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 fome debate weie ordered 1o be printed, -_uh-

o

" / able = butthat [ relesved for a fpecial mefl ge

% guvernment. The .immediate objeét of his/|

" flances of an unwelcome naiure had lately oc- |

~ munications had been received from its Mim
7 Rer here which indicated danger of a further
“ dRurbanceof our commerce by its authority,

g

e Tl & ke P,
dens, by the Houle of Reprefentat “of the
United States, together with very volominoos
documents therein referred to § which afier

. &

out beng read : -
Gadcmqq[ the Sengle, _
and of 1he Honfe of' Reprefemtatioves,

“T thie “opening of the pretent feffion of
Congrels, 1 mention=d that lome circum.

curted. in relstion to Fiance ; that our uade
had Soffored and was foffering exienfive inju
sies in the Welt Indies trom the cruifers and |
agents of the French Repubiic  and that com

and that were in other retpeéts far from agree

a more particular communication on this 1ater-
efting (ubjet.—Tms communication 1 now
make.

_The complaiot of the French Minifter em.
braced moit of the tranjaétions of our govern
ment in felation to Frauce, from an eary pe
riod of [the prefent war; which rherefore it
was necellary carefolly 1o review. A colicth
on has been formed ot letters and pap:rs rela.
ting to thofe teanlaétions, which I now lay be-

‘:I'Q.'

\ fame principle, fhould not reénder fuch

ights fo'the inyiry of France,
not m;mtaininit‘h;g pretended principles
of the modern’law of nations That free
Jhips make ‘{ru goods, and that timber
and naval {tores for the equipmentand
armament of veflels, are not contraband
of war."

2d. Lo violations of opr treaties with
France, even in their letter. ,

3d. Lo the treaty of Amity and Com-
merce beiween the United bStates and

prives r'rance of all the advantages fti-
pulated in a previous treaty.” A fourth
complaint is truly ingenious. The for-
tune of war has conftrained {ome of the
belligerent powers' trom enemies to be-
come her aliies 5 and if the alledged a-
bandonment of the rules of the: modern
law of nations, in its confequences, works
an.injury to thofe allies, from that nio-
ment trance is alfo injured. - Perhaps it
will be in time to notice this lalt charge
when thofe allies them{elves complain ;
if the anfwer to the firlt, involving the

notice altogether unneceflary.

fore you, with a letter to Me. Pinckney, ow
Minifter at Pasis, containing an exaninition
of the Notes of the French Minifter, and fuch
informauon as I thought: might be wcctul to,
M. Pinckney in any further repreleutations he
might find neceifary to be made to the Frerch

5 miffion was to make to that gaverament fuch
A explanations of the principles and. con fuct of

our own, @ by mamfeftiog ovr good faith’

W might remove all jealoufy asd dilcontent, and

o | maiatan ahet harmeny and good underftanding 1

4 with the French Republic which i has been my

.+ conftant lalicaude to preferve,
& which reqoired only a knowledge ol the truth

A governmemt

to juftity 1ts meaiures, could vot but be anx

J jous 10 have this fully and frankly difplay,

G. WASHINGTON.
United States, Jan. 19, 1797.

The following is the letter to Me, Pinek.
ney, Mumifter Plempotentiary ot the Uaned

Stares at Pans, aliuded 10 in the Prefidem®s

meflage ¢
" Department of State, Jan. 16, 1797.
v ’“. !

* IN my letters of the th and 26th vle, 1
fént you two votes from Mr. Adet, the Mipi-
fler of the Flel'lbh.uepub“c to the United
States § the former dated the 27(h of Oitever,
aud the latter the 15th of Noveaber lalt § and
my anfwer to the firtt. The latter note embra-
cing numerqus topice of complaint, ‘and go-

ing ss far back as theyear 1793, requireda:

pasticular examination of all the traniations
of ourgoveroment from thet time to the pre-
fear,. The other mdifpentable duties of tne
office prevested my enrering oo this examinau.
“on axtarly 08 1 Wod expelted; and the conem
buline/s has retarded the purfoit,  The retoh
of \his exnmination T am now, By the dueél:.
on of the Prefident of the Udiel Siares, o
communicate o you. This hillory of our af

