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Jane s AL g veut, wud perhaps Soues
Aning will s upgony sy, "
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m search of employment. I baye
galied at ity piaces, ouly o reecive
the sume answer every where.”’

Just thén listle Jimmy, who had
been asleep, woko up.
 Mother,” e pleaded; ** won’t
you give iwea piece uf bread ? 1 am
80 hrwagey.”

“There i no! brwd Jum.ny. my
darliog " said vhe inother; wilh an
aching hears. |

“ Whéu will there be som=?" ask-
ed the ltiechild, pitevusly.
Tenrseame to theé inother’'seyes.—
shie knew not what todo.

“Jimmy, I’ll bring you some
bread,”’ aasid the faiher, Boarsely.

; And heseized his hatand went W
thedoor. Hs wile, alarmsed, laid
her head upuu hissloeve. Sua saw
the look im his eyes; she feared W
what step duspecation might lead
him. ;

“Rewembec  tleury,’’; she said
soleminly, "*sb- 18 hard; W shacve; DUl
there ure things thst waeyd worsed’ )

He shiovk off her handy bub not
roughly, and, wishout a werd, pass--
ed ovut,

Out 1 the cuid s!.ruels' There
woluld Ue their vuly huine npext.
For a brief time longer he had the
shelter of n cheerless rooan in aevld
ladging house, but the rent would
becoare due al theeud uf théwmouth

Henry Brice was  » mechanic,
competent and skillful! ‘Fheeo
yrars since he hived 10 4. pountry
villuge whare his expeusss  wolks

| cultp inmmecting thewm), ;Bat io w0 )
evil ‘hbur he tired of his villige:
home, and femroved - W BHe: YWl
Here he vdinly Bopad v do butlend )
For awliild hewtst wildnvery goud;
success § buy e (Umidd the dudglag
homse whert e ildd [ Lo dive & poer | |
sabsticuse fur she nesl cultagoe lie
occupied in the couutry. IHé saw
his mistake, he was oo pfoud o
go'Badk, withoiigh iV Wastis wife’s
deflive thiv thdy shoatd Jdb so.”
But'a dimme of great 'dépression
came wod with it & suspenision of
business emerprisz:. ‘Work ' veasoed
for Heairy Brice aod nisny others.
If ne tad ‘Dedn fn nis old ‘home he
‘coutd have turned his haud to sone-
thing else, and, at the worse, could
‘have borrowed of th ucighours tiil
bettér tiaies.

So diy Ly day hi wentoat (v seek
WOrk, vaty W recuru disdppuitied.
‘Lf e had Leen glone he could nave
gut 01 S0 Wiy, bul il Was o sure
Frrial w cowe to the Checlic<s Toulu
and his palé wile and huugry carld-
ren, with nv reliel W oder thoul.

When on thal  Christiuas eve
Henry Brice weut iuto i sirecis,

to redeemy the promise he had wade
little Jimuny. ile¢ was abso.uiely
penniless, and had been fur lhree
days. ‘Tucre was wuihiuyg that he
was likeiy 1o fiud t0_do il uight. |

“1 w;li pwn tny coat » he said.
{4 L CalidOr See’ m_y w;la uml ciildfen
starve.”’

Lt was 8 welg wouru m.at aad_thast
winter night m: uceded svscliiug
more to keep il warin. Weakeu-
ed by ecufurced fasting, ie
more seusitive to the coid, and
ghiveréd a3 hé walked aloug the

pavement.

¥
go, 1 Koow ugkbhow Lishall get oo
w.thout -it; but [ caungs sey  ihe,
89 | children ; stacye before thy , eyes.'!
He was pot in general np., eavious
‘man; but, Whsa he mw | the shevk

throst Ma WATIN OVEEEURLS, CORE Oub,
of briJlinat-lighted. shups provided |

| aghome while bis were starving,

.qmd i By }ummdm well, when he, too, suffered

I-4out buyig some little gifis for
jJimmy and Agnes. Ifow. litle
hadmand,lhnt they should ever

Grimes,

‘much as he wanted it.

e “Ifitis wrong to keep the money

inevente dud hay fosmsul -uu sl §o

Henry in a low voice,

he hardiy Kaew huw 0d Was golng |

wus |

**Yea,” he sud. ‘uny cw.t mnﬂt ,

well fod ¢itiz ws, butioued up bv (94 mas,” said Hesry, with emotion.—

hesuffered sowe biilter thoughts #p-
on the unequalisy of fortune’s gift
to come to his mind. Why should
they be s> happy, while he was so
mijsesable ? .

