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LLITTLE BROWN HANDA
Thay drive homatha cows from tha pastnes
'vthroazh the lanz; shady lane
e tH it whistles loul o the whest
(o ]
A ellax wHUL ripaninz grain,
The n h=thick, wavine grascan
Whar ' seariet lipped  e'rawnerry
wrw
Ths rather the rarllest snow irogs
And the first ~rimson bads of the rosay
The tosetne hay in the mea low,
| hew pather the elder hiooms wiite,
nd where the dusky

grapes purple
Inn the saft tinte autumn “g'-"

They know whers the apples hang rlpﬂit,
Aud are swaoater than Italy's winaes
»now where the froit 1s the thickest

Iong, thorny Yiackberey viges,

sather the dali~atn gan waea le,
Palld tiny castles of sand
ey ek up the beantiful sea shells—
Fuiry barks that have drifted to iand.
[Lev avave

fram the tall, rosking tres tops,
Whern 1}

noriole’s hummoek pest swings,
bt niehit tims ara foldad in slunhee
2y 0 =
Thryae s
[l §
At iroun those brown-hanile] children
Shnilb grow mizhty rulors of state,

i that n fu__u 1 mather sinzs,

#lio tall bravely are strongest
dimbile and ponr becomn grant

The pen of the author and statesman,
The nobie wnd wian of our lnnd
The sword und the chisal aud palette
Bhall be Jielid in the littles brown han i,
Pittsburg DBulletin,
e — -

THE GOLD CAVES.

DY

LEON EZDWARDS,

(T was a good many
years ago, but i
[ shonld live te¢
be as old as Atllam..
the incidents I am
abonut to
will

narrate

be ns clear
{ aud fresh in mvy

e

memory as if they
happened yester-
day.

There were three

of ns, Ned Cop ley. an old Rocky
Mountuwin hanter, who, when game
ot searee o1 furs  unprofitable,
tookh  wp the  equally  hazardous

calling  of  gold  seeking; Frank
Felgerton, a handsome voung Ken-
tnekinn, who had ecome out to win a

widden fortnne, and myself, who had

twde ane fortane in the gold fields,
lost o, wd was now out to get an-
cthers and with the firm de‘ermina-
fron to himng on to ot if T struck luck
nooandn,

Voeross the Sierra Madre Mountains

in the Sau Juan region was a mighty
drenry, Tonely country 1n those days,
with the water Howing down ont of
of the

nonrest white settlement three
Rt dee | Mt les

srehit n the hottoms CANVONS,

AR I T

AWRY in  Eastern
\ toraddo
Nk

§ 1y
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ovley had hnnted all througzh
conutry with Kit Carson. and he

beltevedl 1t was rich 1in golid, and that

of

we kept onr purpose to ourselves
we “wonld make onr everlastin' for-

tiunes  to use his own words. .
We had enonugh mouney to buy ap
ettt af faoer for three months and a
v toenrry ot asfor the tools for

pecting andd the rifles and pistols

"“'ir_“ f.!!_‘ FAMEe, or Ta l\r'n.'g'l"f onr

selven from  prowhng ITnmans anid

sucaliine whites, we were well pro

vitledl
W,

while

i Taos 1o the eariy spring and

all the monntains

witn

cnmrehng

were coverod low (lown sSnow,

1 L] L] \ ' -
looking hike ghisterine marble walls

snpporting a skv <, clear and hlue and

lovked as 1f
hewn out of a 2loe o

ciotndless, that 1t 1t was |
turqnoise

But anxiety to ses the vellow -ald
bottam of the

‘aan Juan, blinded ns to

Nashing at the clea:

sireams 1u the

the glories of (he laniscana and the
Lenroassae 1 nataral snleadosr soat-
tered so ‘.11.\.-'.‘:'._\ Wil every hand
I think [ should savin all honests

the brave fellow, that Fraok Edger

W owas an exception to this.  To be
sure he wanted gold. It was to get

thiethat hoe left hisold Keatucky homs

anl drove an ox team across the ster.

