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w Two Texas Boys & '
2Xxas E Saved Their
Father

UY LEwis B. “I[.L‘H?.

enoon

| NE evening in No-
veuiber wmy fathe:,
at supper,

I'et- I r];,'
warked:

Williams | and where we
told me to-day that
be's hiad nhnu.t four
nnads of cotton stolen, Ouy
frretty good place to he
ray npthere at the hack of

er Dape sneanstedd that he
agon, as we hLal
season, just

I sleepn 1o the w
cearfier in the.
td il; but this evenin s
blowingz, and :
of vain and storm,
“r.vecnufortable enongi ' he
Fag warselves with cotton. |
"H L ool 1-!--::. - !-il.i.tl my fl].ti.lf'l .
lunghingly remarked,
the loal
nnder van two sleepy- | he
vl von wonldn’t kuow it !
rodiatter how sonnd they sleep, ”
“Soeak-thieves
fe the in tantthey found some- |
lomnge affer supper, Dape and | father’s cotton
We fonnd |
Sowe hadd left it, packad fnll of
be hanled to the
the white ean- |
chow el was spread over hows
ithed alone the sideg

J."l{'].l 10 T|lf' \l.':[',_;lifl.

1.1 t':l'l}’ t

twao l'!lll
nusupported, slanted down in
tolowas dark,  While not se-
wind, like all Texa:
% had 4 penetrvating chill that |
one teeth chatter,
tirling on the brake, T nutied the
stile, then
et and elimhbed upon the cotton
1 crawied ap after we, after tying
P sueel deran,

my head

bools and
we prt them in the fore end
baeck aud
a bed, pihing

began to |

Wwis tlm'}-f
mto gt side by side,
[ the cotton back upon our
Lastly, we worked our arm:
can b were ready to sleep.
the wind was drivine
wagon-sheet
clhere was g constant pitter
no cotton
nest day, and Dape and |
fie awake till late, talkine,
I heard was the wins
arainst tre
viclentiy that it rocked au

it as only a heaithy
from «ax

The wind mns

v hieets came dowar.
cepved that the wacor

I couald hea
rain aml the

vaued «id not

e'w oy e,

puilling at.
heran to mveat

Boad ont 1o the
to lixznt from

a‘ttomohile
amd 1 knew

Fhe driver-
I heard one
his words.

mwy head, and

My tace anil

thieves tha

Loimag connty
eotton had dis
anld the owne;

the thief
4t was the very time
tue rawg would wash
' course i-
tis thisves tha
asleep under ti

SieepPIng peace
something.
ol protest
vanse ]l to slialie

es had heard

Lour I sat there in

yr3aa

Yo(e

s Cotton.

<avQe A

a4g
.-u
o

D)

/] -
Zeq ﬁz""?gﬁi ?B el Ll ) an orge :\(g-:h
'the dark,

Situation, and woudering what Iconld
us? How long had we been traveling,
_ ra we now?
I raised the sheet again.

WRe going through flat woods,

prairie country, and the nearest flat
 wood was ten miles to the west,
we were at least ten miles fron
and going farther,

!"“"f"l over Dapeagain,and whispered
i his eqr:

1 home,

“"Dape, thieves are running clear off

with the cottou, and us, too!"

This I repeated reveral times, until
_sat up suddenly, and his first
- whispered question showed that he
understood the matter. I told him
~what I had learned.
caid,

“Then we'll untio the WAgON-
| sheet

at the hind end, drop out and
follow the road back to where some-
body lives " i

‘ “That's easy, but if we do, why,
| then the thieves get elear away with
and wagon,”

| UWell, then, we'll keep in hearing
 of the wagon till it stops.  Let's get
 dressed right away.”

“But the men are on the front end,
and they wmust be sitting on our
| clothes, Yon know we put 'ein right
against the sheet,”

Here was a predicament. If wo got
| ont into the cold wind and rain, bare-
| headed, barefooted and in thin shirta,
' we must snffer fearfully, and micsht

be chilled to death.

What if we should stay in the
wagon? We shuddered as we asked
| each other what would happen then.

Murders are often committed to con-

ceal robbery, and if we did not get
~out, the thieves must find us on stop-
ping.

After disenssine variong nlesae. wa
dacided to wait till we came to a
house, and then jump out and rnn to
(1t.  So we untied the sheet at the
“hind end, and kept poking our heads
out to look for a honse. At this we
~oon got so cold that we had to bury
curselves partly in the cotton.

Honses were far apart, but at last
the wagon came to one.  Even before
we spw its Jdim form, we could hear a
great barking,

Thet connds
doesn’t 1t 2"

lhike a dozen l!“;,:':_
shiverad Dape.

“It does,” 1 shivered bheek, ng
ones, too,.  Let's not get out. What

shonld we do out there, nearlynaked,
1 the cold and dark, with such a
pack?™

“You're right;
the waron.”