There was 4 timne, he rementber-

not the Ghiristinas eve to pass with-

wantibread ?
[ Thepé was nm.cun ahortur than

him with his hasds thrast deep in
the poekeis of his overvuat. There

waus A pleasant simile upon his face,
He wag;doubtless, thinking of the

bappy circle at home.

Hency, kpew him to bea rich
gabinet-waker and upholsterer,
wiiose warphouae he eoften passed,
He had applied to this wan ouly
twodays before for employment,
add had heen refused. 1t was per-
haps, the thought of _the wide dif-
ference between thcm, 80 far as out-
ward circuinstances were, that led
Henry to follow him, ‘
After awhile the tradest mu], Mr.,
drew his haudkerch!ef
from his pocket. A-J be did so he
did not perceive that hns pocket-
book came with it and fell on the
pavement, He did not perceive it
but Henry did. ks heart leaped
into his mouth, aud a sudden
thought entered his mind. He
bent quickly down and picked up
the pocket-bouk; he raised his eyes
to see if the movement was noticed.
It was not. Mr. Grimes went on,
unheeding his loss.

“This wiil buy bread for my wife
and children,”” thought Henry in-
stautly.

A vision of the cecomfort which
the money would bring that cheer-
less room lighted up his heart for
an instant, but then—for he was
not dishonest—there came another
thought. The money was not his,

“But I caunot see my wife and
children starve,” he thought again.
God will pardon the offence. He
will undrrstand my motive.”’

All this was sophistry, and he
knew it. In a’moment he felt it to
be.so. There were so many thiongs
worse than starvation. It was his
wife who said this just before he
came out. Could he meet her gaze
when he returned with food so ob-
tained ?

“J’ve-lived honest so far,”’ he
thoughty*I won't turn thief now ?”’
It was withi an effort he came to
this'decision, forall the while there
wis' e fore is eyes that vision of a
chéerléss! 'Rome, anid 'he could hear
Jlmﬁywﬂnly agking for food. It
wis ‘With an offort that he stepped
forwhdd'dnd placed his hand ou the
trmmh'd shoulder, and extend-
ed'the hand ~that-held ‘the pm.ket-
book.” '

“Thank ‘you," s+id Mr. Grimnes,
arcamly “I hadu’t perceived my
logs. ‘I ami much obtiged to you.”

“¥Hn ave reasson to be” said
“I was very
near keepiug it.”

‘“That would have been dishon-
est,” said Me Grimes; his tove al-
tering slightly.

¢ Yes itwould; but it is hard to
bo hiufiest owhen: oue is penniless,
and his wife and childeen withoul
a érust.”’

#S8uraky you and your children
aré not in that conditiow ?’said the
tradesman earnesily.

“Yed,” sgaid Henry, “it is ooly
too true. Fore two! monshs I have
vainty sought for work. I applied
to. you twodayssince.”

#I remmember yoa now. I th: yaght
I had seert you before. You still
-want work.”

¢ should feel grateful foril.”

«“M y foremnun lett ure yesierday . —
Wikt you take his  placeat tweaty-
five dutlars & woeek 2V

“Prankfully sir; would
‘that.”?

“Then come to morrow morning,
or rather, as to-inovrrow will be a
holiday, the day succeeding. Mean-
time take this for your present
necessiiie..”’

Hedrew from his pocket some
motes and handed them to Henry.

“Why,; you have given wme thir-
ty dollars|” said Henry in amasze-
ment.

“] kmew it. The pocketbook
jcontained five thousand dollars.
{Buat for you, 1 should have lost the
whola. - ‘¥ wish you a merry Christ-
jamas.’" o
i  *21twill indeed be a merry Christ-

for h.lf

]

-Heaven -bless you, sir! Good-

 nights”’.

Jennie waited for her husband in
the cold aud cheerless room, which
for a few days longer she might
eall her home. An hour passed;
there was a step on the stairs—her
husband’s. It could not be for his
was a cheerful, elastic step, coming
up two steps at a time. She look-
ed eagerly at the door. Yes, it
was he. The dooropened.—llenry,
radiant with joy, entered with a
basket full of substantial provisions.
““Have you got some bread, fa-
ther ?”’ asked Jimmy, hopefully.
“Yes, Jimmy, some bread and.
meat from a cook’s shop; and ‘s
a little tea aud sngar. There’sa
few coals left. Let’s have a bright
fire and comfortable meal, for,
please God, this shall be a merry
Christmas.”’

““How did it happen?
Henry.”

Su Henry told his wife, and soon
a bright fire lit up the before cheer-
less room, and there were four hap-
py hearts that waited in joyful hope
for the dawn ofa ‘‘merry Christ-
mas day.”

