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Sl’E}:’.l.,'I{
OF

Hon~ALFRED M. SCALES,
OF NORTH CAROLINA,

ON THE

RANSHER

OF THE INDIAN BUREAU FROM

THE ISTERIOR TO THE WAR DIZT'.&RT--

MENT, AND ON THE REDUCTION

OF THE PRESIDENT'S § ALARY,

A% PHOPOSED IN

THE

LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JU-

PIcIAL .\I PROTETATION BILL FOR THE

YEAR ENDING JUNE ,"._u: ]_-.:";"

DELIVERED IN THE

lines solid |

hfe, who are selécted by the different

| religious bodies and nominated by them |

'to the President, who upon such nom-
[tmtwn makes the appoimtment.

| The agencies are divided among and |
assigned to the different religious bod-
|ies, and thi# division and assignment |

\are recognized and accepted by them |schools, they must have teachers and

all, with the distinet understanding, to |

'which custom has given all sanctions
|of law, that each churchis to have sole
‘control of its own agency. Thus we
have in the Indian Territory sectarian
'agencies filled by sectarian agents. To
\illustrate, a vacancy occurs in an agen- |
ey. 'I'hc particular sect to which it
'has been assigned is notified that they
must make a nomination and upon this
rnomination the President appoints,
:No other seet can or will be heard as
'to this appointment. There may be |
‘and doubtless are thousands without |
the pale of that church who are as well
(and in many respects better qualified
but that will have no weight in deter- |
| mining the appointment.
'must be recommended by that church |
and through him and with the money '
| furnished by the Government this par.

The agent '

ticular sect or church carries tleir mis. |
pluumv operations among the Indians |
'at this point.! ;

. To prove this 1 quote the lumu.nci

af the Commissioner on Indian Affaivs

'on page 23 of his report for the year

| Christian religion ;

» |and energy,

' this upon the churches.
' they

| dians is intrusted to agents from civil 'this may be, it is no answer to the ob- vood such as irom
' BLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY |

|jection we have stated.

| Now, sir, I would not be undm'stomi
‘as underestimating the value and im-
portance of the services rendered by
'these different religious bodies in the
'efforte of the Government to civilize
the savage races. They must have

preachers, and they must be taught the
and to have this
| efficiently and faithfully done we must
in a great degree rely upon the noble
and self-sacrificing men and women
who, taking their lives in their hands,
' with no reward or hope of reward here,
'go out as missionaries of the Gospel
among the Indians. But I would give

all' the largest liberty ; I would open-

wide every door of access into that
country and shut it to none. I would
have the Government oive its counte-
nance and protection to all, and leave
the results to their own faithfulness
to the truth, and to God.

But there is another objection to
this, and that is the partisan character
of the appointments. I do not charge
I doubt not
would have it different ; but the
faithful and active partisan must have
his reward, and offices in the gift of the
administration in power have been and
will be filled by its own zealous adhe-
|rents. I know, sir, this has been de-
nied; but from information 1 have

HOUSE OF REPRESE \l ATIVEs | 1879, After saying that no desire for lon the subject I apprehend upon an

Marcu 23, 1870
The. Hanse, Ten ;_( 111
the Whble on the stade of the U Illn]l.

and having under consideration the bill |
{ Il. l\. -'u. ._»H ]'I i.j.n_ll.!_: upy nnplla
tions tod the L ‘_{i.-.i‘llixl'. \ )\I"!.'H[i\l‘, and
Judicial expenses of the Government for
the June 30, 1877, and
for the other purposes

vear ending

Mr. SCALES said:

Mr: (‘mainmax: This debate has
taken a wide range. Since the bill |
came bdfore the committee for its con-

suderation we have had speeches and

dissertations conceivable |

upon every
subject connecte «d with the Union and

wll 1t varied and diversified intrests.

I ]lrn]n'vm} in the time allotted to me 10}

cluim the attention of the House to
several of the bill itself. The
Appropriations are dos
ing & good work in rt_-lrf‘n}:hment and
reform,

clauses

C‘ommuttee on

and deserve the countenance

apd support of all who faver an eco-
and honest adninistration of
the
party.