e, blistering plains. .~o child's work
o the davs when the Iudians and buf-

falo were plentifnl aad the sportieg of

; .
he iron horse had not vet stirred to
new

Ivfa the o

cnoes of the giaat Rock-

188

Frank Edgerton had a nobler

mo-
tive than his two partners. We were
ut to nnd gold fur the sake of the

power and the comforts 1t woald give,
aud 1t may be with thoughts of the
deference that would be paid ns by the
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bat onr handaome yonng eompanion
was moved to face the hardships and
brave the dangers of the expedition by
Do such mercenary purpose,

He was not more than five and twen-
ty, with enrly brown hair ant eres,
and a ailky mnstache and beard of th-
same hie, an'd o month full of even
white teeth, and his fine face seama |
ever the home of gool natare anl
laughter. No matter how long the

march or aJeep the trail, no matter the
long miles between the springs, or the
indieations of Indiaus in the neighhor-
hool, Frank was alwave cheery an/
happy, aud bis langhter and his s:m:*.
for he had an excellent voice, hight
ened manya long march, and dispelle
the gloom from many a lonely camp
in the heart of the canyons.

We had not been many days ont be.
fore Frank Edgerton opened his heart
and gave us the seervt of his constant
happiness. He was in love, not “‘deand
in love,” but living in love, the glori-
ous passion possessed him. [t hbubbled
from his lips in laughter and song,and
glared from his eyes in exultation.

““Who is she, boys?" he saild one
day In answer to my question, for I,
an old, lovelessand perhaps unlovable
bachelor, half envizd him his posses-
R101. “*She  awin’t no ordinary girl,
Susie Burns ain’t. Heaven cut her out
for afirst-classangel, and never changed
the original plan. Here's her picture,
and let me say, you two are the only

strangers that cver iooked inside the
ltda eince she fastened it ronnd my

neck and told me, as she kissed me,
that 8o long as I wore it next my heart
['d remain true to her—just as if I
could ever dream of being false to
Susie. "’ :

By the camp fire he opened his coat
and hunting shirt, and bronght to
light a slender gold chain that hu}lg
abont his neck, and at the end of
which there was a flat golden me-
dallion. He opened it, kissed the
victure with the adoration of a pagan
for his idol, and then let us lovk at
the face of a beantiful, blue-eyed girl
of nineteen or twenty, who seemed so
life-like that it looked more like the
reflection in » mirror than a colored
wvorytype.

“‘Susie Burns ain’t rich, for Heaven
couldn’t give her all the blessings
without being unfair,” continned
Frank, as he restored the picture to
his breast, ‘‘but she'll be rich some
day, if there's gold to be found in
these mountains. Meanwhile, while
I'm out here prosvecting, Susie's a

teaching school dowan by the banks ot
the Cumberland, and you ean bet, if
she has any time to spare from her
work, she puts it in a-praying for me.
That's why [ feel so sure, boys, that
we are going to win. [ tell you an
outfit can't fail that has an angel like
that a-praying for it."”

Frank filled nus with his enthusiasm,
and Ned Copley and myself felt that
we, too, were interested in the girl,
as we were very sure she would have
been 1n us, had she known the circum-
stances.

I don't know the name of the
atream, for it was 1n the days before
names were given to every strip of
wet ground in the West, but it rose ia
the avalanches of the Sierra Madre
and came down by our camp 1ice cold,
and as 1t brought flecks of yellow gold
with 1t, we deeidedl to stop there and
o to panning out the gravel.

We did fairly well.  What we got
wounld have heen big wazes anvwhere

Ise, but to compensate for what we
suflered and the dangzers we faced, we
naturally wanted more.

A hanirel dollars a davy betwe>n
three wasn't so bad, bnt == were 1n 2
mood when a thousand dollars a day
wonld not nave satistied us. -

My, how hard an ! cneerfnily Frank
Ji1d work Why, he got so deeply 1n-
terosted 1n that unknowao girl, away

on the banks of the Cuamberianl 1o
old Kentucky, that he got 1nto the
habit of saying every moroinog, as we

ate breakfast by the licht of the camp
fire: ' Another day’s work for Sasie,
boys !’

Although the stronges: of the three,
Frank was not used to this
rough life. and !
tell on him, and | wantai him to let
up. but the brave fellox stack to 1,
he

followed

£500 sawv it pDagan 10

working 1n the 108 cold water till
was taken down with chiils,
by a burning fever.

