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Repablicans, and they are
them now more thoroughly
v than ever befor 13t

¢ Republicans of this State

further than Mr, Grecl +y did
he colorad vote?  Mr. Greeley
witted  wiived  schoo’s  in his
shkeepsie speech, and the News

d Mr. Greeley tor the PPres-
ney.  Two years ago the clegant
neral Beauregard took as strong
iid for the Civil Rights bill as

nner did, and yet the News

Ll not censure General Beauregard.
el !('l'l']i{l.\' (I‘!'“l_'l‘.ll .\\-. l,. l"l”-].l <t
distinguished himself by

iving o beauatiful bouquet

i
from
“colored ladies,” as he Styled
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i very

complimented these
high terms in his
And yet the News
amd social salvation are |t
in the present contest in

What will the News do
th Mr. Greeley, and Generals
und Forrest?

- 1
st

—_— L)
Lt

~ lante,

tH e !}'l}

says, |

| cause in every well
| the funds will be provided to pay the

| for themselves,

What is it the Newsand itsfriends |
il nof do tor the entire colored
vole of this State? e have these
Voles, Mr, News, and you cannot
one of them in one hundred.
e coloraed people know who buat-
lered their bread, and they know
«on which side their bread is

- & >
Demoerats are endeavoring |
the exes of the
them that

<l in
people by telling
e danger in the call of a |
nvention because its action will
~ubmitted to the people Hr rati-
Now even if this should |
done (which is doubtfal) itshould |
be remembered that the act allows
may be qualified by
to vote on the sub-

Lhirow

Hno

wlion,

iy such
the Convention,

as

thercfore, that ithe Con-
vention should only allow such men
as pay poll taxes, or, as is
probable, suppose the proposition
of the Albemarle Register is adopt-
««l allowing only such poor men to
vole as pay a poll tax and allowing
every rich man an additioral vote
for each five handred dollass of pro-
perty upon which he pays taxes.
This would give to the arktocracy
the power of ratifying any Consti-
tution, however infamous which
might be adopted. Rest \ssured,
fellow-citizens, your only safety is
in voting for Republican delegates,
thereby securing an immed ate ad-
Journment and retaining jower in
the hands of the people, vhere it
belongs, In this way only can the
machinations of demagogaes and
political tricksters be defested, the
Llessings of liberty preserwd and
peace and prosperity contimue to be
enjoyed by our citizens.
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Ouestion

election of Judges is conpcmed the
remedy is easy by electing Judg-es on a
gene rul ticket, hut so far as County
Commissioners are coneerned, I do not

| believe that the white people in the West
i nre willing to delegate to the Legisla-
L

ure their right to elect magistrates,

In response to ,.,'”, we lay hefore | |' who shall elect County Commissioners,

our readers the following letter from |

.]ll‘];,:l' owle on

(question :

the Convention

tALETGH, Oct. 2(

Jokn W. Dunhamn :

—In reply to yoar letter asking |
my r-, inion in regard to the ¢ alling ol |
 Convention by the next General As- |

cmbly, for the pmpuw of amending
:!m Constivuation North Carolina, I
have to sav:

That in my opinion a call of a Con-
vention for the purpose indicated would
be unwise, inexpedient and productive

, IST 1.

SIR

ol great harm to the material interests
i the :“..l..‘-.
The defeat of the Conservative party

in 1876 would be a
. That defeat would, in
insured il the proposed

in North Carolina
public calan:ity.

my opinion, b
action is taken.

A very cursory examination of the
l'r-nsl'.lwl--ll and history of North Car-

lina will satisfy the enquirer, that of
Hn two etheds prov ided for amend-
ing the Canstitution, to-wit: the legis-
Iative and conventional, the intention
was, that  tor ordinary times, and
for the correction of ordinary evils, it
was thought wise by our fathers that the
legisiative made should be adopted, and
thiat miode of amendment by the
Convention was only to be resorted to
when the exigency of the oecasion was
extreme, amd was asubstitute in a dem-
ocratic and republican form of govern-
ment for revolution, and was not to be
exercisad uunless the emergency was
Zredd.

