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MY BACK YARD.

—_—

left off school at ten ¥ear old,

But have my share or. knowledge,
And I amn educateder

Than any chap from college;

[deas have been tanned ints me,

Jest Lilel and stawed in hard,

Jest baked in by the sun thet shines
In my back-yarl,

An® I believe 1t's Hible truth
If man wants to be wise,

He's got to live ont in the air

Seneath the open skies:

The talipin the sun'ight breaks
The earth’s skall. old and hard,

Ao’ the cun spronts thouzhts in my ol skull
In my back-yar!

Take vour birains out in the sunshine,
If you want your thougiits to sprout
Strong-stocked, purple-colored faneies,
Flow ors er faith, not wexds er doubt;
irain to the sunlight,
Lot its laness stah ve hard,

Laive ver bare |

An ver'il fin' some thonzhts worth thinking
In my bark-var !,

Tuers thouzhts thet's saltal dowa in books,

Lowsin sehool will eas the stuff
It rammeald in by a ferrale:
A new untainted meat er thouzht
Thet don't tligeest <9 hard,
Fone omt i tha onaen nie
In-wmvilacioyard.
oo power thet makios th parsnips grow
La Spronts the early grain,
W al't thes tendrils er the so1l,
A berdihiz s the brain:
| S0 1 wa-h ina -im-i-ulu_ nn'
L1t b <onk in hard,
An’ stronr, rel fowers e thought are grown
Inimy Laeic-vaand.

The brizhtost thousbts o felow thinks

Ar: thves e thinikes hitself,
They st in any bhook thets fona
| Omany W'y shelf.

Nocollege pre<ilent eonll think

IE s thought lone an’ harld
Thoawhts e the sun soak<tatl » ma
In my baek-vard,

- N W, Fos= ia Yankee Blade.

THE FONTENOY FLATS.

EV JIEEEN FORREST GRAVES,

SVl sl Meso Dedtold, “we've
w0t to move.  That's very piain.”

N es T osaid Mirtam, fwe've got to
move,  Nobody could stand that silk
lactory that's being built opposite, with
it whizzing machinary and the livery
stable in the rear.”

“The next guestion,™ said Rosamond,
“‘is where we are tc zo.”

A dead silence followed this proclama-
tion. The Dedfold family yed each
nt]n‘i', rlllil nuhn-!_\' r‘[n-.skt Illlt“ .\Il". I)(.‘d-
fold, a bald-headed man, with weak u\'&
and a frinzre  of sandy whiskers on each
sidde of his fac
silence,

“For my part,” said he, ¢I should

hroke the portentous

like o liztle plice in the country, where
we could crow strawberries and toma-
toes and see the green grass,

SPa!™ remonstrfted Rosamend, who

was o tine, tA-.l‘l voung  womnn, with a

wooildl deal of eolor and sparkling black
eyes, )
' said Mrs.
Dedfold, tossing her aguiline nose.

o] don't see that,” reasoned Mr. Ded-
fold. **Doctor Fortnum has offered me

the refusal ot that pretty Gothic cottege

“Quite outof the -iih‘-“'m

of his—not more than half an hour out

on the New Jersey road—with four
aeres of or il —"?
“Doctor Portaum, indeed )™

Dedfold.

business, Decause he chioozes to burrow

in the country himself, is that any rea-
son he should compel other people to do
G

WTherc's quite a pleasant little socie-
ty there,” suzgested Phaebe, the young-

est of all the Dedfolds, who had an ap-

ple-blossom  face, with inquiring blue

eyes and the palest shade of yellow hair,

“Soeiety 7 oechoed  Mrs. Dedford—

“out on the Now Jersey road!  Frogs

and mud-tartles and owls—that's  the

st

b & ]
sort of societyg [ imagine,

i I:t\'rnr seen anvthing that I liked
Letter than that  flat on  Fontenoy

street,” satd Miram.
“WTon hich, ™ satd Mr. Dedford.

