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i J . X London, December 10th, 18SS.
v 1 nrrived here from Paris about two \weeks since,
'and of course have not as yet hal time to survey one

_ 'hal! the splendour and rags, wagnificence and mud,
lof thig vast city. i should not have been able to com-

P‘ the marvellous even by the  bhroad

light of thqstln,quf'-h less throagh that lnrid gloom’

" which here discplours and confounds all objects to the

curioys and impatient eye. There is no sky here
;‘With ilt@ Rth'i“u yieldillﬂ_ (]B[)l’}s of bll]ﬂ'—-hut instead
theredf, orie vast, allishadowing cloud of emoke, so
1&&&:]‘“&}}:1 ..t,!.q rs a,ucon‘.] their watch-tpwers unseen,
“and even the buning orh of day appears so shorn of
_its beams, that yon conceive it is merely the moon
Yet I have foand in
this place of gloom, one spot o[‘ligh’ and cheerful

et ~comforty—it is a jrooil coal fire in the Norlh and South

American Coflee House.  This excellent estahlish-
-ment, I findl is, of long standing, and has a reputa-
tion equally eminent and deserved. The Landlord
is one of those whole souled men that you like to meet
with, ‘whether at-home or abroad. He js everat your
service. and appears more solicitous about your com-

_ fort, interest and happiness, than any pecuniary

returirs for his attentioll. His wife, in spirit, devate -
ness. nnd action, “is s0 like him, that you weunld sa
they were hot' designed originaily by nature to head
an establishment of thjs kind. I find in the reading
room -which isvery spacjous, elegant and well lighted,
papers from every part of the world. You can hardly
name!a rountry, o éomnjunity, that has not the offer-
ings ol its press fi€re. 'Tlhe house is near the Royal
Exchanze—the véry centre of business—and where,
if you are a mern spectator, you may see all London
- pass within the/hours of the day. Any American
who may wander to this city of noise and cloud, will

_ find, 4= I have done, a cheering refuge in the North

an'! South American Coffee House.
The King is it Brighton—so 1 =hall not see the
reat [Reformer, whose popularity fills:the neblest
éa]m.’ The Cabinet—strange to say—have been
running down a.little red tailed fox, that after all got
away |from them, to be chas2 again, perhaps, hy

~ | some {troop of noble Peer<, with hounds, which they
- | say, can.out-s »eed the lightning. The Nobility are

in the country, or on the Continent, with here and
 there one lingering behind, like the list representa
tive of 1 fallen dynasty, ' Not heing able to see the
Kings T went to see a pear relative of Major Andre—
to whow | was introduced by Dr. B. an eminent phy-
We discoursed some time on the
_events of oar Revelution, especially t]m# one in which
' Bis lnmented kinsman fell a sacrifice to his royal da~

. ring, ' He spoke with much good sense and affection-

ate remembrance, and | involuntary regponded, with
that indefinable griel which one must feel in seeing
so noble a being fall a victim {o the majesty of a se-
vere but salutary law. Ak _
The balloon, from which I expecte:{ to look down
upotrthe * cloud gapped towers and gorgeous palaces”

* of this city, being laid aside in its winter quarters,

I took to the opposite extreme, and went under the
Tharmes, through a long, spacious gallery, splendidly
arched and lighted, and which is vulgarly ecalled a

- tunnel, though it looks like & place designed for a mys-
- | terious communication between two sundered worlds,
. While standing tthere, with massive ships drifting

abovegme, I feltlas many fathoms down, as he who
dez¢ends to the shadesof Avernus. Though the pre-
'sent is an age of unprecedented enterprise, yet this

. work{under the Thames notches forward a century.

1 hope it will be completed, for it is now like the

' Tower of Babel when the huilders ceased their works

When in the Tower, I gave three shillings to see
the tfown o! George the IV. It is verily a most bril-
Liant bauble, and never were five millions of dollars

- more Dolishlysquiandered. W hat must the thousands

say ol it who are starving for bread? Were some of
them to steal it, and barter it for food, iifI were their
judge, upon a charge of theft, or burglary, I would
neither hang them, nor send them to Botany Bay.
One evil inseparable ffom a monarchial government,

' with an aristoer ciy, is an irresistible passion for show
- —a reckless prodi

igality in the mere glitter of the

thrqne. Give me rather republicamism with all its

_+ nice frugality, simplicity,and contempt of adventitious
~ distinetions. '

~ Our countryman, Mr. Colton, in his defence of the
Americans and Tour of our Northern Lakes, is ma-
king| quite an impression here. He has passed the
ordeal o many of the_Reviews, and come off not on-
ly without a broken hone, but with many offerings of
, He AHas consigned Capt.
Hall to the dyst and silence-of the upper shelt, and
buried Madam Trollope in the grave of forgetfulness.

