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WAR DEPARTMENT, g
January 25, 1837.

ULES in relation to CLAIMS provided
fof by an act of Congress passed I8th
January, 1837, entitled “An act to0 provide
for the payment of horses and other property
lost or destroyed in the military service of the
United States,”” prescribed in pursuance of the
4th section of the said act.
Al elaims under the provisions of this aet
must be presented at the office of the Third
Anditor of the Treasury Department befure

the end of the next session of Congress, and |

cach must be substantiated by sueh evidence as
as hereinafter designated. with respect to
ca<es of the class under which it falls. |
FIRST CLASS OF CASES.
Bv the {irst seetion of the Jlaw it is enaet-

ed : »

“That any Geld, or staff, or other officer, |
mounted-milititaman, volunteer, ranger, or
cavairy, engadesl in the military service of the
Upnited Siatesisinee the 15th oV June, 1812, or
wha shull I idafter be in said service, and hase

sustained or shall sustain damage, without any
fault or negligence on his parl while in said
service, by the loss of a horse in batle, or by
the loss of a horse wounded  in battle, and
which hasdied, or shall die, of said wound, or
being so wounded, shall be abandoned by or-
der of his officer, and lost, or shall sustain
demage by the loss of any horse by death, or
abandominent, in consequenee of the United
States failing to supply sutheient forage, or
because the rider was dismumﬂeia‘nd separa-
ted from his huise, and ordered to do duty on
foot at a statien detached from his horse, or

i . X I[k'e |
* when thie officéer in the immediate command

ordered, or shall order, the horse turned out
to graze in the woods, prairies, or commons,

‘because the United States failed, or shall fail,

to supply sufficient forage, and/the loss was or
shall be consequent thereon, or for the loss of
necessiury equipage lo consequence of the loss
of his horse aforesaid, shall be aHfcwed- and
poid the value thereof . Provided; Fhat if any
pavment has been or shall be thade to any one
aforesaid, fur the use and risk, or for forage
after the death, loss, or abanlonment of his
horse. said payment 'shall  be deducted from
the value thereof, vnless he satisfied, or shail
satis{y the paymaster. at the/time he made or
shall make the payment, or thersafier snow by
proof, that he wus remaeuntéd. in which ease,
the deduction| shall enly extend to ‘the time he
was on foot: dnd provided also,f any pay-
ment shall have been, or shall hereafter be,
made to any person above mentioned, on ac-
count of clothing, to which he was not enti-
tled by law, shch pavmentshail be deducted
from the valoe of his h‘br’Fe'l ot accoutre-
ments.” ; |

To establish a claim under| this provision,
the claimant mast adduce the evidence of the

officer ynder whose command he served when ||

the loss occurred, if alive; or, it dead, then of
the next surviving officer; describing the pro-
perty, the value thereof, the time and manner
in which the hujss happened, and whether or

not it was sustained without any fault or ne

should also, i? case the claimant was remoun-
ted afier the loss, state 'when he lwas remount-
ed, hcw long | he continued so, and explair
whether the horse whereon he was< remounted
had not been furnished by the| United States,
or beea owned by another militisman or volun
teer, to whom payment for the use and risk|
thereof, or for its forage, whilstin the posses-
sion of the claimant, may have been made; ang
if it had been thus owned, |should nam(}‘. ‘
person, and/the command to| which he b )
ed. Andlin every instance in which the glain
amay cx:.endl-i o equinage, the I_sqranl aﬂiﬂeﬁiﬁ
which the same consisled, and the separate v
lue of eachy should be specifl d. l
-".EI.G‘!OI!ID CLASS © "c s. |
The secand section of the law enacts:
“That :_‘13: person who:hi&

he said militar

service, asa volunteer or |

man, furnished or shall fa natﬂ himself w
arms and | military accoutrements, and su
tained or shall sustain d eby the captur
or destruction of the :, without any faul
or negligence on his part, or whe

lose the same by reason o?'h,il being wounded
in the service, shall be allowed and paid | the|

the value thereof.”