\'ll;',li" { ['_[T::r'r"; ]:'.l'i'trl.'l '}s.'luﬂrg A

¥
vear,” pleads d his wile.
{ .ll:.t;. A
“It's over a confection -1",-'- shop!”

“*Thut's no objecti®dn,

1

—and all the first-class hotels; you know
—are over stores. . And DD’Artagnan’s is
i exceedingly select place.  The Staf-
fogls and Bailingers live in the Foate-

noy Flats, too!
Mr. Dedford groaned.

1 never did fancy living io a flat,”
said he. +Packed in w:th everybody

else, like sardines in a box!

ol think it would be perfectly de

shtful. " said Miriam, costatically.

mother,

_l.l'nw- salt porkin a berrul, ‘1‘
1 Vs i sl l
|
|
|

said Mrs.
< o wish he'd mind his own

“*And it would be so stylish,” added
Rosamnond, clapping her plump, white
hands.

**And you kunow, Paul,” added Mrs.
Dedford, **vou always leave these do-
mestic affairs to me.” _

The head of the house rose, with a
shrug of his shoulders.

“Well, have it your own way,” said
Le. ““Where are my gloves? Phebe,
did I leave my cane down stairs? \\'h}"
child, what are vou cfine for?”

“I don't know,” faitered the vellow-
haired lassie, her head |r

rogpine o

4

an
ins<tant on hLer father's .‘-!1-1'.1:.’11:!', as thes
stood together in the dimly-lichted hall
I think it’s bBecause we've ot to move.
And I do sa hate the idey of a flat,™
“So do 17 chuekled Mr. Dedfold.
“*But clicer up, Phebe-bird! We can't
ﬁl“‘ll:{:\ hava our own wity, and mothe

anid the cirls are determined, iv scoms. ™ |

While Phebe wud hier father were ex- |
changing confidences down  stairs, Mrs, |
Dediold and her two elder daniliters, in |

the room above, had resolve ]l themselves |

into & committes of the whole on the
question of ways and means

“We must huve new carpris throush-
out,” sadd the sure matron. *Aund 1
lou’t =ee how we can et alone without
an Eastlake parlor suit and a piano
iamp.

“What will papa say?” breathed Mir-
iam.

“Well, T dou’t care!™ flashed out Ros-
amond, “Now that wei've realiy ot
mto oaod socjerv—"

¢Og, in short,” sauecily intorruptod
Miriam, oW that you are «oing to e
the Countess Scacliosa—"'

“Don't, Mirry!" cricd Tlosamond,
blushing and langhing.  “\What nonsense
you are talking!"

«“Well, 1 don’t care; b is very hand.
some,” deeclared Miriam. v And that
diamond stud he wears is o recular
headlight. Ilow jealous Fanny Duplex
will be, and the Nottincham givls!?  And
oh, Rosamond, hiow nice the saloon par-
lor in the Fontenoy Flats will be for the
wedding breakfast!  Mamma, where ure
you going "

““Why, if we really are going to de-
cide on those apartments over D'Artau-

snan’s,” saud Mrs. Dedfold, *we must

engave them at once. Such a bargain as

that don’t go becoinge long.’

Rosamond sat lookine out of the win-

Miriam ran after her mother,' pleadipge
to be allowed to o, too.
“Isn't 1t nice about Rosy and the

connt, mamma’ ' said she, breathlessly,

“Won't it be splendid to talk abonut ‘mgy
sister the countess? Do you suppos
she'll have a chateau on the Lake of
Como and a palazzo in Rome? Of course,
<he'll have Phebe and me to stay with

her very often.” L

smile. The idea of a titled son-in-law
was ineflably dear t> her heart.

“Do you suppose—he really  is—a
count, mamma?’

There stood  yvellow-haired  Phebe,
close at their elbow.

“Really a count!” sharply echiocd Mrs.
Dedfold, **Why, of eourse, he is. T did
not suppose, Phebe, that s danehter of
mine could stoop to the desradimg vice
of jealousy.”

