«.EDEN;TON;

PrinTRD

-

- Vor. XHL

CONGRESS.
i Hoyss ar Rernesentarives,
e 0 February 6. I

IN committee of the whole, Mr. Dent in the chair
on the fubjed of the contention between Mr,
Grifwold and Mr. Lyon. » 3

Mr, Hofmer's evidence, During the balloting
the Speaker left his chair and took a feat by me. |
heard a converfation carried on with conliderable
warmth betweenMefirs. Dana and Lyon, The
Speaker chiccked them, and they feparared.  Soon
after & copvgrfation began between Mr. Lyonand
the Speaker, It commenced, as well as 1 recol-
leét; onthe fubjeét of theftamp att ¢ all that was
faid 1 dopot recollect ; but Mr, Lyon fuid ke had
been through part of Cenuecticur and be found
that the fentiments of the people of that (ate dif-
fered from thofe of their Reprelentatives bere.—
Some general converfation then took place of litile
copfequence and which has left but lictle impreflion
on my mind. Mr. Lyon however addretfing the

Speaker, remarked, that the Connecticut mem-.

Bere P“'fqgrl their owa privaze views here, and
that they were not guided by the opinions of their
conflituents ; that he believed nine tenths of the
people of that ftate differed in fentiment from the
reprefentation.on their floor, that the Reprefenta:
tives from Conpeéticut were influenced by a defire
to abrain effices, ayd that it was imipaterial how
little lucrative thofe offices were as they would be
influenced by a falary of 1000 dollars, as well as
enc of 9000 ; that the Reprefentatives blinded
the eyes of their conftituents, and that it was on
ly neceffary for the people to be informed of it to
induce them to oppofe them ; that if he were to
remove into Connecticut and fet up a prels he had
no doubt but that he would bring abeut a revolu-
tion io the fentiments of the people ; that Le was
well acquainted withthe people of Conneéticut us

be had {pens the firfl partof hi iife in this country
in that ate; that feveral perfous fram Connedii
eut bad been in the ftate of Vermont to vifit their
friends ; t be had attacked them in that quarter

aod had couvinced them, that their opinions were
erroneoos, At chis time Mr, G, was ficring fu the
feat wivally occupied by Mr. Harper, and ad-
dreffing himfelf o Mr. L. afked whetber he made
ufntbhvodn(’nrd ou that occafion, Mr, Lyon
appcared (o pay noattention to this remark, wnd
1 theught at the time did vot besrit.  lmmedately
afrer this Mr. G. quitted bis feat und went behind
thebary 1 Jeft mive snd did not fee the infult
which is (aid to have been offercd.—1 was prefent
enly at the beginning of the difpute. 1 attended

riicalarly to the relation of the Speaker yefler
::y and found | could agice in his relation of the
circomflances, only he basbeenableto relate them
more particalarly as the difcourfe was addrefled to
bim

Mr. Sitgreaves. Douring the converfation and
before Mr. Lyon fpeke on the fubject of Counce
ticut ; did you bear any thing faid difrelpectful to
Mr. Lysa.

A. No, 1did mot,

Mr. Nicholas, Did the cooverfation relpedt-

jag Convedicut come in conoedion frum Mr.
Lyon.
A. The convesrfation was difcoanc@ed and inter.
(perfed with rics and remarks by the Speaker
perhaps th:‘;'.ukt had a lrmLm', to draw
maore from him than he origioslly intended,

Mr. Goodrich's teflimony, only teflimony
] have to give s as to s converfation of Mr. Lyon
relative to his having beco cathiered in the srmy,
| came to thisplacein o [Lige taken by Me. Champ-
}in, & member {com Malachwfests (Mr. Otis) and
Mr. Lyon. Wewere the only s bu (e Rage
for n conliderable part of the way. | had fome
bigtle perfonsl acquasntance with Me, Lyws before
thistime, Mr, Lyon o the way fremed to be dif-
E-‘ld te give 10 s the hijd bie Nife, [t was

led -mc many fingnlar and lodicroms poccdores.
The ladicroos anecdotes be told of himfell ina
layfel magner lnvited from thefe who were with
im o kind of playfalocls i pot fomething more

towards Mz Lyon. laention thefe circumftances
te - the scooun be gave ot 00 te
b wicred.  Howht was lntraduted, whe-

- -a.:{:-:l"m"" wor, | R
rarks tompany, | donot per-
derly 1 thisk, mr.ma—-ﬁ.‘
wob Sl abeut Mr, l’ﬂ'l ht‘H been in the of
my, 1 con't bevery mivote in the account he gave.

