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He urges that the bill is another step, of
rather stride, towardsjoentralization, and
the concensration of alllegislative powers

ERCIAL. |

the tendency of the bill must be to re-
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: =‘§ is iﬁpmgiblq .that such convulsions
should take place in a state, as bave re-
cently shaken our government, without
effecting great changes in the organic law.
We do. oot allude to such changes as have
been made in the constitution of the

. United States, by the addition of new ar.

‘o

|
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"/ ticles to that instrument in the manner

™

[ preseribed by the fundamental law itself,
and which must, very properly, be re-
garded as the necessary and legitimate
‘results of the success of one party in the
“state, and the failure of the other, in a
great civil war; we speak of the changes
which haye taken place in the construc-
tion of that instrument, and by means of
Diw meanings attached to the old words.

" That written copstitutions—parchment
bonds—have any appreciable force in re-
straining & factious majority 1n the posses-
sion of political power; i¥ an assertiod

» lich yet needs demonstration in political
/;;:t.ory.‘ Munkind are so frail—their
kuowledge so vague—their faculties so
limited—that their ideas and conceptious

- 3 things are vecessarily ill defined and
indistinet ; but ‘when those ideas and con-~
ceptions come to be embodied in the
flubtuating medium of language; and

" combined in a written constitution, it
-~ ?oﬁk{ be miraculous if that constitution
- were not liable to misapprehension and
capable of miscopstruttion. From the

; .initiative of the govérnment of the Uni«
: jed States there have been two classcs of

* -politicians in our midst; the one con-
struing the constitution so freely and

loosely, that.all power was likely to be

absorbed by the central government ; the
ddnger to !e apprehended from their rule
was centralization and the destruction of
our federal system, by a central legisla-
© tive despotism, usurping all the powers ot
the goverument. The other class, in its
opposition 'to encroachments upon the
. rights of the etates and of the people, ob-
»tained the control ?f affairs early in the
- history of our cophtry, and culminated in
_the nnsucpequl effort upon the part/ of
eleven of the states to withdraw from the
general government.” The reaction which
has taken place in the nation, upon - the
failure of that attempt, against the prin-
ciples of those concerned in it, is terrible,
and seems Iikely to destmy the . govern-
ment framed by the fathers of the repub.
lic, by driving the dominant majority into
the 'opposite’ extreme of centralization.
Its last official consummation is to be
found in a bill, passed by overwhelming
majorities in both houses of Congress, en-
titled «“ Xn Act to protect all persons in
the United States in their ocivil rights,
and farnish the means of their vindica-
tion,” which was vetoed by President
Johwson, on the 27th of March last.
. This veto we published yesterday.

. —~The future is to determine whether the

| a::ular, majorities at home will sustain

«  their representatives in the enactment
of such laws as the one in question. It

is by no _menﬁ‘gert.ain that they will
not be sustained. The avowed object of
the act is to reap the harvest, and to
secure for the nation, at large, the fruits
which ought to be derived from the suc-
cessful issue of the recent war. And it

is a melancholy reflection for human |

nature, bow easily and completely even
_the most intelligent classes of even the
most intelligent people may sometimes
be imposed upon.’ There seems some
inherent proneness in mankind, when
once the pupular mind has been bent in
a particular direction, to great national
delusions, The same men whom we
find, as individuals, watchful and wary,
not readily trusting professions, nor
_often misled by appearances, as a body,
will often. swallow, o;en-monthed, the
most glaring absurdities and contradic-
tions; and the press, which ought to be
the detector of such delusions, will often
stoop to be their instrument,
President Johnson recognizes the
_ " binding force of the provisions of the
' fundamental Jaw,.and interposes by his
veto to save the Comstitution ; but in the
gloom which envelopes us, the preser-
~ vation of our federative system seems to
- depend upen the character and condugt
" of a single man. Herecognizes the fact,

that its foundations are laid on ancient|I

~ and free institutions, which, good from
_ the iug may go on gradually improving,
and wl.n?h alone, among all others, gince
the origin of - eivil society, seem at all

