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Tho Senate resum-d the consideiation of _lh’ﬁ
aess of vesterday, the resolutiuns
wlic lands. The resolutions
Waagh are as follows ¢
esalved, by the General Assembly of North Carolina,
TI:I if Cou.;r'.'ll should give the mowld territory -or
public lands of the Daited States, to the Staies in which
suid lands are situate, it would be a plain breach of the
public faith and & dangerous violation of the rights of all
the States. :
IL Resolved furf
collected from the peop

her, That all the public revenues are
le, directly or indirectly, dnd

; aver to exceed the umount of expenditures neces- |
e ration of the government;

economical administ

N s whenever the proceeds of the sules of the
ic lands of the United States, are not
roquired (in aid of other revenues) for the ‘tegil_imale
f the National Government, we believe it the,
to devise. and recommend sume safe
wethod for distributing, among all the states, any sur-
plus proceeds of the public lands, which may from time
te time remain in the Treasury of the United States,
after defraying its exprndilures. ;

{I1. Resolved further, That Congress cannot distribute
the proceeds oi the sales ol the territory or public lands
belonging to the United States, or the public lands them~
selves, in any manner which givesa preference to the
new stales in which they sre located, without violating
the rights, aud prejudicing the cluims of all the States of
this Uaion. }

AV. Resolved furthe

allempls on the part o
crease the difficalties, and ma

torritory or publ

duty of Congress

r Thut we sincerely deprecate allI
{ the citizens of this state to in-
gnify the jealousies, already
ions. in respect to our pub-
ing to them a party characier, which does
long to the subject. and thereby huoldin

states to put forth urgent an

anreasonable demands and on the other hand, by de-
nouncing their elaims with bitter reproaches. so as to kin-
dle a biage of discontent’ 1n the nation, which, however
nust ultimately endan<
prosperity of the best ‘governmen on

tic lands, by giv
not properly

ger the peace and

V. Resolved, That his Facellency the Governor of this
Blate, be regriested ta iransmit, forthwith. a eypy of the
foregning Resolutions fo each of the Senutors and Repre-
in thel Uonﬁruu of the

M. Liftle having -moved the following resu-
lutions as a substitute, the quesiion w_u:l upon
striking vut the original resolutions, and tngerting
the amendment, viz 2

As the opinion of this General Assembly,
ih:e:?:!}?eﬁ;l ty wh’ml}‘ the Congress of the United States
shall give the pablic lands to the stutesin which they are
situnted, or any act by which the minimum price of these
lands are now sold, shali'be redured, would seriously ?f.
fect the prosperity of all the old States, aad do great :s'n-
justics to those states by whieh they were Ongiustly
ceded 1o the Conleeracy. )

Il Resolved further, As thie opinion of this General As.
scmbly, that the public debt having been extinguished,
aud the object for which the cession of the respective

rtivas of the public domain by the States w‘hu:l_i origi-
eld them, having thus been uccomplished, that
isposition of the puhlic lands. or the ,
ade among the States of the Union,

il be srtioned to he respective sacrifices and
:::::dilummmd by them in support of the United
States; or, al least, in proportion to their Fedoral popus

lation. '

1ML Resolved. Thit the C
requested, to transwmil copies of these
Senators and Representatives from this Sia
gress of the United States.

MR. BRYAN said that the advocates of the
‘resolutions wineh bhad becn imrqdure:l as amen-
datory of :hose brougin forward by the gen-
teman from Surry, (Mr. W ugh,) h.-.ul been
charged with an attempt 1o give to s debate
a pariv characier. No expres.ion ol opinion,
which could be cited as evidence of the cor
yectness of the chiarge, had as yet reached his
ear ; uad he believed that a consci -usness, oa the
part of the accuser, that the miginal resvlutivns
were intended to shivld a certain party {rom sl
responsibility to the country in the just and cor-
vect disposition of the vast and extensive public
domain, was the muio induc ment why this
was mude in 'dvance. We will not bear

such d
thereaf ought to be m

 Tht the Governor be, and he ie hereby

resulutions 1o the
te iu {hu Con-

responsible to us, bul 1o their constiveats, and
before them we will arraign their opinions aud

 sabmit our own, as being the only legiiimate ar.