We had some quinine and s few
simple remedies for ¢uts and brusises

less fortunate when we were rich men;

along, and with these and the skill

— -

that came of long redts in the wilds,
we dixl the best we could
partner.

for our

Now comes the remarkable part of
my story. I've seen men down with
the fever, when thay got so wild they
had to be tied, but while Frank was
clear out of his head, he kept ust as
peaceful as ever, only that he insisted
that up the creek were great caves full
of gold, and that the specks we had
been picking ont of the gulch came
from there.

He wanted us to start up there, say-
ing we could get all the gold in a dav
we wanted for a lifetime.

Of conrse, Ned Copley anl 1
humored Frank, and told him we'd go
if he'd hurry up and get weli, bat h=
swore that instead of being sick he
was as strong as a giant.

The third night after Frank was
taken down, he seemed to be resting
quietly, so Ned and I, who had been
taking tarns watching, thought it
would be safe to drop > to sleep —a
kind of lightly —and we did so.

When we woke up in the early morn-
ing, and saw that Frank Edgerton's
cot was empty, and s clothes and
pick and revolver gone, you may try
to imagine, but you can never realizs
just how we felt.

We cooked a hasty hreakfast, then
picking up enough provisions froa
our little store to last three days, we

tle valley where there was lots of grass.
and then started »ff to find our insane
friend.

Remembering his ravingsavout ‘‘the
gold caves”” up near the snow line, we
determinel to follow the creek. We
rouid read a trail as well as an Indian,
but the rocks were too hard to retsin
the impression of a human foot; yet,
now and then we saw signs to encour-
age us.

The creek branched into a dozen

streams further up, and it was only
after long consfitations that we de-
eided which to take, and then for no
reason that would not have applied
quite as well to the other stream.

It was a rough, hard road, and now
and then as we went on, we stopped to
shont Frauk's name, or to dircharge
our rifles, but only the echoes came
back for reply. \

That night, thoronghly fazzel out,
we halted close to tae line; ino-
deed, there were white patches all
abont ns, and not a sign of a snrub te
With a little sicohol
lamp we made coffee, and lay down

BENoOwy

make a fire.

keep warm.

We wer»up by daylight, and started
off again, this time without coffee, for
we had only about a gill of aleohol for
the lamp, and we reasonel that poor
Frank would want something warm,
ii we found bim alive.

Another terrible day and another
aw’ul night, and still no sign of Frank
Edgerton. We gave him np, and with
sad hearts wera returning, when Ned,
who had eyes like telescopes, aaid he
saw something movingz near the snow
line across the vallar,

There had been
flide down the valler, not an honr be-

ARl immense sNOw
fore, but we got across, and thers
under a ledge of rocks, with a great
pile of loose, glittering stones about
him, lav Frank Edgerton, looking like
a dead map.

While Ned made some coffea, 1
rnbbed Frank with snow till his skin
felt warm, then we forcad coTee
tween his teeth, anl wrapping one

bianket ubo1thim. wemale astretcher
out of the other ani onr two rides, so

be-

a5 to carry him down (o camyp, no essy
job, I can tell you.

Jast as we were aboat t.
Ned noticed the pilas
Frank's pockets were {41l of them -
and those lying about bad evilantiy

?‘t‘-. ﬁs.

of st nas —

were fully one-half solid goll.

Frank Elgerton hal dissoverel the
caves of hic fevere. dreams.

We zot him bach to camp. aal w2
took turas aurang bim and carryicz
down the gold so mysteriously found
with him uader tast ledgze,
bai

an! the

soarze of whi*h bear concealed
by the saow slide.

*‘I'o make a loag storv shor:, " as we
ased to say when I was a bor, Frank
got well. Whea he was ahle t) travel
we started back to Tass, carrving with
aboat hundrel and thirty

poands of solid goli.

us ane

We made a second and a third trip

hid the rest, left the mule hid in a lit- |

nnder our blankets, spoon fashion, to

been brouzht there by him  Bat taey |
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to find ““the gold caves,
Frank remembered nothing, and others
bave often tried it since, bat they
were lost quite as myastariously as they
were found.

Frank Edzerton hal, howerver, for
his share, enough money to return to
Kentucky and marry the fair Sasie
Burns. That they are as happy as the
day is lonz I can vouch for, for I vis-
ited them less than & year ago, and 1
w~as highly flattered to find that his

oldest son was named aftor me.
—_———

FUN.