Phiebhe colored seariat.

A - 2 1 = s
C€Mamapa, ' eatd she, *Tam not jaalons:

but—"

Mis. Dedtold broke abraptly in with
short and sudden directions as th  the
marketing and  dioner, and presentiv

Puebe was left alone

for a brother-in-law ¢

]t mustn’t be allowed to oo on ™ sqil

Aud such alo-

incisted Mrs.
Dedford,  *+*The finest flats in the city

It would certainly minimize the
trouble of housckeeping,” observed Lei

e T11S 3 ek = =P £f al} T .
is just the turning pomat of all of yo

three years—and if papy will ouly tuk

my advise—we can easiy secure as oril-
| 483
liznt matches for Phebe and yo as o=
mond has already ghtuin:
And with bher heart swellingre wita

tanoy Flats aud asked tosee vilie wacan
311:111111:.-:::."
The rezular jazitor, a genteel creatur

in black. with Enrlish side whiskers

a white tie. was out; bat nis i
= il  naturadd  little Irs=ins 4
IR ',,',_\ 1OTWard
v +? r . ¥
vi]g it the fourth fer, las aan

one over DD'Artaznau’s! asked Le.

J “I'1l leok at both af them,™ il Mrs

dow with sparkling eyes, and lips half |

- . - - . 1
partéd in an involuntary smile, while

«Mrs. Dedfold  smilel a complacent |

«‘Mamma,’ said Miriam, *‘‘ean’'t you

3 1 ' e a1 Yo T lnt 1
see itall!  Phebe is simply infataated by
those Fortnums,  She and papa have
neither of them any pride. What will

Count Seagliosa think of a courttry Jdoctor
Mra. Dediold, authoritatively.  +*Now

lives. If we can Keep up a certain ap-

pearance aud style for the nex: two or

pride, Mrs. De if l satiel iuta the Fon- |

bserve
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e e s e PAR-ORE

“Well, ma'am," said the janitor, *«if
you'll excuse the pastry cook —"

“The what!” exclaimed Mrs. Ded.
fold.

It's D'Artagnan’s new cook, ” explained |

the smiling Irishman. *“He gets a power
] - . -
0" wages, an’ kapes his pianar an' his

poodle, like a gintleman, an’ he oulyi |

works at the pasthry three hours in the
maarnin’ an' three 1n the afthernoon.
An’ they tell me he's geing to be married
toarich lady an’ turn gintleman alto-
aether pretty soon. Sure it's a foine
thing to be a furciner, wid a resate fo

claret punches an paddyfoy-grass, that all
the genthry's wild afther Anl D'Ar-
tugnan is buildin® & boodewar for him at

tLhe back, but he's settled down moighty
comfortable in the impty flat till it's let, |

so heis. But if ye don’t mind the pianny |

an the poodle— <

And thus speaking, the attendant
ﬂung_* the door open, shoutine :

“Lalics to Ink at the flat, Misthe
Scagules!™

The strains of a piano ceased some-
what abruptly, a shaggy little dog ran
forward, shrilly barking, a tall man in a
wesligee velvet jacket and a tasseled fez

perchied sidewise on his locks, rose andy

turned  half-way around, revealing a

swarthy complexion and epaqguely dark-

ey es,
“Count Scagliosa!™ eried ont  Mrs,
]fly-\

“Sure an’ yve're mistook altozether,” ‘

<ail Patrick.,  “It's the new cook,
ma‘am, from D'Artarnan’s restanrant be
low stairs.”

The eulinary conat stageered back and
volunteered never a word in lus own de-
fense. The little dog barked ceasclessly;

the Irishman looked from one to the |

other with puzzled mien,

“Praps you'd rather see the other flat,
since the puppy’s so unceevil,™ said he,
And hie added, as they went down stairs,
“Yez'll plaze to excuse the furriner,
ma'am. He dhrinks u good deal, and he
isn’t always presentable.”