biters, whose duty and interest it is to decide this
imporiant controversy. What has any govern-
ment or peaple-evar gained by an :ubamln_..m..m
of principle, and an-adherence 1o men T In what
manner have the horor and prosperity of North
Carolina ever been advanced by a blind and
scnseless devotion 10 the political elevauoa of
any wan to the Presidency 1 True, in better
days, when * honesty was a juwel™ and merit the
badge ofdmiu;tioa‘ a Davie aud an Iredell were
bonored and distinguished 3 and in more modern
times, a political recogaition was made of Guate-
mala, as if thereby 10 create an heir lovm for the
political inheritance and distinction of two of her
sons, neither of whom seem 10 have been des«
tined 10 enjoy these transcendant hoaors. With
oue other exception, thege coustiime. the uvnly
henors which the General Government, in the
long lapse of now mear.y sixiy years, have seen
it (o confer upon our goud old Stae. Why have
her juss claims been thus overl.ioched? Why has

~ this great distinciion and prefercnce been made

“aud shown between her and her sister Siates?

It is not because her sons are deficient in merit
and ability ; but it arises from an indifférence 1o
her own inierests and rights, a want of suate
chasacter and independence, a blind devotion to
men, without a knowledge of their wmerits or
qualifications, and a too ready - credality 1o the
Wilfil misreprosentations of designing politidians.
But her poli‘ical regeneration is near at hand.
Coming sveonis cast ther shadows before linn.
and give signs (hat Justice #t last is about 10 be
doe 0 our much inj _
state. ‘The influcnce of all these canses

in fu/l operation heve, and ‘he just and rightful
chaim of Noeth Cacolina to her share of the
rﬁ‘hpﬂububobmuhmm

T e t— a———_ — e -

. | by ber oqn Legislatare, _haum._m i_hc;ie y as-
| seris a righ which militates against the opinioas |

| the pofitierl o' inions of unv candidate for

”

of a certain political faverite, who is suid 1o be in

What h."dl this Leai'ilnlul:a_tu,ddf'wilh PMJI-
dent making 1 or i what manser is it bound by

e

Presidency 1 Our constituents sent us here o

ennct wholesome and just laws for their heneft,

and 10 advance the prosperity and welfare pf
North Carolina. ‘W recognize, thorefore, no

authority, save their will and the constitutidns

of the State and Federal Governments. Why

interpose the moral inluence of asy.mun’s opi-

aion, which militates against the ineresis of gur

State e Why thus deprive nis partisans of the

independence of their pinion, when it conflicts |
with the dearest interest of Norih Carolina 17—

Sir, “ I love Rome more than I do Caesr ;” and

if the influence ot Mr. Vaa Buren’s opinioas are

(o be thus brought in conflict with this great inte-

resl of my native siate, I can only say, us every |
patri L ought 10 say, fearless of the consequen-

ces, T love North Cacolina more than [ do Mar-

tin Vap Buren.,  What will he, or what can be

do for us. compared with the great and transcen-
dent -advantages which we shall derive from a
proper and useful application of oor share of the
proceeds of the public lands? [ deprecate the
introduction of party politics into this debate ;
but he that was guilty, having cast the first stone,
made it my incumbent duty to ive a passing no-
lice 1o this extruordinary depatture from the le-
sitimate subject mauer of discussion.

The Senate witl pardos me, whilst [ call itsat-
teation to the history of the public lands, and the
rights therein, which are resesved 10 the States
by the deeds 'of cession, und recognized by the
constitution of the U, States. The early settle-
' mnis of our country were made upon the Atlan-
tic border, as affording not valy a more easy
communication with each other aud the old coun-
‘ries, but as being betier adapted to commercial
piisaits and social happiness, and calculated to
msure protection and sécurity fiom a wild and
savage foe, and 1he u.known dangers of an unin-
habited and trackless wilderness  The bounda-
ries of ‘many of the states wmore immediately on
the cosst were soun defined, not osly by natural
objects, bat by those which were common with
vie adjoiming states, immedialely in their rear;
winlst pthers were circumscribed by no definite
limits, and contained an unknowa territory, in-
habited only by the [adians, and the beasts of
the forests.  The former of these statos, thus eli-
pibly located, whilst they were colonies of Great
Brititin, and dependent upon the mother country,
buasted of the security of their situation and ful-
Iy enjoyed all the benefits 10 be derived there-
from ;| whilst many of the other siates, which
bad an unprolected fromtier, were exposed to
iie merciless incorsions of the savage Indians ;

subjected 1o all the horrors of their cruel and un-
civilize i warfare ; compeiled 1o Incur the grievous

and heavy expense of protecting their citizens,
in their then infani and helpless state ; and jeop-
ardized their lives, in setiling and extending their
tersitory.  This may beé considered as the foun-
didiion of the tile by which the old states laid
clyim to the territory’ which we shall presently
ser was ceded, for certain purposes, to the- Uni-
ted States.

