature to infringe them. Fears refpe@ing
the judiciary fyftem, fhould be entirely done
away, and an exprels declaration made, that
all nghts not expreflively given up, are retained,
-He-wifhed that a declaration on thole points
might beattended to—and if the conftitution
could be made better-in the view of its moft
fanguine fopporters, by making fome altera-

men not to do.it.-—He-therefore-moved for the
appointment of a committee to propofe amend-

giflatures of the ditferent flates agreeably to the.
fifth article of the conftitution. ‘

==Me-Fackjorr Teplied, that it would take up

jet, .as to produce too much delay in other
bufinefs of much greater moment—he urged
that-anattempt at this time ‘to bring forward
amendments, before the conftitution was tried,
would be entirely improper—that they muf be
{peculative and theoretical in the very nature
of ‘things, and may themiclves be the fubjeét
of future amendments—and that we ouglit not

ftrongly opppofed a Bill of Rights, as. lead-
ingoften-to dangerous confequences. :

Mr. Gerry thought it unneceffary to gointe
at the prefent moment—he wifthed, however, |

ed, on-account of North-Carolina and Rhode-

union, was very defirable—and-moved-that-alt

s

*e¥eral reafons=ythe incompletenefs of the re-

the various propofitions for amendments fhould

choofing a {¢ledt committee—and after a long.

~fubjeét-of-amendments; obferved, tharthead- |

\ be referred to a committee of the whole, and
that an early day be affigned to go into a full =
* inveftigation of the fubjeét, and propefed the

firft Monday in July.
fele€t committee, and then fubmitted to the

mendments to be incerporated in the conftitue
tion. :
" Mr. Livermore was oppofed to the refolve.,
Mr. Page and Mr. Lee feverally rofe'to juf-
tify Mr. Madifon. _ &
Mr. Madifon obferved, that it was neceffary
the fubjeét (hould be hrought forward in fome
form or other. After waiting a confiderable
time for others to do it, he had thought pro~
per to propofe the form now fubmitted to the

‘Houfe, Newfpapers and pamphlets-—were ther—

repofitories of the feveral amendments; thofe
were not the proper fources ; the refolve is now

think proper with it. ¥

" Mr. Lawrence moved, That the refolve in-
troduced by Mr. Madifon, fhould be fubmit-
ted to the confideration of a committee of the
whole, on the ftate of the union. '

-

confilt of amember from each ftate, '
of Mr. Lawrence being put, was carried in the
affirmative.——The Houfe then adjourned.

MONDAY, JuNe 1s.

Muv. Sedgwick, Mémber from Maffachufetts,
appeared. m the Houfe, had the oath preferibed
in the conftitution, adminiftered to them, and
took their feats,

Upon motion of Mr. Goodbue, it was voted,
that twe Members be added to the committes
appointed to bring in a bill to regulate the

the prefs, and trial by jury, fhould be fo fe- |

States——e—Mr. Smith, of Maryland, and Mr.
Parker, of Virginia, were accordingly ap-
pointed. - 4
Mr. Scott, from the committee to confider
the ftate of the unappropriated lands in the

contained a very particular geographical aca-
count of thatcountry, - .
Voted, That this report be referred to a com

“mittee of the whole upen fhe ftate of the union.

The ‘Houfe then proceeded to the confidera-
tion of the amendments which had been pro=
_poled by ‘the. Senate,,to the bill for-impofing:
“duties on goods,..wares, and merehandize; ini=
- portéd into the United 'States, S ——
“~The enalting ftile of the bill, viz, * The
Congrefs of the United Statés,”” was amended

This amendment was non-concurred.

~ That claufe of the bill which made a dif-
crimination between ftates and kingdoms in
alliance with-the United States and thofe which
are not, with refpeét to the duty on diftilled
Apirits, the Senate propofed fhould be fruck
otti A recapitulation of arguments ufed in
the former progrefs of the bill, on both fides
of the ‘queftian, with- little wvariation, took

| place—the refult was non-concurrence with the

Senate, _
_ The following amendments propofed by the
Senate, were allo
viz. | :

Apirits from 12 to 8 cents, _ _
The amendment which provides for the re=
duttion of the duty on the following articlesy

‘was acceded to, viz.

e e o
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_ Molafies from 5 to 21 cents,

bty 4

Mr. Madifon withdrew his laft motion fora |,

Houfe a refolve comprizing a number of a~ .

‘before—the-Houfe;-and-they may do what they —

' Mr. Boudingt propofed a fele&t commitiee; to

After a few more oblervations, the motion -

Mr. Brown, Membér from Virginia, and

colle&tion of the impoft throughout the United -

Wefbern “Ferritory, reported,—-=—This report
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by the Senate, by propofing to infert, ¢ The Sea . scccan
st -pr2te-anmd Repréfentatives of the United States,™ .

non-concurred by the Houfe, .

A redultion of the duty'on fpirits of Ja= | .
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