We tind accordingly that after the
adoption of the Constitution of 1776,
tl,.-n- was no Convention of the people

Norti Carolina until the year of 1835,

ixcopt the conventions of 17338 and 1734

thie

which were called for the purpose of
ralifving the IPederal Constitution, and
that ~ince that time there has been no
Convention of the people, which has
been called for the purpose of amending
the Constitution, amd has actually done
so until the year 1865,

The Convention whiceh was called in
I8Gl, was for the purpose of taking
North Carolina out of the Union, and
the Convention ot 1866, being called

nnder Presidential Proclamation, and
its conclusions being repudiated Ly the
people, are not to be considered
conneclion,

The policy of the State then being
well settled not to call a Convention of
the people, except upon extraordinary
weasions, is there anything in the po- |
litical condition of the State that will
justify such action at this time?

A very earnest and able advoeate of
the Convention movement, in
L ‘.:t!rfl'l'-»-.::t'.r-r}' from me as to the ne-
a Convention, stated that he

b fv- 1 -
==Ly dug

in this |

| voted lhc

||

}
|

|

reply to

desired o Convention in order that the
{CConstitution should be amended in
three particulars @

1. Reqguiring the Judges of the Supe-
rinr Court to rotate,

2. Disqualifving a person who has

v convicted of an indfkmmous criimue

IO .-._'

1o ing the poll tax to be paid |

ns A qua -..[s ation ol a voter.

and second of
l'(rl‘l.‘~id{.'l':ll}ll_'
that they will

lun regard to the rirst
the=o nendments, af

inguiry I am satistied

1er

mect with buat very little opposition |
from either of the great political parties.

have heard at least two of the Re-
publican Judges express themselves in

favor of the tirst proposed amendment,
and one of them coxpressed it as his
opinion that every member of the Ju-
diciary would give his personal intlu- |
to the ]uupn-ul amendment. As
second, the mere.introduction of
the proposed amendment is all that is
necessar vy 0 secure passage belore
any I ©gislature that can now heelected,
regardless of its political «.'<-1nplcxion
As to the third proposed amendment,
is believed by many persons that its
teet would be to diminish the Repub- |
an vote in the State several thousand |
otes, therchy insuring a Conservative
riumpi.
The prop
my opinion a very
the increased taxation
thus derived would greatly benetit the
Commnion S SLate. But Ido
not believe that the will

endce

to the

its

it
¢
I
48
'y

rioam One, hecause

hools of the

Vvole

| and our people gtauemll\' are well satis-
tied at being rid of the cumbersome and
expensive old County Court system.
But apart fromn all this, it would be a
political blunder to call a Convention.
In 1870, the people of North Carolina
Conservative ticket. Not a
| word was said abont Convention during
the canvass, The Legislature was Con-
| servative by nearly two-thirds majori-
Ly. laknw mls..m!a"e of its mzqorulv
notw llimalmhu" the warnings of many
of our wisest Ie.ulers a bill was passed
submitting the que_x!ihn of (-afling a
Convention to the people. It was de-
leated by more than 9,000 majority.
Buat more than this, of the delegates
elected, & majority, 1 have been inform-
ed by a well pu-ulml friend, were Repub-

| licans,

The people were angry with our party
and charged in many localities that we
could not have carried the election in
1*7*! if our purpose had been avowed.
It was regarded by many of them as a
fraud upon the people. Many members
of the legislature of 1570, who voted
for that bill, would never have been
elected if their constituents had been
aware that they would have done so.

I'n 1572, it insured the defeat of Judge
Merrimon for Governor, and worse
that this, the failureto carry North Car-
olina paralyvzed the opposition to Grant,
and his re-election was due more to the
result in North Carolina in August,

P 1872, than to any other cause,

In 1876, there will be another great
contest for the Presidency.

Pennsylvania, by the change of its
State election from October to Novem-
ber, is no longer the Keystone State.

North Carolina has the doubtiul honor
of being the Keystone State in that con-
troversy. Every effort will be made by
| both parties to carr v the State,

Require the poil tax to be paid in ad-
vance and it will be by many
from bevond the" limits of the State.
Every voter that can be induced to go
to the polls will be carried there. And
if North Carolina falters, we will have
four years more of I{q’;-ltl’liczul rule at
Washington,

The advocates of the Convention in-
sist that although it may be inexpedi-
ent as a party measure, it is right in it-
self. 1t inexpedient, it is because it is
unpopular. If unpopular, it will fail.

| Failure will not benefit, but greatly in-
jure our party.