Tlius situated; the American colonies engaged
in the war of the Revolution; which was prose-
cuted with various suécess; until afier the De-
claration of {ndependince, without manifesting
a determinativn 1o adopt & comuion form of Go-,
vernment whereby the eneirgies and stren. th of
the whole might be cfficaciously wielded and di
rected, and the comnion cavse otherwise promo-
ted.
su many distinct sovereignties, without » common
head, threatened 1o destroy all the advaotages
that hiad been gained from the pending Revolu-
tion, &c., and svon suggested the formativn of
the Confederation, which was subsequently made.
Winlst ongress was in session for this purpose,
in October, 1777, 1he states which claimed the
teriitor . in question were mueh surprised o finc
its deliberations disturbed by the assertion of the
right of the Congress 1o exércise a power and
control over the same in the following proposi-
tion, which was then submitted. viz :

 Resolved That the United States, in ¢ ongress assem-
bled. shall have the sole and exclusive power Lo ascertain
and fis (he western boundary of such states as claim to
the Mississippi or South Sea. and-lay out the land beyond
the houndary so ascertained, iuto separate and indepen~
dent slates, Zw. time to lime. as iE numbers and cir-
cumstunces of the people thereol may require.”

It was contended, in favor of this psoposition,
that as the war of the Revolution was carried 10
by ull of the states, each eontributing, according
‘to_its ability, to the common cuse, and all ma-
Ring saciifices for the general good, that these
waste lands should not be appropriated to sn:
particul s State; whilst on the contrary, the
other States held that the lands were contained
wwithin their chartered limiis, and they were as
much entitled 10 this portion of vheir territory as
to any other. Suffice it to say, that this propo-
sitivn received only the votes of Maryland in its
favour, which state never 'id pi any of the
waste lands, being lounded by the old states of
Vicginia «nd Penunsylvaniy, and thas completely
shut out from the Western territory ; and it was
determined not to incurporate it in the articles of
confederation. :

The spisit of oppesition to the righis of the
states that claimed the territory, did not stop
here; for when the articles of coofederation
were subwiitéd 1o the Legislatures of the seve-
ral states for ratification nd adoption, the dele-
gates from the stats f Marviand, Rhode Island
‘nd New Jersey, in Congress, were insiracted
0 10 amend them, as 10 provide * that the waste
and crown lands should be considered the com-
mon property of the United States.” This pro-
position was likewise rejected, although some

| the live of safe precadents.

jormﬂm.u still claimed the lands, and all acce-
ured and long mhﬂul;
ow

ded to the articles of confederation, except Ma-
Iand ; which state, in the Congress of 1779,

some of the states o this territory ; and whils!

The exercise of sovereign powers, by su

ed her protest aguinst the exclusive claim of|
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ed upon an ﬁ?pa‘lion‘bf power, fﬁ?a‘wrléd her

own, with the evidences of her title.

Thus it will be seen that ‘the title of these
stales to the territary was never dispirted, except
by the states of Maryland, New J.rsey and
Rhode Islund ; all of which were surrounded und
protected by the other old Siates, and wlich,,
when the lands were considered not only as a
burden and expense, but as exceedingly injurious
to those contiguous states, were very willing noy
10 be incommoded ‘thereby. | The states of New

cious in their demands as Maryland, acceded 1o
the articles of confederation; whilst the latter
state still continved to manifest a spirit of dis- |
content and insubordination, as will appear by |
reference o the !imtruclion& to ‘her delegates, |
which were spread upon twe Journals of tle

Congress of 1779.