Anies you will find lopporied by docaments,
many of which were dchiveied (o you at your
departure, and the refidue will be bevewith
tranimitted. The iemaks and rexfonings on
28 yoo will doly wppicciate § and fiom the
whole, jolned with your owa obleivations, you
will beenabled, it is belicved, 10 vindicare the
AU nited:Stares, and to demonlirate thewe impar

strality ae-a- beutral astion, heir fideliy 1n the
obiervation of treatics, snd thewr friendihip as
an ally. '

'l'h!dil'ulou on which I a4m entering, will
involve much repetition 3 for the genenal qaedli
ont and periculer cales grounded tegether in

Abe Miniftei®s 12 note, have betn fubjedly of
eonwaserly sod correfpondente from M.y 179;
4o thie dey, Bome other points Bave indeed
betn contended for, which the Minifter has
pow gafi-d witheut ootice. ‘Why they are
onmitied | know net ; for in thele eafes the

Unned Staies were 3s poliatly chaiged wab

wiolating tresties 35 10 thole which he has been

rlul«l pow 10 detsil, Some of them it mav be

owpd proper 1o introduce, w0 render Jefs im.
B the vied of our relmicng o France,

'I:Iu wnEhimuof the Freach Minifter!
aguinkt the United State, have reference o) viecry,  That fret oopr pould give frondom

to shree pricipal fubjedts,

I fhall now prefent to your view thofe
fadts and obfervatians which will prove,
we conceive, that the Minifter's com:’
plaints. are without any juft foundati-

¢ Ol

Under the firlt charge, That we have
not neutral rights, it isalledged :
1ft, That the pofition, that/ree [hips
make frec gouds, is an eftablifhed princi-
ple of the modern law of nations, and
that Great-Britain by capturing French
| property on beard our vel?'cls, has viola-
| ted our neutral rights ; -and - that unlefs
, we compel Great-Britain torefpeét thofe
' rights, I'rance will be juftified in violat:
ing them, A e
At fo semark on the fingular fesfoning. that

1if one, warring poweq commits an aét of injol

tice lowarde a ncnm( ind innocent nation,
another wariing po wer may Tawfully comm
the like,njultice, we may sfk what authority
is addoced, fo hew that the modern law of na.
;linu.!l_u eftyhliih 4 tha prineiple, qugjru
Joips.make free goods ? Vittel fays politicely
that ** efefls beior ging to an enemy fgond on
#hoard a neutral thep, are (ezible by the
® rights of war.™  Agreesbly o this longe-
ffabiifhed rute of the Jaw of natons, Fraoce
herfelt, tn her marine laws, has duetted that
the merchsnd zes and ¢ff &s belongmg to her
enemies which fha!l be Tound on board neutral
veflels Ml he good prizes Valin remorks,
however, that thas reguianion #as pecoliar to
Frange and Spun § and that cifcwheie the
goods.of the eoemy were alone (ohjelted to
confilcation, And in the ueaty ot Feance
with the city of Hamburgh in 1769, it was t
pulated that © ali ffeéls, provibons and mwer-
chane ze Whatloever, belonging to her ene
wits,, and found on homd the velichs of Ham.
burg, fhoold be confifcated,

Mr. Ader remarks, that one of his prede
cefors in July, 1993, spplied on this fubj-&
to the government af the United States, but
@ss unfucceisful,  He mplt refer to M1, Ge
net’s lever 10 Mr, Jeffsion, dated July 9,
1797, [ he fubjeét wis tefumed 1o terms il
‘Mo v ex'reordinaty in hig lerter of - July 26th,
1793 ) 1o which M+, Jefiscfon snfwered on the
2ath, declining * bis bokef that it canwot be
« doubled, but that by the geneal l2v8 of nali
“ons, th-geds of a;iv-ff‘::-lin the weffel o
“ an evemy. are lowyul proze. It s true that
« fundry natim, defirons of aveiding the incon
| apemencies of baving their v fels flopped at
| w Jea, ravJackea, carried into port ond detaincd
" wnder pretence of baving inbmy goods on bard,
“ have. in many fiancer, inireduced by their
“ fpecral treaties, amsther principle betwwern
“ them, that enemy bottoms fhal. make ommy
“ poads—but this 1t altogether th: offedl of par
 pcular treaty, contromling in [pecial cafer, the
« general principle of the law of nation: and
O therefore taking offed betawern fuch nations on
 ly a1 bave fo agreed 1o controwl #.”  Avd ot
‘ {4 plon, that it was 10 avoid the ingonvenien
o reloliing from this general rule of the jaw
of natwns, that France and the Unied § ates
“ipﬁ‘!l!d nthe 23d srtiche ¢f then commerc