Each claim junder this provision must by b5~
tablished by the evidence ef the offic
commnﬁﬂﬁ the claimant when the |

~ pened, if alive; or if dead, then of
sev

same were not furnished

what way, and: ‘when the
whether 'rnf* il was sustai
fault or negligence on his ,
| THIRD CLASS OF CAsms. |
The third section of the law enacts:
“That any f
susiain damag
struclion, by an enemy, of any
or wagon, cast boat sleigh, or |
such propérly wasin the militar |
the United States, eithér by impressu
coqt_ni:;e except in cases whete th
e property | ‘
agreed “l::lr . by '_I|_. g
appear that such’ loss, captur
was without any fault or 1
partof the owner, and any
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shall sustain damage by the death or abandon-
ment and loss of any such horse, mule, or ox,
while in the service aforesaid, in consequence
of the failure, on the part of the United tes,

| to furnish the same with sufficient forage, shall

‘be allowed and paid the valye thereof.”
To establish a claim under this provision, it

the officer or agent of the United States, who
impressed or contracted for the service of the

the offices under whose immediate eommand
the same was employed at the time of capture,
destruction, loss, or abandonment ; declaring
in what way the property was taken into the
service of the United States, the value thereof,
wihether or not the risk to which it would be
exposed was agreed to be incurred by the
owner, whether or not, as regarded horses,
‘mules, or oxen, he ‘engaged to supply the
same with sufficient forage, in what manner
the loss happened, and whether or not it was
sustained without any fsult or negligence on
his part. . :

The sixth section of the law enaets; < .

“That in all instances where any minor has
been or shall be engaged in the military ser-
vice of the United Siates, and was, or shall be
provided with a horse or equipments or with
military accoutrements, by his parent or guar-
dian, and has died or shall die, without paying
or said property, and the same has been, or
shall be lost, captured, destrdyed, or abandon-
ed, in the manner before mentioned, said pa-
rent or guardian, shall be allowed pay there-
for, on making satisfactory proof that he is en-
titled thereunto, by having 'furnished ihe
same.” £

A parent or guardian of a | deceased 1 inor,
will, therefore, in addition ta such testimony
applicable to his claim as is previously de-
scribed, have to farnish proof thathe provided
the minor with the property therein mentioned:
that the minor died without | paying for such
property ; and that he, the parent or guardian
is entitled to payment for it, by his having fur-
nished the same. Bl

The seventh section of lheil_ﬁw enaets:
| #“That 1n all instanees ‘where any person,
other than a minor, has been of shall be en-
gaged in the military service aforesaid, and
has been, or shall be provided with a horse
or equipments, or with military aecoutre-
ments, by any person, the owner thereof, who
has risked, or shall take the risk|of such horse,
eguipments, or militery accoutrements on him-
self, and the same has been or shall be lost,
captured, destroyed, or abandonéd in the man-
ner before mentioned, such owner shall be al-
lowed, pay therefor, on making satisfactory
proof, as in other eases, and the| further proof
that he isentitled thereto, by having furnished

(h;:f same and having taken the risk on him-
selfl”” Lo

| Besides the testimony in support of his
elaim herein before required, every such own-
er, therefcre, will have 1o prpwe that he did
pravide the horse, equipments, or military ac-
coutrements therein mentioned,and took the
risk thercof on himself ; and, that he is enti-
ﬂ;d to pay therefor, by having furnished the
same, and taken the risk thereof, on himself ;
and this proofshould be contained in a depo-
sition of the person who ha# been so provided
by him with such horse, equipments, or mili

fary accoutrements. { e dieY
In no case can the production of the evi-
dence, previously described, be dispensed with,
unless the impracticability pl"epfr’bducing it be
clearly proved, and then the nearest and best
other evidence, of which the case may be sus-