All difficuliies being apparenily removed, and

this vexed question seemingly settled, Virginia

proceéded to open a lxnd office, for the sale of
her western lands, which a¢t agaift excited the
wrath and indignation of Maryland, &c.; und she
was induced, by the interposition and recommen- |
dation of Congress, in October, 1779, ** 10 for-

bear from settling or issuing warrants for the un-

appropriated lands, or granting the same doring

the (then) presemt war.” The ardent wish j
every Amarican patriot, in this tryiag hour of
our struggle, was 1o present an undroken front 19

our common enemy ; and this obstinate and pers

verse disposition, evinced oa the part of Mary-

land, coupled with her peremptory refusal ** 1o
authorise ler delegates in Congress lo subscribg
to the articles of coafederativn,”  were well cal-
culuted 10 retard the progiess ¢f ourgreal causd,
and to destroy ‘all hope of ultimate ppccess. In
March, 1780, th: Legislatore of New York passed
an act, which, alier stating, i1 the preamblé,
among other things, *““that the articles of con-
federation and perpetual union, lecommended by
the Congress of the United Stades of America,
have not proved acceptable to dl of the States,
it baving beeu conceived that ¢ portion of the
waste and uncultivated territory within the limits
or clsivhis of certain states, ougit to be appropri-
ated as a common fund, for thc expenses of the
war,”” authorized a cession of ner lands to the
United States for certain purpeses, as we shall
see hereafier. This proceedisg -on the part of
New York, together with the mstructions given
by Maryland to her delegates, and the remon-
strance of Virginia against the ¢laim and interfe-
rence of certain stales, were referred to a com-
mittee of Congressy who, afir stating, in the
preamble to their report, how essentiil 1o public
credit and confidence, to the support of vur ar-
my, to the vigous of our councils, and success of
our measures, to our tranquillity a: home, our
reputation abroad, &c., was a libsral surrender
of a portion of the territorial cluiiné, recommend-
ed the adoption of the following /esolution :

o Rue!ved, That cupies of the several papers I':Efal'fed
to the committee be transmitled, with-a copy of this re-
port, to the Legislatures of the several States, and that it
be earnestly recommended to tlbse stales, who have
clains to the western country, to pass such laws, and
give their delegates in Congress s;h powers, as inay ef-
fectually remove the only obstacl| to a final ratification
of the articles of confederation; agd that the Legislature
of Maryland be earnestly requeskd lo authorize their
delegales in Congress {0 subscribethe said articles.” |
Thls'rﬁsululiou, ‘and the proceeedings conse-
guent thefeony having failed t produce the de-
sired e¢ffect, dnd the Stales ownng the waste lands
being unwilling 10 appease Miryland, at ibie gx-
penses of their vast and valuble domiiin, upen
the urlimited and wudefined !srms' contained in
the same, Congress again, o he 10th of Octu-
ber, 1780, proceeded 10 adupl:hu fuliowing re-
solution, plighting its faith- with 1he Siates, as (o
the manner in which the ceded lands should be
disposed of, &c. as an inducement for the States
to reliuquish iheir claim to the same : :

p Ra_solmld, Tha' the unappropriated lands, which may
be ceded dr relinquizhed to the United States, t;_y any
purticular State, pursoant to the recommendation of Gon-
gress of the 6ih day of September last, shall be dispesed
of for the common bcmﬁl of the Uuited States, which 1"|llﬂ|
become members of the Feders! Union, and bave the
saufe tights of sovereignty, frecdom and independence,
as the other,” &c. |

 Thas it will be seen, Mr. Speaker, that, uj/t

this thne, there was a clear and unequivocal jac-
koowicdgment of the right of these States tojthe
lands in [question, by Congess, If, sir, this
claim, ori the part pf the States, were di;-;nf}f_‘ﬂ',
why Jdid Congress, for successive years, prtition
the States to cede their right, aud fina ly sdoptthe
resolutioh which T have jusi readto you, in which
their claim s admitted, and the) necessity of its
relinguishmeut wrged?  Tins nght never 'was
denied by Congress ; aeither did the States, rs I
shail oresently shew you, ever abandon all claim
to their lands. Ohn the first of March, 1781, the
delegates of Maryland. in cbediecce to | thein-
structions contained in an act passed in th4 prece-
ding 'February, signed the articles of confedera-
tion, and thus quietod the fears and anxicly of the
country, and completed the Federal Unien. |