- likely to selve the great problem of how
to combine the greatest: security to
property with the greatest freedom of ace
_tion. But he tells us if such scts as the
one before him become laws, they will
amount to an absorption and assumption
of power by the general government,
which; if acquiesced in, must sap and
destroy our federative system of limited:
powers, and bresk down the barriers
‘which preserve the rights of the States.

puscifate the spirit of rebellion, and to
arrest the progress of those influences
which are more closely drawing around
the States the bonds of union and peace.
We propose hereafter to enter™ more
fully npon the consideration of this bill,
and the objections to it, urged in the
President’s veto message with so much
force and nbilitfqupeohlly if the bill
should become a Taw in eonsequence of
its passage by the requisite majority over |
his veto-—as at present seéems more than :
probable. But what we wish to point|
out now is, that there can no longer be a
question “but that there is a_direct and
.uns;oidable issue ariived at between the
President and .the controlling majority of
Congress, which cannot be shunned por
explained away—an issue of principle—
an issue in which, according to ‘_he_Presi-
dent’s own statement, is involved the
very existence of -the government. He
is engaged in no child’s play. In this
conflict there will be blows to take as well
as blows to give. He has thrown him-
self into the *“imminent deadly breach,”
not for the sake of the South or of the
North, but id pursuance,of ¢ kis sense of
duty to the whole people, and his obliga-

States,”

may o¥ail him, heo is entitled to and
ought to receive the moral suppost of our
fullest commendation.
~ . _.

Al;OLOGETIc.——The appearance of our
paper yesterday was very little to our
taste, Our professional friends know
the difficulties of “starting a paper,”

tions to.the Constitution of the Umiteq|
He nceds hélp i his perilous|
position ; -and little as our aid as a State |

Gen. Robert E. Lee Before the
' Recomnstruction Committee.
General R
umined by Mr. Howard:
Q. Where is your present residence?

A. Lexington, Virginia. L |

Q. How long have you resided in Lex-
ington ?

A.
nearly three months. .

Q. Are you acquainted with the state
of feeling among what we eall secession~
ists in Virginia, at present, toward the
government of the United States ?

A. Ido not know that T am I bave
been living very retired, aod bave had
but little communieation with politicians.
I koow nothing more than from wuy ob-
aerv.rai;ion:,lL and from' such ‘facts as have
come to my koowledgé. 1

Q. From your observation, what is
jyour opinion as to the feeling of loyalty
towards the government of the United
States among tho secession portion of the
.people of that state at this time ?

A. So far as has come to my knowl-
edge, ['do not kaow of a single person
who either feels or contemplates any re-
-gistance: to the government of the United
; States, or, indeed, a.y opposition to it.
No word has reached me of either purpose.

Q. From what you bhave jobserved
among them, is it your opinicn that they
are fﬁendly toward the government of
the United States, atd that they will co-
operate to sustain and uphold the govern-
ment for the future ? -

A. 1 believe that they entirely acqui-
esce in the government of th: United
St:aes ; and so far as I have hecard auy
one express an opinion, they are for co-
_operation with Presidént Johnson ig_his
policy. . * » :

Q. In his poliey in regard to what?

A. In his policy in regard to the re-
storation of the whole couutry.' I have
heard persons withewhom I have con-
versed express great coofidenc® in the
wisdom of bis policy of restoration, and
they seem.to look forward to it as a hope
of restoration.

Q. How do they feel in regard to that
portion of the people of the United
States who have been forward and zealous

an. our unprofessional friends will see
hereafter that we can do better: An:
accident to our press caused our issde!
own part led to other drawbacks. Be-
sides, we are working with very few ex-
changes and short of hands.” In a few
days all will work smoothly ‘we trust.
In the meantime our subseription list
exceeds our most sanguine expectations,
and our advertising patronage is ex.

cellent.

e — -
TeLEGRAPHR0O NEWS.—The present
press dispatches are almost worthless, so

much so, that most of the papers of the

in the prosecution of the war agaiust the

rebellion ? . \
A. Well, I do not knmow. 1 have

to bé badly printed, and sickness onour! heard nobody express aoy opinion in re-

gard to i¢, As I said before, I have not
had much communiecation with politicians
in the country, if there are any. KErvery
one seems’to be engaged in his own affairs,
and endecavoriong to restore the civil gov-
ernment of the state. I have heard oo
expression of a sentiment toward any
particular portion of the couotry.