_ ceptible, must be farnished in lien thereof.
ligence on the cinimant’s part. . The evideus; T e ohaier RS I et

Every claim must be acéi:niphnied by & de-
pusition of the claimant, declaring that he has
not received from any officer or agent of the
United States, any horse % horses, equipage,
arms, accouirements, mule, wagon, cart, boat,
sleigh, or harness, (as the eage may be,) in lieu
of the praperty he lost, nor any compensation
for the same, and be supported, if practicable,
by the original val.ation list, made by the ap-
praisers of the property, hl:;qt‘.ltime the suhﬂ
was taken into the United States service.

. Al evidence other than the eertificates of
pficers, who at the time of giving them, were
ihllha military service of 1' t_e United States,
must be sworn to before some judge, justice of

e peace, or other person| duly authorized

administer oaths, and of which authority, proof
should accompany the evii ce. |
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Third Auditor’s Ofpce, Jan 27, 1837, |
~ Each claimant can have the sum, which

reet on his signifying = hglu to that effeet,
‘#m naming the plaee of his residence ; but if
the money isto be remitted (or paid to

other person, a power 0f attarney
n the chaimant, duly exgcuted snd
ted, should be forwardef wi
;lh' "q ‘-,
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ditors of ne
United States

oht any such fault or neg‘iGélicE. sustained or

will be necessary to produce the testimony of

property mentioned in such claim, and also of

| (what indeed ¢:
|
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may be allowed his ¢laim, remitied to him di- | e
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Proceedings in Congress.
i i
!s&jnm!, I-‘Elhgp 15.
' RELATIONS WITH MEXICO.
‘M. BUCHL%;H,. from | the Committee on
Foreign Relations, made | the following re-
port: ; i '}
. The Committes on Foreign Relations, to
which was referréd the message of the Presi-
dent of the United States of {he sixth instang,
with the accompahying documents, on the sab-
ject of the p’reaem siate of oar relations with
Mexico, report : || ||
That they have given to this subject that se-
rious and deliberate cousideration which its
imporiance demands, and which any cireum-
stances caleulated 1o interrmpt our friendly
relation= with the Mexicay | Republic wonld
necessarily Snat:l From do¢uments submitied

to the committee, it appearj that ever since the
revolution of 1822, which Separated Mexico
{from Spain, and @ven for seme years before,
the Uni'lediﬁlate'!* have had repeated causes o1
just complaint agdinst the Mexican authorities.
From time to time, as these| insults and inju-
ries have o:ccurrd.ﬂi[, demands for satisfaction
have been inade l? our sucdessive public Mio-
isters at the city ‘of Mexico; but almost all
these demands have hitherio proved unavail-
ing., | i '

It might have Eeen expecLed that after the
treaty of ‘Ipence"tnd amity, commerce, and
navigation,concluled betweyn the two Repub-
lics on the fifth Hay of April, one thousand
eight hund'lred a.nd thirty-one, these causes of
complaint would have ceasefl to exist. That
|treaty so clearly defines the|rights and the du-
ues of the resppei;ve parties, that it seems al-
most impossible t¢ misundrstand or to mis-
take them. The lcommittee, notwithstanding
regret to be ecompelled to state that all the
causes of ¢omplaint against Mexico, which
have been gpecially noticed in the correspon-
dence refeired to/them, have occurred since
the conclusion of this treaty.