Besides, there is no
moral question of right or wrong in-
volved, and if inexpedient, it is politi-
cally wrong.

My deliberate Judgment is, that if
this Convention scheme is passed, that
the Republicans who voted with us in

| August last will return to the Republi-

can party, and many Conservatives
will, T fear, accompany them.

Political daring is sometimes the best
policy, but to renew an experiment
which has already proved so disastrous,
would be suicidal.

DANIEL G. F'oOwLE.

In a letter of date Nov. 4th, 1874,
Hon. A. W. Venable in a letter to
the Oxford ZLeader,

It is with deep concern that I ob-
serve the agitation of the Conven-
tion question in our State. * %

There is, however, one wise pro-
vision in our present Constitution—

says:

| the mode in which it can be amend-
| ed—although in practice somewhat

LY 1.-I1u~, of
s amendment itself is in |

that would be |

be mate- | ©

rially diminished by its adoption, be- |

contested election,

poll-tax for such voters as cannot pay
and I will show before
1 get through that our elections in 1876
will necessarily
both of the great political parties,

tut even if I should be mistaken in

be well contested by |

| halls, the

this, the snceess of our party in 1876 is |
| not a good reason for deviating from the |

course of action in
tional amendments, which has
sanctioned by the wisdom of our fore-
fathers, because it would be establish-
ing a precedent for tampering with the
{ onstitution whenever the exigency of
p.tlt\ required it, and Conventions in
\uuh arolina, would become as Ire-
quent as revolutions in Mexico.

In a very able letter, signed by W.
A. Wright, Esq., and five othe v l!l‘-ii?l'
guished geontlemen, dated Oct, 22, INT4,
| the tollowing expression is used :

“suthice il to say then, that in
every one of the many
Constitution
the old Coustitution of our
ditference has been productive of un-
mixed evi.. In ouropinion the sooner
we return to that old Constitution the
better it will be for the people of North
Carolina, observing, of course, the
changes rendered necessary by the war
and its results.
to say here, in order to prevent any
possible mi --underst.am.im‘.:. that we be-
lieve no one contemplates, as no one
ought to contemplate any change in
regard to the *Homestead Excmption,
suve such as will enlarge and render
more secure that wise and
cent provision, We deem it proper
to say also that we believe no one con-
templates, as no one ought to contem-
plate any change in the Constitution |
tending to impair the rights of the col-
ored peoj ple.

To :hH broad assertion we respect- |
fully enter our dissent.

There are several changes in the or-
ganic law, made by the Counvention of
1568, other than the exceptions made by
these gentlemen, whic h, in my opinion,
the people ol North Caroline will not
willingly vield —as for instance:

The electiou of the Judges by the peo-
ple.

The abolition of the County Courls
and the election of County Connnission-
ers by the peuple.

There may be a considerable portion
of our people, particularly in the Eas-
tern section of the State, who would be

lad to see the power taken (rom the
i’hﬂbﬂl negroes to elect Judues sl

almost

varies from

l County Onmmimimmm

So far as the

regard to coustitu- |
heen |

tediuu:, vet in either fixing oral-
tering the fundamental law of a

State great and patient (Iclxbumtlon
should be required.

The present Legislature will have
inita sufficient nm;orltv to submit

' to the people all the amendments
that
| State government to its former sim- |
plie lt\ and efticiency, and thus we |

are necessary to restore

' may get a double expression of the
the people: first from
their representatives and then from
the people themselves.

The great question is: is now the

proper time to raise new issues?

flect that a majority already clected
to the Legislature have the nower
to submit to the people all the
amendments which are necessary.
The various ameudmenis can be
fully discus=¢d in our legislative
people willi Lecome -
miliar with them in all their bear-
ings, and thus be prepared to give
an intelligent vote upon each one.

The agitation wiil be contined to

our ] )

Vhie o . . | TEVISE
This is more obvious when we re- | ™Y

mental l‘u\ nI' no ‘stae should be
tampered with hastily. Let us
quietly reconstruct, and patiently |
consider the evils under which Wel
suffer, and from time to time re
move those evils in a manner which |
the Constitution dictates, and my '
hopes for the future will be greatly
brichtened.