THE COMING SESSION OF PARLIAMENT—ITS DOINGS
7 2 . AND DANGERS. i
- 5 : Lonpon, Dee. 16.
The busy noteof war is sounding through the coun-
try. Quidnuncs are on the gui vive ; the papers are
 tull of military and naval imelligence, and we are all
of opirion that there is  work’ to be uchieved. The

o

~ drmyiselated atthe thpught ; every soldier is panting

forthe sound that shall summon him to the field, and

el the barracks and depots are being filled, the troops

carefully inspected, and the arms and munitions
minutely examined. At the various arsenals a still
freater activity is observable; more hands have
en.throwp mto the dook yarks, several new chips
are 1o be immediately completed, many now lying
in ordu_u}ry are to be forthwith commissioned, the new
Iﬁlﬁ"m frigates are to l"e in readiness, and the usual
Tendezvous are opened for the enlistment of marines,
and, ¥ was Zoing rosay, the impressme it of sailors.
The Ganges 84, Bellerophon, 80, and Resident,
932, now lying at Portsmouth ; the Calcutta, 84, Min-
de:_;,_u, and Portland, 52, at Plymouth ; the Blen-
‘heim, 74, and Worcester, 52, at Chatham ; -are the
Vvessels that have been commissioned, and a very snug

‘little fleet the y will make. It is expected that. they

will be sent ta increase the already very large force
ol Sir Pulieney Malcolm  This vigorous display is
‘tended to back eertain remonstranceseaddressed to
the Czar, relative to the late treaty with T'urkey, and
1o show him that England will support the “inde-
Pendence of Turkey.” ‘This demonstration is, 1 fear,
ilittle bit too late. . The domineering power has-al.

~ Teady a very large force in the Black Sea, one in the
.‘Eli:tltnc- and another in the Mediterranean. But of
the
tars would be hut too happy to commence broadsides.
It issnid that the large fleet now fitting ~ut at Toulon,
i3 destined to co-operate with the British squadron.

Parliament assembled the other day, that is, the
rd Commimionez took their seats upon the throne,

Summoned the H of Commons in the person of
e of the Clerke, and reatl his Majesty’s pleasure for
8 further prorogation to the fourth of February. !t
Will then meet for the dispatch of business, which it is
SXpected will be greater and more laborious than at
any preceding session. - Ministers intend to bring for-
Vard some very important measures, and are willing
“stake their reputation upon. their mode of introdu-

»

]

uscovite navy I have no dread, and I think our’

cing and carrying them. An altcration in the Re-
form Bill is spoken of; but how or in what particular
point, whether the extension of the franchize, or the
 removal of'the clatse which renders the payment of
rates the ground of’ qualifications, T have not been
able to ascertain. That some change must be made
there can be no doubt; and that it must embrace
either one or both of the above named evils, ] am most
decidedly of opimion. The late ferment about the as-
sesse( taxes was coneiderably aggravated by the cir-

~ompletely disfranchised. 1t is presumed that in the
Borough of Marylehone there are 5,000 electors in
this annoying predicament. e/ |

_ The next measure will be the very ticklish one of
Church Reform, and which has already excited the
Tories,.and called forth their dread and indignation.
The organs of the Church and King’s party are al-
ready sending forth the note of alarm, and endeavour-
ing to. convinee the country that Relicion must be
endangered, if even a single eoh-web should be eacri-
legiously removed from the walls of the establishment.
But this will not do—the tosein will be sounded in
viin, The people of England have at last discover-
ed, that Religion does not consist of the pomp of epis-
copnc?l, or piety in the number of fox-hunting parsens,
and elerical justices. They like to have their own
clergymen and their own churchy aad they begin to
consider it a very erroneous burthen, a positive (')pprem—
sion, to be forced 10 pay towards the building of an
edifice which they never enter, and support a minister
whom they never hear, and whose doctrines they
may conscienciously oppose.- Thecountry, therefore,
will be with the government in this question, and

