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_ it sends out roots in eearch of nourishment for

' Seasonable Hints.
~ Jume is the month in which to conquer
grass in eotton, tobacco, eorn and potato crops.
You know there is an old saying, *‘a dry June
for a good crop.” The great advantage in s
dry Juna {a that it enables the cultivator to
work regalarly snd ‘completely destroy ' that
arch-enemy of hoed _erops, in this region—
orab grasa. Therefore, while the sun shines
now, make stubble of what little grass ap-

pears in your fleld. 1f you rise and go to|

work early and keep at it late, remember. yon
are taking out an insurance for rest, later in
‘the season.

Our advice is, keep the plows moving ! 1f
the soil i dry you need a layer of well pul-
vorized earth spread out over it. If it is very
wat you need this same covering of loose
earth, as many days in the growing scason s
possible. If you allow your field to stand
far o wain withpnt stiesive tha
lose heavily on the possible pro-
dnetion, <

We have known a number of men to make
excellent erops.in very wet seasons, when their

~neighbors generally failed. Wherever we
 have inquired the reason of this cxceptional
success, wo have been inforined its secret was
the plows were not stopped for the weather, |
but kept moving whenever possible.

No matter what happens, don’t give up!
We know a young man who, in 1872, planted
a crop of nearly twenty-five acres, -about
equally divided between corn and cotton.
¥When he seeded his land he expected to run
the plow himself and hire hands to do the
hoeing. e fsiledto find the help he had
‘galculated on getling and was consequently
compelled to do his bos  work, also,. Two or
three times, during the Snmmer, after he had
vainly songht at the - village near him for
hands, (inquiring for them. at night, because
he could not leave his work in the day,) he’
‘was on the point of abandoning & portion of

But he had too much pluck and so
could not get his consent to susrender. He
kept working on—now with the plow and now
with his hoe—and bad the satisfaction of eul-
tivating, without any’ assistance whatever, the
enlire twenty odd seres. Theland he worked
was poor, but he made several hundred dol-

money be made, ho has now the strength,
courage and confidence that comes of con-
quering difliculties,

WHEAT AND OATS.

The prospects for good cropa of small grain
in this State are encouraging. Oats especial-
ly are represented to be unnsually promising,
Wheat in some localitics ja being injured by
rust,

JORN,

While, aa a general rule, early planting
should be attempted for this crop, we would
remind our readers that en good soil it may
be safely sccded as late as the middle of June.
Last year we saw ten bushels to the acre made
on old upland, without mafure, planted early
in June, This-crop was cultivated withwo
little labor that there was & good profit in it,
8o, althongh we would not select a season ss
lste as the present period for planting upland
corn, we wonld not hesitate now to appropri-
ate spare gronnd and time to the attempt.

any farmers regard the space from the first
to the middle of June as the very best time
for planting corn on lowlands, especially such
as are subject to overflow, -

EWEET POTATORS
Bhould be drawn and set ont now as soon as
possible. If the work is already done,so
much the better. Do not wait fer rain, if
your vines are old enough to set out, They
are not old-enough until they have sent ont a
number of roots. We have often seen potato
beds stripped too early. The old potato snp;
ports the sprout atits first appearance. Then

itself. Do not detach it from the mother po-
tato until these roots are well enough devel-
oped to support the vine, and tough enough
to resist destruetion in tramsplanting. Better
_depend partially on runners elipped oft for
part of your crop than to strip yourbed whils
the plants ara too young and tender, As soon
as yon are satisfied the vines are old enough,
set them out, puiting a gill of water at the
root of each plant and covering with dry
earth.  You will not lose one pldnt in a hun.
dred for want of moisture. )

: ~. . .TEAS
Should be planted in every field of eorn where
the soil is sandy- or the Jdand fresh. If yon
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greatly improved by your work. If you get

a portion only of a field in peas, notice the

difference in your next year's crops where yon

put peas and where you had none. . We are

satisfied you will see a marked differsfhce.
PLANT ¥0OD CROPS.

Use every spare spot of ground, employ ev-
ery spare moment of time te make food for
man snd beast. If you have a honignd an
abundanece to eat for your family #ud your
farm animals, you may snap your filfgers at
hard times, panics and low prices of cotton
add tobacco. o x

CLOVER.