These are the opinions of an old
man, who has not been an inatten-
tive observer of current events, and |
who, feeling a profound interest in |
the \wlftrv of his State, takes the

menis upon a few of thein:
1. The first thing which strikes

instrument which has been so lav-
ishly denounced containing uu
good thing from beginning to end,
ig 2 humble and gruteful acknowl-

is

Almizh v taond, the Sovereign Ruler
of Nation-

us in beginning the perusal of the every
pressly delegated in Ilu-(_'m:slilu-,
Is any express power |

i which

liberty of making those ..uugl..,{l,.“, dependence ulnm ITim. This is a,
to his fellow-citizens. formality hitherto considered un-
- Cneeessary in oour constitutions, buat

not altogether unpleasant to the re-

On the 11th of November, 15714, ; _ .
ligiously disposcid mind.

ITon. Jesse J. Yeates, of Hertford, _ ;
addressed a letter to Major J. W. = Itis followed with a declara-
Dunham on the Convention ques- | Hon that all men are c-r?:zlvcl (‘(-Ill:ll
tion, from which we make the fol- | and endowed with certain unalicn-
lowing extracts : able rights therein specificd.
: ; : well | 90 Next comes a declaration that
“the Stte shall ever remain & mems-
; ber the American
“no right to secede,” and that *all
that U

~ ; However so
distinguished gentlemen may write in
favor of a call of a Cenvention, the peo-
ple are unmhl.llmhiv oppoued to it.

® During the past
summer when our oppounents were
charging upon us a covert desire o get !
pn“ew-axnn of the Legislature and eall a
Convention, 1 heard several of these
new elected members ol the Legislature
pledge the peeple on the stamp that
they would not support such a mcas-
ure, and since the election T have heartl

attempis to dissolve
ought to be resisted.”

. Thisis foliowed by the kindred

parmmount allegiance to the govern-
ent of the United States,” and,

Cmended
noticed by Chief Justice Pearson in |

by experience to avoid nsurpation,

withthold from all the departments 3

power exeept what is ex-
tion. Query.
.m.\'whvn-givﬂn to the Legisiatare
to restrict g Convention ofthae peo-

cdument of the overruling “care of | ple?

13. The vomplete and absolute

4 -.n{] of our Lf()llti”llillg .\'('];;ll‘:l[iull of the I{’;_:"!.-!:lli\'(‘, CXeeu-

tive and judicial powers of the State,
the old Coustitution com- |
bhut never sccured, as is |

The Ntate ledsoe, 'T'o confer
upon the Legislature thé power to
appoint officers and upon Comnty
Courts the administration of the
county finances, is to subvert this

.

Cgreat principle and sacrifice what

Union,” has |

nion |

them declare the same publicly and - Sy e )
privately. They cannot and will not I'he inhibition of the payment
violate them. Nor will it do for our o0 44 Jebt incurred in aid of re-|

arty in the Legisiature to undertake to ) : . .
‘{181“ ‘us the que estion into succeess,  Itis IN'IIIHH, or any claim for the loss or

not a parLy question, and was noal so l'llliilit'i]':“inll of any slave,” which

ade when the candidates were belore - v loa s
:‘l:gdhe(‘)l:lv for election, The wishes and NS resud like i'_.l“!\" to the credi-
sentiments of the people at lmlm must  tors of the State in its present form.
not be caucused away. - . u ey 5 .

Bat 1 am op posed to a call of a Con Phat a person charged with'
vention at this time for nLIu o lm;m:t 1
reasons., The advoeates o a Conven
tion assert that it would be pmm--lin-
of the best intere.i= of the State. T'his
I do not helieve. The peopie