We forbear frpm entering into any minute
detail of opr gri¢vances. The enumeration
of each indjvidnﬂ'ﬁcnse. with| its attendant cir-
cumstances, ever iif the commitiee were in

possession of sufficient materials to make such
a compilation, is rendered dnnecessary, from
the view which they have taken of the subject.
These cases are all referred|to in the docu-
ment No. 81, entilled “Claims on Mexico,”
in the letter of i s?.ructions from Mr. Forsyth
to Mr. Ellis, of the 20th of July, 1836, and in
the subsequent gorrespondence between Mr.
Ellis and Mr: Mo:n’sterin. the acting Mexican
Minister of Foreigh. Affairs.| |

If the Go*ern nt of the United States were
disposed 1o exaciJ:strict and prompt redress

from Mexico, yd@ | commit ee might with jus-
tice, recommend an immediate resort to war
or.to repris lq'_;r n thiqibject. however,
they give their hearty assent to the following
sentiments ¢ontained in the message of the
President. | He says, ‘‘the lepgthof time since
some of the linjuries have bq' committed, the
repeated and un ':&i_lin‘ applicalions for re-
dres<, the wanton character of some of the out-
rages upon the property and persons of our
citizens, and upon the officers and flag of the
United States, independent of reeent insults to
this Government and people by the late extra-
ordinary Hefxicar‘ inister, Kvould justify, in
the eyes of alf nalions, immediate war. That
remedy, however, should noi| be used by just
and generous nations, confiding in their
strength, for injui'iés committed, if it ean be
‘honorably avoideﬂ‘;{‘and it has occurred' to me

that, considering the present embarrassed con-
dition-of that!cduntry, we should act with

{

hluda.”‘LJ‘i' ﬂ i |
In affording this opportunity to the Mexican
Government, the commitiee would suggest the
propriety of p il.' the /form required biy]
the thirty-foutth artiele of the treaty witl
Mexico, in all the cnses to |which it may be
applicaﬁhei ‘L .f-f ‘article pfovideu that, *“if
' nt be expected) any of the
in the present treaty shall
be violated or ' ted in any manner whatev-
er, it is tiiilﬂt d that neither of the eontract-

ing partjes will arder or authorize any acts of
reprisal, nor déclare war against the other, on
comphaints of frjuries or dameges, until the
said party cobsidering itsell offended, shall
. 2d to the other a sialement

of sueh|injuries br'damages, verified by com-)
jos, lantl demanded justice and satis-

both wisdom and moderation, by giving to
Mexico bne mare opportunity 1o atone for the’
past before we take redress into our own

articles ¢ontair

faction/and i same shall have been either re-
fused o nﬂl'“r onably délaje ooy :
uch & déemand, should prompt justice

1 [ hpi |
y L‘h uiu n vernment, we

o
to all nati n% only for the
moder bnT:ilh hich we shall
rards a sister Republic, but for
ich will then compel us to
ur wrongs, either by aetual
. The subject will then
Congress, at the com-|
ext session, in 2 clear and
e commitlee cannot doubt
immediately

> the

]
it g cpiy

will be

to recall the orders which he had issued to
the general eommanding the forces ef the Uni-
tek States in the vicinity of Texas, directin
him to pass the frontier, should it be foun
a necessary measure of self-defence; but pro-
hibitiag him from pursuing this course unless
the Indians were actoally engaged in hostili-
ties against the citizens of the United States,
or he had undoubted evidence that such hostil-
ities were intended, and were actually prepa-
ring within the Mexiean Territory. '
A civil war was then raging in Texas. The
Texan Troops oceapied positions between the

forces of Mexico and the warlike and restless |

tribes of Indieans along the frontiers of the
United States. It was manifest that Mexico
could not possibly restrain by force these
tribes wihin her limits, from hostile incursions
upon the inhabitants of the United States, as
she had engaged to do by the 23rd article of
the treaty. No matter how strong may have
been our inelination, the ability was entirely
wanting. Under such circumsiances, what
became the duty of the President of the Uni.
ted States? 1f he entertained reasonable ap-
prehensions that these savages meditated an
attack from the Mexican territory against the
defenceless citizens along the frontier, was he
obliged 10 order our troops to stand upon the
line, and wait until the Indians, who knew no
rule of warfare, butindiscriminate carnage and
plunder, should actually invade our territory ?
To state the propesition, is to answer the
question. | Under such ecircumsiances, oOur
forces had a right, by the law of nations, and
the great and universal law of self-defence, to
take a pesition in advance of our frontier, in
the country inhabited by these savages; for
the purpose of preventing and restreining
their incursions.