Q. How do the secessionists feel in re-
gard to the payment of the debt of the
United States contracted in the prosecu-
tion of the war? =~

A. I have never hearﬁ\}uy one speak

South have discontinued them, We are
pleased to state, however, that a new
system will shortly be inaugurated under
the auspices of the New York Associated
Press, which_will ‘enable us to lay before
our readers full details of impertant
news from all points, including lengthy
reports of the markets. This system
will be in operation in the course of a
few weeks. In the meantime we must
do the best we cah with the present

system. ! oy

B | m—
Mar or NewBerN.—We are under

on the subject. <I'suppose they must ex-
pect to pay the taxes levied by thg gov.
ernment. I have heard them speak in
reference to the paywent of taxes, and of
their efforts to raisz money to pay the
taxes, which, I suppose, are for their
share of the debt. I have never heard
any one speak in opposition to ' the pay~
ment of taxes or of resistance to their
payment. Their whole effort bas been
to try and raise the ‘money for the pay-
ment of the taxes.

Q. From your koowledge of the state
of public fecling in Virginia, is it your
opinion that the people would, if the

uestion were left to them, repudiate and

obligations to C. A. Nelson & Co., for a!
copy of a very bandsomely executed map
of Newbern, compiled from actual sur-
veys, by Solon W. Allis, executed by
JaZmes Pluoket, of New York. The map
is very creditable to all concerned, Nel-
son & Co have a few for sale, we under-
stand; at the “Red House,” Middle street.

il

Governor Orr, of South Carolina, has
written a letter to a German society in
New York, to induce immigration to
South Carolina. He asserts that the
people of South Larolina are disposed
to welcome immjgrants among them.
By the provisions of the new constitu-
tion adopted last summer, foreigners
who have declared their intention to
‘become citizens of the United States
are permitted to vote two years from
the date of their declaration, and three
years before naturalization. There is
no distinction whatever between natives
?.nd naturalized citizens as to the en-
Joyment of eivil or political rights and
privileges. The governor says the ex-
riment of German immigration to
uth Carolina has been tried with
marked success. In the district of
Pickens, near the Blue Ridge moun-
tains, there is a very flourishing colony
numbering about four thousand souls.
About seventeen years ago a company
purchased some twenty thousand acres
of land, which they divided into small
tracts, and sold to German immigrants.
ese immigrants have greatly im-
proved their lands, and bave been a
very valuable accession to the country.
n the center of this settlement is the
L. T.O'%G llft}iof town ;:f ‘Walhalla, con-
ining aboun teen —
Okarbgue Democrat. PP als.

Mr. O’Flaherty undertook to tell how
many were at the party: “ The two
Crogans was onc, meself was two, Mike
Fion was three, and—and—who the
duce was four? Let me see (counting
his fingers,) the two Crogans was one,
Mike Finn was two, meself was three,
and—bedad, there was four of us, but
8t. Patrick couldn’t tell the name of
the other. ' Now it’s meself that has it.
::l:.hwg'inn w:; one, ltu.l:e two Crogans
)y Mesell was three and—by m
soul, I think there was ﬁt three gf"u{
after all.”

reject that debt !
A. I never beard any one speak on

. that subject, but from my knowledge of

the people, I believe’that they would be
in favor of the payment of all just debts.

Q Do they, in your opinion regard
that asa just debt?

