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: Assertmnq of a Free-Trader

. issue of the Enquirer makes
° numerous statements as to
~ the merits of Free-Trade as
.’ ‘an economic policy. His con-
~ clusions as to the enormity

 made great material

- Protective Tariff, but

*  cheap
. national resources, etc., and
. that our Protective | Tarifl
~has not

';,‘_nate and soil, and with-more
. natural resources and wealth

forests, and thereby
- employment to our labor,

leges that F'ree-T'rade makes

. to make a point heoverlooks
- a well-recognized fact,-
. in England the scale of wa-
. ges was largely (influenced
by the highest kind of Pro-

e I S s T LT
L \ -

my As a result of this pol-
7 5cy wages are low and de-
. creasing. Kighty
' Wwomen are working
o |

T —

I
=r——xr= e

|

ARGUIVG FOR PROJIEC
for from 30 to 35 cets per

day, while' the manufactur-
ers are insisting upon a de-
crease, to enable them to
compete with Germany and
Belgium. Two shillings, and
in favored localities two and
six pence a day, are the
highest wages paid to com-
'mon men laborers, while
hundreds of thousands can-
not get work at that. She
is to-day supporting in her
poorhouses more than 1,000,
000 people, and . how many
more receive outdoor relief
no man can tell. Her silk
industry is almost destroyed,
her cotton is suffering, her
iron and steel being supplant-
ed by that of countries, en-
'joying a Protective Tariff.

Refuted by All the Facts
and Logic of History.

“« A Hornet'’ in a recent

of Protection as a fiscal 'sys-
tem may be satisfactory to
his mind, but to others they
are not quite conclusive. He
says:

““It is true that we have
prog-
ress during the past fourty
years; not on account af our
in |

spite of it.”’

He contends, 1in substance, !
that we have been enabled to |
pay higher wages in this
countr} than could be paid
in England because of our
lands and- immense

'a short time ago that agri-
iculture was ruined, and half
of the farm laborers could
get no work. This Dbeing
England’s condition, what
utter nonsense to tolk about
high wages there.

Why is England for free-
trade? Simply because she
consumes only about 37 per
cent. of what she produces or
manufactures, and 1s com-
pelled to find a market for
the remaining 63 per cent. of
all her productions. Amer-
ica consumes nearly 92 per
cent. of what she produces
and sends only 8 per cent.
abroad. If we should sell
nothing abroad, only one
man out of every twelve
would be thrown out of em-
ployment. We would not
have a repetition of the mobs
of Loondon, Sheffield, Bir-
mingham and Manchester.

After forty years’trial out
side of England, all states-
men have united in respect-
ing F'ree-Trade as one of the
‘“‘puerile doctrines and illu-
sions of mankind.”” The
modern statesmen were Pro-
tectionists: Thiers, Gam-
betta, Clemenceaux, Grant,
Garfield, Bismark, Sherman,
| Blaine. Wherever there is
universal suffrage the world

over has repudiated Free-
Trade. When Iree-Trade
won in England the working
people were excluded from
the suffrage. ‘Taxation 1in
England is largely direct
and oppessive upon all class-
es, but especially so upon
laboring men. In 1883 the
revenue collected amounted

to $13.75 per capita, while
that of the United State
was only$4.81. The inter-
est charged upon her public
debt was $4.21 per capita,
while that of the United
States in 1885 was only 83
cents. Free-Trade repeals
lall custom laws, closes all
custom houses and opens our
ports to the same freedom
of commercial intercourse as
now exists among the sever-
al States. This means di-
rect taxation to raise the

increased | wages.
These statements cannot’ be
sustained. It 1s true we
have an i1mmense country,
possessed of all kinds of clt-

than any other country 1n
the world, but we neglected
to develop this wealth and
utilize these natural resonr-
ces until after the enactment
of our Tariff in 1861,

It was our Protective
Tariff which induced our
capitalists to develop the
wealth of the nation, which
erected our furnades and
built our factories: which
has thrown open our iron
and coal fields, constructed
our railroads and opened our
given

and enabled us to market
our products in comp\,txtlon
with those produced abroad.
It was our Tariff laws that
gave this advantage to our
labor and industries.

‘“*A Hornet’' further al-

high wages in England, that
they are higher there than
m any other continental
country, and that |is proof
that a Tariff is no /protector
of wage workers. In order

that

tection, rigorously| enforced
until she believed that her
wealth, her machinery. and
her skilled workman could
not control the markets of
the world. Nelther her man-
ufacturers, nor her laborers,
to-day participate in this
admiration of her fiscal pol-

thousand
in her

cotton mills at Manchester!revenues now derived from

!try.
’It was stated in Parliament |

customs duties. This reve-
nue must then come from
taxes levied similar to the
method of State taxation for
State, municipal, school and
other purposes. About one-
fourth would be borne by
personal property, and the
other three-fourths by real
property. The farms and
farmers would carry the
load. Added to the local
taxatiou the Federal burden
would be crushing. The
people would uot submit to
it. The farners could not
endure the oppression.