Miriam looked with agonized eves at

her mother.

“I_I don't think we'll look any

farther to-day, mamma,’ she faltered.

And the two ladies left the Fontenoy
I"lats without arriving at any definite con.

clusion, 2

Fortunately Rozamond |) sdfold’s heart
was less involved in the Scazliosa alli-
ance than her pride.
l knosw, 38 a sensitive spot, and the
wound was deep.

Honest Mr. Dedfold never knew why
the count's stoek went down so sud-
denly in the domestic market

“eNot but what I am  glad of it," said

he. ‘I never did believe in foreign hus«

hands for American girls. And so you've
411 come arourd to my view of the mat-
ter. have vou? Well, 1 don’t think you'll

ever reoret it And as for the new

tian’ . unoang the vhole,™ said Mr.

i 1
P 8 boan H < 4

Dedfold, *that country air will be

ool for the ‘rirls, and rents seem to be
deal cheaper in New Jersey. So if
boetor Fortnum hasn't let that Gothie

v foudn’t T tell vou he was keeping it
ot sqid Mr. Dedfold. Bat in the
pancement of the rooms, yon needn’t
ee any allowane: for Phebe here”—
attines his arms caressingly around her

| sh mildder. veiihie’s to be married to Doc-

Fortnum in June,”

toaes

T so elad ! satd Rosamond, with

tittle quiver to her lip. ‘Phebe de-

vis tie st huasband in the world.™

Lazzle-l by Jdiamonds and titles.™

A the big 2 To Let"™ still hangs in

-
wlows of the Fontenoy Flats
FArtaona 2 fnois torelon €oox,
W% hetter n intary oifer from a
t. masguerales 1n so-
) —Man iy _\" b
L E——

maie ang remale Asparagus.

It hiss been ascertained by reccut ex-

i T

periments with male and female asparagms

averase of fifty per cent. more vield thap
thie female and the shoots were also 1-‘1?:.59!'

il the or '1- Curiier. It was found that

he iffer es 1 vield were oreater in
ol wle w I.I f vhe Pt L 78 e !kq— ;vl t‘?l"
vt FATL Y pR 2 8| =Cl P 94 1. L5 S ae

lstter part. Male plants can e secured

r

nlants. or better. by the selection from |

swo-vear-old seedlinz of such as do not

T = l. It ha: besn conten iedd for
v time by crowers that there was
{Fe-re pro \ L LW a
[Pse £X i \ Ve pr 1

ta 3 I8ct are un Y o :«'- T imies

PICTURES OF LI'E ON THE

CHINESE COAST, '

How Rigid Economy is= Practiced in .

& Land That is Over populated— | aside to dry until useable as fire-wood.

Unfathomab!e Iznorance and
PPecaliar Superstitions

cious travelers
with native
very Lhandsome,
halt scow and |

from tlire

ne n'.r‘r CApsi

mne s :xi:_rht‘.:.’

-:H’Hll-; ":‘I by

be noticed.

which they

alwavs suceessfil

livered alive

the old bhue

lirht wood.

in a few hours.

always have
for captain
But ]m:it-, as we

coastwise con

manaced hiko

oae family

wieldly eraft
up, marry,

pt-rts' MATINers

owning boats «

houses an th

askine juATier

whatever.