y | though a violent opposition may be made by the con-

versative Peers, and the bench of Bishops, yet the
voice ol the people will succour. support, and make the
ministers successful. '
Wien the Church shall have undergone a th.orough
re.ormation, the Municipal corporations will have to
submit themselves to the knife. This question will be
a highly interesting one, and will give rise Lo, many
important debates in both houses. But as the Com-
mons are enlirely umder the control of the Treasury,
the Minister wii\ybe enabled to carry his bill to the
Lords, where, it is expected it will be very roughly
handled, if not thrown out. Very heavy bets have
been made, and even odds offered, that neither the
Church not Corporition Reform Bills, will be permit-
ted to reach the throne. In the event ‘of such a di-
lemma taking place,.the Ministry must retire, unless
they can manage to get the House of Commons to pass
a vote of approbation and confidence ; but when we
consider the present tone of the radicals, and feelings
of the Irish opposition, numbers may be very evenly
balanced, and perchauce a minority may be the fate
of the government. ' 'T'he repeal of the assessed Taxes
would have appeased the radicals for a time, and a
little gentleness in Ireland, and the withdrawal of the
Barret prosecution, would have soothed the repealers.
But owing to the impolitic conduct of ‘he Chancellar
of the Exchequer, such an advantage has not been
procured, and unless he has in store ‘a sop for Cerbe-
rus,” his days as Minister are unquestionably num-
bered. , .
These are the principal and most important mea-
sures which must occupy the attention of the, forth-
coming Parlilament, and it is impossible to say wheth-
er the Lords may not avail them=elves ol an opportu-

add to their iniquity and unpopularity. ' The absence
of tha: genius of evil, the Duke of Comberland, may

dirested to any specific object, as without his royal |
highness; 1 firmly believe that their opposition would
only consistof a fanfaronade. The Law of Libel
maust also undergo a change, as must the one relaling
to debtor and creditor.’ Lord Brougham’s Local Court
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cumstance of those who were unable to pay, being'

nity to stir up a little more mischief, and if possible, |

perliips prevent the energies of the ultra party being |

| tremendous rush took 3
;tzhent!e;nenrlhe tails of thei
€ sake ol their conlents) and a namber of females
were compelled to.give way to their feelings in_ long
and loug continued\séreams. I had managed to push
myselfas far forward as I could, and whea the move.
ment commencesd, | \bps regularly borne along with-
out any other difficulty or detriment 'than that ocea-
81 ned by a vinegar faced, skinny old daughter of Eve
: h_avmg driven ber-sharp pointed lef} elbow into m§
right side, and near stunned me with her groans and
shrieks. At last, hng;vever, I was thrast through the
door, and from the pessure behind was foced, with a
dozen dthers, down three or four steps and over as ma-
ny benches, to the saerifice of some blood from my
nose, a sprained anele, and the great amusement of
those who were in perfect safety. ' :
I'hose who followed came pouring in, and most of
them auffcwd_, the same or a wors: fate than myself.
It was some time befbre any thing like.order could be
restored, and when jt was finally ohtained, and the
agony which I was enduring had become less violent,
I began to survey the place and the extraordinary
scene which attracteéd my curiosity. I found myself
in a very lolty room,:about four hundred feet long and
one hundred in width, its extremity terminating in'an
archway, behind which was a lesser room of a semi-
‘circular form, filled up with tiers of benches, rising
above each other, 4nd capable of accommodating
some three hundred persons. The whole building is
neat in its architectuve, painted white, and the greater
portion of it ﬁttqd. upin the same manner as ordinary
places of worship. % large glass cupola was the only
window, (if'so it mayhe called,) which lit up the build-
ing, and suspended fiom the eentre of its summit was
a very handsome carved gilt chandelier. Beneath
the arch which I have mentioned, a platform is ergct-
ed, covered with red;cloth, and having mueh the ap-
pearance -of a Dais. Itis ascended by twelve steps,
which run completely round it, and on- which are sea-
ted, at certain distances, as many persons, who are
denominated deacons. ‘ { .
Upon the elevated spot, and on its extreme riglit, a
bronzed pedestal is erected, which is peculiatly clas-
sical in its appearance. and is far fram being unlike
the small altars of incense in use by the ancients. The
top of it iscovered with a very beautiful cushion, in
stamped scarlet velvet, and upon thit, a large closed
folio Bible, superbly bound, was conspicuously placed.
In “a handsome chair, modelled from the curule, and
in the centre ot the site of dignity, sat the great lion
of the place—the Rev. Eldward Irving. "He was at-
tired infull dress, black, and his well made legs we e
stretched out, displayiug their silk and symmetry up-
on a splendidly cushioned footstool. His headire-
clined upon his right hand, and his long black curling
hair hung over his shouldees, in a manner which
looked peculiarly wild, and unquestionably contribu-
ted considerably totheeffect. Behind the getter up
of this theaticalconcern, and at a short distance {rom
the platform, eix seats, or chairs of an antique form,
were placed, and all of them were occupied by those
among the followers of the chief, who had either been
remarkable for their violence of belief, or the extent

rof their pockets and credulity. These personsare

czlled elders, brotlters and exhorters.