England is the representa-
tive Free-Trade country.
The United States the rep-
resentativeProtection coun-
Sixteen billion was the
sem total of our wealth 1in
1860, and one-half of that
was wasted in the war. The
wealth of England at that
time was $30,000,000,000,
or nearly twice that of the
United States. But not
withstanding the .cost and
devastation of a four year’s
war our wealth in 1890 was
over $65,250,000,000.
increased from 1880 to 1890
49 per cent. A proportionate
increase from 1890 to 1900
would indicate wealth of
nearly $100,000,000,000 at
the begining of the twentieth
century. In 1860 our manu-
facturesamounted to $1,800,-
000,000, while now they
reach the vast amount of §9,,
372,437,283. 'Then we were
the third manufacturing
countcy in the world, while
to-day we are the first, ex-
ceeding Kngland byover one-
third. It is such facts that
refute statements like those
emanating from the pen of
**A Hornet.”’ _

At one time Ireland had a
Protective system, under
which she supported in reas-
onable comfort 8,000,000, ot
people. Her manufactures
of linin. silk, wool and cot-
ton, Protected by Tariffs,
and encouraged by subsidies,
absorbed her capital, em-
ployed her laborers, promo-
ted diversity of industries
and inshured prosperity.
England feared her progress
under this system. She ad-
vised, cajoled and flattered

Ireland into the belief that!

she could raise raw material
on her fertile soil, sell it to
England and buy of her the
manufactured products more
cheaply than she could make
them. And that Free-Trade
would be a blessing.
Beguiled thus, Ireland
consented. Her Tariff was
gradually repealed—horizon-
tally destroyed—and her
subsidies withdrawn. Since]
then Ireland has become the
poorest, most distracted and
harassed country on earth.
She drank to the very dregs

the Free-Trade cup which

It Hornet,

«“ A Hornet'’ resorts to
that 1ast refuge of the Free-
Trader, that Protection does
not increase wages. ‘The
fact is they have increased
since 1860. Is -it .likeley

on increasing from decade to |
decade, as they have, if we
had not increased the oppor-
tunities of and demand for
labor by introducing manu-
facturing industries and di-

And how could we have suc-
cessfully established and

with our wages of- labor
from the start higher than
in Europe, if we had not ad-
opted the policy of Protec-
tion? ‘Taking into account
the fact that Protection
cheapens the cost of living
and the purchasing power of
a dollar has increased from,
15-to 20 per cent. since 1860
it is evident that wages have
more than doubled since that
period.

To judge from the intem-
perate language and exag-
gerated statements of ‘“‘A
" it would seem as
if those engaged in industri-
al pursuits were robbers and
outlaws. They are nothing
of the sort. They are a part,
and no mean part, of the bus-
ness of the country, and un-
der the laws have been invi-
ted to engage 1n business.
They are a part of our re-
sources as a nation, and to
develop these resources is ac-
cording, tothe wisest states-
manship the test of true
statesmanship.

A great deal is said about
Protected monopolies: that
their existence and continu-
ance 1s due to the Protective
Tariff. This alleged connec-
tion between a Tariff and
monopolies is more imaginary
than real. This idea had its
origin in the house-top ut-
terances of politicians, who
expect to reap political gain
from its dissemination. No
country in the world has
more monopolies than F'ree-
Trade England. There
could be no monopoly so
widespread and disasterous
and humiliating to witness,
none that would so crush out
the spirit of our people, as
the monopoly which Great
Britain would have upon
the markets and
of our country were it not
for Protection ——Buﬁalo En-
quirer.
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that they would have gone‘

versifying our employ rments? | |
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IMPORTANT TO TEACHERS
AND THOSE WISHING
UNIVERSITY 1IN-
STRUCTION. 3

UNIVERSITY SUMMER SCHOOL
FOR TEACHERS. r‘)

The seventh session will hegm June
| 12th mext and continue for four weeks
! The faculty will include more than twen-
ty eminent instructors. There will be
daily instructions in the best methods of
teaching all of the branches thught in the
lcading public and private schools, h
Schools and Academiies in the %ut
Since its establishmens six years ago, the
! Lm\ ersity Summer School has easﬂv
I ranked with the best Summear Schools of
the country. The advantages of this
year will surpass those of former years.

ANOTHER FORWARD MOVEMENT
| - AT THE UNIVERSITY, :
i For the first time in its history, the Uni-
and-

versity will have a Summer Term,
offer

+ 20 REGULAR UNIVERSITY COURSES

Many a teacher desiring to pursus an
advanced course during his vacation,
many a college student who wishes to
carry on his studies during the summer
months and thus hasten his graduation,
and many men and women who can at-
tend college or the University only dur-
ing June, July and August will learnr giad-
ly of this new departure.

Members of the Summer School di
the four weeks it is in session, may ‘at.
*tend the Summer Term classes free of
charge.

For circulars givi
to tuition, board, anc%
address

PRESIDENT ALDERMAN,

or M. C. S. Noble, N

Superintendent of the University
Summer School,

- CHAPEL HILL, N. C.

full irrformsation as
courses of study,

A Catalogue of the best
Burr Mills for fine Table Meal,
at prices that will surprise you.
Be convinced by writing te
W. C. MEADOWS,
Poors Knob, N. C.

SOUTHERN
_ RAILWAY.

bTANDARD RAILW'AY OF

THE SOUTH
The Direct Line to All- Points.

TEXAS,

CALIFORNIA
FLORIDA
CUBA A N, D
PORTO RICO.
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ment on all Through and’ g

: cal Trains; Pullman Pal

. Sleeping Cars on all
: Trains. Fast and Safe

Travel by the Southern and you are :
sured a Safe, Comfor{able, and
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APPLY TO TICKET AGENTS FOR TIME T
BLES, RATES AND GENERAJ INFOE " el
TION, OR ADDRESS

R. L: VERNO‘I F.R. DARBY,

T. P. A, G, P &T
Charlotte, N. C. Ashmlle

No trouble to answer Ques

Frank § Gannon, . 2
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WASHINGTON, D. C.
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