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Agriculture and Horticulture.

HouvsiNne PLaNTS. —Tender plants
that, for a few ruonths past, have been
in the borders, and (hat are intended
for winter blooming, should wt the
elose of sumuer or eurly in September
in the more northern states, receive at-
tention preparatory to housing As &
rule, those plants thut have owered
freely during sunnuer will not be of
much value for winter blooming, and
it is not w them we would now direct
attention, but to those expecizlly in-
teuded for the window,
or greenhiouse.  Each plant to be lifted
should be cut around with u narrow,
sharp spade, or some other shuarp. thin
twol, 50 as to leave a ball of earth
ean be removed with the plant and
placed in the pot. It will be seen that
it is necessary to determine the size of
the ball pretty nectirately, (R EY
pot to be reduced alter 11
there is reason o S prjrone that a prian!
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resnovial.

has long roots runngng directiy dow
wards, it will
spade under it and cut them ofl, <o tha!

be necessury Lo pun the

ting. As a result of cutting about the

planis all the roots thint ure shiortened |

by the operation will be made numer

eus voung rootlets, and inoa fortmght |
will bave fully formed, and the |

thiese
plants will thien be resdy to be placed
in their pots.
NOW deseribed,
will il
growth, scarcely showing a <ign ot the
Alter
the root-pruning process has been per
tormed, 1t

il properly potted aned
Lreated, COLTIELIcE
change 1t has been subjected to

1= timne
thiat

stored away
1w
leat-mold can b procured, it should be
enllected as one ot the
materials for the
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had to the womls wlhiere
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ACCENS il

nost inportant
purpose,  sharp,

loam. If the loam can be taken just

under the sod of an old pasture it s to

be preferred, bhut, 1 not, it shouald be

what a garduer or taviner would call |
and not old soil |

tresh - that hvely,
that has been run

tenliioh

Is.
aniel If at-

mm advance to
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hus heen given
secure good potting soil,
pile of rotted sods 1s at hana to furnish
the necessary lown, who would
Chave at commanud a good soil, should

lay 1nu pile o1 grass sods every spring,

piling them up grass side down so that

Those

and,
pile should be
times duriag the
A mixture ol equal parts oi
leat-mmold and =apd, with a small
addition of old cow manure

the gruss and 1oots will decay :
Lo mnhe 1t mellow, the
turned two or thiee
SUILINeT.
loam,
. will make
a soil suitable for nearly, all plauts
Vi hen procured,
ita place may be taken by dried cow
manure pulverized.

Having the polting material resds
snd a
pliints may be

leaufl-mold cannot be

good assortinent of pots,
lilted wny thue bejore
ost, anud two or three weeks atier the
operution ol cutting around the has

been pertormed.

fronn w half
e tooan meh ot the prepaned soil can
placed  between the U
it pluce w0 Vel
in the

the balls o earth, so that
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ball and
it of erock
bottom of the ol
to keep the druinage free, annd
then fill in a couple of inclies of soil,
and upon this set the ball of earth, and

tue hole
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then il in the soill carefully all around ¢
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s are leit,

A b, secing that no vacan
but gently pusliog 1itin
- when necessary, with & blunt stick, or
Jarring the pot sufliciently to sertlet
When the potting ot a plantistinished
the =l should
the

wiulevr on

be about halt wnoinels

below ring, thus leaving
the <untiee After potting

give the plants a hboral watering aned
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practicable, oo the
next best thing by placing them where
they will be out of the way of anv cur
rents of air, and are somew hat shaded.
Theytwill quickly become
im tl
be brought fully 1nto tie light,
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ing wheat hias been sand ot the
ages 0l u cooked diet,
poultry ., muny  men
adopt the plan
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advant-
part, lol
st hesitate 1o
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result o1 leeding swine with

aried tistesad of the
Known o
The gaan s fully twenty
which

e,
uncooked article, well
every furnuer.
per than
covers the extra cost attending upon
the course, U argutnent sy be
bnnlnght the method that
eooked food is not the natural diet of
the * feathered world.” We are not
saware that our prunitive man Lknew
very much o1 the muany choice viands
witll which we are tosday familiar:
but thisx does not lessen our appetite
for them in the least. When we look
al it, tastes are almos universally ac-
quired. There can be no objection tu
change of food, provided the kind sub-
stituted fills the requirements of Ufe

giving qualities. |I|

|
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velll,, el more
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sarainst