The Sabine is so distant {from Washington
that it became abselutely necessary to entrust
this discretinnary power in the commanding
general. |If the President had not issued such
orders in advance, all the evils might have
been inflicted before the remedy could have
been applied: and in that event, he would have
been justly responsible for the murders and
devastatiop which might have been committed
by the Mexican Indians on citizens of the
United States.

When these diseretionary orders were is-
sued to Genreral Gaines, they were immediately.
communicated to Mr:. Gorosiza, in the most
frank and friendly spiriv. The future expla-
nations of the whole proceeding were made to
him, and he was over and over again assured
that if this occupation of the Mexican territory
should become necessary.it would be of a limit-
ed, temporary and purely defensive character,
and should continue no longer than the dan-
ger existed ; that the President solemnly
dirclaimed any intention of ocecupying the ter-
ritory beyond the Sabine,ywith the view of
taking possession of it as| belonging to the
Uuited States: and that the military movement
should produce no effeer whatever upon the
boundary question. iy
The commitiee beleive that Mr. Gorostiza
ought to have been satisfied with these expla-

nations, bul they failed to produce any effcet
apon his mind. Without instructions from

his Government, he retired from his missjon

apon his own responsibility. This was notall.
Before he left the United States, he published

a pamphlet, containing 2 portion of his corres-
pondence with our Government, and  with his
own; from which latier it appears’ that whilst
engaged wpon the business of his special mis-

sion here, he was making charges of bad faith

against the United States to the Mexican See-
retary of Foreign Relations. The committee
will noteniarge upon the glaring impropriety
of such eonduet. The publication of such &
pamphlet by a Foreign Minister, in the coun-
try to which he has been aceredited, before
taking his départure, can be eonsidered in no
other light than as an appeal to the people
against the acts of their own Government. It
was a gross violation of that diplomatic cour-
tesy which ought ever to be observed between
independent nations, and deserves the severest
eondemnation. This act was still more extra-
ordinary, when we consider that it alwost im-
mediately followed the note of Mr. Dickens to
him of the 20th October, 1836, assurin him
that the President would instruet Mr. Ellis to
make such explanations to the Mexican Go-
vernment of the conduct of that of the United
States as he beleived would be satisfacto-
'y'l‘ha committee regret to learn from the
note of Mr. Ellis to Mr. Forsyth of the Oth of
December last, that the Mexican Government
has publicly approved of the conduet of its
Minister whilst in the United States. They
trust :
duce it to reconsider this determination.
They are willing to beleive that it never could

have been made, had that Government pre-|he (b

viously received the promised explanal
the President contained in the let
Forsyth to Mr. Ellis of the h h
1836, which nn.{orl.mtnl‘:ﬂ :

ico, until after the latter had taken b
ture.. This letter, with the Presi

sage at the commencem t of the
sion of Congress, cannot fail to
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that a returning sense of justice may in-}|
tion of|
 of M|

present ses- | ey
, convinee the ¢

will make it the imperative duty of Congress
promptly to consider! what furiher measures.
may be required by the honor of//the nation,.
and the rights of our injured fellow-citizens.

On motion of Mr. Morris two thousand ex-
tra copies of the report were ordbred to be
printed; after which | y

The Senate adjourned. !