The State of New York executed her t’Jﬂ ef
cession _on the first day of March, 1781, which
was accepted by Congeess on the 20th of Octo-
ber, 1782. The mest important matter for  our
consideration, i this deed, is the cOndition'_z_hare-
in contained, that the lands thereby ceded (0 the
United States “'shall be and enure for the ssq and
benfit of such United Siatesas shall becorde mem-
bers of the federal alliance of the said States, and
for no other use or purpose whaisoever,” Next

\

Jersey and Rhode Island, ndll being 50 pertina- | State of Michigan, and the northwestern territory

shall be i:omidfb_u-ﬂ as'a common j;,-m_d for ikie use and
benefitof such'of the United ' Siates us have become
members of- the confederation or federal allionce of the
$aid states, Virginia inclusive, according to thLeir usuul
fespeclive proportions in the general charge and expens
diture; and shall be faithfully and bona Jfide disposed’ of
gor \kat parpose, and for no other use or purpose whatso-
ver. . sl 8 . -
The lands conveyed by this deed, Mr. Speak-
er, to the Usited States, compretiend that im-
mense tract of country which uow constitutes the
States of Ohio, [adiana, Iilinois, the would be

of Ouis Consin. This latter territory is in length,
from east to west, about 550 miles, and 400 in
breadth, from north o soutl, and <countains an
area uf about one hundred thousand miles square.
During the years 1785, 1786 and 1787, Massa-
chusetts, Connecticut, and South Carolina, by
eeds of cession, conveyed to the Uniied Siates
all their claims to the vacant und unappropriated
territory, which belonged to them, upon similar
con.litions as countain.d in the Virginia deed of
cession. Oar own State, (North Carolina,) in
December, 1789, proceeded to pass an act, in
which, ufter suggesting that ** wlereas the United
States, in Congress assembled, 'have repeatedly
and earnestly recommended 10 the respective
States in the Union, claiming . or owning ‘vacant
Westiern territory, to make cessions of part of the
same, as a further means, as well of hastening the
extinguishment of the debts as of vstablishing the
harmony of the U. Siates,” she anthorized the
Senatois of this State, in the Congress of the
United States, or one of the Senators and two of
the Representatives of this State in Congress, o
execute a deed, on the part aud behalf of this
State, conveying to the Uaited States all that
portion of teritory now constituting the Siate of
‘Fennessee, upon certain codditivns ; one of
which was, that all the lands in‘ended: to be ce-
ded, by virtue of this act, to the United States
of America, and not appropristed. as before
mentioned, shall be considered as a common fund
for the use and benefit of the United States,
Norrth Carolina inclusive, according 1o their
respective and uvsual proportion in the general
¢harge and expenditure 5 and shall be faithfully
disposed of fo. that purpose, and for no other
use or purpose whatever.” ‘This deed of cession
was duly executed by Samuel Johnston and Ben-
jawin Hawkins, our then Scnators in. Congress,
on the 25th day of February, 1790, and accepted
hyv an act of Cengress, approved April 2nd,
1790. = The Swte of Georgia, by an act, passed
in 1802, after reserving 1o heisell, out of 1the s
nett proceeds of the lands ceded, one million
two hondred and fifty thousand dollars, conveyed
to the Unite States her waste lands, upon 1he
same conditions as specificd ia the deeds of cese
sions of Virginia and North Carolina. 'This
cession, together with tha: made by South Caro-
lina, comprehended that extensive and fertile 1e-
gion of country now constitating the States f
Alaba na, Mississ:ppi, &e. and completed the
title, whatever it may be, of the United Siates
w the public lands lying within the boundaries
of the old confederacy.

The two great inducing causes which impel-
led these Staies to cede tieir lands thus to the
General Government, were, in the language: of
the preamble of the North Carollna act, ** the
hastening the extinguishment of the debts, and
the establishing the harmony of the United
States,” | am given to understand that during
my absence fiom the Senate, the gentleman from
Warren (My. Edwards) has endeavored, in his
argument, Lo sustain two positions taken by him
against the claim of the States, and distribntion
of the proceeds of he public lands among them,
viz: first, that they were ceded by 1the Siates to
[the Government of the United States, and that
they belong absolutely to if; and, secondly, that
it would be unconstitutional now 1o disiribule the
proceeds of the sales of them among the States.
As Vitgivia, sir, ceded by far the largest and
must valuable poruon of what is now denomina-
ted the public lands, and as the coadition con-
tained in her deed of cessivis similar to that of
the other states, I will call the attention of the
Senate o its consideration :

-+ All the lands, &e. g0 ceded to the United States, &¢
shall be considered as u common fund for the use and be-
nefit of such of the United Siates as have become, or shall
become members of the confederation, or federal allance
of the said states, Virginia inclusive, sccording to their

usual respective proportions in the general charge and
expenditure; and shall be fsitfully, and bone fide dispo-

sed of Ifm‘ that purpose, and no olher use or purpose whal~
soever.”’