Men who preach by the yard gener-
ally practice by the inch.

Gettinz rattled —That tin affair of

tue baby’s. —Boston Courier.

It 1s always surprising how much
d2eper a hole is after one gets into 1t.
—-Pack.

The thinzs that go without eaying
must have escaped feminine atten-
tiuu.—;._‘_l’nck. ‘ :

It is doubtful if culture will ever be
able to make a man stop snoring ip
Lis sleep.—Ram’'s Horn.

Jasper—*‘I--I've c--come after y—
yvour daughter, sir—" Father—*You
have! T.et 1we see your coupons!”
—('leveland Plain Dealer.

A long-haired man is more apt to
have admirers among women thana
short-haired woman will find among
the men. —Atchison Globe.

In many parts of (iermany the
hardest ont-door work falls to the
Well, is not the same true in

Who does the shopping
here ?—Boston Transeript.

women.
America?

Judge (to prisoner)—‘‘We are now
going to read the list of your former
couvictions.” Prisoner—*‘In that
case, perhaps, vour worship will allow
me to sit down.”-—Le Baillage.

A Birmingham school girl wrote, in
the course of an examinsation in
geography, that ‘‘the interior of
Africd is principally used for purposes
of exploration.”—New York Sun.

*“What is this money to be used for
that the church is raising?"” Howler
—-‘Tt's to send the minister away and
give the congregation a much-needed
vacation.” —Chicago Inter-Ocean.

“Timmins never has anything more
to say about that girl of his, I unotice.”
“No, he has either fallen out with her
or fal!e:i in love with her, I don't
know whicn. "—Indianapolis Journal.
« Millionaire Philanthropist—*‘‘How
can I make sure that none butths
very poor will receive the money I in-

tend to distribute?”  Rhymster—
“Buy poetry with it."—New York
Herald.

Humane Officer— ”WW&(\ you pile
all your load on the front of the
cars?’ Lazy Man— ‘‘So th' hosf won't
have so far t' pull it uv course. Think
I ain't got no feelin’?"—Cleveland
Plain Dealer.

e —
Journslism's Advancse.

The first Awmerican newspaper was
published 1n 1690, and in 1830 the
total number—of periodical publica-
tions in Canada and the United States
was nearly 158,000, with a combinad
annual issue of nearly three and a
haif billions.
shows that the American people ara

This wonderful advance

readers. A computation shows that
the combined circulation of all publi-
cations will give three vearly subscrip-
tione to every family of five persons;
that the combined ecircnlations
monthly publications will give nearly
twelve numbers a vear to each family ;
tkat weekly publications arc sufficient
to give two papers regularly to each
family, and that the daily isanas wonld
provid> more than ome-kalf of the
families with a dsiiy nevspaper. This
15,8 wonderful stride. and an :ndice-
tion of the growtl B! tke futgre.--
Press and Printer.

— -~

The American Press.

Aceord:nz to the American News-
paper Directory for 1894 there are
now 20,163 pewspapers and periodi-
cals published 1n the Uaited States
and the Capadizn provizces. Of this
cumber 19,392 are issued 1» this
sountry sud =47 11 the provinees.
The United States 2es 1533 dailies, 29
tri-weaklies, 223 comi-weekiles, 14,077
weeglies, 02 L:i-weciites 290 sema-
monthlies, 2501 moantblies, 70 b:-
moathlics anl 127 uarterlies. The
Canpadisn proviuces nave X) daslied,
553 weeklies and 157 wonthlien
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of which 1

.with the Crisfield fishery,

] 1p with them,

SOFT SHELL CRABS. |

MOST TOOTHSOME OF SUMMER
TABLE DAINTIES.

e e =

The Chilef Fishery is at Crisfleld on
Chesapeaks Bay How They
Are Caught and Sent to
the Market.