Szxars, Fue. 16, 1837,
The bill to increase the present military
establishment of the United States being on its

ssage, i I
Mr. SOUTHARD asked forfhe yeas and

pays; and they wereordered. ||
Mr. CALHOUN rose and said,  that before
the question should be taken, he| felt himsel§
called upon’to make u few remarks: ‘The bill
before the the Senate proposed lo increase
the present military establishment of the coun-
try to upwards of 12,000 men, and would in-
cur an annual expense of a millionand a half
or two millions of dollars. The'guestion was
—++ Was such an‘increasenecessary !’  In his
opinion there never was a time when so little
necessity exisied for an increase of the the ar-
my. There was no war, nor dang:r of war—¢
for, he presumed theré was not a Senater here
who entertained the slightest idelLt}mt there
would be a war between us and ]\l xico. And,
in the next place, hefheld there nHever wasa
time when it was so rhuch in the power of the
Government to keep at peace withthe Indians.
Our Indian frontier had, within the last 1wo
years, become greatly contractdgd. He con-
tended that the whole frontier, fiom the Red
river to St. Peters, might be cﬂm‘}'ﬂletely de-
fended by two regiments of dragoons and sev-
en of infantry. But the Senate had been told
that there was a large Indian force om that
frontier. \
the more secure, provided that the Govern-
ment sent good, faithful~and hdnest Indian
agents among them, as they wouldisecure their
confidence and preveut hostilitiecs. Now, he
held that to inerease our military foree, among
the Indians, was the most certaii means of

bringing about war with them. ‘The Indians, *

he insisted, were never so little forinidable: and
yet, under the idea of defending this frontier;
we were going to add 5,500 additional troops
to our army. Why, it was a maxim of our an-
eestors, that a standing army was dangerous to,
liberiy—dangerous npt only as to the means
of force it put into the hands of a ecorrupt ad-
ministration,but dangerous from the patronage
which was necessarily put et its disposal ; and
this bill was calculated to swell the patronage
already existing, enormously. The bill made
it discretionary with the Executive whether
he should make theappointments br not; eon-
sequently, therecould be no limitation on
those who might have the making of the ap-
pointments. -

He (Mr. ©.) was amazed when Jie saw how
mer eould turn entirely round, apd could call
themselves democrats, when they were against
every republican principle. He wasa f{riend
to the army, and 8s its friend he was opposed
to the proposed sugmentation ofit. He saw
the tide which wes now sweeping every thing
beforeit. There would be 2 reflux—a scarei-
ty of funds, et no very remotc perfod, when we
should have to retra¢e our sieps, He had
again and again raised his voice against these
extravagant expenditures of the public money.
Our situatien, however, was now such as o re-
quire that we should look ahead.

ile was oppnsed tothe bill, because he belie-
vedthat every change that had bgen made in
the army, had gone 1o destroy its morals. He
confessed that he had not the least confidence
that the proper material would be selecied in
the bestowment of the various prizes which
this bill proposed to create.| The Sepate
had had some experience on th‘,!bnbjul. Geo-
tlemen would all r:uqem::; what bed been the
history of the ngi.pq:’ ' '
peet. %ho, he enquired, had
to command in thet corps?
stances West Point cadets, wh
charged for impr,ogir, eon :uet,

i

Yes, these were the sort of meh the dragaoss
found 1hemselves commanded by, The eflect
had been demoraliging; and he, !nia rehen-

sive that the results of this bill would prove
still more so, He was againsi every thin

that bad & tendeney to increase |the goper o
this Gournmcnt."h’ iperiencd had shown
that the eentral lendency of it Wwas overwhel-
ming, and was da _hgrqm and disorganizing,
and eorropiing the morals of the eommaunity.
It was & fandam mazim with him, that as

itory and pumbers, so

we increased in fte :
i and generalise the action

ought we to dimini
of the Governme:

l 1 I Ii 1 F 1
His opinion was, that we hat wfv«!‘ at a
time when we musi endeavor {6 get along with
the smalles: possible portion of power. Now,
he thought the t alicy of Il '__'_cc!pnt_ry was
in having an effic well appointed navy
—it would give - !rﬁspect_lbii';';}.-
on the ground
d : e ne.r‘ was
ell )Jated, currency,

‘.Pol& office. | As to the
stend it one nch more
Jp ibe

necessary Lo keep
ihat the

| objectin view for
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