'The next week they moved to |
better rooms. They have never |

since known what it was to want.
Henry found a firm friend in Mr.
Grimes, and has an account in the |
savings banks, and has reason to
remember with a grateful heart,
Gop’s goodness on that Christmas
eve,

e e——

M escellmwo Us.

A Clerk’s Story.

“When I used to tend store the
old man eame around one day, and
says he ‘Boys, the one who sells the
most between now and Christmas
gets a vest pattern as a present.’
Maybe that we did not work for
the vest pattern. I tell you there
were some tall stories told in praise
of goods about that tune but the
tallest talker, and the one who had
the most cheek of any of us, was a
certain Jonah Guires, who roomed
with me. He could talk a dollar
out of a man’s pocket when the
man only intended to spend a six-
pence ; and the women—Lord bless
you!—they just handed over their
pocket-books to him and let him
lay out what he liked for them.
One night Jonah woke me up with,
‘By Jove old fellow, if you think
that ’ere’s got cotton in it, I’ll bring
you down the sheep it was cut from,
and make him own his own wool,
'Twon't wear out, cither; wore a
pair of pants of that stuff for five
vears, and they are as good as when
I first put them on. Take it 30
cents, and I'll say you don’t owe
me anything. Eh—too dear ? Well,
cal] it 28 cents. What d’ye say?
All right. It’s a bargain.’ I could
feel Jonah’s hands playing about
the bed clothes for an instant; then
rip, tear, went something or an-
other, and I hid my head under
the blankets, perfectly convulsed
with laughter, and perfectly sure
that Jonah had torn the best sheet
from top to bottom. When I
awoke the next morning I found
the back of my night shirt split
from the bottom to the collar band.
— Vicksburg Herald.

Tell me,

Why and When Lamps Ex-
plode.

The following hints from the
Sceintific American may, if observ-
ed, prevent many of explosions the
horrible results of which the press
is almost daily called upon to
chronicie.

All explosions of coal-oil lamps
are cau=ed by the vapor or gas that |
collects in the space above the oil,
W hen full of oil,
contains no ga3, bat immediately
on lighting the Luup consuinption
of oil begins, soon leaving spuce for
gas, which commences to form as
the lamp warms ap, and after burn-
ing a short time safficient g will
accuinulate to form an explosion.
The gasin a lamp willexplode only
when ignited. In this respect it is
like gunpowder. Cheap or inferior
oil is always the most danzerous.
The flame is communicated to the
gas in the following manager: The
wick tabe in all lmmp burners is
made larger than the wick which
is to pass through it.

It would not do to have the wick
work tightly in the burner; on the
countrary it i3 essential that it
move up and down with perfees

ble that space in the tubeis left
along thesidesof the wick sufficieat
for the flame from the burner to
pass down into the lainp and ex-
plode the gas.

Many things may occur to cwuse
the flame topass down the wick
aud explode the lamp.

) “Good night.”?

with, prescats for -happy children

)

tab!e or mantle, and a sl:ght pnﬂ' of

| owner.
of eourse a lamp |

ease., In this way it is unaveida-]

air from: the window, or the sudd¢n
opening of a door, cause an explo-
sion.

2.A Jamp may be taken up
quickly from a table or mantle and
instantly explode.

3. A lamp is taken into an eniry
where thereisa dralt, or out of
doors, and an expolsion ensues.

4. A lighted lamp is taken upa
flight of stairs, or is raised quickly
to place it on the mantle, resulting
in an explosion. In all these cases
the mischief is donme by the air
movement—either by suddeuly
cheking the draft, or foreing air,
down the chimpey against the
flame, |

d. Blowing down the chimney to
extinguish the light isa frequent
cause of explosion.

6. Lamp explosions have been
caused by using a chimney broken
off at the top, or one that has a
piece broken out whereby the flame
is made unsteady.

7. Sometimes a thoughtless per-
son puts a small-sized wick ina
larger burner, thus leaving consid-
erable space along the edges of the
wick.,

8. An old burner, with its air
drafts clogged up, which rightfully
should be thrown away, issome-
times continued in wuse, and the re-
sult is an explosion. '

;

In Haste to Marry.

In Russian Puland lately it was
given out and believed by all that
the ezar had sold six thousand of
the uumarried women of the prov-
ince to an Arabian prince, and that
agents were at hand to select them
and take them away. The effect
was instantaneous. The girls did
not run away or attempt to cenceal
themselves, but their fear of the
Turkish harem was so great that
they laid their hands indiserimin-
ately on the young men and made
them marry them. C.mtllda.tcs for
matrimnony were so numerous that
the process was continuous, and
from press of business many couples
had to be put off till the fo\lywing
day before their aspirations eould
be satisfied. Neither courtship, in-
clination, nor prudence, were given
any consideration in the matter.
All that each girl wanted w:s a
husband, and she was ready to seize
upon the first single man that came
within reach to meet the emergen-
cy. Tosuch an extent did this go
that at last the authorities had to
interfere to save the young ladies
from that repentance which the
world says follows hasty marriage.