So wa gol down
acarn, and waited
Iewel -lu,f'-i.

The laden wacon moved slowly, for
the colton made a heavy load for the
e, andd L:'fni‘-' a:wtl!er honse was
veached daxlizht came. Wdwerenow
more alarwea than ever, for if the
thieves should happen to look under
the xsheet, 1'.1!,‘}' conld not l]L‘fIi dis-
Govering us,

Besides, 1t wonld be extremely em-
barrassing to approach a house 1n
broad daylizht in our present attire.
In fact, when we did eome to one, and
[ tried 1o get Dape to start first, he
there were women?
Not mueh!  You may
o af vonn want to. T'll see this thing
right bhere.”® To this resolve I
also was forced by the cirenmstances,

About this time the rain stopped.
As soon as the hght began to cowme
throuch the wagon-cheet, we looked
eagerly for any chance of getting our
clothes, and now saw that oaly one

was sitting on the edge of the
stretehied sheet 1n front., Father the
other one had left the wagon, or there
hai been but one. and the talking we
had heard had Feen his talking to the
horses, However, we were sifh-
cientlv afraid of that one man, armed,
as we felt sure he must be. Aud he
was sitting on onr clothes, All that
could be seen of them was sleeves and

woe're better off in

the cotton
house with

into
fl'l' ik

saud,

H..“ l I !t""lli ?

EEY
S pose

i1

iunn

lezxs

D 01‘ .‘-‘.1&1 I);l!‘(‘.
was Lopeful and f"!’:l!!_‘.‘ ‘“‘the man
live somewhere in these woods.
When he gets home, he's sure to stop
the wazon several vards from the
hons<e, aad go in to warm up and get
his breakfast. That'il be cur chance.
We will put on our clothes, jamp out,

ud ran for the brush.”

*But the man or some of his family
will be sure to take a look jer tle
sheet when toe wagon stops.

“*We!l, let us hide in the cotton.
No danger of them seeing usif we
cover ourselves well

And that was what we did. We
covered onrseives completely, leaving
only littie holes to breatiie throngh,

whose mind

miust

0
[Py

i not hear

[n turs position we cotld
Hotaas 1 1
much., aud conld not see at all: bu
pot louz ull we felt the wagon

wal 4
Dape punched me, to jutimate

stop.

9

reﬂevting on our utrange

Where were those fellows taking

The warzon
, W : Now
this told something, for we lived in a

So

Much alarmed, 1

“We've got to get intoour clothes,"

N

¢
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that wa were now at the thief's home;

and that the trying tims had com®.

We lay withnat moving a musele,

. fast then a dreadful thought came
to me.  Any one looking under th

' sheet would be likely to raise it at the
Our eclothes wonld he seemy
inevitably be dis=
I sat up in my excitemeng__

fore end,
“then we
covered,
throwing off tha cotton.

shonld

What sonnd was that? A hummings
"omewhat hike a threshing machingy

‘in the distance. But I had help@
unload too much cotton to that mug
hottorecognizeit. Uncovering Dap
Lhead, I whispered:

“yon hear it?”

gestnre of delight,
Lim!™ said he.
| Asthegin-yard gate was ereaking on
its hinges, the man who had rome out
to open it, the ginner liimself, asked:

‘How much have yon got on there?”

"About eighteen hundred, I guess,
repliel the man on the wawvor.
- “‘Enongh for a bale. Can yon run it
through right away?"

“Think I can get it out by noon.
Ouly oue lot aheaid of you,"

““Can’t you give me first shiow? I'm
in an ail-fired hurry. "

“No, T can’t. I'vestarted theother
already.”

“‘Oh, well, Ts'pose [ got to stand
it," and in he drove.

“Now's our time!" said Dape,

So I raised the sheet at the bhack
end of the load and beckoned to the

ginner, who was elosing the gate after
18,

thing was wrong, he soon overtook the
wagon,

“This isn’t his cotton at ali”™ T
whispered down. ““It's wmy fatter's,

- That fellow stole it last night.”

- UStole us, too,” put in Dape, **He
doesu’t know anything about that,
though,  And he's sitting on
clothes,”

i The ginner looked ineredulous, but
svon saw from our manner and
{ that we were speaking the truth.
- “Keep still t1ll I can send for some
guns! We'll arrest the scoundrei!”
Lie said, and hurried on to the gin-

our

dress

| house, while the wagon continued its |

' way through the yard among sca:ter- | i
i

| ing cotton-bales.

This gin-house stood on posts six
or eight feet high. At the door was a
- platform about even with the top of a
- wagon-bed, where catton was unload-

- . B3 e R

“co~w wao arec—~+ thi

S
' platform, our driver stopped ana@ t—trxlév.-

on the brake. Then we heard him
step off npon the platform,

. “*Now for our clothes!” whispere
Dape.