A I do not know what their opinion\

is on the subject of that particular, debt.
I have never heard any opinion expressed,
but I bave never heard any opinion ex-
pressed contrary to it. Indeed, as I said
in the beginning, I have bad very little
discsusion or intercourse with the people.
I believe that the people would pay the
debts they are called upon to pay. Isay
that from my knowledge of the people
generally.
" Q. Would they pay that debt, or their
portion of it, with as much alacrity as
people ordinarily pay their taxes to the
government

A; I do not koow that they would
make any distinction between the two.
The taxes laid by the goverpment, so far
as I know, they are prepared to pay to
the best of their ability. I never heard
them make avy distinction.

Q. What is the feeling of that portion’

of the people of Virginia in regard to the
paymfnt of the so-called Confederate
debt ;

A. I believe, so far as my opinion goes,
(I have no facts to go upon, but. merely
base my opinion on the knowledge I have
of the people), they would be willing to
pay the Confederate debt tov. \

Q. You thnik they would ?

A. I think they would, if they had
the power and ability to do so. I have
never heard any one in the state with
whom I have conversed speak of repudi-
ating any\ debt. ,

Q. Isuy the Confederate debt is
almost entirely valuless, even in the mar-
ket in Virginia ?

A. Entirely, so far as I know. I be-
lieve the people generally look upon it as
lost entirely. I never heard any guestion
on the subject.

Q. Do you recollect the terms of the
Confederate bonds, when they were made
payable? | ‘

A. I think I have a general recollec-
tion that they were made payable six
months after a declaration of peace.

Q. Six months after the ratification of
treaty of ‘

. & :
States and the Confederate government ?

- E. Lee sworn, and ex-| by

that there is peace now, they are not due.

- | ward the freedmen ?
Since the first of October last—|

peace between the United |

a

Y

“A. I think they ran that way.
' Q. Sothatthe bonds are not
vy their own terms ¥

yet due
~ A, I euppose, unless it is comsidered

. Q. How do the people in Virginia—the
secessionjsts, more particularly—feel to-

A.:Every one with whom I associate

expresses kiod feeling wv‘;rd,s the freed-
men. They wish to see them get on in

some occupation for a living, and to turn
their haods to some work. T koow that
efforts have been wade among the farmers
near where I live to induce them to on-
gage for the year at regular wages.
Q. Do you thiok there is a willingness
on the part of their old masters to give
them fair, liviog wages for their labor?
A. I believe it is go. The farmers
euerally prefer those servants who bave
en living with them before. I have
heard them "express their preference for
the med they know—who bad lived with
them before—and their wish to get them
to return to work. :
Q. Are you aware of any combination
among the whites to keep dowan the wages

of the blacks ? : ‘
A. I am not. I have beard thatin

the world, and particularly to take up,

. APRIL 4, i866.

geveral counties.land owners have met in
order to establish a uniform rate of wages;
bat I have never heard, nor do I know of

establish any rate which they did not
think fair. The meaus of paying wages
in Virgioia are very limited now, and
there is a difference of opinion as to how
much each person is able to pay

Q. How do they feel in regard to the
education of the blacks ? g there a gen-
eral willingness,or a general unwillingde-s,

| to have them educated ?

A. Where I am, avd have been, the

aple have exhibited a willingness that
the blacks should be educated, and they
express an opinion that that would be
better for the blacks and beuter for the
whites.
. Q. General, you are very competent to
judge of the capacity of black men for ac~
quiring knowledge. I want your opinion
0. that capacity as compared with the
capacity of white men?

“A. I do not know that Iam particularly
qualified to speak on that subject, as you
seem to intimate ; but I do not think thag
he is as capable of acquiring knowledge as
the white man is. There are some more
apt than others. I have known some to
acquire knowledge and skili in their trade
or profession. 1 have had servants of my
own who learned to read and’ write very
well.

"~ Q. Do they show a capacity to obtain
knowledge of mathematics and the exact
sciences ! :

A. I bave no knowledge on that sub-
jeet. I am merely acquainted with thos:
who have learned the common rudiments
of an education.