Juil-fees,

e

or necessary
defonce unloess

praN Lo

=Is
'
witiess fews of

el cuilty,

=t{ 1=

criie should not be compelled to  the ignorance or

so evident a I

cupan the

were opposed to a call of the Conven O e _
tion three years uzo, il the Legisla @ Nt ter oF justic el decencey that
ture was in grave clc-nlll ated hesitated oy der that 1t shonid not have
long, but finally wave way to certain | S o
persistent intluences and passed the bill, | been pros led for b fore,
The people voted it dow hy i gority | 7. Linprisomment for debt is abol-
of thousands, and il I i correctis ad- TR
vised, elected ainajority of i“‘i'“"“‘ ansg | ©° 0 . . , .
to the Con\znumn S, The privilege ol the writ of
» 2 ® There nre good reasons liadeas corpus shall not Le suspend-
“h) the people will not sanction a call |
of a Convention at this time. Tt has ! cd.
it three years since they said to G 1rolivione libortyv 1< oxtoe .
een bu | 3 ‘) wvrihrion Lherty 1< eXtend
riglature in emphatic language A . z !
the Leg) : el secured. *No human author-

that they did not now desire a Conve -
tion. And does the Democratic party
propose to call it aguinst the wishes of
the people? 'I'hat would be @ contenipt
for the voice of lln people ‘unl 1ol Lrude
Democracy. * * “ Atthistimethey

control,
of

nmanney
rights

<hould m any
with,

ity

or ¢on-

interfore
seienee,

Brave words for*‘carpet -baggoers,

L8 ]

are tired of revolution and striles ; they " el i
want peace. They feel that they irwe Cadventarers” and Sseiolists U
been all the tune losing ; they e poor 0. *No property qualification

and tired of excitement, and are seeking
rest. For these reasons, the present
timme is not suited to a Convention, ‘Uhe
violence of party spiritis too great.

I am opposed Lo a call of a Convention
without the ln-m-r previously | and me rit,
consulted, and 1 now enter ly protest - g o 0 other
to placing ithe great people’s party in
the attitude ot foreing i Convention
over the will nof thia po ll|l bhoecanse we

ought to attecet the right to
hold office.”
This is & recoguition of manhood

1 nhll'

happen to huve i two-thirds majority ) _ .

Inlli[m Legisiature, It i< manifesia- | deduction of common  sense and |

tion of contempt tor the people. The common justice from the (‘fluallityf
boen o 1||-|1111~-I about

people have not
this question since they
der tones against it [t is tneompatible
with the spirit and pe lllllw of alree peo-
ple and a liberiy-giving Cons=titution,
that the Legis Il.[l.lln Iu-: aitse two-thirds | urged

of right and identity of privilege,
which constitute the basis ideas |
of American liberty. The objection

stk in thun- |

may agree, shu 1l be at hiberty to over- 'Il](ll who have no inferest in the |
turn and revoluationize the government. | ' ;
Two-thirds have the right Lo« alla Con- government to control it,
vention, but the r-;-llil ol our irv]u-:i:uu

#a Ay el il the people el sug- 0L ) o )
e e ol s " in a nation, patriotism is measured |

:_:n-r-'u'tl 11.

- solely by dollars and cents. This

The following are extracts fron 2 jg pot only untrue in point of fact, | ¢,
letter from Llon, Jos. J. Davis, tla- ‘but ressonably and naturally so.
ted Nov. ath, 1374, sl re=sed to
Major John W. Dunban::

¥ o® % 3 FORDH ”‘l-.“l f i‘;‘”\'\“]‘.:‘. than the rich man can have. Like
(llll:il::.llllil:i:lliimrhlr:' :ill u'ul:. on to e | the mite which the widow cast into
semble, ought to eall: Convention to the trensury, the

amernd that ill‘-»ll'l.llllt nt. 1lis

Plia Jnit terest in his country, is his all.

and

expression of

which is afterwards re- |
sections of the in- |

vole or

against it is, that it allows | that one who

This ! himself.

has already been guined.

. The abolition of the distine-
tion between actions at Jaw
suits in equity isa great economic
measure in a modest gnize. A pre-
tence for greater cost and higher
the

oflicers struck out of existence:

risk of loss by « failure to select the

proper court obviated, and thesuitor
is always sureof a judgment estab-
lishing his remedy whether his
right be legal or equitnhle,

5. The abolition of the
netions is the greatest =afi
law has evergiven the st

forms of
L] the

legal  praetitioner. No man can

. ' |
now be thrown oat of court beecause

his counsel has failed to distinzuish
between frover and assumpsil,  The
form ol action now
anel the suitor will obtain judgment
cause ol action set forth in
his complaint whetber it be that for
azks or Under this

13

which he not.

=ystem the courts administer justice |

—hoth law and cquity-—without
regard to form but substantially and |
fully.