1 recolle@ his Gying that thet allgfion to bis be-
ing cofhiered bren in the papers ;, thet
it wons et of derp to im | that

he coald not bear 1o hear of it ; that it bappened

n

gern officer of & on the frontier at

| fupport ; tliat the officers 288 the menwerc unca-
{y and difcontented with their fituation ; they con-
fidered themfelves as being too expofed ; thar he,
at a certain time was out with.a party of the men,
that when be retarned be found a corps of men
cither had abandoned or were .abandoning their
polt ; that they went to fome diftance, when they
made a halt; that he endeavoured to perfuade
themto return ; they refufed. The officers infift-
ed, that he fhould go tq the head-quarters and
make a reprefentation of tbeir fitvation.  He went,
Upon being introduced to General Gates he damao-
ed him for a cowsrd, and erdered that he fhonld
go into the cultody of & guard ; that he, Mr., Ly-
on, infilted on his right as an efficer wot to be put
ander guard ; that an aid of General Gates faid
fomething on the fubject and Mr, Lyon was finally.
arrefted ; tried with the roft of the officers by a

.
.
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army. e fiid the charge was, |.bnt the oificers,
as they themfelves could not abandon the polt ;
had excited the men to rup awwy. Hefurther tsid,
as it refpedted himfelf, the charge in queftion was
unjuft. i think Mr, Clamplin, one of tiie geotle-
men, perbaps Mr, Otil, afked him if be had worn
a wooder fword.  Hefuidvot.  Mr. Champlin, if
[am not willuken, made this remark : that if he
faw itin poetry that he had worn a wooden fword
he (hould only coniider it a8 being figurative for
being csthiered for cowardice. Mr. Lydn told
him lie bed wiped off this ftain ; that he bad beld
an office’in the army - ol a pay malter. Fehunk
he mentioned, that he did not cantinue long as
pay mafler owing ro fome other having been ap-
rointed with whom he kiad a difpute abour it ; thar
in thatdilpute, whileinthcanny, the circnmitance
of his being cafhieved, hau not been mentioned 1o
his difhonour, that he had seen appointed and for
many ycars commanded as Lulune{ a regiment of
militia in Vermont. 1 recalicct nothing further
of importance to the prefent circomftance,

Mr. Dana— He ackuowjedged his feelings much
interefted in the bufinefs ; and wilhed 10 be excu.
fed from giving reffimony if the commirree would
indulge lim. Son:e remwarks bad beeo made npon
His teftiniony before the comuuirtee, a repetition of
whicii he withed to.avoid.

Nir Brooks hoped tie member would be exca
fed,  He had heard his teftimony betore the com.
mittee and did not think it very marerial.

Mr, Darper hoped he would nat be excaled.

Mr. I Parker was for excufing the memher. Hle
remarked there was an infinuation before the com.
mittee, from the member from Vermont, that the
gentleman’s tellimony was rather partial or war.
ped by his feelings,  This was wiat the menber
alluded to.

Mr. Sitgreaves conccived the teftimany of the
member (rom Conwelticut material o to the be
pianing of the tranfaction, be withed him not to
be excufel,

Mr. Nicholas alfo wified the member not 1o be
exculed, The quellion was putand the nocs car-
ried it.

Mr. Dans before he entered on his evidence re.
marked, that fome perions bclungiugtu the houle
had, out of doars, made fome unawarrapied re
marks upon his tefllimony before the committee,
and as it war vot very material to the prcient cafe
be had exprefied hiv wifh to be excufed.  But the
hoole had denied him, he fhould therefore pro
ceed.  Un Tuelday of laft week, whilethe teliers
werecounting the billots, Ifept frommy (ratand
flood at the fire bebind me.  While there My Wil
frame of New. York came up to me sud meationed
that the member from Vermont had Told that the
Connecticat reprefentstion would be turned out if
they voted n&rinﬁ Mr. Nicholas's amendment
Some time alter the member from Vermant came
towsrds me, and | afked bim, before Mre. Willi
s, whether he had (od what My Williamn in
formed me he had, He fadd be did net Moy that, b
that we all hould be turned out if we carried the
point we withed tocarry, | afked whit (he rim
was.  He fiid it was that the Prefidest hould ap

t to offices where o fach officer were
W‘Jﬁl by faw, | told him that mss pot the
pdi»n upon My, Nichalar's amendnent e
ll(‘(ﬂ“ TR 'uhlt, TR | lt'-i'bﬂi ia three,
i is met. There wat then o virlety of conietly.
tion. | belleve | faid (omething of the imp Mbi.
lity of bis knewiag the prople of Connadlicat bet
ter thas thelt reprefenrntiors, | felt fomme irrita
thon ot ks manner, end feme indigastion_ai b
ides of being able to inllatact say of my poclll.

when be was young. Heflid that he was s fubl-
@ great diftance from the main army agd Withont

court martial, fentenced to be cafhiered from the .