Government, without regard to

In the Military Academy bill,
priation bill; and in the fortification
bill, the only three passed up to this
time, they have saved on the same ap-
S ‘"’11; 50,
In the legislative, exceutive, und Jlldl-

propriations of last year 1,288

cial appropriation bill; now under con:

sideration, they propose {o reduce the

expenditures of last year %5 724 417 39,
which will be a reduction of the esti,
mates this year to the amount of 87,~

826,400.86. Now, sir, this proposi-

tion deserves our serious attention, and
I trust willin the main rececive a cor-
both in this House and

The

in the Senate. test can now be

¢hurch propagation on the part of any |;
 religious denomination, with oneexeep- | J

'thl‘ purposes of the Government, he

‘adds this e MQUAZE :
|
At the seve 1.!.1 agencies assigmed to 1

the ¢ure of the Uatholies no restriction
has Leen 1mn‘cd upon their ~\-lun and |
| methods of education, and no other re
| ligious body, so far as I am aware
lin any way
(L regret

', has
attempted to interfere.
to say this 1s not true, so f'u
as the Catholics are concerned, of some 'l
(of the agencies assigned to other relis |
"giull:i bodies.
| If more proof were needed it can be
| found, I apprehend, in the evidence of
lall the religious denominations, that in
the agencies assigned to them they ex-
| pect no interference, and any effort in
| that way by others is regarded as an
upon their rights, andit is
subject of complaint.

Now, sir, the Constitution declares
that no religious tests shall e

intrusion
made the

ver be red
‘quired as a qualification to any office
or public trust under the United States,
and Congress shall pass no law respect.
ing an establishment of religion or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof.

In this system thie Constitution is vi-
olated in spirit and letter. This is a
Goverment office, a publie trust provi-
ded for by law, and it is filled, not
from the people, but from a sect, which
is to have exclusive charge of the agen-

cy. The body may act conscicntiously,
and doubtless do so far as they can,
but it will be seen that however clse

qualified it is essential that the reli-

gious opinions of the agent wust a(\urd
-with the body appointing hLim and |
whose missionary work among the In- |
dians he has in charge.

Here, then,

investigation it will be found that few.
if any,- agents are appointed who are

Committee of {tion, has in any way interfered with [ not in political accord with the party
'in power ;

and it is too often the case

| that when the man is found who will

bear the testin religion and polities,
| he unites in Limself all the gualities
| essential to secure the agency. Itis |
unjust and bad enough to turn the
poor, untutored Indian over to the
sole controlof a sectarian body, but it
i1s a wrong which amounts to a
to turn

a cr Iult'
Lim over soul and body to a
sectarian and political zealot and bigot.

From such a source, unfaithful par-
tisan agents, spring all or most of the
ills to which Indian flesh is heir, and
hence on every side we hear of the rob-
bery and plunder, suffering and star-
vation, ot the Indian. Tlns brings us
to consider the fraud and corruption of
the present system. Under a joint
resolution of Congress adopted March
3. 1865, a committee of both Houses
was appeinted, consisting of Doolittle,

Foster, Ross, Nesmith, Higby, Wix- |

poyM, and Hubbard, names well and
most of them favorably known to the |
country, whose duty it was to inquire |
into the condition of the Indian tribes, |
and their treatment by the ecivil and '
military - authorities of the United
States,. Of this committee Senator
Doolittle was chairman and made the
report. Among the papers accom-
pahyin;__r this report I find a subreport
from Hon. J. W. Nesmith one of the
commlttee to the chairman, from which

[ beg leave to read:

Another great cause of complaint is
the worthless quality of the goods which

are bought in the Atlantic States and
sent out for distribution among them.

made as to the sincerity of the profes- ll-‘l a religious test of office distinctly, l There is a great fault somewhere, either
"sions in the way of retrenehment and ! squa.re]\ and ‘onﬁ)ssedl\ made. *xb‘““! I‘*'“ the part of the agents who lll.tl-u.: tlﬁ‘

u'fnnn.