—

Church Pews.

There is a speck of history con-
nected with the origin of church
pews that cannot help but prove in-
teresting. In the early days of the
Anglo-Saxon and some of the Nor-
man churches a stone bench afford-
ed the only sitting accommodations
for members or visitors. In the
year 1319 they are spoken of as sit-
ting on the ground or in a standing
posture. At a later period the peo-
ple introduced low, three-legged
stools, and they were placed in no
uniform order in the church. Di-
rectly after the Norman conquest
wooden seats came in fashion. In
1387 a decree was issued that one
should call any seat in the church
his own except noblemen and pa-
trons, each entering and holding
the one he first found. From 1530
to 1540 seats were more appropri-
ated, and a crowhar gunarded the
entrance, bearing the initial of the
[t was in 1603 that galle-
ries were thought of. Andas early
as 1618 pews werearranged to afford
comfort by being baized or cushion-
ed, while the sides around were 8o

viee of the Paritans to avoid being
'seen by the officer, who reported
ithoae who did neot stand when the
name of Jesus was ientioned;

character is more valuable in a
woman thau the possession of a
sweet temper,

our pathway, reviving and cheer-
ing us. Let a man go home at night
wearied by the toils of the day, and
how soothing is a word diectated by
a good disposition. It is sunshirve

and the cares are forgotten. A
sweet temper hasa soothing influ-
ence over the miads of a whole
family. A sweet temper is more
valuable than gold ; it captivates
more than beauty, and to the close
of life it retains all its freshness and

high as to'hide the occapants—a de-|
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Home  can never |
be made happy without it, It is| 3
like the flowers that spring upin_ _
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mu*
. me.. ...

arvy el goitp

mﬁ’-'--# H-,
pmportlonatol o edocrs
Thouzllts for . ﬂﬂm
Ifa man be only true o himeelf
will be very difficult. MMO
overreach him. . d diiw
The mest. dnw o‘mll M
tery is the very commeon kind that
we bestow upon purselwes. /111
' A.llh(llﬂh lOV.bb“. it ean't
be fettered; it has enslaved thous
sands, but won't be enslaved it-
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Hopesty and happiness seems L0 -
be | alike in this particular-—those |
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to make the least fuss aboub i .

on poor so0il; where the grennd is
very rich, if it ain’t well hoed, there |

is sure to be two weeds to
of corn, Nl o
It is often hard to  be-

tween praise and flattery; theone
may be honest, the other neven is.
Honest praise wlw- any
man, but flattery wil} wgtm
thing except a muley .
What persons are, by m
are by nature., You seg; themysak
su¢h times, off their guard., Habis,.
may restrain vice, and Virtge may
be obscured by passion, bué, inters
vals best discover AR . 1
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Wealth and m U‘l’.

to rest from his labors, the world:
occupied itself at—once with at-
tempting to reckommpy dbedsum of
his wealth, Sogiety saids With, &
throb, of pride, that he was the gichy, ,
est man wh adorned m I‘
looked back upon t.he Wﬁﬂa

fnmxlx for the laa!;canw
in: the~yearing of . their, ‘
fortune a wew illustration of the

warning against making, pl)qqlm;tg,
be rich. :
Society was, right, :l!pg gq;p
newspapers which contain thc
first tidings of Mz, Astor’pdmth

soldier, who had won hll.st" under
Sherman, had been found gyilty of,

fraud against the Governmﬁﬂlldo ,

sentenced to fine and . impyison-
ment, His was the old,, ¢ .

A salary sufficient for. com
support was not; enough., He was

impatient craving, for; wealth, he

tempter was ruin. A man of dhis

There is no possible path of safely
out of dishonesty. Yet Gepeml Mc
Donald and his associates, im-crime
seem to have fancied that afles they
had stolen a few millions of the
country’s revenue they could retire
and take their ease, with  their
plunder.
rich, and lost everything.—Repub+
lic.
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the man. bimself.can’t.tell which is 1o
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gave the news also that a, gallant .

with others of his, companions Ja,
oftice and dishonesty, would be

1

in haste to become rich, and fobis
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experience should have kbown it

They made haste to be .

Here is an old story of & .Ylilke. }

there was a plum pudding made, by, ;
the captain’s orders all of thaplugas, 1

| that end placed next to
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