I had scarcely concluded my inspection of the place,
before the senior of these personages arose (rom his
seat with much solemnity, aud after reading aloud a
verse in the Bible, procceded to deliver an exhortation
upon mercy. He was followed by all'the Gthers in
succession, and who selected points of Seripture as
the basis of their observations. On the conclusion of
their discourses, each lasting abeut a quarter of an
hour, the High Priest got up from his luxurious posi-
tion, advanced to the bible, and opeding it, read a
verse for his text and commenced his sermon.

Bill will again be brought forward, and, 1 think, will
this time be successful.

its final and complet= triumph, 1

the sitting of future Parliaments.
will be frequently discussed—but not revised. The
greater portion of the Aaministration are lande!d pro-

tem to be sincere in the desire for a change.
fore, do not anticipate any alteration from the Whigs.
1f they should do so, it will be by force, as they are
the very _
were, only apon cémipulsion.
will of courss form dn‘item in the debates, and I pre-
sume, will be repealed. A property tax will be brought
forward by Mr. Fergusson, but it is not thought that
it will be carried. Monied men, the Barings, and the

wther fund holders, have no great admiration of such

an impost, and if they can prevent it, they will never
tax themselves. ]

There are other important measures which 1 ean-
not find time or space to dilate upon, and which must
occupy the most serious attention of the House of Com-

to encounter, will be an explanation of their infamous
conduct towards Turkey. This they wiil find it no

opposed to this portion of their foreign polity, and ma-
ny of their most ardent admirers, both among mem-
bers of Parliament and the press, have openly de-

dignant at the insolent attitude of the Russian Auto-
crat. The Session will be a busy one, and I hope
that itymay contribute to the stability of the govern-
ment, the satisfaction of the people, and the prosperi-
of the country.

THE REV. EDWARD IRVING AND THE
' UNKNCWN TONGUES.
Lonpon, Dec. 1833.

On Sunday last I visited the place where Irving
holds forth, and 1 will endeavour, in as few words as
I possibly can, to'give you a faintidea of what I heard
and witnessed. Driven from the magnificent edifice
' which the piety and attachment of his followers had
erected, he sought refuge for himsell'and his doctrines
in obecure places in different parts of Loudon, until he
gucceeded in inducing a weak minded but wealthy
broker, whose name s Drummond, 1o purchase two
large houses, adjoining each other, in Newham street,
and throwing them into one, he has produced a toler-
ably geod, if not a handsome chapel. On entering
the gateway, I had to gothrough a long passage, un-
til stopped by a hatch of wicker work, beyond which
were closed red baize doors, for the entrance of the
known and initiated. . :

It was nine oclock in the morning, and about one
or two hundred were already waiting in the
space between the gate and the door just mentioned,
and as many more were crammed into the staircases,
which on the right and left led up into a small balcony,
opening upcn the gallery of the Chapel. The voice
of some one within, and a hint from the doorkeeper,
convinced me that the crowd were waiting until a
prayer had heen concluded, and not from any want of
accommodations within. After an hour and fifiteen

The important question of T'riennial Parlinments! . _ .
will be forced upon the government, as Colonel Evans, | some outlandish cries and screaming gibberish, yet 1
the member for Westminster, has pledged himself to | assure I wasquite terrific when 'these unearthly sounds
bring the subject forward.’ It is generally believed | fell upon my ears. I cannot give any accurate idea
that a compromise will be entered into, anJ that five | of their nature, character or effect. They must be
years, instead of seven, will be the allotted period for | heard—they cannot be described.