To enable the committee to reach |

these coneclusions and recommend so

large a reduction in this bill it was

necessary to transfer the Indian Bureau | and not only expected, but encouraged | with

from the Interior to the War Depart-
ment, -.'l"his is a question- of the grav.
est importance both to the country and
to the Indian, who is directly to be af-
fected by it. The Committee on Indian

Affairs have given this subject much

consideration, and they have sought for |
and obtained tlne opinions of men, both
soldiers and civilians, of the largest ex-
perience and the maturest judgment in

o1l matters pertaining to the solution

of the Indian question, which all admit |

is most important and difficult. These
gentlemen have differed much in their
but, after weighing the
whole together with much solicitude
and care, the majority of the committee
Jiave reached the conclusion that the
trunsfer is demanded by the best inter-
¢st alike of the Indian and the Govern-
meut,  Under the present system the
businegs of feeding, clothing, educatmg
vilizing, ‘and christianizing the-In-

opinions ;

*llu. Indians at this point must and |
will be taught the peculiar tenets and
| doctrines of the religious body to whom |
i it has been assigned. This is expected, |

|
as’ can be abundautly shown by the |
reports of the commissioners and by |

purchases in the eastern market, or on
the part of the merchants or cr-*m:w
| tors who supply the goods. From the
personal inspection which I have given
those s:ooda, and on comparing tlu i
the invoices, 1 am thoroughly
convinced that the contractors are
| guilty of the most outrageous and sys.
| tematic swindling and rohber\' Their

EI.DV Wd au the lt‘hglOUb b\)lllt.‘b d.lem' | ACIS Ccan be proln_bflv chamt’erlz, d b‘
selves. - At this point, the Government | no other terms. There is evidence also
establishes one religion to the exclusion | that. the persons employed in the De.

mirrors,

been

from San Franciseo to 'ed. muwhomp‘dﬂﬂm

gnnleta. Jew's-harps, hairil, finger- Salem at a costef about $75 per ton, |find themseclves removed withoutan

rings, and, in one mwhichmmeun-‘a.ndmw the most economical u; to

der my observation, forty dozen pairs

get them to destination will

'q;m\ortumty to divert attention freq

b- | their own unworthiness professions
of elast:cguternwmmt out to a ablybetdlhqfthémb-rktoBm ran- tofparty hy

tribe in which there was not a single
pair of stockings. Agent Wilbur, in
charge of the Yakama reservation, ina
report upon this subject, says:

“The goods furnished from the At-
lantic States have heen of an inferior
quality, often damaged, and sometimes
short in quantity. Of the first invoice
‘of annuity goods received here there
was a large number of blankets short ;

of other goods which arrived here in
1362 there was a deficiency of fourteen
pairs of blankets, twenty.one yards of
clhecks and stripes, and six pairs of
brogans, besides twenty-five pairs of
blankets rat-eaten to that extent that
they were considered worthless. Thirty
seven pairs of pants and twenty-two
coats, on opening the case, were found
to be wet and completely rotten. The
woolen goods sent out have been al-
most universally worthless; clothes
made up for the schools from annuity
goods, many of them, were not worth
the making. ‘The same might be truth-
fully said in regard to the quality of
hoes, axes, pitchforks, and shovels,
many of which were not worth the
transportation from Dalles, Oregon, to
this place, a distance of seventy-five
miles. The calico has been of a very
inferior quality. One would suppose
that the sentiment prevailed where snch
ooods were purchased that they were
for the Indians, and no matter about

the quality or quantity.”

Here we have Jew's-harps. Very
well, let them have Jew's-harps. It is
said music hath charms to soothe the
'savagze breast, and 1 will not object to
music. too, we have hair-oil,
[laughter, | and finger-rings. and, among
other things, forty thousand pairs of
garters. [Great laughter.]—
\What advance in civilization does this
demonstrate 72 It would seem in all the
ornawments of the person and conven-
iences of dress they

i Iu!‘(,‘,

Tzt
Cillalic

peint inwhich they equal if not surpass

our own fnir daughters. Fearing some

ol my bachelor .rumda— may not under-

stand this, I will tell them that when |

they sedt these forty thousand pairs of
elastic garters they were just about as
if they
shoe-strings and no shoes, or a lot of
linchpins without wheels ;
these forty thousand pairs of garters |
‘not a single pair of stockings was sent. |
[Launghter.] My friend suggests that
the garters ought to be used to hang
the parties who perpetrated so gross a
fraud. In that I agree with him, and |
‘10 doubt =0 will the House.