Q. General, are you aware of the exis-
tence among the blacks of Virginia—any-
where within the limits of the State—of
combinations having in view the distur-
bance of the peace, or any improper or
unlawful acts ?

A. I am not. I have seen no evidence
of it, and have heard of none. Where-
ever | have been they bave been quiet
and orderly—not disposed to work, or
rather not disposed to any continuous en-

gement to work, but just very short
jobs to provide them with immediate
means of subsistence.

Q. Has the colored race generally as
great a love of money and, property as the
white race possesses ?

A. I do not thigk it has. The blacks
with whom I am acquainted look more to
the present time than to the future.

Q. Does that absence of a lust of money
and property arise from the nature >f the
negro than from his former servile coudi-
tion 7 8

A. Well, it may be in some measure
attributed to his former condition. They
are an amiable, social race. They like
their ease and: comfort, and, I think,
look ‘more to their present than to their
future condition. (

Q 1o the event of a war between the
United States and any foreign power,
sach as Eogland or KFrance, if there
should be beld ovt to the secession portion
of Virginia, or the recently rebel states,
a ffair prospect of gaining their indepen-
dence and shaking off the government of
the United ;States, is’ it or is it not- your
opinion that they would avail themselves
of that opportunity ?

A. Icannot speak with any certainty on
that
might be actuated by their feelings. I
have nothing whatever to base an opinion
ﬂpﬂn. h
nothing of the kind now. What may
happen in the future I cannct say.

Q. Po you not frequently hear i your
intercourse with secessionists in Virginia
expressions of a hope that such a war
may break .out !

. A. I caonot say that 1 have heard it.
On the cootrary I have heard persons (I
do not know whether you call them se-
gessionists or not, 1 mean those people in
Virginia with whom I associate) express
a hope that the couutry may not be led
into a war. -

Q. In such an event, do- you not think
that that class of people, whom I call
aeoegsiomats would join the common ene-
my: : g
 A. It is possible. It depends on the
feelings of the individual.

answer it or not as you choose,) what, in
such sn event, might be your own choice,?
A. I have no disposition now to do i,
and I never have had. .

Q. And you cannot foresee that such
would be your inclination in such an
event?

A. No.

I can only judge from -the

past. I do not know what circumstances

any combination to keep down wages, or .

" interested " in developing their. material

point.~ I do not know how far they |

So far as I know they contemplate |

Q. If it be a fair question, (you may|

i

e —

may produce. I eannot pretend to foresee
eve{nt!.)a. o far as I know the feelings of
the people of Virginia, they wish for
peace. i

Q. During the civil war, was 1t not
contemplated by the goveroment of the
Confederacy to form an alliance with
some foreign nation, if possible ?

A. I believe it was their wish to do so,
if they could. It was their wish to have
the Counfederate government recognized
as an independent government. have
no doubt that if it aould bave made
favorable treaties, it would have dune so.
But I knew nothing of the policy of the
government. ' I had vo hand or part in
it. I merely express my own opinion.

Q. The question I am about to put to
you, you may answer or not as yeu choose.
Did you take an oath of fidelity or aile-
giance to the Confederate government?

A I do not recollect having done so,
‘but it is ible that when I was com-
missioned I did. [ do not' recollect
whether it was required If it was re-
quired I took it, or if it had been required
1 would have taken it; but I do not recol-
lect whe.her it was or not.

By Mr. Blow:

Q. In reference to the effect of Presi-
deut Johnson's policy, if it were adopted,
would there be anything like a retarun of
the ol ! feeling? 1 ask tha% because you
used the cxpression, ‘“‘acquieseing in the
result.” _

A. I believe it would take time for the
feelings of the people to be of that cordial
nature to the government that they were
formerly.