16, The abolition of
sues is calcalated to bring the law
within the compass ordinary
knowledge and the comprehisnsion
of the masses and remaove the ocea-
sion for charging fees for unnocessa-

feigned is-

ol

ry and trivial services upon the
part of the legal profession. John

Doe and Richard Roe, IZsqrs , were
simply charms with which to con-

was profitable to the “craft.”’
17. The election of judges directly

' by the people instead of indirectly

by the Legislature.
Poor Richard wuas ol the notion
wanted a thing done
he had better do it
sSolons of to-day,

and well done
The

proceeds on the fullacy that interest | however, hold to the doctrine that

if the people want anything done
they should send one of them to do
If the ‘‘serubs,” as Mr, Mcore-
head calls the people, Krfow enough

The poor man has a far greater pro- to select some one to pick outa
portionate stake in the government | sgdqge for them, why are they not
'able to pick out the judge at first

hand themselves. There is one view

poor mau’s in- | of this question which is very sug-

gestive, viz: It is much easier to

' the public will upon the subject wis in future and that of his children de- corrupt a fow than many, and po-

| although we had had at the pnu:nhu_

'the Legislature, and their work
submitted to the people, who, i)
they approve, will adopt ; il they |
til'\.l]lplU\v will rejeet, ¥ s also
most desirable o aeoid the expense
attending a Concention.  The people
tof North Caroling, warn down by

instances: where !
| Tepose.

fatliers the |

beneti- |

1

And wedeem it proper | guished men presided over
{ thaniel Macon,

| men remarkable for

taxation, poor and iinporerished, can
bear (’Hf_ft"lf' nmioce hurdens,

Besides all this we need peace and
History ovut repeats itself
No free people can prosper who are
frequently altering therr fundanicn-
tal law. It renders everytiiing un-
certain, and in the end rulnous
1 knew North Carolina
first Convention, u« body of

1=

by Na-
coul posed 0f
hoth their sa-
gacity and integrity, and the wisest
of them informed me that the most
that they had effected was Lo pre-

s

ISTL, when the question was suby nitted
to n direct vote of the people, and when |

it was voted down by a large majority, has

ot he government. He

clection in 1870, a vietory almost equal
to that of the present year. 1 Know |
that it is said, and truly said, that many
men votad avvn-d. tlie Convention in
1571, because they did not approve the
mode in which the guestion was sub-
mitted, but it will be remne anbered that
at the same election at which the Con-
\nulmn wis voled down there was an
election for delesates tothe Conve llll.ull
in the event it should be called,and, it l -
i correctly informed, we Idlltll[uth(l
Democrats and Conserv-

The rich may fly from oppression.
The poor must endure or

| the legislation which is to control |

' his State. Their only hope for the,
future and his only chance for the |

a majority wl

[ atives, though we had, the year before, . . _— Ba
carried both branches or the Legisla- | prosperity and recognition
ture by decided nu orities. 1 _ it equal manhood.

We kKpow the Bl (H - - o s
the Iie ,mhl.. an pariy Lrewlers 11y North I'he advoe:nd s defenders  und

belore the |
dlistin- |

vent great damage to the Constioa- |

tion.

I voted against that Convention,

with & lew exoe ]alhali'\

the solid negro vote, L only state a tact
—there is no division in that vole
anv l]lll‘\lll!n No O e \ll ol Homne

Carolina control,
. ways been found amonyg the poor

wun %
and its worst enemies among the

martyrs of liberty have almost al- |

rich. ‘I’he poor have been the pa-
triots and the rich the vporessors of |

stead, of the Juwdiciary, of unproper dis-
tribution of puower Letween the difierent

branches of governme wl, f' clections, Of |

#

|

criminal law, of the restoration of the the earthi ! Liberty has been ¢radled |
:,‘”\’:‘,:j lﬁ:f::,h none ol these Question®lin the manger while tyranny has

L have hear P of butone worn swaddling clothes worth a |
| Bepapiie S.‘,I:.'.;."'I,.fl e, ';"'..‘I: mform. | king’s rausom. Poverty gave Rome
ed, avows bhimsel in favor of it with | freedom and strength,  Riches gave |
the hope that it will annul the hoane- her shackles and ruin ! Poor Swit-
s ffiisniacion e ~ zerland was never subjugated and
New Things in the Constiti- 'rich Spuin was never free! Wealth

tion. 'is far more likely to corrupt than

‘and I luook back with astonishment {
{ at the practical porfection of that |

Constitution thus  subjecied Lo

l amendments,

!

l

devised.

