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' Finckney, Minifter Plenipo-
g 1 ﬂ‘}’;& United Statestothe French
[c;m‘md.]

“or pow advert to fome others of Mr.
.'-"‘ charges again the” government of

,SIE:;: goverament of the United
5 ]P“;‘ 0 queftion whether it fhould ex

" i eatics, or receive the agents of the

LN

k;

2 in this uojuftifable or extraordina-
mitealy for a patien diltant as ours,
L promptly foch accurate mformar!un;!
gli enable it duly to etimate the varying
i of Franee 1 In 1791 the cenflitution
by the cooft ent Alfembly was ac

by Louis the 16th 5 it was notified to
o States in Macch. 1992, -Conglefs
-'?- 'Prdﬁdrl\l 10 communicale to the
ol the Freaeh their congrutulation on
oo, JaAvgoft 1792 the King was
. In September i Royalty was abo-
in Jaowary, 1793, Louis the g6th

i sepdemned by the convention, fuffer-
8, Was itealy to keep  pace with (he
ieeelbon of fuch revolutionary events ?
it volawfol for our government wn.
Btircomtances sven o deliberate ? 1
gisd thet information of the deuth of the
of received fromour ' Minifter a0 Pacis

fapif, 1793. The vews bowever had
panived 10 fuch maopner as io0 atradt
oo of - goverament ; for in Apeil the
hed determined o receive a Minifter
Wluoch Republic. -And 1tis remnrka-

4 was before be knew that 2 Mim

miived in the  United: States. This
w deeidinga leadiog queilion does
W 8song marks of befisvon,  And
o mesit n rhis ready determination
fige the Feenchi Republic ! Had i

Bt Acknowiedged by any power on the

e long d)d Franee befitate vo uc.
the Republic ot e United Siaies ?

M abalf. And under what circum.

(I
A
wy

Mt ackoow letigement fimally made 7 |

we of a wiole ‘Bruth army ap
ve eltsblithedt our 1ndependence,
oore hetealter,—lo matters of im
'd what could he more important
Mkcbon of a nevtrs] and alived ‘navion

L,

prhaps. 1ovolving war or peace )

of wildom 10 1ejedt all deliherar:
s which do* not obvioufly pre-

I Will not pradence didtate 1o

W8 decide great navional quefliony

betate Joog than 1ifk the conte.
"y decifions )

l“lldt an whdieus proclamation of

Woedy cemarked that this proclama.
the pointed approbation of Cen
M Loght tiuly 2dd of the great bo.
oaens of the Uaited States. And
* feneral objell of this proclama.

b'

m:l dd not defire us to eoter inte
' And bow way peace 1o be prelerved ?
Wit 3l Bewtrality, Aod war 1t vor
Wihey of the Chief Magiltemte 10 pro
% our fimens, and 0 inform them
'fuid bt deemed departures trom
Vidotos ) Thie wae done by the
1t declared it 10 be the duty,
'Pobtion of the United Stater 1o
l}cnndu&lm:.dly sod o par
'Rerent powers y It w81 ned
" ®oud all 28y ehich mght con.
WoR 1 it declared that who.
fhaens fhygld tender himle!f |ia.
S lorfergre under the law

LTS

{ Pri " And is there | ters oeed no vindication from fuch an infnusti.
s wd prafcnhe rinces, .

tRIvE Ut i s Rate of peace.  And 1
Minlers of France declored that |

with refpe® 1o the powers at wuora:ty of

them. To what in all this can the epithet in |

Jidous be applied? On vhe contrary, 1s not
the whale tranfa&ion

e conir
good-faith ? e iy g

3d. ** By its chicaneries, it abandoned
® French privareers 10 it§ conrts of joltice.”
Abandoned thim to its courts of jullice ! Siry you
know many of the Judges palonally, and ai)
of them by reputation, and that their charac.