Wa repest the advice, given elsewhere, that
you study the long article, published*in this
issug, on the cultivation and uses of clover
It is from the pen of a man .who bus done
himself what he advises you to do, not in a
Iatitude better snited to elover than oyr Btate,
but in one farther South and warmer. There
are some fine fields of clover near Raleigh.
Next week we will give the guuntity and val-
ug of the -—vps liurvested from some 3§ them,
and the estimated cost of prod:mtiouj

e - —

Tobaceo Growing in Westerun North
Carolina.
[Tobaceo Plant |

From the time of Sir Walter Raleigh, North
Carolina has been known as the home of the
tobaceo plant.  On her soil is grown annually
the finest specimens of ‘tliis narcotie weed
known in the markets ot the world. A tour
of inspection has satisfied the writer that many
of the counties of Western North Carolina
posseas soil and climate unequalled anywhere
in the production of the fnest grades of tobae-
co. Here, this crop is deservedly attracting
more attention, as the owners of thesg lands
learn to appreciate and properly ntilize thew,
in the rafsing of a product that gives the lar-
gest returns for labor oxpended thercon,
Where tebacco grows to perfection, qs it does
here, no crop can equal it in profits. Its cul-
tivation and management require more skill
‘and attention than other crope tu attuin to |
the highest auccess, bot not. more than has al-
ready been developed by some of her young
enterprising planters, who are reaping their
rewards. N

The prospects this season for  fine crop are
everywhere gloomy and unpromising. The
past year proved also unfavorable, and asa
consequence bright wrappers and smokers are
L sumros wivd gl wiid- 1
a6 tho season for working advances. Every
effort should be made to grow as wmuch fine
bright tebaceo as possible, It will be needed,
aod at prices that cannot fail to remunerate
those who are so fortunate as to prodice these
favorite grades. As a planter of some expe-
rionce, the writer will venture a few sugges-
tions founded upon practice, with the hope
that some enterprising, hard working planter
may profit thereby, The “tobaceo planter,
however successful, earns all he gets, and
“knowing how it is himself,” the writer is ever
ready, when he can, to extend & helping hand
to his brother engaged in the same pursuit,

As the season 18 late, the plants must be
stimulated in growth to be ready for trans-
planting at the proper time. The erop must

it may be houvsed and cured in time to be
cured well,  * » ¥ -3

When we fail to. produce a fine article on
gray lande, we can scarcely hope that the crop
will pay the costs of produetion. We cannot
compete with the rich lands of the West in
the production of dark tobacco. Tho great
advantage in prices for bright over dark to-
baccos, should stimulate all who can toraise as
much bright as possible. If the suggestions
given should prove aught of good to those for
whom they are intended, then the purpose of
the writer will have been momplilgu,d;

R, 8. Ractann.
Hyeo, Va.
g ——
Timely Farm and Plantation Topics,
(Rarl Carolinlan for June,)
KEEP THE BWEEPS MOVING,

Floods and frosts in April, with cool weath-
eor and frequent rains extending into May, set
back oonsiderably the operations cof the plan-
ters, even where there was no actual destruc-
tion of the early crops, as in Lenisiana, and
to & smeller extent in other Btates. Work
will press closely now, and the ) utmost dili-
gence and good ma ent wifl be required
‘to prevent a fatal falling behind in tha work.
ing of cotton and com. The
the corn crop is an operation, which sequires
about a5 much care and judgment as any
of the season’s work, To ‘make it thoromgh
and to leave the fields clgan, and yet not in-
jure the roots of the gpowing erop, is what
must be aimed at. Tojbreak the roots mow,’
‘expected, or to throw

ridges along the

the mest promising
ve the mellow

tity and qualit;
sty and quaity

be hastened in mataring and in ripening, that | *™
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a8 on wet low lands
lutely necessary. .

: PRECAUTIONS AGAINST DROUGHT,

As dronght isone of the greatest obstacles
with which the Southern farmer has to con-
tend, too much theught can bardly be given
to the subject, with a view to counteracting
ita disastrous eflects. We cannot, by asny
weans now known, prevent the dry and heat.
ed terms to which our climate is subject, and
we again call the attentlon of our readers to
the importance of securing, so far as ble,
nal;::in&i:im of Ebeis_cni a:h:ill int i'hi'hli
est degree fit it for the absorption an
retention of moisture. Careful experiments
thonld be made with a view to determine what
aro the best means to enable our crops to re-
sist long continned dryness. Balt, as =« top
dressing an dry sandy land, is one of the
means within our reach to mitigate tho aridi-
ty. J.J. Mechi, speaking of the value uf
galt a3 & top dressing for sneh land, snys:
“About fire o’clock one fine sumner's mirn-
ing, I noticed that where the ealt had Lien
sown the previous day, every grain of salf lind
attracted to itself the dew, and formed ou (lié
surface of the ground a wet spot about the
size of a sixpence, the ground being generslly
very dry.” :

PLANTING @WEBT POTATO SLIPE, OB “pRAWS.”