Q. Do you think that their preference
for that policy arises from a desire to
bave peace and good feeling in the
country, or from the probability of their
regaining political power? *,

A. So far as I know the desire of the
people of the South, it is for the restora-

stion of their civil government, 4nd they
look upon the policy of President John~
son as the one which would most clearly
and most surely re-establish is. --

Q. Do you see any change amoug the
poorer classes in Virginia in reference to
industry? Are they as much, or more,

interests thao they were? |

A. I have oot observed any changs.
Every one now has to attend to his busi-
ness for his support.

Q. The poorer classes are geuerally
hard“at work, are they ?

A. So far as I know they are ; I know
nothing to the contrary. |

Q. [s there any differénce in their
relation to the; colored people—is their
prejudice ivcreased. or diminished ?

A. I have noticed no change. So far
as I do kuoow the feelings of all the peo-
ple of Virginia, they are kind to the
colored people. I have never heard any
blame attributed to them as to the present
condition of things, or any responsibility.

.

Q. There are very few colored laborers |

employed, I suppose 1

after some years

were before the rebellion u :
T
t will take & ti .
reach their former .g.l?‘d;,dl.ne If‘:;.&el
: d they '.'m reach it o .
hope, exceed it ; but it canno be-’i' |

diately in my opinion.

Q. It will take a number of yea

A. Lt will takte & nnmber of yeary | s

Q. On_the whole, the "gong itk
‘hingu in Virgiuin 11 hopeful. bﬂtl:lon ‘
gard to its watnal ioterests and y, ;'l e,
ce of the country? Uhury
A. 1 have heard great hope o,
and there is great cheerfuigeﬁ?,f;?‘,‘.
lingpess to labor. O e

Q. Sa that the polic :
Johnson should be as 553 a{lti;?%
that you should also realize 4] :thllt |
expect in the improvement of yoy; 0
interests, do you think that the mﬁ'ﬂ
that will be the gradual restoratio, of S
old feeling ? ‘ :
A. That would be the natury] ,
think, and I see no other way in i
that result can be brought aboy Whig
Q Thereisa fear in the pupjjy .
that the iriends of the policy in th, Son
adopt it because they see in it t,
of regaining the political Position i
they bave lost in the recent coutey
you thiok that that is the muip ig,,
them ; or thas shey merely look gy ;
you say; as the best weans of reﬁ;;i‘
civil governinent, and the peace g4 %
perity of their respective States? ™

A. As to the first poiot you make L4
not know that I have heard any l;ﬁl'm
speak upon it. I never heard the py,
separated. 1 have heard them spegy p,
erally as to the effect of the poﬁc? %
President Johpson. The feeling g g
as 1 kuow, now is, that there is po
equality extcoded to the Sofithiery Rlatey
as is enjoyed by the North.

Q. You do wut feel, down there,
while you accept the Tesult, that w
as generous ay we ought to be under,
circumstances ? :

A. They thiuk that the North can affpq
to be generous. ' 1
Q That is the feeling down hers? '

" A."Yes; and they think it istheb;n
poliey—those who reflect upon themb.
ject, and are able to judge.

Q. I understand it to be your opiviog
that genercsity and liberality towssds
entire South would be the sdrest mamns
gaining their good opinion?

A. Yes, and the speediest.

By Mr. Howard :

Q. I anderstand yeu to say genen
that you had no apprehensionof anyem
bination among the leadirg secossionis
to renew the war, or anything of the kiod

A. I have no reason in the worldt
think 'so. S : ,

Q. Have you heard that subject talks
over among auy of the politicians?

A. No, sir, I have not. I have u
heard that matter even suggested. -

Q. Let me put another hypothetia
state of things: Snppose the Yxecuin

idea iy

A. Those who own! farms have employ-
ed, more or less, one or two. Some are
so poor that they have to work them-
selves. '

Q: Can capitalists and workingmen from
the North go'into any portion of Virginia
with which you are familiar, and go to
work among the people ?

A. I do not kpow anytbhing to prevent
them. Their peace and pleasure there
would depend very much on their conduct.
If they confined themselves to their own
business, and did not interfere to provoke
controversies with their neighbors, I do
not believe they would be molested.