HE soft thell crab is disticetly
an Easteru product and one
of parely Eastern consump-
tion ; because the cral s so

delicate that it is impossible to ship
him with safety any great distance, It
18 a chief article of diet 10 all Eastern
cities, however, and particularly at
the summer resorts, and one of which
Western visitors carry pleasaut mem-
ories to their homes,

The soft erab occurs on the Atlantie
coast all the way from Massachnsetts
to Mexico 1 abundant also 1n
Chesapeake Bay aud as far y» the
tributary streams as the salt water
reaches,

and

The chief ~rab flﬁllt'l’.\' 1= at
Crisfield on Chesavenke Bay, just op-
posite the month of the Potomae River,

" Here more than 100) men are engazed

in fishing for the erabs from May to
October their total catoh bein s
than 5,000,000 erabs. The
the industry to the fishermen 1= more
than $100,000 in a s-ason.
other crah

nore

value o.

Thers ara
the unper
Chesapeake, iu Indian River, Delaware,
and in the Shrewsbury

fisheries in
anl other
rivers in New Jersey.  Buat no one of
these at all compares 1in umportance
In fact,
all of them put tozether are of far less
value,

Although tha orvster is of more in
terest in the winter than the soft erab,
the cralbing industry would b: vala-
able the year round if the crabs conld
be had. DBat from October to May
the crab retires to the deeper waters,
the
muduntil the returnof warmer weather
draws him to the shoal waters near the
shore.

where he remains half buried in

The soft erall is not alwars a sofl

grab. Technically he 15 th= bhlu: or
edible craly, and still more feehni
cally he 15 the ea'line - tos hastatas

Ordway. The soft erabis asolt eral,

only when he she s hisshiell,  When

he 18 very youug he sheds it fre
quently.  As he grows oilder he shels
only once or twice 1n a yvear, As h:

i8 of commercal valu: when he

18 soff, 1t 18 ol some importance to the

nl'illl'.'

fishermian that he be

captur- 1 at @
time when he hae just shed hais shell,
or is preparing to Ao s When the
erabis preparims to monit his
shell i1s loosenine, he

and
i1~ kuown to the
fisherman of Crisfieldl as a *““romer,"”
s ‘““long comer,” or a *‘short comor.”
When his shell has bhegan to erack, Le
18 called a *peeler,”™ “shedior”
““buster,’” accoriine to the faucy of
the fishermen. The * 1% kuown
in other localiles, hat the “comer’ 14
known by that title anly to Cristield,
the taken in hand
immediately moniting he

or

preeler’

Unless erai 18

after hna-
and the harld ecrab
has notthe market valune of his soft
brother. tisherman
will gmickly tell what stage of deval.
opment the crab is 1n. A« fast as the
crabs are bronght in from the fishery
they are placed 1a floats and there
they remain until they shed their
ehella.  Tha hest time dor eatobung
the crabs is just after davhreak.  All
of the fishinz is done 1u small boats
of an sverage wvxue of perhaps $4).
Vsually the boat carries but one per-

comes a hard erah,

The experience |

gon, hut sometifies 1t 1& large eacugh !

to have o crew of two or thres, The
known in the venacialar
peake rezion as a
cal corrnption of

of the Chess-
“aanuer ---ths lo-
“canoe.”  The n-
: 5

dustry 1s carrred on by iadividaale op
their own accoant.

ermen use a Jdredze or scrape, which
resembles somewnat te oyster dredge.

.

and

ased the fishermen polethrough the
shoal water and dip up the crabs one
at & time as they are seon.

Fach of the small boats will average
seventy-five to & hnndred crabs 1o »
J.I_\'. 3 to the
shippers, whose sheds line the shore.
As the crabs are brought 1a thoe dea’-
ers count them, separating the sofo
crabs, the ‘‘short
“long comers, " and paving for thom
acevrding to the market value.  The
price received by the fishermen varies
from 1! cents to two conts for
cieh.

The soft crabs are semaratel from

These are sold for cash

comers’ aunl the

cacly

those which have vet Lo shew, anlara
prepared for immediate shipment. Toe
sshedlers ars carroeon on tloats, L hose
lizhe
tizeir sides are latticed

Lolds abont 300 or A

floats are maae of planks, ani
Fach of taen
vrabs, I hise
Aoats are visited three or four times o

Aay and the erats tha hnave shed are
teken out for shipment
‘which thev are vacked for market ara
Iu tho
crabs arg placed boiween of
The capacity
is about one haondred

he cratesip
provided with trays taese
Liavers
crushed 1e@nnd seaweod
of each crate
crabe.  The soft ¢rabs can be packed
very clotely, because when their lege
: thear

pirced obliquely, 5o that the meisturs

have becn folded and bodies
does not ran from their moaths they
chow hittle tlls!umlh e o move in

sent as fat

-

these crates the v:a;,;.\ W
et

porth as Bostow. . '

A very imporiant element in esti-
mating the value o soft erabis and their
market price ix the mortality among
delicate

l;n‘ -illl‘“'.

them. They very and

eastly injured in handlinz

rre

the shedding process is severe and kills
Therofure the pur-
chase of the crabs by the dealers at
luttery.

many of them.