on. They are Judges with whofe adminiRra.
tion of jullice aur citizens are fatishied ; and
we believe they may challenge, the world te fur.
nith a proot that they have not adminiftered
jvftice with equal impartiality to foreigners.
I will only add here one remark, that the cor.
relpondences with the French Minifters former-
ly publithed joined 1o thofe now furniflied you

will fhow bow loudly they can complain of
the proceedings. in our canits, and.at the fame
me with how little uflice, * - -
4'hy ¢ It eluded wie amicable medistion of
*“the republic, for breaking the ‘chains of its
““ citzens at Algiers.” “We' did not entertain-
‘any doubr of the friendly difpofirion of ‘the
Fench ‘Republic 10 aid ‘ws in - this! bufiaels.
But what way really done we have never known., |
You will find berewith Mr. Fauchet!s letier of
June 4:h, 1794, and the anfwer of the Secre.
tacy ot State, om the 6th, to which Mr. Adet
refirs,  "T'he information on the fubjed, which
Mr. Fouthet expetled “ina little ume from
Eviops,” probably never -arnved : -av feaft it
wAS never communicated 30 our govetnment..
Tuare is futely in the Secretary’s aniwer, no
evidence thut our government were unwilling
10 accept the medistion of the republic. On
the contrary, we have relied upon 1t o aid our
negociations with the Batbary powers, Ae.
cordingly, when Col, Humphreys went from
nence in 1795, clowked w1 pawers for negot.
stng peace with thole #ates, he wag part:cular.
ly miru@ed to folicit the mediation of the
Ficoeh Republic ; and for that parpole only,
he went from Lifbon to Paris, where, ibrouglh
our Mimfer, the Committee of Pablic Safely
maniteRed their difpolition to contibuie 10 the
wceels of his anflion.  But Col. “Humphreys
was at the fame time aothoriled to depute Jo.
feph Deonaldion, Evq. (who had beeo appoiot.
ed Cantul of the United States for Tunis and
Tupoli, and who went with Col. Humphreys
from America) 10 negociate immediately alres
'ty with Algwers s for ma coumtry where 2 e
Rocranon depended on fo many contingeacies,
it was of the lalt importance to be ready 10
ferxe the favourable woment to effel® 8 prace
whenever it thoold offer,  Sach a moment
ieated on Mr. Donslefon’s arrival at Algiers.
‘He had no been there farty sight hooes before
(the treaty was concluded. ke 1s alfo 8 faét that
it was eficfied withour the aid of the Fiench
Conful st that place, = However, with reipel
10 Mr. Donaldion's negociation, we are well
informed that ** His not conlerring with the
** Canlol of France was not his fault § and it
“he bad done it, that it mould have inlured
“Ws cwuie.  Nether the Republic nor her
" Cuﬂlﬁ' Ci‘j(‘)'"ﬁ .:, ciedit with ‘h? D",'-
But we aie at the (ame t'me informed that the

- with-the‘other ducements AcCOWFaNYHY them, |

- bave infringed any treaty Ripulations.

caole of thiy was llln‘llon" snd ovght net te
hinder us from endeavoucing 1o eagage hér in |
weoll for other places and wn thit place for le.

ture ocesfions, Agrueably 10 thi ides, the |
agent of the Unined Stares applied 1o the
Fiench Cenful, Herculaw, at Algiers, the il

| ipring, to recommend 3 foitable perfon 10 ne

gotivie s tresty with Tenn, The perfon re.
ommended was cnployed, and we have Leen
nformed, had 10 part (ucceeded, and wes r
pefled 10 complete 3 treary of peaca  Lhis
wlotmation was commupicved 1o owr Miniller

M”'b‘ cr a*nll;r-( hoftedi. | at Parse, 10 0 letier dated jorh of Auguil laRt, |

oy of - [y

powens, ot by canry.
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eper offic

b puoithment and far

€18 10 prolecote all

from the French Misiller tor farmgn affain,

M) deemed contraband | .(;.gpir‘lid by an ek rall of a letrer liom the
1
e 1he prore@ion of the | Condul Herculan,

1 all thete tranfaBions, far (rom dilcover. |

hdeat had given in. | ng # trace of evidence 10 lupport Mr, Adat’s
[ charge, \bereverie 14 mandilliy proved,