Mr. Macon told me that
h)ﬂbtltuuml of North Carolitit wis
' the best that wit of man had eves
That Conustitution i no

prt)\l-.ilun for amendment, amnl ns

{ piring politicians agtiated the ques
; tion until in an evil hour the peopie

| trated by cvery L

| called a Convention. The resuliaf
this has been painful hastory, ius
st it ut ol Cong-
L’d“((l bl , bt
buing he
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ol

vention ca
Coustitation
them all.
Upon whatever sulyect the peo,dc
think eften and think tong they ul-
timately think right. The fanda-

wWeyarai

thic vid |

The right of self-govern-

s I . v 1
‘s authors were mainly seiclists I']JU\C’I't) . j
“one little ewe-lamb,”’

atnd adventarers who had lived among @ ment is the

4 iy . . - ¥ % » -~ - .
s without prefertnenty © % uthier | Which sleeps in the poor man’s bo:
still  ecarpet-baggers both black and a&)lll '
white.”— Demoeratic Adlress. . Slavery is forever prohibited.
“ A wise man will follow the lig'in l’ “All powers not herein dele«
though the Devil carry. the lantern,

- Constitution, are aware of the num- |

Caed additions made by it in our or- |
| gradeie liew,
L iy _

mind, we have collated torty wihich

. gated are to remain with the peo-

| ple.”?
This is one

()d Nalian Proverb.

Few even of those who hav » con-
~sidercd the merits of our proscul
ber amnl importance ol the changes |

Ior the purpose ol pelae

thems  sucehicty  bnbore  the

we decm the most immportant, aid

and yet most gencrally ovérlooked . bouvht

pend entirely on the character of | jjtjcal jobbery and legislative log-
B0 | rolling are politer naies for bribery.
power to evade or mollify its effects. | phe Lest w: a1y to gather the will of
He isaud must continueits creature. | the people is to let them express it

themselves and not take it after it

resist. | hag filtered through the loose con-
Ilis children’s education and hig | gejences of pot-house representative |
own (l‘]lly bread are th'pelld‘lnt on ! po!ltlqun-.

18. In the election of Justices of
the Peace the ordinary principle of
'law and business is applied, which

i .l
- present depend on its order, ptd(.&‘; | says that & man’s neighbors know
9% his character better than strangers.

Asall sigus fail ina dry time, so
we are now told that this principle
here sneets with an exception. The

| people are amply zoad enough and
l l l B ]

fully capabie to elect legislators,
Congressmen, Governors and other
| important officers, but the man who
ix to try the neighborhoorl squabbles
and keep the peace onddristle Ridge
must be created only by the acco-
lnde of a consecrated _hand! Only
a legislator is capable of begetting
a worthy “Squire” with proper cer-
emony !

The appointive systeny, election
by the Legislature or any similar
method of supplying magistrates
ready-made to a people not fit to
choose for themselves, has three
advantages which should not be
overlooked,

1. It affords a maguificent oppor-
| tunity for corrupt eléctioneering.

into county affairs,

T
&
|
|

and

i |
5 vuinst
carele l'!"\'l‘_:“:v of the |

immaterial !

jure ducats from the pockets of the |
' strument, and impresses every un-| people—a sort of daplicate divinity" |
'prejudiced mind as an unavoidable whose worship, like that of Diana,
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THE ERA

PUBL l‘fﬂF‘D FVF‘RY 'l‘!Il'RSDAT
(SEE RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION
ON THIS PAGR.)
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| ;&Joh Wonri exeeuted at short no.
; tive and in a style unsurpassed by any

! similar establishment in the State,
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RATES OF ADVERTISING

One square,onetime, - - § 1w
" ¥ 1wo times, - - 1 50
-] b three tinwes, - - 200

. Contraet advertisemente taken at
[ proportionately low rates.

;,net.hem b£' w with some com- 'jeu!uuq of their power, and taught | the public roads, but the 'V Were

\'or_) cheap men.