\“n;ﬁn and that pwery 1hing fonld be dem

1% Bolonsis

-| other fhould be

Great-EBritain ; which he alledges, ““ de-/ .

| * tuch are acww, gilitary a0d
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 memies o mbj,-,; g '-' T
" excepted," <1\ 14l 1 0di
tion ,‘,?_. lqud'::j;:;:. oy
fole objedt, & otherwife ME"_N oy
atall) wheu one ot he ‘heu,N
war with a nztiop Particy N _

» 01 !I!log“ " h‘
has now no ri ﬂ F‘“ﬂ«?n.tt“‘
nO rIght 1o complaiy if & Wik
her enzmies find prote@ig, ou W/ o
PSs OFto pretend, thyy .?::m o |
the bafaacuj lutra&gu it f“.f' ‘
may leize on luch gools ; \he s, |
between her and the United St‘a}: -
ﬂor_ed when we are at war, and &.“
which time the goods of oy en e
pruleﬂtqn on board the vefle); :'tmn- N
2. It is alledged that we have ahgg e
mudern publuc law on conmb. M
treaty with Great' Beitam Wﬁ

er exclulively the free cga'l:‘:]al;
for the equipment and armamn; of
Here, as in the former Cale, the ¢
furs, what is the law of natigay L
in dilpute ? Vattel defines contribagd g
be * commoadities paktnculitly et |
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* tmber, horfrs, and even provifiosy .
““ tan jun&ur s, when there ¢ o s
““ducng the enemy by famine, " gy

Ay baween France and Denmark) ey
onthe 23d ot Auguft, 17424

* clared wnlrabaﬁ'd'l'ogtlhe*riiﬁi

** hewp, cordage, mafts, and

““ buniding.™  “ Thus, on this ikl

4 Vabi) the:e woald hav: been o et
“.complamng of theconduét of i
“ if tbey bad not infringed pEishin
* for ot right thele things arenos ey
“ 204 have been To fince the negn

“‘ centory, which, howeser, ‘wulii
“tormesiys 4 The modern : 1

Filey

' cun {obaidy” menioncd by Mok
; hif puaoczﬂ'urf iy pto‘hably refers
ples declarcd by the armed eutrtiiy i
|'h; ??::m::!rh d‘rh‘:: :«. ) o
markabie o be ed un ol 14 ¢
O Diring the s, Gitwr S
belligerent ;'gm:mt.- el;“dﬁ‘-- o
red 10 them by the faw of astaglyi
o enemies property o bosrd .
and of contraband goods e o
ngutrals, - Eager as neut al pal
be to icize the 'opp_ormjit;"_‘ |
refenis, of vecoming Lie
the belligerentnations, wherthg
mariners are wanted for milingy
tions, it was perfedily natif
former fhould defife to eftabl
that free fhips fhould make We
or in other words, rhat negie
fhould proted the goods ¢ !
Whmlllﬁ"ﬂ t:;lf;- : 1“ 1
“natural 107 ;
"okt e Jit oFcostrabipls
to the latter; it muft bave beel
larly interefling to the tMESE.
maritime powers, from whatseay,
| cliicfly the other maritime IS
rope received ﬁlpph“‘ o
val flores, to finke thelek
-contraband, or.by s
them from capture. ot
O e by ot Ol
STATE PAPER
LORD M.n‘.’uszuhu -
Letter addreffed 101 /]
af]lir 'R éfrlc.lord'zd‘fw' '
I Bnﬁ d . e
tentiary of bis Bmst.mt‘m- :
the Minifter for Foreign’
him whetber he isto ¢
note which he recel .
day evening. ssthe lﬂf;:::
Lord Malmibury del (o fo )
morning, tothe ":“"" be
fairs, by order d““‘m‘:;
this in‘ormation, that wy
his courier may ﬂﬁf'b:u <

ed.
I\Jr';' ,&,5?. '_:! l#:
Anfwer of the M"fﬁ""
te the ,rm'lmj jethe?

bury.
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