Y es, " cried honest Miriam, she never

. K - »
. . squashes, sun'lowers and fraits, the en- ’
v at Amovsalwavserowed | |, ) -
4 - <5 oS | trals of animals, the fins and bones of
aralt, ne yes~els are not o -
gl l | fishes sre all utilized, and it must be con-
DUt Thiey arve vers chean. .
) ‘ . - N fessed made into  very savory dishes.
[hey begin with the sampan, which s N : .
Al i Y .| What cannot be digested by the human
condoin. i carries : . .
_ l stomach is reserved for the pigs, chick-
to twenty piassengers aml ¢an R . . N
vies and dacks, with which every coolie
ze nor founder. Its owner § . .. : - a2
_ ; family is provided. Thus nearly ali the
lives in it. having o miniature stove amd { . -
. veretable growthis have  esculent tips
< the floor as a bed and mak- i o . - i
) ‘ | when they bexin to grow. The coolie
root out ot a bamboo 1at. : . 5
= . _ housewife boils them until they are soft
He pays 12 for the sampan when uew, | and digestible, cuts off the extrgme por- ;
'l y
" _\""Ir 111 I'!'l'_',_'.'l'."ﬁ.i‘”._' Uil th!‘ tious {ur {!“- hl_;g;!an members Of hcr‘; .
e . IS . 11 ar 5T . . % 1.1 . “- :
ultra-marine, wolid and green | household and puts aside the remainder :
i o 3 1 M : » £ 4 1 '
paint with which it is decorated, and } for lLer wvarous asnimals. I have seen !
charges two cents to Fry & passenger o orass, clover, thistles, eabbage stalks, :
Then come the freigcht sampans, | cactus, century peants and even palm-
ATl . vl | ~ . f
which ragee in size from o Whitehall bhoat | tops treated in this wav, and witnessed
-5 -
y-foot hghter.  They bring | the delight shown by the people to whom I
e¢a, brick, tiles, terra cotta and produce | they were served as the chief dishes of
. . . | X ' i
carry away merchandise. © their duly provender. The rich man-
A vast fleet of fishing boats is the next to | darins g0 to the opposite extreme and '
They are clumsy and fragile ' Jdine on Lirds' nests at 880 g dozen, orp 5
thines in appearance, but in reality are haund-fed golifish, fattened frogs, tigu']' !
and seagoing. Their oc- bvers,  preserved ducks' eggs, trulies, |
with trawl or dragnets, bamboo oysters, cocks” combs and other 5
fasten to the stern, and are | mxuries. Frequently o magdarin din- :
What thev cateh i< | Per will cost from $20 to $30 a plate, :
thrown into water tanks aboard and de. | When it is regembered that litthe or no I
at The fish market. A cooligq| W s us L at these repasta, the extrav- t
with hamboo rod gently but constantly T asance of the culsine 15 easily appreci- .'
sl '
» fish to keep them alive till sold, | ;
S The domectile Kt = e ) 1
Still larger than the fishing  smucks are Fiwe domestie life of the Amoy Chi .
e - . - - T Y A bin - tipgte 3
the great tru-lm-' junks which in Duild | #ese1s adm rable and detestable. The
and rig resemb!e the Spanich galleons of | WHE = hot a companion, but a drodge. ¢
aneer davs.  They sre vast Unless she belones to the coolie or boat- i
structures of bumboo, rattan and soft |70 viass her feet have heen bandaged :
. . in infancy so that her gmt suggests a |
I'he siils are coustructed g : {
. i - young hoy learning to use stilts, Her H
of grass matting, stiffened with bamboo , . .. |
e S g . | costume is unigue, consisting of four to 1
ribs, and when set look sike a  bat's :
i seven biouses, as many trousers, hose and t
These boats  encounter the || :
. dia ) W tow ent shoes, She wear® no hat, anda .
liercest t\'plmum \\'1thnn]mmu' while a : : . S i
: ol in lieu of oloves buries her hands in the n
Fauropean ship or steamer would fouoder | . . 1 i
folds ol her long slegeves,  In appearance !
= 3
L] . - . . - .
- she is neatas n fashion plate.  Her hair,
China steamers. These boioeios o . ,