'llu it
there shall be no roots too long for pot- 1

arlive |

prollang |

probably

We seldom boll corn for our poultry,
as we prefer to give that ruw as the
evening menl; but for those who

- chuose, even this can be cooked to ad- |
It too much work to shell |
the corn. boil if on the cob, and let the ,
fowls have the sport of molling the ears |

vantage.

ubout as they pick their living.

diet altogetber, but it is very easy
substitite grain occasionully.
the cooked food varied. by giving a
qantity of potatoes oue day, and cab-
hage or onions for another, and so on
thirough the week ; cracker crumbs
from the waste of the grocers’ barrels
and boxes are capital to mix with the
migal oceasionally
price.

buy them at a low
Then let them pick the bones
leit froma the table, afterward burning
crushing them

rnliing shells,

muterial in
Be caretful of rve brun
it 1= too much inelined to swelling,
and rapid fermentation in the crop
producing death in a short time,
It

terriatie

and for

Aou are too busy to attend to sys-

feeding, vour good wite will
willingly, or the children will
plead for the chance, after a little in-
struction.
hranch of

preereentagrs

the farm will pay the best
< of profit, in proportion teo
the outlay, of any. If vou are still con-
~ervative on this point, try it faithfully
one veaur.—Am Poultvy Yard,
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Religious.

THE LEAEFY CLOSET OF PRAYER.

Vongy a mountain strean,
| with trees and alders,

ol Fllington, Connecticut, there was a

well-trodden footpath, that led from !

coltage to a place of praver, At the

the quiet of this secluded spot to hold
| sweet communion  with God. One
| summer evening she was eriticised by
a neirghbor for the seeming neglect of
Lier fumily,
ing thus **awhile away.”
returned home,

pained at what had been said. So she

at once took her pen and wrote an an- |
~wer to the eriticism.

She headed it
"An Apology for my Twilight Ram-
hles Addressed to Lady.”

This mother was M. Phobe
RBrown.

In 1524 she gave Dr. Nettleton per-

the

The pots shoald be
an immeh or two luvger in dinneter than !

mis<sion to jissue it’

Hymins,™

in his ** Village

“Yes, when the toilsome day Is gone ;
And night with banners gray
Steals rilently the glade along,
In twilight's Roft array—

‘1 love to rteal awhile away,
From little ones and care,

And spend the hours of setting dax
In gratitude and prayver.”

| she was thus accustomed to pray was
i the Rev. Samuel R Brown, D. D,
who has just rested from his labors as
i 8 missionary in China and Japan.
What an example to praying mothers,
sud what an apt illustration of God's

- bronnses, showing that those who re- |

ort to " the secret place of the Most
High shall abide under the shadow of
the Almighty '’
hnn
openly.

We huve the Bible -
our

in secret, he shall reward us

eyves to jts blessings,

and obeyed,
brongeht
athind taken away ;

||Ilt

Corendd

A feast is not

1
no more ig God'a
hinding for the

word in costly
jaf}h't'
center tubles,

mnto

“Thy word is a light
| my  feet and a4 lamp unto my
paath
be closed <o that noe ray of light ex-
vl or opened so that a stream of
thrown far-ahead upon the
with the Bible. (losed and
nnstidied, itis adark-lantern ; opened,
studied ad obeved, its light is elear
ad tull. It able to make us wise
unto salvation, and to thoreughly fur-
nish s vinto all good works.

Fo those who sometinies think that
Christianity s on the decline and are
disposed  to the dark side of
things, it e profituble to know
that there hus heen progress-from the
st centary until now.
the Retormed Chureh
rot
tnisd

heht s

;-.‘i”:_

et ]

s

look on

lll;l.\'

According to
Advacate, Sha-
with wreat research
prepared  the  following
satvrmient of the progress of CChristian-
Y. AL the close of each century the
tinnber of believers is given :

{"vy

Furner has,

Labwor,

itury . About
First

~rvirl
Thiird
Fourth

Fitth

~ixth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth
Eleventh
Twelrth
Thirteenth
Fourtsenth
Fifteenth
Sixteenth
Seventeenth
Eighteenth

ZAM) (e H)
SN (M)
IRLLINLLL
15,0060 (k)
WUNLEINY LY
24 (W) (M)
3ir, 000 000

o8, 000 O0g
T 000, G
SO OO0 000
PERLLIRTLT
IR LY
IELUNE UING L1
125, 0n0) ()
155, 000 ()
200,000, 000

During the preesent ceutury ir is es-
timated the Chufch has doubled lie
eommunicunts.

| is willingly admitted. But
The fowls will soon tire of a cooked ‘
to |
Muke |

I eolors

argillaceous earths,

Don’t forget that the poultry .

skirted !
near the villave |

| is unfortunately no lonwer
{ vlose of the day a mother was wont to |
| leave the cares of her family, and in |
clean sand must be sceured and some |

and for this habit of steal- !