Then azain, sir, at that time there

useful as

have reached a |

had sent so mauy |

for with all |it

cisco again at like vost, and themce di |
rect to—Siletz at-a-cost of Kbout $16 |
per ton. The omly other alternative
A8 %o them on

pack-mules

..?'.‘

So thoroughly were the “commis-

sioners impressed with the ﬁ ﬁ

corruption in this Bureau

transport
from Salem to Siletz, which probably jrecommended that all the offices of

will not cost less than $100 per ton. |
In regard to the gnality gand smta.b!c
‘mess of the goods slupp«?nxt has ge

erally been such as could have been anu-
cipgted whene the purchaser was entire |
ly unacquanted with the countcy or |
the Indians who inhabit it, and there
has uniformly been an Llhzu‘u"nb]e
discrepancy between the invoices and |
the articles actually shipped. 1 shall
not swell this letter to the inordinate

length necessary to point out all these |

failures or swindles, but a few of the
most glaring must suffice.

Merrimac prints are named in the in-
voices of both years., This; as is well
known, i= the most costly sart of calico,
and the prices paid have corresponded
'with the invoice quality, but not a vard |

of Merrimae ealico has ever been put i |

the package ; on the coutrary, the arti-

cle shipped has always been of a very in- |

ferior guality, such as can be bought for
25 or 30 per ccnt. less than the Merrimac, |
qand is worth to the Indians, who are exs
pected to consume it, less than half. The
article shipped
light and inferior artiele of commou drill-

ing. A considerable part of the thread
sent ont was rotten and uttérly worth- |
less. The needles, the buttons, the fish-

hooks and line
description,
the Indians. Spoons
 brought to give nearly half a dozen to
every one of the tribe, and they were so
‘worthless that the Indians génerally re-

| fused to carry them away after they were "

given out. Fancy mirrors, costing 85
per dozen, were sent ; they proved to be |
little looking-glasses about two inches
in diameter. and worth absolutely uoth-
ine to the Im‘tlnm A lot of gteel weed- |
ing-hoes; handled. proved to be little af-
fairs,
cate lady,
for use at all. Seissors and shearsin in-
ordinate quantity and utterly \\urthh-a-s
Jin qunality were sent, Ti inware, packed
in roomy. exses, until the
in excess of value, Frying-pans of thin |
sheet-iron utterly w orthless, and so 1 8-
| teemed by the -Indians, In short.

entire purchases show either ignorance
of the Indians® wants or degly ':n d 1o de-
fraund them.

Again, on the next page of the re- |
port, we find the following:

Huntingdon’s requisitions of the 24th
of September, 1863, were in the Depart-
ment at Washington when the purchases
of 1864 were made. and by Peference to
Huntingdon's schedule, w hich 1 append,

will be sc¢en that Messes. Dole and
Gordon had as little comprehension of
| the requisition as they had rogard for the
law of Congress, which they were palpa-
| bly violating. Huntingaon asked for
“small steel pluuu-h-." and. they sent
 him **fancy inirrors ;7 he asked for
| ness for puult <,"" and they sent him
| ing-pans’” and knirtinr'-mmdlr— " he ask-
NI for “taxes and grain evadles,” and

| they responded \\uh “*scissofs and iron
spoons.”’

fry-

Thus it will be seenfrom this report that

was a law that thereafter no goods 'there had been frauds in quality, frands

'should be purchased by the Indian De- |
partizent or its agents, -for any tribe, |
leuept upon the written requisition of |
‘the superintendent in charge of the
tribe.

then Commissioner of Indian Affairs,

William P. Dole, in spite of that law '

staring him-in the face, made requisi-
tions. not one of which had been rec-
ommended or prescribed by agents in
charge of the tribes, as the law required.
In that same report I find the follow-
inz, showing the frauds in the trans.
portation as well as in the goeds:

The time and magner in which the
goods have been shipped have been most
‘unfortunately chosen. The goods of
1863 were not only shipped by the |
costly isthmus route, but they were
subject to exorbitant charge for pack-
ing, dravage, &e., (for detail of which
see cO miparative schedule, marked G,)
and the bulky nature of some of the
articles was such as to wake the freight
a great deal more than the value of tho
Handled axe=. hatch-
ts, pitchforks, garden-hoes, &c.,
packed in huge pime boxes, to be trans- |
ported over the route from Baltimore

goods delivered.

This law was violated, and the |

an act nfl.‘ung:‘---_-- colisist

in guantity, frauds in price; that there
had been frauds inthe pur(ha«' fraudzin

| the seller, frauds in the agent. frands in |

the ruperintendeunt,
at the post, frauds
route selected, and in the number of
miles, and last though not least, fraud
drongly suspected if not absolutely
| proved in the Indian Commissioner, with-
'in two steps of the Whiie House itself,
But 1
pected, no one believed, no oné even In-
timated, that the oceupants the

White House between 15302 and 15691
knew

frands in the trader
in the carrier in the

‘ll

of or had any connection with
these frauds or anv other. No, sir, it is !
b1-t simple justice to them to say that
they

were not ouly honest but were
above suspicion. There was aring then |
| as now, and it permeated the whole Ba-

rean with all its conneetions and agencies,

Again, sir, in 1868 a peace eommission
was appointed by the President, under
iz of Gener-
Hamey, Terry, Augnr and
Let us hear what they say after
investigation as to the agents and men
in the serviee of the Yndian Barean :

als Shernoan,
others,

as cotton duaek was of a |

s were of the most inferior |
and of very litttle value to |
enough  were |

intendes for the use of some deli- |
if indecd they were intended |

frei; rht was far |

“‘har- |

desire to =ay here thatl no one sus- |

|the agents, special agents, and supes-
lintemlenu should be wvagaged; and
" |the only criticism I would make i qpon
‘this recommendation is that it was
inot as extensive as the facts demand.
:cd. It should have included all ofi-
cers in the service of the Bureau.
This report came from men who op-
‘posed a transfer at that time of the
Indian Bureau to the War Depart.
jment, and is therefore entitled to
| greater weight. Later in that vear,
after further investigation, they had a
| subsequent meeting and they changed
their minds, and recommended by
lroso]utmn that the transfer be made.
Bat it will be said by the opponents
|of this measure that all this took place
| before the present system of nomina-
|t|ou by religious bodies had been in-
I have already shown
' that from the nature ol the case this

| augurated.

 cliange is not and cannot be a remedy ;
{and in this opinion I am conclusively
| sustained by the facts.

In the spring of 1875 Professor
l.\{:u'sh. of Yale Scientific School, New
Haven, Connecticut, a gentleman of
' high character as a scholar and as a
lm an, visited Red Cloud agency on a
| scientific mission, and while there he
| came into possession of facts which
showed frauds as he believed in the
| agents and the contractors. These
| facts with others aflterward obtained

led him to charge fraud not only at
the agencies, but thsat these frauds
\were winked at by the Secretary of
|thc Interior and the Commissioner of
| Indian Affairs. lere we get in one
(step of the White House; from the
last step God grant that the nation
may ever, in accordance with trath
\and justice, be spared.

| A commission was appointed, and
lupon it was placed a gentleman of
| high character and distinetion, now
'on this floor, from West Virginia. He
can correct me if T am wrong. By
| their recommendation the agent and
the inspecter, nominated by areligious
body, were both removed from office
and two contractors forever excluded
from any further contracts with the
Government. They made no recom-
mendation as to the Commissioner or
the Secretary of the Interior.