i : oiled every dav, shampooed every week, |
are all of English or German make and Tl T
gleams hke carved jet; her face shines :
fr| \\ ans '; SOomee sar ;
Anglo-Saxons of some sort i {rom soap, water and friction, her clothes l
andd engineer. The crew, | . . :
iginces : l ire spotless nod are brashed end irooed ]
icers, agrents ¢ whers are Chinese, - 2 4
officers, agents and owne e 1 i every mornine,  She s mild mannered {
do an ever increasionge business and . .
lo an FCTEASIAE SIUSH | and courteous, But bher rnorence is :
are becoming formidable rivals to foreien - !
- unfathomabic and  her superstition a X
merce.  The steamers are | wonder.  She burns  joss sticks at the i
our own. All the other | door to keen anvay evil -i.'_rit-_ in the :
. { ) e . _ i
are conducted in a very | sarden to scare mildew and  parasites
manner.  Fach is a floating | from her plauts; in the dining room as
, or viilare. The smaller ones have E dote to poisons, and in the bed- .
board; the larger, two | room to  intimidate the mightmare, bur- :
to ten. On these un- | glars and wild beasts.  She receives no ;
the boatrmen are born, grow | compuny but the few wouen of whom !
have families, znd die. I'hie | her husband approves.  She Kkuows no
¥
good sallors as the men. | men catside of her tamiy circle. It is a :
Konge the commatnlers of most l iead!y it to usk a Chinese gentleman
ire women.  The children are ex- | how his wife js. If he dies it is her
i
at six or seven years of /duty presoribed by a custom 7000 years 3
teen are a hardy, intelli I to conunit suiesde, so that hLer sone :
crent andd prr-}il':- race.  There are said to | can eroct amonument to ther mother a N
::"‘?_';"',‘ of "ji-"_':; i Clitiin. 'l.f.' _" " L W T OIS '.'..‘].'o'.\ S oes hr‘]‘ﬁhcro'. ¢
ciallv, naed many  are qpaite | peds fittle or pothing, sees nol amuse H
- = 4
4 Monz~lian standpoint, | soents, aod Las no social pleasures,  She !
: }
n the water and stores and | never compdains, becagse she has beeg 3
[}
land. When they becuw taasht to be what shie 13, and no thought
'\i| P IMMOSL Ganuer 15 #tl 1 l .‘ YA Fre LT '-':E' Tence .fa.'L“; ]n"):v.l sl;y' “ver ;
m | : . : .
sxtant, neither eivinge: neop | Crossed Ler 1l [er Happiucss 18 1
under any ciregmetances wer kitchen, her zarden and her children. (
ll it 1 througl aving nothing else to do
life Liecomes when a land is | that she had acquired Ler marvelous skill
' : - .
There are more than g | it raisinz silk worms,- in spioning the .
a and xbout Amoy alope, | thread, weaving the tissue sz making ;
rowdod together that whe te rmbroideries for which Chios
f g " | §
. : o famons Chirngy Hlera
‘ail forzet they are numan | o 4
e
. '-!' ¢ g -
’ » Two Military Giants, !
il ll. v OOy L840 B8 FR° | :
- | . Comparatively few perso % that i
way that woull as : s
= l|‘ N : i Mal . Square
= LA 3 l""‘ & i Tt 144 . ITAvV
trunt A X 1 r. | :
| st : I i roopatria
'.’n' T | "Il H . r L

nlants that the male i-:ru.r-'- Fave an |
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\‘l( ' \' r hundred scarcelv fill a siall cup and re-

- * | quire four houss’ hard work to gather,
- l it they are in the warket every day and
aroe or four centsa pound.  The
| chiildren are tmainel to pick up dead

' leaves, sticks and straws and put them

Oue chiud Keeps a family supplied by
working eight hours a day. Necessity
o Tr'x.;::r}n's them how to prepare for food

o ..\': ._.‘ s TR 38 thles Wwiuis
ments of menda- | T e Veeon tder worthless weeds.  The
'3

tops of turnips, carrpts, sweet  potatoes

the Chinese do as muct
~¢ ) AOS8 muci | ‘nd onions, t.““ seeds |‘f wa!crmel‘)ns'

as uny Earopean na-
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