When she

H.  tiqulty.

i en after being bleached on the grass—

' ficed

| REeImSs nonsense.
. exist.

One of the * little ones "’ for whom !

'—that when we pray |

costly dikhes to be looked
of honor and neglect upon our |

There ure lanterns which may |

Sim) (wk) !

S0, 000, O

Piew.

Colors and Dyes used In
Antiquity.

BY MAEREITS MOYRAT

In the realms of liternture and the
flue urts the pertectiou of the ancients
in indns-
trial matters they are either depreci-
ated to un exagyerated extent or ¢xal-
ted bevond mensure.  We will endens-
or to prove that both these opinions are
at fault, at least in =0 far as colors are
concerned, building simply upon facts,
and strictly rejecting all Liyvpothesis or
randornn conjesture,

We will examine in suceession the
various colors known to the ancients,
and compare them with our modern
colors.

WHITES.

Chalk-and white lead were
known of old. But under the
name of chalk they conlounded true
chalk carbonate of lime with
such

the only

various
i~ pipe clay.
Ax for white lead of the ancients,it is
known only from the account= of it-
preparation given us by Theophrastus
afid Dioscorides.  Acearding to Pliny,
the white lead manutactured at Rhodes
wis superior to all others,

Davy, who hasanalyzed agreat noin-

{ ber of ancient colors. did not find white
lead in any of the specimen= submitted

to his examination,
To the whites known by the ancients

there have been added in modern

I tines :

1. Pearl white, or subnitrate ot bis-
muth, the use of which is of very little
importance (being rarely employed
saved for the reprehensible purpose of
powdering the Tace, a custom
woren of questionable character).

2. Zine white,
white lead in a great number of cases,

1N 80 far as it is less poisonous and is
- not affected by sulphur fumes,
3. Permmanent whiie or OHlane fire (ar- |

tificial sulphate of barytal .

neither volatile nor soluble under any
probable VUFy
It

and
much cheaper than white lead.

circumstances),

lan-
lin-

™,
Dyeing white was unknown jn
The natural whiteness

that of the wool of white sheep, after

| the action of burnt sulphiir, which ap-
The first verses of the orie- |

{innl commenced thus:

pears to have been known and prac-
n very remote ages—and the
white «ilks of China, were all that

| could be produced in the way of white
| rooda. P

To many persons, even in our days,
the word ** dye,"” as app ied to whites,
Pure white does not

Both
bieached with chlorine, and animal fi-
bres after stoving, retain a yellow or
grayish east, which has to be conzbated

by the addition of a color complimenta- |

ry to yvellow.
dyeing whites, an operation which must
be pronounced modern. Sometimes
we go further than merely destroying

the yellow tint, and give aslizht color. |

White, therefore, now ranks truly a-
mong the very light shades, and takes

| various names according to its tint
let us not shut |
It ix to be |

Thus we have azure whites, inclining
to a blue: eream whites tending to a
vellow, ete.

For a long time indigo and annatto

dveing: then came extract of indigo

BLACKS.

The uncients knew the several varie-
ties of carbon still employed as black
voalors,
to Pliny, made usc of the black ohtained
by the ealeination of ivory. |

Davy detected lampblack mixed with

ochres in the pictures of the baths ul'l
Livia.

For writing ink the Romans employ-
ed, first the juice of mulberries, then a |
kind of imperfect Indian ink, for which |
Dioscorides has given the receipt
three parts of lamp black with one
part of gum. Itis probable thatan ink
of this kind was in use among the
Greeks, It is probably only semi-tluid,
and required to be ground up.