But these high oflicers came out of
the transaction badly dsmaged in rep-
utation ; dark suspicion with its horrid
front and threatening aspects con:
fronted them at every step, rumorws
were afloat in the atmosphere all
around them, public confidence was
shocked. The storin lowered, the
| muttering of the thunder was heard,
(and ere it Lreaks in all its fury upon
| their devoted heads they step down

and out with certificates of good char-
| acter in their pockets from the W hits
House. Add to all this sworn testi.
| mony recently taken, and the conclu.
inevitable that the ring vet
|exists in all its power and has aade
| fearful inroads upon the Treasury of
'the country. That there are honoras
r ble exceptions among the officers and
\emplnveu of this Buresa Lthankfally
aud cheerfully comcede, and among
them 1 would nmne the preseet Com.

| sion is

were |

The records are ashundant to show | missioner, who has been in office but
that agents have pocketed the funds |a short time, and the board of coms
appropriated by the Government ‘”“l |nnunonera. against whom I have not

lof all others.~ The poor Indmu,“ho“'aﬂment to make the purchases are ac-
+has been robbed of his lands, swindled |
out of his annuities, must now take
|such religion as the Government sends
him. He can have no choice, and 1s
inot even allowed to hear any other
gospel except such as his agent may

complices in these crimes. I have ex
amined invoices of pnrchnses made by
the Department or its agents in eastern
cities, where the prices charged were
from 50 to 100 per cent. above the

an examination of the goods I Lave

profess. The Mohammedan in his
conquests to propagate the religion of
his prophet says, in his intolerance,
“Death or the Koran.” We, in

found them, as a general thing, worth-
less and deficient in qnantitv Among
f|them were ‘“steel spades,”’ made of
sheet-iron; ‘‘chopping axes” which
were purely castiron ; ““best brogans,™
with paper soles; “blanket,” made of

Christianizing the Indians, say to them,
““Take the religion we send or nothing.”
It may be said that these agencies are
equally divided and mo preference. is
shown to one church or another. . Iam
not advised as to the basis upon which

shoddy and glue, which came to shreds
the first time they were wet, &c.

But the folly or wrong of these pur-
chases, made by dishonest agents from
dishonest contractors, does not cease
here. Many articles are

purchased
which would be utterly useless to the

market value of good articles. Upon

driven the Indians to starvation.
'cmmut. be doubted that Indian wars )
have originated from this cause. The
Sioux war in Minnesota is supposed |
to have been produced in this way.
For a long time these officers have |
been selected from partisan ranks, |
not so much on accoant of honesty or |
qualification as for devotion to party
| interests and their willingness to ap-
| ply the money of the Indians to pre-
mate the selfish schewmes of local poli-
|ticians. We do not doubt that some
such men may be in the service of the

and New York to Warm Springs and |
Umatilla. The transportion of the
bulky wooden handles was five times |
the value of the articles, handle and
all, after delivery, while the Indians
would have thought it no hardship to
have made the handles themselves out
of the timber which grows upon their
own reservation.

The purchases of 1864 were all ship-
ped via Cape Horn and San Francisco
to Salem. Salem wasthe proper dec
tination of no part of the goods. Your
familiar acquaintance with the couuntry
emables you to see at once the absnrd- | Burean now ; and this leads us to sug-
nvofahqpmggood:lmnndfor“’m'gﬂﬂat(ﬁm an act fixing
Springs or Umatilla up the Willisinette | & day (uot Iater than Ulelntd' Febru.
River to Salem, thence down the river ary, lﬁ:wmp of all
to Portland agaiv, toward their final péria N
destination. The goods designéd for |agents shall be vacsted
Silets agency afford a still more marked ' sous as have. ves comn-

W
this .division is 'made; but however 'Indians if-theif quality was ever 80 instance of mismanagement. Theyhave | petenman® (Eh&Pmay be re-appoint- | 4

' heard even so much as an intimation ;
but in spite of them the ring exists’
jand its crushing weight felt and
‘shared by both the lndz.umd“
| people.

| Butlmmetjmlnm,ulthii
| the committee, with this idea : G rant:
ing all you say in view of the récent
developments of frand and pecalation
in the Wiar Department,: wihat ~wilk
you gainm by the transfer im this rel
spect? 1 acknowledge the force of
this argument, mud at; tames ¥ 'feel it
s almest o1 oaufess

o Ve wu
- - - -