The Corn Laws

mons. . The first difficalty’ which Ministers will bave’

easy matter to perform, as public opinion is certainly |

nounced the apathy of Lord Palmerston, and are -

had not proceeded more than ten minutes, befere I

| was startled and horrified with one of the most al-
The Chancellor is pledged | ¢
to-the measure, and he has not ye$ got over the net- | unknown sound, in a powerful and shrill female voice,
tling of deteat ; he will therefore try his best to secure | and then gradually dying away in (I presume) an

arming shrieks I ever heard, rapidly followed by some

intended translation. Thuugh I had -expected to
hear the “tongues,” and was perfectly prepared for

I was not alone in my sensations. Several females
‘shrieked, many fainted, some got into hysterics, and

: the men appeared so romﬁletely paralized, that it
prietors and are too much interested in the presentsys-| Was a few minutes before t

I, there- | dering the sufferers any assistance.

ey were capable of ren-
o _ During the
whole of this extraordinary scene, thespeaker stood
unmoved, and when those who were frightened had

reverse of Falstaff, and do every thing asit been removed ‘and quite restored, he continued his
' Thé Assessed Taxes ' discourse as if nothing had occurred to give him any

|interruption. The sounds, as well as I remember theny;
. were these—* Cheios— Cheios— Cheios— Zegara—

- Zegara— Inesta— Lemick—Reminter— Zegara.”
—And then bursting forth—* [T FLOWS—IT

'FLOWS—DRINK YE—DRINK YE—BE YE
FILLED—BE YE FILLED—LET 1T rLow—Let

it flow—Let it flow.”—I have endeavored, by under-

'scoring this nonsense, to show you how the cadences
were arranged ; but your imagination must fill up for
the ear, from the very scanty and trivial information
which I am enabled to give to the eye. I record the
stuff, also, because I wish you tojudge of its true
character.

The Editorsof the Mercury have been favored
' with the following letter, dated | |

-

Paris, Dec. 16, 1833.

Although this visit to the capital of France was
made solely for business purposes—in the pursuits of
which, my time has been almost wholly engrossed—
-yet it is difficult to pass through the streets of Paris,
without meeting with some object of a novel and

- therefore an attractive character. , :
1 have visited this city belore as you know, and
geen almost all the * Lions” of the metropolis;—though
. to examine the objects of curiosity and the cellections
of art with which it abounds, in a satisfuctory man-

ner, would require years of diligent application.
The Louvre, for instance, with its Bumerous Halls
filled with the choisest specimens of painting and
'statuary of the ancient and modern schools ;—the vast
“and boundles variety of the collectionsinthe Museum
“of natural history and mineralog'y ;—the antique and
- naval curiosities, &e. would well repay the attentive
-examination of months. | ‘This, like most other objects
'of a like nature, is ur.der the direction of Government,
:and is open to the public daily. A stranger has on-

He.

|

ducenents held ontto the young men in our count
to study a while in Paris,—and which I hope will op-
erate to bring more ofour countrymen here t com-
plete their studies. *; .

Among other things ol interest ‘at present is the
celtbrated “ Clwpa%.m edle,” which bas recently
arrived in the Seine, n’n'z yaits for the river to
rise, in order to come upto t m witere it is to be
re-erected. The expense of bringipg this from Egypt
has been immense, and the difficulties in the way
would have rendered the undertaking impossible,
with any ether than the French. ' vv . v+ -

I have been much amused this forencon by a visit
tothe Bourse, or Royal Exchange, where business is
conducted in quite a novel manner to me. The buil-
ding itself is ol white granite, quadrangular in“form,
and elevated 16 steps from the street—and quite iso-
lated from any other building. The projecting roofis
supported on two sides by 15, and on the other two
sides by 20 beautiful Corinthian eolomns, and exter-
nally this building presents, perhaps, the most per-
fect specimen of modern architectare in the world.
[ts whole proportions are sy rical—unique—
and in perfect accordance with good taste. I shall
never be satisfied with gazing upon it. The inte-
rior of the bailding is not only equally tasteful, -but
gd?imbl}mdamed to the object for which it was

uilt. ‘ : .

A superb flight of stonesteps leads to the galery,
from either sidc of which you cau look down upon the
ampitheatre where the business is principally eon-
ducted. This presents a most animating and busy
scene. In the centre of the court or ampitheatre,
is a cirbular enclosure ahout 15 feet diameter, which
isagain sarrounded at about 4 feet distance by asim-
ilar railing. Inthe very centre are the stock-brokers,
or-“ political gamesters;” for here the buying and
selling of stoeks amounts to gambling in every sense
of the word. = Between the inner and the outer enclo-
sure arestationed a number of persons, who commnu-
aicate with the brokers, and also with the people who
crowd about the outer enclosure. So great is the
number of persons talking, that every word is uttered
'in a loud voice, sal Bappears disorder, confusion
and jargon, to @ e gallery.! People are
shouting, taking ms, beekoning to others,
and answering @@ in one breath, and at
the same instant,~~SWE0" doubt rmillions of {rancs
change handsevery ddy in this little Babel. The
other parts of the room are occupiedl by those who have
business of other kinds to transast—none of whom
seem to hear or be at all disturbed by the stock brokers.
‘The scene, as I before remarked, is a singular one;
the hum of human voices from below—the constant
waving of several thousand hats (for you cannot see
the bodics inso erowded an assembly,) is very exci-
ting and amusing. Ll -