Q. There is no desire to keep out labor
and capital ? °

A. Not that I knowof. On the con-
trary, they are very anxious to get capital
into the state.

Q. You see nothing of a disposition to
prevent such a thing ¢

A. I have seen uothing, and do not
know of anything. As I suid before, the
manoer in which they would be received
would depend entirely upon the individu-
als themselves. They might make them-
selves obnoxious, as you can understand.

"~ By Mr Howard.

Q. Is there not a general dislike of
Northern men among secessionists ?

A. I suppose they would prefer not to
associate with them. 1 do not know that
they would select them as associates.

. Do they avoid and ostracise them
socially ?
- A. They might avoid. them. They
would not select them as associates unless
there was some reason. I do not know
that they would associate with them until
they became acquainted. I think it
probable they would not admit them into
their social circles.

By Mr. Blow:

Q. What is the position of the colored
men in Virgioia with reference to the
persons they work for; do you think they
would prefer to work for Northern men
-or for Southern men ?

A. I think it very probable they would
prefer the Northern man, although I have
no facts to go upon.

Q. That baving been stated very fre-
quently in reference to the cotton states,
does it result from a fear of bad treatmegnt
on the part of the resident population, or
from the idea they will be more fairly
treated by the newcomers? What is your
observation in that respect.in regard to
Virginia ?

A. 1 bave no means of forming an
t‘)}nnion ; 1do not know any such case in

2Virginia‘! I koow of pumbers of the
blacks engaging with their old masters,
and I know of a good many who préfer to
go off and look for new homes; whether
it is from any dislike of, their former
masters or from a desire to change, or
that they feel more free and independent,
I d& n% know.
- Q What is your opinion in re to
the material iu{:mtl of Virginia ;gd::d u
think they will be equal to what

7

Government of the United States sook
be held by a President, who, like M
Buchanan, rejected the right of coerciy
so-called, and suppose-a Congress shou
exist here entertaining the.same politi
opinions, thus presenting to the ¢
rebel States the opportunity to again
cede from the Union ; would they or
in your opinion avail themselves of th
opportunity, or some of them?
A. I suppose it would depend npon
circumstances existing at the time. !
their feeling should remain cmbittes
and their affections alienated from #
rest of the States, I think it very probal
that they might do so, provided t¥
thought it was to their interest.- .
Q. Do you think tha: at the pres
| time there is a deep-seated feeling of
like towards the Governmentof the Unik
States on the part of the masses of.
| secessiouists ? :
A.I dbo not know that there 18
deep-scated dislike I think it is pu
able there may . be some animosity
existing among some of the people at
South. = .
Q. Is there not a deep-seated feeliog
disappointment and chagrin at the 1
| of the war?. ; .
A. I think.that' at the time they vé
disappointed at the result of the war.
Q. Do you mean to be understood]
sayirg that there is not acondition of {
content against the Government of !
United States among the secessiol
generally ? :
{ A. T know_ of none. & \
|- Q. Are you prepared to say that (%
respect the Government of tbe "Ii“l
States and the loyal people of the Lot ‘
States so much at the present time a
perform all' the daties as citizéns of :
United States, and of the States, faithfi
and well? R T
A. T believe that they will perform
tke duties that they are required to P
form, I think that is the general fee
so far as I koow. ey o
Q. Do you think that it lfu_llldr.b"_ '_
ticablo to convict a man in Virgh
treason for having taken part 1D this
bellion against the Government
ginia jury, without packing 1% with &
reference to a verdict of guilty 7 .
\ A. On that point 1 have no know®
and I do not know what they
consider treason against the United
if you mean past acts. |
Mr. Howard. Yes, sir. J
Witness—I have no knowledge.
what their yiews on that sabject™
past are. :
~ Q. You understan
pose a jury was empan
neighborhood, taken by lot, W9 o
practicable to conviet, for instat™
ferson Davis for having levied' ¥
the United States and thus bavi’é
| mitted the erime of treason? 5
A. T think it is very probable 9%,
would not eonmsider he had 0

. 9
my questio’
nelled in J”“"ﬂ
lOt-, wonld.