but on-the intimetion from the

ed where | m‘mlrvltd from the Vermont mem-
ber. Reflection told me to have no more conver-
fation with him, aud to this day I bave net bad
any. / :
T 100k no partin the after converfation. When

| ! pafied by the medaber from Veérmignt, afterwards
[ he was leaning on the bar, and | beard bim fay
‘that the Reprefentatives from Conmedticut cared
;nmhin.gh:bout their conflituents, and thenhe fpoke
about the miflion Le had 'for ene of the
members from Conneflicut. | do not remember
the reply. Before Mr. Grifwold received the in-
diguity I was walking eutfide the bar, the Spea«
ker occupied my feat. 1did nothear diftin@ly the
converfation ; but the reply made, 1fuppo-
fed Mr. Lyon wnfnynn:gheml accomplith fome
great ohje& in Connécticur; “The t?!yof'ﬂr.
{ Grifwold was that he could wot even if he was to
2o into Conneéticut with His wooden fword, gnd-
here ufed which rela~

——1two other words were
ted toanother ftory. | Tt . ,
Mr. Dana was prefled to mention the twowords =
They were and candle.  With bis' wooden fword
and candie. _ _ g
Thefe words T did not hear diftinétly, and thould
have {ome doubis whether thefe rwo words had
been added, if | bad not been informed by my col-
Jeague fince that he did ofe them, In joftice to
the member from Vermont, I fhoald mentien, that
Thave but ao imperfe&t recolledtion of the con-
verfation. | feltirritated at it, though afterwards
1 felt afbamed that | fhould be irritated by what
he had faid. Mr. Dana memioned fome converfa-
tion be had had with his colleague and Mr. Brooks
on the {ubject of the previous converfation between

them and My. Lyon. : ;

Mr. Dana’in reply to a queftion from Mr, Har-
per gave the following account of the manuer in
which the indignity was offered bhis colleague.

I witnefled it. 1 was looking in my colleague’s
face and marked him particularly, tor 1 felt par-
ticolarly interefled. He turned his “eye towards
the member from Vermant : drew back bis righe
are ; hiscountevance changed, apd now exprel-
Sed to my fatisfution, that be recolledted where
he was ; bis hand then came op withbis handker-
chict and wiped bis face. I lept to hime, and
lvid my hand on bis arm, faying, this wafl be con-
fidered of ; the member from New- York threw in
his cantionary hiot. | propaofed that we fhould
leave the houle, I believe he faid yes, and we
went out,

Air. Coit's teflimony.—1 was mot prefent when
the act took pluce.  Hefore it took place | was pal-
fing from wy fest out of the bar where Mr. Lyon
was flanding. He was addvefling & kind of rant-
ing, braggart converfarion refpectiog the fate of
Connecticut 1owards the Spesker, Whether [ had
noticed the conver{ation befere | left my feat | do
not recollelt, My recolleétion is probably the
more imperfec® on this fubje®, from the circum.
flance, that | had heard a fimilar couverfation from
Mr. Lyon a little while before at ane of the fre
places, hetore the houfe formed, As | was paf-
g, or before | lefe my feat, fome obiervation
was sidrelrd particularly ro me, with sllefion to
the fubject of the converfution, either by the Spes-
ker or Mr, Lyon. Mr. Lyos at the time was fla:
g fome comparative view of the pumber of votes
piven lor members in Connelticut and the number
gisew lor himielf in the flate of Vermont. This
Jed e to pot (ome queftionsto Mr. Lyon, refpeft-
ing kis kpowl ine of the mode of \‘nlil‘ll mn Con-
neftwut | e an{wer not lu-i'mg to any thirg in-
werelling | pelicd oa 10 the fuuth partof the Houfe,
| recollect an rnﬂw‘, my Co ”rn‘u" Mr. Grifweold
wes fitring in the Test occopied Sy Nr. Harper
or Randing behind i, | recelle® mothrog for-
ther,

%o lyonafied mlether when be was ml ‘hi M
com ;s1ative llatemnent of the votes given for mem.
bere of (Comgrefs in Conneicut and Vermont be
did no* jsftify it by ebferving ;| 1Y at aboat tie (3me
namber of votes were ghven 1o the former Nate for
feven mesbers, a8 were given inbis own difliict s
lone ia Vermont.

A. leannot recolle@ the particalars.

M. Harper shad what was the woor of the
comverfation alladed to by the witnefs, an Mt
heard beforr the hoofe formed

A ) mantioned thele terms ranting and braggart,
not with & view to (sy sny thing sscomfortable to
the member from Vermont ¢ was | 4 1o do
thir ] theuld not do it bere - Pot | afed the serma
only in my owa joltitc ™y Mih—gvim n
ot remenibering more of the converfition thae
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