Tt tic aw of sations | 30 Y NotwithMroding treaty Ripulavions,

Ll

t*it allowed to be arrefted veflels of the flate,™

While we adnit the 2& tha Fiench veflcle
bave been orrefted, we deny that the aireftq
Tha
details in this letier and the documents referred
'0 appear to us entirely to exculpate the go.
vernment, And if nether the Exscutive noe
our tribunals could io anj wife 1ake cognizance
of captures which the French privateers called
Prizes then they might take our own veflels in
our mivers and harbours and oor citizens be
without redre(s. Bat ** ®it ig an eflential at-
* tribute of the juriidi®ion of every counlry
“‘ Lo preferve pesce, to punith a@s in bresch
““ of ity nnd 1o reftore property taken by force
** within its limits. Were the armed vellels
““ of any nation to cut sway one of our own
‘“ from the wharves of Philadelphis, and to
** chufe 1o call it a prize, would this exclude
*“us from e right of redrefling the wrong
““ Were it the veflelof another natien, ‘are we
*“ net equally bound to proteét it, while with-
““in-our limits ! Were it feized in any other
*‘ waters or on the fhores of the United States,
‘“ thecight of redreffing is &ill the fame : and
* bumble indeed would be our condition werg
** @eobliged to depend for that on the will of &
% foreign Conful, or on negociation with die
‘‘ plomatic agents,” :

The fame reafoning will spply to captures
made by illegsl privateers ; thac 18, by foch ag
were armed and equipped in the perts of the ¢
United States ; for it being by the law of nati.
ons the right of our government, and as o
teutral power, irsdury to prevent fuch arma.

-mnts, it mull alfo be its right and duty by ol
_WEANS in its power, to refirmn the alls of fuch

armamcots doce in violation of its righte snd
in defiance of its authoriy. And fuch were
the armaments mede by French people in‘the
purrs of the United Siates. And the moft of.
te@aal means of defeating their uslawful prace
I'Ges was the fezing of their prizes when
brooght within our jurifdi®icn. It s very
poflible, indecd, that in lome cales irritated
(ubje&le or public agents of nations whele pro.
ptity was taken by French privateers mighe
Commence vexalious proiecutions: but this 1s
no more than happens frequently smong oue
own citizens, and inevery nation io the world §
and the only reftraints on the vindi& vz pallions
of men, in (uch cales, which the policy of free
governmenis bes impoled, are the damages
which the courte compel the malicious profew
cutor to pay to the injused party. 1, as Mr,
Adet afferts, damages bave in two cales only
been granted by the courts to Freoch privaeers,
even when the decilions bave beer in their fa-
vour, it bas arifen from their own condol, or
the omifbon of their counfel ; or from acci-
dental circomftances, which,®n the opioion of
the courts, furoithed reafonable prefumptions
againll them of bavieg violated the laws, eitove
by ilegally arming in our ports or making the
caplures within our juriidilion, 1i, on the
other hand, they bave, in the eveat of cootra«
ry decifions, been slways condemned hp?
damages we may vemure 1o My, it was becaule
they were alenys 1n the wrong. For o one
will fnd (uthcient grovnd 10 impeach the dife
cernment or integrity of owr courts,

6ih, ** It (ofeccd England, by mfulring ite
" neotraing w Interrupt s commerce wilh
* France." .

That our commerce bas beea interrupied by
the scmed velicls of England, and (omeiimes

| wuth circomfances of inlult, wecertairly thail

not atempt to deny 1 the velverisl relenigent
snd indignston escied by thole injuries, were
sdoflicos of the ot « bwt thet the govern-
mesl has commived a1 the praflace (for that Mr,
Adet moll bave ntended 10 infloveie by the
word ‘" [ullcred”) ol me o84 moll foraibly
conttad &), It war becrole of thole nure.-
o0t LM praparitions for war eers commenced §
and 1o demrnd fainfallien tor them was the
leading obje@ of Me. Jiy's miflion to Losdon,
Satsfallion wae demanded | and \be arrsnge~
menty agreed on o rendenng o, sre sew
erecuion ot London, Bat of by * fuffered™

* Leuers from ibe Secrerary of State 1o Me,

Mortis, Avgult 15, 1793, bate Pagens, p, €2,