This deed most clearly constituted the United
States a trustee of those lands, for the use and
benefit of suck of the United States, &ec., Virg -
inclusive, as weie or should become members of
the federal alliance. - If the deed were intended
to convey the lauds, absolutely to the Genesal
Guvernment, why make provision for such States

tas had not joined the confederation? and why

mention Virginia by name 2 She constituted one
of the Union, and would have participated in all
the benefits that wonld have accrued from giving
them 1o the United Siates, it the deed did not
contemplate a distinet and individual interest o
the separate states, 'The grant, as hus been re-
marked, is not for the benefit of the confedera-
tion, but for that of the several states which com-
pose the confederation. The fund is to be un-
der the management of the confederation col'lec-
tively, and is so far a common fund; bot it is to
be mariaged for the nse and benefit of the States
individually, and is, so far, a separate fund, un-

in order of time, was the cession of lands made
by Virginia, on the 1st-of Maich, 1784 Oiu.e of|
the conditions contained in"the deed of cession, |
upon which alone Virginia was willing to r_eh-i
quish her claim to the terriiory th_erehy comlmyd, -
‘clearly indicates that she did not intend to aban-
don or part with all her iaterest In the lands;
but that after the particular purposc and pecessi-
ty for the cossion, which the exigency of the
times had created, were answered, that then they
should become the common,_ praperty of all 4!’ the
States of the Unioa. Itisas follows, viz. |

*“ That all the lands within the brritor{w'ud"ed{lo the

i'.h thesein denowaced thoir claiw as being found-

t '
b ) | {|
' = 4 - . ’
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United States, and nmw
uh.?m“ﬁmu oAmericen }

der a joint management. Moreover, sir, this
fund, by the deed, is considered a common fund
of the individual Siates, to be dispused of by
the United States, ** for their ‘benefit, according
{0 their usual respective preportions in the gene-
ral charge and expenditare ; and shall be faith-
fully and bona fide disposed of for that purpase,
and for no other use or purpose whatsoever."
Now, sir, if this were an absolute cession of
these lands, 10 the General Government, why is
it that the Government cannor have an absolute
‘abd uncontrolled disposition of them? Why is it
limited, and bound 1o dispose of them for a cer-
tain purpose, and * for no other use or purpose
whatsoever 1" The answer is obvious. The

-

NO. 980.

were only ceded for a i:tlrl'ai
United States; and as the government could one
[y vse them fur that purpose, when that phrpﬁﬂ
was answered, and the payment of the debts for
for which 1hey were surdendered to the United
Siates effected, the United Siates-could have no
ather title to them than that of u faitliful trustge,
for those who were eatitled to them. e Ly
What was the object of the cession of thése
lands to the United Siates? [t was, in .the ldn<
guage of the deed, to pay *she usual respective
proportions. in* the general charge and expeadi-
ture of each of the Swies of the confederacy, ¥
Let us_see, sir, what constituied this generil
charge and expenditure.  The war of the Revo-
lution® *svolved the States in a debt of beiween
60 and 70 millions of dollars, with no apparent
means to liguidate and discharge the same; tha
articles of confederaiion were so weak aad pow-
erless as to disable the General Government
from ruising, by tazation, ‘a sufficient amount b§
monies 10 meel its necessary wanis; and aach
State was required to make “fixed and Rnown
coniributions™ in aid of the contingen:t charges
and expenses of the Governments The lai-gg
and repeated demuands upon them, arising from
the exigences of the times and the prosecution of
an expensive war, exhausted their meaus and im-
poverished their treasures : notwithstanding the
States, by uncommon and highly patriotic exer~
tions, continued tlieir respetive contributions v
to the time of the gession of these lands aud the
adoption of the Constigution. In this state of
things, with a laige and increasing national deby,
coupled with the discontent and dissatisfaction
evinced by the Siates to which I have already al-
luded, inconsequence of the exclusive claim of
the other States to the lands now denominated
the public domain, the General Government
anxiously directed its alteution to these lands as
the only means by which *“the respective propor-
tions of tie several States, in the geneial charge
and expenditure,” could be raised and discharged,
and the malcontent Siates sauisfied and appeased ;
and, accordingly, sir, we find that, in compliance
with the urgent anag repeated solicitations of the
Guvernment, they consented 10 yield their lands,
upon the condition 1that they should be considered
as a common fund, **for the use and benefit of
such of the United States as have become or shall