- Itis a eapatal engine for defent-
| mg the will of the people and pre-
venling the “‘scrubs™ from getting
the big-head. By it an obnoxious
II' administration may be foread on a

counly and the people taught that
' sell-government is only a foolish
fancy of © and “‘carpet -

o
.

sciolists" by
hnoerers

3. It hias the same kil of cheap-
ness that characterizes a Convention
Las compared with .mumluwnt by
legislative action. Any one’who
cantot see how much cheaper it is

to pay a Legislature five dollirs per

diem each to select justices [nstead
cof electing them in the Several

|

townships themselves must be very
near a fool or else not understand
the mode of figuring it ou!

19. The establishnient Courts
of Probate enables the eitizens of the
! various counties to transact the bus-
iness of administrations, guardian-
ships, &e., without delay and at

of
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crowding it all into the termsof a
County Court. One-half the legal
"business of a county thus trans
it were, imperceptibly,
without fuss or parade and usually
( without a lawyer, which is bad for
the profession but convenient for
| the pcople.
20. A definite ratio between the
| poll-tax and the tax upon property

Is

acted, as

| seems =0 just, reasonable and neces-
l sary a safeguard that we hesitale to
believe that it has not always ex-
listed in our law,
21. That properly <hould be taxed
| uniformly according vilue
too pliin a proposition to
have eseaped the wisdom of the an-
| eients,

22, Three-fourths of the poll-tax
and all fines and penalties are sa-
credly devoted to the support of
;»uhllc schools,

25, The General Assembly  has
power to exempt three humiftleed
cdollars in value from taxation, It
is not the policy of the Tonstitution
to “take from him that hath not
even that which he hath,” nor per-
mit others to do it, Ience the lib-
Ceral exemptions from taxation and
*ale under execution.

to its

| Bee s

21, Universal suffrage is the most
remarkable feature of the Constita-
tion when we consider the circum-
stances of its adoption. Ata time
when passion and prejudice were al
fever heat; when ridicule, abuse
and ostraciszy awaited every one
who dared advocate its adoption ;
i when wholesale and ruthless pro-
scription was the order of the day ;
at this time North Carolina adopted
& Constitution imbued with the
spirit of Christian charity and true
American democracy, proscribing
| no one, debarring no one from any
right or privilege, but welcoming
all'alike to the arena of self-govern-
ment !

Under the old Constitution “a
belief in the Christian religion”
was ao essential qualification for
holding office. Under this, only a
“belief in the existence of Almighty
God" is required. Dy this change,
for the first time, the Jews are put
on an equal footing with other citi-
zens of the State. 'The danger to be
feared from stringent religious tests
is seen in the fact that the present

.
z),

| legislature, despite the constitution-
il gaarantees of religious liberty,
expelled a duly elected member be-
cause his religious views disagreed
with those of the majority, as they
could not well help doing if he had
any at all. It is said that “those
who have least religion are the most
bigoted,”” whiech is well exempli-
fied by the most profligate and god-
less of Jegislatures making itself

notorious as the most reckless of
religious persecutors.
26. The administration of the

county finaneces, the conduet of its
police and the control of its penal
and charitable institutions by Com-
missioners. elected by the people
and having no judicial power, was
a great step in self-government and
a  death-blow to the means by
which eounties had been hitherto
managed for personal and partisan
purposu. :

27. The township system gives
to the people the control of all their
domestic affairs, and when properly
ad ministered secures the best known
system of schools, roads, &e. It is

also the great edueator, the truining
| school in that se!f-governing ' spirit

of the most importunt  Many a man who coald not be'ﬂﬂd capacity which is the greal
with money straightout sifeguard of our liberty, intelli-
pru\'uuonq of the instrument we are | would sell his vote and influence | gence and prosperity.

considering. Under the former con- | readily enough for the title Off
| stitution atl pewers notgiven to the | “‘Squire’”’ and a chance to put his | , of publiesehools free of taition to
Executive aud Judicial  depart- | finger
ments remained with, the Legisla~ | white men save sought and obtain-
ture. Under this oue, the people,ral the place Jnsttoavoidm on’

28. A gepneral and aniform gystem

ror all Lhe pmple of the State, is a new

! thing in the Constitution 'of the
State, ail one which the act ealling

s