Crisfield is something of o
There is a record of a dny, some years
ago, when out of a total purclase of
3200 erabs taken by one firm, 300D
died before they could be packel fox
shipping. This mortality is excessive.
As a rule, the death rate 15 less than
that
1m

indirectly on

twenty-five per cent. Bat even
represents more than 325,000 Joss
This falis
the fishermen, for the shipper takesat.
nd for

(‘umpmrmtlﬂ‘:_\‘

each season.

int account when making
the ikherman'scateh.
few of the erabs die on the way to the
market. Every effort has bren mada
to lessen_4fie mortality among the
crabs, Wt withont sucerss.  The price
received by the dealer for the crabs
Lty

cents a dozen. — Washington Star,

ranges from tharty-five conts to

= e
Defeated by a Condor.

“*The enormons strength of the eons

dor is only equalled by his voracity

anl bholdness,” said George A Done-

Hotel the
a St Loms Globe-
o |

have seen a great many of these birds

the ecorridor of thedlandell
ther night when
Demorcrat reporter was present,
while traveling 1n the Andes, and, be-

ing something of & naturalist, took »

Most of the fish-

[t s lighter, however, I8 pro- |
vided with a pocket of uetting Some
few of the boats use dip neta  The

dredges are attaciel to the sijes of

the boa's by loaz ropes I{ a 19

breeza is blow.a~ the Doat 1=

well up to the

reefed saile and the dredze

overboard and allowedl t. draz alunz |

ihe bottom. Ar cntersals the hoat e
‘_)rgn;:ht to, when the drelre 14 lraw,
ap sud emptied o bosrd

~rabs are separatel by banl frow the

. |
winl oY pnt ungsrs

Then the |

masst of mnud and grass whjch Las come .

by the Lexisgton Apri 17, 1777,

Whiere the dip uet s

csreat deal of 1uterest 1o watching their
hahits, )
“*This immense bird often ponuces
bnt the
shape and bluntuess of ite claws he 19
He con-

tents himself with fiXing 1t spaiust the

npon living animals, {rom

nnable to carry off his prev.,

gronnd with one of its claws, while
with the other and 1t. powarfal beak
he rends 1t to pieces.  Gorged with
food, he becomes 1neapabla of flight,
anl A maa may then approsch him,
bt should the man attempt to weize
the bird, he 12a met with a desperato
resistance,

and the struggle wonld

probably be a long one, as the bird

. ) | enjovs an extracrlinary tenacity of
boat chiefly 1u use 1= & small sailbonat, | =

hfe,

‘I voee spproscued a large condor
jast after he hel finished s hearty
banquet ou & yvounz sheep. In ex-

deavoring to capture the bird 1 way

atruck several times with his hugo
clawe. At leugth, toru sad bleeding
from: severa! wonuds, [ left the tieid

of battle and went to. my camp, seve

eral miles distant, to get help, a0 aw

to capture the bird alive, if posaitble.
Iz aboat two b

I returned with
We fonnd the bird
i3 the same place standing

2Ure
tLrss COMMPBTIONS
ere~t aud
feppiog 1te winas trviag ¢ty f7 awaey,

We tried for some= time to sscare it,

L1t 1t mede such a ferce straggle that
one of the men finally killed 18 by @
blow on the head mith a hatchel”™
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The first war vesse! caplurel Ly an

American sbip was tue Edward, tazen

van, of lL.iuma, Pera, who strolled 1ot

'f‘]‘;- ~l—/ ' | -/’YM;".\ ' '

ountp  @bserver.

@®

.
DL h——

S o———————

i
|
:
| ]

L

et

- ———