Inthe gallery is presented another scene and of al-
together different description. This is the . female
exchange. Not a buying and selling ofladies, either
white ot colored, buta female stock exchange! Hun-
dredyof women attend here daily, and buy and sell
stocks on their own acgount! This you will searcely
believe—but it is realy so. .

. Inmy description of the building, I omitted to men-
tion that the interior is covered by a roof’ beautifull
and deceptively painted with different scenes, whicﬁ
appear to be statuary in relieve,—and so well execu-
ted that one can scarcely believe his senses when as-
sured ol the fact. The whole is lighted by acentre
sky light, eo thatno windows are required on the
sides of the building. The room around the hall
or court, and under the gallery, is divided into smal-
ler apartmente, and occupied as public offices. !

Externally, Paris is a very uninteresting place.
‘The®treets are generally narrow, dirty, and without
sidewalks, and while walking in them one is frequent-
ly obliged to step into a gateway, or stand close to the
walls of a house, to prevent being overun by the ve-
hicles which drive with great rapidity. Besides, the
gutters run in the middle of the street, so that one is
sure to be splashed with the mud, il he walks any dis-
tance in Paris.  In the night they are lighted by
lampslsuepended over theé centre by lines fastened to
the builningson eitherside. Now and then vou meet
with a beautiful Church, or triumphal arch, or some
public building ;—but in’general the appearance of
things is not impasing. - Its redeeming qualities are
the Boulevards, which surround the city,—the public
gardens, decorated with fine trees, ehrubbery and flow=
ers—the Louvre, and other institutions which 1 have
before alluded to, and last Rpt not least, the passages,
or Aicades as we should call them, with their splen-
did shops,—and the Cafes, where you get delightful
coffee and chocolate, '

I need not recount to you the attractions which
this city presents tothe gay. You know full well
that every opportunity is offered for those who are in-
clined to gaiety, or who -are viciously disposed. And
yet there ia a remnant in Paris who fear the Lord,
and who, notwithstanding the irreligion around them,
Tlet their light shine so as to glorify their Father in
Heaven. Since the Revolusion of 1830, several in-
fant Protestant Churches have been established, and
further efforts are making for the extension of true
religion. I yesterday atttended service in an English
‘Church in'the Champs Elysie, and in the afternocon
heard the Revd. Mr. Wilkes preach an excellent
sermon to a small but attentive audience. [ met, at
the latter place, much to my sarprise, the Revd. Mr.
Abeel, who has been laboring-in China and Siam for
geveral years as a missionary. The poor man has
-returned for his health, and looks miserably.

I notice by the New York papers that a mutual
friend of ours has been drilling the militia, i. e. ta-
king them off. His deseriptions are true 1o the life,
and no caricature. [hope comething will soon be
done to remedy this miserable system of ours At
| present it is a complete mockery—reflecting much
disgrace on our country.

et )

The following amusing description of the Carnival

at Rome, is from a late publication styled “ Rome in

As ' lively picture of a novel scene, it will doubtless
please its readers. |

THE CARNIVAL AT ROME.

"PheRomans, in throwing off the shackles of moral
restraint, do not seem to have gained much gaiety or
pleasure by theirrelease. Nothing 'is more striking
to a stranger than thesombreair which marks every
countenance, from the lowest o the highest, in Rome.
The faces even of the young are rarely lighted up

the Nineteenth Century,” written by an English lady. |
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ry | diculous figures issue forth,—wild Jor their favorite di-