The ancients used various colored
inks, which were probably plgments
suspended in watel

They dyed leather black with gall
nuts and copperas, but this preparation
was not eniployed an ink till the
ninth century of the Christian era. It
is, moreover, less solid than the inks
with a base of lampblack. Ifthe muanu-.
<cripts found at Herculuneum had been
written with our ordinary ink they
could never have been deciphered.,

We have made no additions to the
list of black colors based ou earbon,
but we have greatly improved the art
ot black dyeing.

Black. in the strictest sen=e, dows not
exist. It is merely relative, and ap-
pears black only when seen alone. But
if we place two ditferent blacks in con-
tact they each take a different tint by
the force of contrast. The art of the |
modern black dyer consists in obtain- |
ing theseshades at will.a matter which |
the ancients appear to have overlooked. |
— Teinturier Pratiqué—Chemiocal Re- |
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| that of the
| dancing girl.

which |
confined to |

. | safe in this eyvnical age,
a4 color preieravle to >

This color |

s absolutely fast, not poisonous (being

her heart was mueh | 9
| . Everest,

1 e
s | eovered their big brother.

¢ . - -
lurgely eonsumed in the production of
- puper hangings.

| by

vegetable tibres afrer being |

Thisx is the meaning or |

have been exclusively used in white | #D4.

The painter Apelles, according |

The Geyshas.

U7 the gueer callings 1o be notioed is
" Geysha 77 oor singing and
(GGevs<hu< may he hired
at a few minutes not.ee in all the gr

oW ns of the elupir=.  As a rule, tey
are coinely, modest damsels, although
in obedience to the refined taste of a
certain class of foreigner, 8 school pos-
sessing as little of one quality as of the

other hus sprung up. To the ceremo-
nial feasts of rich men singing and

dancing girls are the inyvariable appen-
dagex, and are not unfrequently treated
rather us pruests than as hired servants.
AS a rule they perform in pairs, one
playing the guitar while the other sings
or dances: but gquartets and ehoruses
may be had for pavient. It is never
etiquette to treat themn as professionals ;
the hint for performing should be given
ineidentally, and on no aceount is the
paymuent for their =ervices to be made
openly, but is t be pushed under their
rice bowl in a pices of paper, so that it
discoversd as it were by accident.
With the Gevshas proper often ¢ me
the dancing-girls, so-called; although
‘posturers " would be a more correet
expression, inasmuch as Japanese dan-
cing econsists  entirely of a series of
eraceful ankle and hand twisting posi-

is

D tions, quite independent of any muasical

Cicod
dancing ;1| I« earn large sums ol money,
and fanous ones must be booked before-
hand; butin theirperiorinances, wheth-
er of singing or posturing, thereis very
little to charm the European sense, and
a very few minutes sutfices to render
the performance very boring.—[All the
Year Round.

aecompaninient. singing and

—

> .
TKe Highest Mountain.

Nobody's reputation and hovor are
For the last
vears Mount Everest, in Nepaul,
has been considered the hizhest moun-
tain in the world, reaching the re-
spectable altitude of 29002 feet. Dhaw-
alaghiri and Kuchinjinga, in the sane
range. with about 25,000 feet, shared
this honor between then: until Major
of the Bengal Engineers, dis-
Before thiey
were measured Humboldt thought
sonme points in the South American
Andes reached the highest altitude on
our glote. And now comes Captain

eI

J. A. Lawson, who has discovered in

the little known island 6f New Guinea
a peak which beats them all, which he
has appropriately named Mount Her-
cules, and fixed its elevation at 32 786
feet above the level of the sea.

— S

The Diamonds of South Africa.

The produce of the South African

| Tinges is enormous, and the quality of

thestones, which are frequently marred
a somewhat tawny complexion, is
reported to be improving.
twin “‘drop”
fully mounted by Mr, Streeter, was de-
clured by experts to be of Indiun ex-
fraction.  Vast profits have, of course
realized. One gentleman's
“claim’’ is said to have cleared in two
years £45,000% The New Rush Mine
alone yields £3,000 a day. In 1875,
when the diggers had been at work
only four years, gems to the value of
£3.500,000 had been extracted from it.
The packetr of diamonds sent by post-
bag from Kimberley to Cape Town in
1876 weighed 773 pounds, and were
worth £1,414,590. Nor does there scem
to he any present supply coming to an
On the contrary, there is every
reason to believe that only a very small

Indeed, n

Piergeg)

and ammeoniacal cochineal. which have | portion of the diamantiferous regions

in their turn been laid aside in favor or |

of South Africa bas yet been explored
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