It is well to'take advantage of & rainy day
for planting it you can, but plant whether it
rain or not. e have planted in the midst
of severest drough; with the loss of very tew
plants. “Grout” the plants by planging the
roots inte & batter composed nfyﬂznnl parts of
fresh cow-dung, wood ashes and vegetable
mould, mixed with water to the proper con-
sistency to adhere to them. - This will gener-
ally insure a perfect “stand,” and hasten the
growth of the vines. A good erop of pota-
toes will “help out” wonderfully, and there is
no ressonable excuse for not having an abun-.
dance of them.

ridging or hilling is abso-

Red Clover.

Continuing to give the promised informa-
tien relative to the cultivation of grasses, we
offer below an article on red clover, extracted
entire from “A Manual of the Cultivation
ofthe Grasses and Forage Plants at the South,”
the same being a little pamphlet, publighed
by C. W. Howard, of Kingston, Ga. Mr,
Howard is a recognized authority on this sub-
Jeet, in his section of the country, and implicit
confidence may safely be reposed in his teach-
ings,

In the variety of its uses, this is the most
valnable herbaceous plant fo the Southern
farmer. Lucerne is snperior to it in the quan.
of its hay. But, then, ]
y mer onn it form o an
ameliorating rotation of crops, and will not
thrive excopt upon land in the highest tilth
and of extreme fertility. Red clover, on the
other hand, bears grazing admirably, is an
ameliorating crop ; makes excellent hay and
in large quantity, and thrives npon land of
moderate fertility, snch as will produnce remu-
nerative crops of wheat or corn. !

The doubts =8 to whether red clover wonld
succeed at the South, have been dispelled.
There have been five elover fields from Hut-
chinson’s Island, opposite Savanuah, in the
middle country, and among the mountaing,
In no part of this State, or any other of the
Sonthern States, has it finally failed after in-
telligent and persistent trial npon proper soil.
A tarmer may. have sowed clover and failed.
Perhaps he may aléo have sowed wheat, or
planted eotton or corn and failed. But this
does not deter him from sowing or planting
in, He knows that he must have made 2
mistake, or the seasons may have been sgainst
him, These failures in clover may be attrib.
uted to bad seed, or too deep covering, or to
nnsuitable-soil, or to a very hot and dry sea-

son. .

This plant is of s0 great importance to ns,
that these causes of failure shonld be carefully
investigated and corrected by  different prac-
tice in the future. One, or several failures,
ehenld not discenrage us in & new and impor-
tant culture. Many persons have sn
in growing clover jn all the different sections
of Ea Bouth. Why not sll succeed who haye
suitable soil 1

What is a suitable clover soil? It must
contain a large percentage of clay. Our ex-
tremely sandy lands on or near the cosst, will
not clover successfully. Among them,
the pea must be the substitute for clover; and
an excellent substitute it is, with the exception
that it-is an annual, and requires some culti-
vation, 'y

But where the sarface is adndy and the snb- |
goil clay, the elay may be brought to the sur
face and manured ; clover will then thrive
npon it. Goneull'y a good wheat soil, and
every faymer knowa what that is is s good
clover soil, The richer the lﬂi‘. the more
rankly will the clover grow. It is time thrown
away to sow clover seud on land that will not
bring ten or fifteen bushels ot wheat to the
ré, or its oani_vﬂent in other graing,
Till',lquo fof clover must be dry, It will
not thrive on wet lands. Bat it does thrive
on bottom lands thoronghly drained. Hence
it has a!w;yl been the opinien of the writer,
that the rico lands on our coast wounld ﬁal&
magnificent of elover, and bs more prof-
itable, all things considered, than rice,

gallon of clover seed is suficient for an

acre, or a bushel to eight acres. The seed
should be lightly covered with & brush or roll-

eoeeded | be left upon

The ground for clover shonld-be plowed as
deeply as possible. The damger to clever
arises from our hot suns acting upon the sur-
face of the ground. Ifthe young clover root
has a loose bed underneath, it will rapidly
pentrate a sufficient depth, to pump up mois-
ture, and thus be measursbly independent of
drought, 'il‘ahsn writer has seen misdn-
ver grown n county tate
(Geoﬁn,) ong oforﬁ:. uﬂ&'& countles, on
worn ch‘vpﬂ. the seed sown in April and

followed by a dry spring. The tion
was v :icp ;:%m‘l;rgl and d ‘the sur-
face with three hundred pounds of snperphos-
phata of lime,