version. Charactersthey can scarcely be called,—
since there is no attempt at eupporting, or even look-
ing them,—either in the corso in the .mnm%;eci!r the
festitio (the masked ball)in the evening. Their on-
ly aim is to dress'themselves, and “to fool it to the
top of their bent,” and they do both to admiratian.
They assume rich, picturesque, grotesque, or buffoon
costumes, according as it is their ohjecl to gxcite ad-
miration, laughter, or love. They may assume an
disguise but what is connected with or gov-.
ernment. They may neither be cardinals, priests,
nuns, pilgrims, hermits, friars, magistrates, or _minis-
ters. In general, the moltley multitude is madc up of
 indiscribable monsters; but punch and harlequift
W. Pantaloon is a prie favourite. d'_l‘;:e ggqc-
tor * Bdngnn 2 is a great man; and. Pagiia-
taccio, Ilﬂ'[! pf clown or fool, drﬁ:aed all in while,
cven 10 the mag the most poputar of all. Turks,
Jews, bakers, cooks, and camericre, are common. 'The
female costumes of the Italian peasantry,—especially
of the vicinity,~-imitated.in gay spangled waterials.

are the favorite dresses of the young en.  Sonic,
however, go as Jewesses, because then tl ﬁly ae-
cost whom they please, without any brea deco-

rum. Many, of both sexes, are dressed entircly* in
white, even to the masks, witlrshepherd’s hats; many
in hlack dominos, their heads covered with a blacie
silk hood, which is a compiete disguise; and many,
—-perhaps the majority,—wear no masks at all, but
appear in gay dresses. 'T'he proportion of maske, .
here, however, is far greater than at Naples. When
a carriage contains masks, the servants, and some-
times the hoi-laes, are often tr;:as:ho;l alst;_, am(l)l t‘.lhc_,a coa:!;—
man generally a rsin the pe ol an woman.

' TIE: carnivj;l v‘igrj)?;t terminated, and we found it as
amusing here as it was stupid last year in Naples avnd
Florence. Even Venice, I hear, has lost herancient
pre-eminence in its diversions; nor is it wonderful
that, pining asshe is under a mortal atrophy, she
should want the spirit for gaiety now. Home is the
place in which itis now seen to the greatest pesfec-
tion; and fora day or two it is really an amusing scene.

- 'The carnival, properly epet&ing.’_. begins alter
Christmas-day, and ends with the commencement o)
Lent, and during that peried the operas and ‘theatres
are licensed ; but it is only during the last e:éqht. days,
---allowing for the intervening Fridays and Sunday,
---that masking is allowed in the streets. The corso.
is the scene of this carious revelry : 'I‘i_)e windows
and balconies are hung with rich draperies, and fil-
led with gaily-dressed spectators. The little raised
trottnirs by the sifle are sot out with ehairs, which
are let, and occupied by rows of masks. The strecy -
is, beside crowed with pedestrians, masked and un-
masked ; and two rows of carriages, close behind each
other, made a continual promenade. Notwithstand-
ing the crowd, the harrowness of the.street and the
multitude of foot-passengers intermixed with the cg-
riages, no accident ever happens3; and though a few
of the horse-guarde are stationed at intervals to pre-
serve order, and prevent the carriages from leaving
their line, I never saw any occasion for their interfer-
ence. -

Both the masked and the unmasked carty on the
war by pelting each other with large handfuls. of
what ought to be comfits ; but these being too costly
to be used in such profusion, they are aetually nath-
ing more than ‘pazzalana covered with plaister, and
manufaetured lgf'zthe purpose, under the pame. of
confiti de’ gesso--(plaster.) This coating flies of¥
into lime-dust, and completely whitens the figures of
the combatants ;-but its pungency sometimes does
mischief to the eyes, though otherwise it is quite
harmless. !

‘Strangers seldom attack you, but those who know
you as seldom let you escape ; and we, being unmask-
ed, and inan open carriage, 'were generally most
unmercifully pelted by masked antagonists. We
took eare to return the compliment with interest,---
abundance of this material, which may be called /¢
wit of the masquerade, being on sale, so that you ean
never be at a loss for a repartee.

