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Why Will Our Fnends Treat
Us So?

The Express wagon drives up to
our office door and out jumps the
courteous, efficient and popular
Agent, Mr. Thomas Pence, and with
an ominous smile hand us a package.
With the curiosity of a woman we
hurry into it, whether suspecting it to
be an infernal machine or not, and be-
hold the grapes from Messrs. H. R.
Horne & Co., Fayetteville. Packed
full is the box and more thana half
dozen different varieties, and all so
excellent that we shall defer until an-
other number and get the opinion of
a fair friend as to the best, and we
intend to give it. To these gentlemen
we feel under obligations efor their
kind rememberance.

Again comes Mr. Pence, and always
with such courtesy we are glad to see
him, and with another box. *‘Now
friend Pence, what have you got
here 77 we remarked. “I ‘don't
know,” he replies; ‘“‘hut something
good, I suppose.” With the curiosity
again of a woman, the 'top is pulled
off the box—split and torn in pieces.
Down goes our hand in the straw,
and we draw out a Dbottle marked
“‘Imperial,” made of grapes raised on
the Vineyard of G. W. Garrett & Co.,
Ringwood, Halifax county, North Car-
olina.” Again, another Dottle comes
out, marked “‘Red,” the other was
white. Now another, labelled ““Mish
Scuppernong ;" still another, this time
““Halifax Pml from Seedling, of
Halifax county.” Once more comes
up a bottle, but of ‘‘Catawba Brandy,’
equal to France best, we verily be-
lieve. However, we have in view a
judge, and the result at length we
shall make kuown at an carly day, as
it could mnot be expected even with
stout aid, one could examine one and
a half-dozen bottles in so short a time
as two days. DBut we will say this,
Prof. Kerr, our State Geologist, hap-
pened to be in our office when we
were taking the bottles out, and
knowing him to be one of our best
judges of wine, we opened a bottle, and
he pronounced it equal to some of the
wines of fine brand he sampled in Eu-
rope, when there at the Vienna Expo-
sition. But more of this hereafter, for
here is Mr. Pence again, with still an-
other box, Grapes from Warren Co..
and when we learn to whom we are
indebted for them, they shall have
the praise of being clever and kind,
and of possessing the foresight to
send the most delicious grapes just
where they will be the most appre-
ciated and the longest recollected.
Fifty pounds of grapes is no small
present.

1

Thus the good example of the la-
dies; they commenced with flowers,
now comes the fruit. Gentlemen, we
can take care of all you will send, and
don’t think we are surfeited for we are
not, and will without hesitation so
say when we are. We feel flattered
by such attention and shall never
forget it. ' We must, too, acknowledge

with gratitude the invitations pouring
upon us to the feast of the Grangers |
in different sections of our State.
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sincerely regret our inability, at this
time, to be with our brothers on the
occasions referred to.” One of the !
greatest benefits to the memlbers of |

the Grange comes from these social |
gatherings. 1In fact, it is of great in-
terest to North Carolina, as they im-
prove and exalt her citizens., It in-
duces, too, men to ‘-phal\: some of the
wisest, who would not in a formal
meeting, and give their experience
in business to their neighbors and
friends.

Literary Gossip.

After trying one’s eyes over the
small print and double column of
most of the ‘‘soft backed™ literature
of the present day, it is a gratification
of the taste, as well as a ‘‘sight for
sair een,” to take up one of the pub-
lications of E. J. Hale & Son, wlm
send us this week ‘Harwood,” a
novel by the author ef the **Odd
Trump,” and four new volumes of
their Thistle edition of the Waverly
Novels. There is an appropriateness
of binding, a clearness of -print, and
a creamy thickness of paper in a1l the
books of this firm, which reminds us
of the much praised English editions.’
Indeed, in some respect, the books of
Hale & Son are superior to English
books of the same class,
bound and far cheaper.

As a novel “ITarwood"” is not equal
to the ““Odd Trump,” it has the same
defects, and not so many redecming
points. The story proper does not
begin till the eighth chapter, the first
seven being taken up with an account
of how the book came into existence
in its manuscript form, and then how
it emerged from the chrysalis into a
Butterfly novel. Harper Brothers are
showed up under the thin
guise of Fidler Brothers, and an
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exaggerated account given of the
Author’s trials in search of a pub-

lisher, which is néither interesting in
itself, nor neeessary to the story. In
fact, these seven chapters arfe a de-
cided blemish, and the hook is suffi-

ciently heavily weighted without
them. There is, however, good ma-

terial in it, and had the author left out
the unnecessary characters, who add
nothing to the interest of the story,
and such description of the drawing
of a tooth for the hero, and the theo-
logical discussions of Mr. Gowrie and
Doctor Markham, it would have been
greatly improved. The introduction
of a casual infidel, and his conversion
by a few pages of wishy-washy, so
called, argument is a decided flaw in
the artistic arrangement of the story,
which, not being a religious novel
had better not have touched on theo-
logy at all.

The double disguise of Barnard
Harwood is well managed, and, not
till he reveals bimself on his death
bed, is a suspicion aroused of who he
réally is; but the device of making

the hero helieve his lady-love is en-

thin to de-
vler,
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Sire Badger (52
(3110,) his Sir

3,) Dam Clemence
: e Caractacus (314,) her
Dam Minna (625,) bred by Ramacy
McHenry, of Maryland, will'be six
months old to a day during the weck
of the State Fair, or on the 17th Oc-
tober next. It is really now a magni-
ficent calf, and will be registered in
the IHerd book. Not a dollar less
than one hundred and fifty could have
bought him from the original ownenr.
We repeat; the animal 18 a present to
us, and thiinking probably it would het-
ter carry out the objeet of the donor—
that is to improve our stock, we con-
cluded to give the calf at the Iair
where it will be on exhibition, to the
Grange in the State furnishing us up
to that period with the largest list of

subscribers. Of course, then the calf,

if nothing unusual to it occurs, will
be worth more thamr double its present
value. .
We would here staie to Bro. Ellis,

of Franklin County
swer to the enquiry,
county Granges in the State we :!Mlu
to compete for the Alde mey Buil.’
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State Lecturer's Appoint-
ments.

Madison, Roekingham County,
August 24th. '

Danbury, Stokes County, August
26th.

Westfield, Surry County, August
28th.

Scottsville,
ust S1st.

Alleghany County, Aug-

Jefferson, Ashe County, September
1st.

Boon, Watauga County, September
3rd.

Lenoir, Caldwell County, Se ]m,/u
ber 4th.

Morganton, Burl- ¢ County, \9)'
ber 7th. Jem-

Marion, McDowell County”
ber 9th. Ly, Sep-

Old Fort, McDowell £
tember 10th. County,
Asheville, Buncoy
tember 11th. (-qucated to meet
The Patrons gynent most conves
me at the ap’
nient to the” J. B. SMITH,
State Grange Lecturer.

{1 County, Aug 9, 1875,
Cas~

Sep-

that it is “*the 7