alliance of the szid Statos,” the State ceding
them, * inclusive, according to their usual respecs
tive. propuriions in the genesal charges and ex;
penditores and shall De faithfully and bona fide
disposed jof fur that purpose, and for no other use
or purpose whatsoever.” And thus we see, sir,:
that when Marylaad, New Jersey and Rhode
lland joined the confederacy, lhey became en-
titled to their share of these lands, which were
ceded 1o the Government for the common use
and benefhit of all the states, individually, aceord-.
ing to their usual repective properiions in the gex
‘neral chirge und expen lilure; and that the Ge-
aeral Government became bound, by the very
terms of the deed, that she would faitbfully and
Lona fide dispose of them for that purpose, and
for no other use of benefit whatsoever. If the-
General Government is disposed to'perform this
contract, and considers herself bound by, the
high and moral censiderations of honor, integrity
and justice, what becomes of the argument tliat
these lands belong 1o the General Goverament,
and that! she has the 'absolute and uncontrolled
dispositibn of tl.em 1 . Sir, she may rrrogate to
herself the power to do so ; but in o doing she
violates her plighted fi ith, is guilty of a breach
of the coufidence and trust reposed in her by the
states, and is>totally regardless of the the very
ternis and letter of the deeds by which alone shy
can assert any title to the lands. : 4

The states were and are distin¢t sovereigntiés,
as 1o theiwr domain, and he General Government
cannol interfere with the same, unless by their
consent. If, therefure, she shculd disregard:
these deeds as conveyances, &c., she is bound
to respect and observe them as compacts or trei-
ties, between sovereign. and sovereign, which
each have the right 1o énforce and exact the
performance of, according as they may be| vio-
lated und disregarded by the oue or the other.
This, sir, is natural justice, which canuet be
avoided, excépt the General Government, dn-
mindful of its obligations, and in violation of ifs
faith and: honor, by the esxercise of arbilrary
power, or an appeal to superior force, shall cut
the Gordian knot whien binds together the righds
aud interests of ithe states. '

Let us proceed with the further history of
these lands, anil we will soon perceive, that the
argument of the gentleman from Warren be-
comes weaker as we progress, Jn Moy, 1755,
Congress, in the performance of its duty, ¢ coh-
templuted by the deeds of cession, procquded
10 dispuse of a part of these lands, and diiected,
the amount of sales to be paid into the trepsuryv
of the United States, and in August, 1790, passed.
an act, directing the proceeds of the sales to Ba _
applied towards the sinking or discharging of the
debts of the -United. States, &c. In the year
1787, three years after Viiginia had ceded her
lands to the General Government, upon the ton«
ditions already mentioned, the Congress of the
United States, in framing a govermuent for the
very territory so ceded by Virginia, ordained and
declared, * that. the following articles shall be
considered as articles|of compact between the
original states and the people and states in the
said territory, and for ever remain u_uulloi;able,_
unless by common consent ;” and among the ar-
ticles so formed, it 1s declared that * ih"’ legisla-
wres of these districts or new states, shall never
interfere with the primary disposal af the sail,
&c.” which provision has been adopted “into the
constitations of many of the new states, and
forms the condition wbich is cnt.:led frum'pll-l of
them before they can be admitted into I_hﬁ 'Unloh.
Now, sir, if these lands belonged absolutely fo
the General Government, these articles of com-
pgm,dwnld liave been formed between it and the
peopla and siates of the territory, and sheuld
not have been made unalterable, unless by the
mmmm consent of the original tfnb;.l. Jf}t.
origimal states had parted with all their intEress
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