Sometimes, indeed, we were assailed by an anex:
pected volley from some passing pedestrian inask, o
whom we could, at the time inflict no retalfation ; buy
we never failed to mark him as a subject for [uture re-
tribation, when the course of the promenade brough:

him again within our reach. . - Ca i
It often happens, in the many stops of the carria-
ges, that tworin the opposite lines begin the aesaul:..
-and quantities of ammunition being poured in, a fiy
rious pitched battle is carried on, until the eavalcade
being put in wmotion again, separates the combatants.
We sometimes received a discharge of real comfits
| but they came “like angel visits, fev, and farboiween.”
Halt' o dozen masks were often hanging together
on the back of our carriage, chtittering to us in all lan-
guages; and in many of them we recognized our
English or foreign acquaintance. DBut the Italians
communicate ' with each other less by words than eigns.
It is wonderful with what rapidity and facility they
can carry on this intércourse, at any visible distance ;
and they thus converse through the medium of (he
eye, not the ear. Whether this custom originated in
that ancient jealousy which secluded Italian women
so rigorously from society,—pbr in that inquisitorial
government which etill -renders freedom of speecls
dangerous, I shall not enquire; but it struck me.
that though atall times much in use amongst all clas-
ses, it is still more practised during the carpival than
at any other period. Every day of the ma rade
the corso becomes more crowded, or more animates.
till, on the last, the number and spirit of the masks,~
the skirmishes of sweet-meats and lime-dyst,—an«
the shouts and ecstacies of al—surpass deseription.
The whole ends by prtting out the carvinal. Just
before dark all the masks appear withe a fighted ta- -
per, labouring to blow out their neighbour’s candle,
and keep in their own. I can easily believe that you
cannot conceive the fun of this, unless you were i the
midst of it; but ridiculous as it may appear, I assure
you we laughed ourselves merry at this absurd scene ;
and that truly great philosopher M.———, nearly
went into convulsions. 1 am told the masking during
| the carvinal used tabe far miore eplendid in former
times than it now ig,—that eastern monarchs, followed
by their Ethiopian slaves ; Roman processions, and
the triuniph of Baechus surroupded by Silenos and all
 his crew of drunken fauns and poseessed bacchantes,
| used to parade the corso. But nothing so elagsically
| magnificent is now to be seen. On the last day
indeed, this year, one large car attracted every Lo-
dy’s attention: It was coveréd with ta , and
| adorned with immense branches of laurel, amongss’
| which were seated eight or ten black dominos, ox

'y to show his pasaport and enter hisname on @ book, | with smiles; a laugh is seldom heard, and a merry | demons, sheltered by their own evergreens from the

. to have the free and undi

right of examining  countenance strikes us with amazement, from its
‘every part of this noble institation. The French na-' novelty.

 tion certainly deserve the gratitude of the world ' for have passed through the cave of Trophonius. Yet,

Rome looks like a city whose inhabitants

their endeavors to cultivate the fine arts, and to pro- will it be believed that this serious, this unsmiling
'mote and cheérish a taste for the arts and sciences. people, rush intothe sports of the carnival with a

' No expense has been spared, and np opportunity lost,

-for adding to the namerous faéilities furnished by this the haliz_ms 7
Government to all who wish to improve their minds saturnalia; and, by astrange annual met

far surpassing all the rest of
"T'hey are madly fond of this ic
pho-

passionate

in science or arts. The Royal Library for example, sis, {rom the most grave and solemn, spddenly be-
groaning under the weight of its tene of thousands of come themost wild and extravagant pe _lp in the
: ‘ It seemsas il some sudden delirnum had

_volumes, is open.at all times to all persous whether
.French or foreigners, who wish to read, study or ex-
‘amine. Then there are the medical and {a.w and
-other schools, where lectures are delivered gratis, by
the most able and talented inen, besides numerous
ojher institutions which I might name, having a

creation.

seized them. All ranks, classes, ages, and sexes,—
under the same intoxication of spirits, parade the
streets. 'The poor starve, work, pawn, beg, borrow,
steal,—do any thing to procurea mask and a dress;
and when the bell of the capitol, after imd day, gives

minutes had elapeed, the doorp werg opened, agd & similarobje cti view. T 1‘39? aloye arc great in- license tothe reign of folly to__commf:n%_ﬁle most ¥i-! At !zle decharge

L -

|pelliug of the pitiless storm, [dealt their fury marci-
! lessly round in showers of ratling hail. |

Every day of the masquerade. gk
small spirited horses, witheut ri
osity in the race, howeyer, is
their natural spirityasto the ag of the goads
ba‘h, ('OVered__ﬁmrp ‘Fw me‘al’ suspended
from their backs, uhlch,a‘:.t ry motion, fall heay;
u the same spot, making large raw gory &
03::' their bodies

‘horrible to behold. Somel
or eight of these goads are bealing their blg
atonce, and as if this were Bot -
| is likewise applied to them, =o that 4
' furious under theee tortures, often €@
. by the jorce of eight orcch Mg
.wrﬂawhichoohﬁoh;;gmat
acannon,t

erunby -