, UAES OF RED CLOVER.
Hay.—Clover should be cut for hay asséon
83 & portion of the hends begin to turn brown,
Exrlier than this, it is too watery, later it is
two woody. Clover hay may bo very usefal or
' very worthless for forage, recording to the
time at which it is cut, and the manner in
which it is cared. Clover eut in the morning
should be treated as previonsly divected for
lucerne. [i. e., Pat it up in the afternoon in
small cocks and open them next morning.—
Eb. Ac. Jour,] The great object is to cure it
as much as possible in the shade, The hay,
when cut at the proper time and cured in this

leaves and blossoms attached, instesd of the
black eticks which are often sold to ws as clo-
ver hay. Rich land will yield two tons, and
sometimes three, of clover hay. At $30 per
ton this is $60 to $90 per acre. It is as sure
a crop as wheat, cotton or corn. Where there
is » market for ha , conpidering the amount
of labor it requires, snd the condition in
which it.leaves the land, it is & more profita-
ble cro;;]:t present prices of hay, than either
of the three crops above mentioned:
Seed.—The nse of clover is extending so
rapidly st the Bouth, that it is gnite time we
raise our own seud.
enormons as compared with the cost of saving
it. The second crop should be reserved for
sved, A simple implement, which can be
made on any farm, is made for gathering the
clover heads when the seed is ripe. Thisisa
box on wheels running nesr the ground ; in
front of it, are fingers like those of the cradle,
only shorter, The box to which handles are

It is drawn by ene horee in shafts. The clo-
ver huller can be bought in New Yorx for
$50. Five tosix bushels of clover seed can

in most Bouthern markete, this would pay
very well. There would be material advan-
tage in buying acclimated’ seed.

Pasture~No live stock should be turmed
upon a clover field until the clover is in blos-
som. The temptation to violate this rule is

narily sho
are, Proviaio

Clover springs so early, and liverstock are
so hungry, that the inducement is very great
to put them npon the clover before the prop-
er time. DBut it would be less costly to buy
food than to do this. By too early pasturing,-
the clover is killed out, and it is then said
that clover will not succeed at the Bouth.
Precantions shonld be taken in turning horses
or cattle into & clover field. If they are hun-
gry at the time, they would over-eat them.
selves, and the result is an attack of what is
called boven, The animal swells, and -often
in a short time dies, To
stock turned into & clever field should previ.
ously be fally fed ; they should not have had
access tosalt within twenfy-four hours; they-
shonld not the first day remain mere than
g_all‘ ar hour, and the dew shenld have been
insi
b hile clever gives a valuable pasture for
all live stock, it is especially valuable for hogs.
If they are put upen clover after it is in blos-
som, with the exeeption of suckling sows, they
will need little or no other food. il'a one who
has not made the trial, can imagine how many
hegs an acre of reslly good clover will keep

in fnwin& order.
“ﬁ. lho:}l buel "}“mwl that clover, a8
s all other fo rnts and grasses,
shonld be lightly pmr:ar:d Enrin uidaﬁnm.
It is absolutely essential that mﬁoi.nt growth
e ground to protect the roots-
from the intense heat of the summer's sun,
Our main relisnce for pasture at that sea-
z:dshonld be the erabgrass in our stubble
'8

An Improver of Land.—It eannot be ex-
pected, that clover will restore, unassisted, an
absolutely exhansted soil. Land must be in
& vondition to b;i:g fair crops of grain before
clover van be sowed on it to advantage, Af-
terward in & judicions retation, it will im-
prove the soil rapidly. It does this intwo
ways, by the decay of 1ta large tapreot, and
by its absorbing ammonia repidly from the
stmoephere. The chedpest manure that we
ean use, after land has: put inwo, proper
condition, is elover seed, At the .Noi&, clc-
ver is & biennial ; at the Bouth it lasta for ev-
eral pun_,lel_:u_ct.fg how long, the writer does
net know. After clover has once fairly gome
:1‘ lee:d uit lha“ lﬂouth, hizn-uhort rotation be
, it" will not be ne to sow it
01:. For instance, in the f:ﬁowing rota-
on: First, cotton or corn; second, oats;
third, wheat; the clover will spring sponta-
neously among the wheat. The ground should
remain two years in clover and the rotation
then be repeated. Land thus treated, will
improve steadily and even rapidly, without

further expenditare for manures,
In view of these varied uses, the successful
cultivation of red clover is an object of the

er, and not with a plow.

N

greatest importance to the people of the Sonth.

The present price is'

attached, is made to tilt backward when full.-

be grown on one acre. At present prices, $10_

prevent this, live -
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way, will be of n nice green dolor, with all tho .