We began to dress, sittinz on the
cotton, but I had only jerked on my
shirt aud pantaloons, and was tngoine
at a boot, when the sheet, or wazon-
cover was suddenly thrown up, and
the wind earried it off the bows,

There stood a tall, shazgv-bearded
mau, in a slouchy black hat and a yel-
low  **slicker,” raiu-proot eoat,
reaching to his heels,  The consterna-
tion on his face, when he saw what he
had stolen, was ludierous.  His mouth
Hew open, aud he stood staring at us
stupidiy.

“1 arres: you!" exclaimed the gin-
ner, gruilly, as he hurried andd
canght the tinef by the arm.

“Arrest me” " and the man eame to
himself suddenly.  “*Stand back!" he
shouted, eiving the ginner a violent
pitsh., The next moment hie threw off
the slicker, snatehed a pi1siol frow his
pocket, and with an oath and a threat,
leaped from the platform.

Out came two bowie-knives, and he
tried to eut one of his horses loose:
but seeing two gin hands eoming with
zuns, he dashed ronnd the house,
sprang over the fence, and led throngh
the woods, with everybody, includiug
Dape and nie, 1n pursuit.  But Idon't
think auybody was half as eager to
overtake lnm as he was to get away,
for he had a very disagreeable man-
ner in flonrishing has pistol.

“Now what“7 said I 5

or

ot

| *“Gret the cotton gmned,” saad Dape,
“Grood enonugn'” said I: and we
eastly bargained with the gmpner: he

keeping out enough, besides his toll,
to pay for the bazging and ties to wrap
the bale. He also feed for
the team.

With

into oun

save nus

the sped and the bale loaded
for home,
sixteen niles away, eariv 1n the after-
noon, and soon wet father and another
miat on Lorseback. The disappear-
auce of a wagon-lead of eotton and
+ & sensation 1 our
tie roads were
Ll every Jdirection.
greatly amused with the
' “Whv,” saul
was na thief: ':;.-- was s
We eouldn’t
lav, anvhow

nanied the load tor us

We starte

Wag v,

o |
=
-t

ADd

Good

i -
SJever hLe colLes

T LI HIS NOTSes.

there’.l be

It was afte
bome. The:
thief's hc

pasture.

**Now 1f the owneér wants then:. let
pim come aund prove his property,’
fatuer remarked, as he put up the
A=

The owner «did 1ot cume to slaim
the horses. bt they were missing 8

week later, and fuand next day st a
bouse 1o the wouds abgut seven miles

L} and were stolen

=9

‘““He’s brought us to the gin! Do&

Dape =at up instantly, and madoi

“Now we've ﬁ

He locked eurprised, hnt seeing |
from my mysterious manner that some- |

| ready.

| the hen free,

, - » Kk 1
’ﬁr&ganﬂ )‘Brﬁrt' (ﬂ"hmnt n‘{‘g ft.

from the gin. The man whd lived
there was earnestly sought by the
sheriff, but conld not be found. His |
wife, when questioned, declared that !
the horses had returned home, and
must have jumped out of the pasture. [
Not long afterward the family disap- |
peared, going off between two days. |
A country neighborhood elings to a |
1oke tenacionsly, and Dape and 1 hase
not yet heard the last of the night
when we went te gnard the eotton
curselves,—Youth's
Companion, !
l

|

—— o ——

COERCING A RELUGTANT HEW,

At Firet she Was Averse to Raisivg @
; By nd: Now She's “Setting*' All Right.

i It i~ ri livena boy who likea-
Pete. He began with a pair of pic. |
eons that he got in a trade for e dog |
that lie traded 4 knife for. His par- |
ents allowed him to keep the pigeons |
until they multiplied sd that there !
were pizeouns all over the place. The-
he sold the pigeons and boughta goa* |
that ate the clothes off the line every .
Monday. He was compelled to dis- |
pose of it, and traded it for a pair of
game chickens, Tu n week there
wasn't a rooster left in the neighior-
hood, the game rooster had killed |
them all.  His father took the game
chickens for a ride one night and lnst |
them three miles out in the country,
Three daya later he brought them |
home, but he never told auy one how |
|

1

|
he got them. Aund g0 he fought fo-
his pets one by one: his dog was lost, {
his lamb stolen, his rabbits ray away:
He has come down to one old hen. |

Recently he bought a ‘“‘settin’ of !
eggs. A ‘‘settin’
many as a motherly
into chicks.

1 r :
O: egrEs I8 as

]
hen can hateh f
He had made np his |
mind  that his hen was lonely ‘
and needed company, and what
ctompamonable as a bateh of littlo !
chicks to serateh for? The heu, how- |
ever, hAl different views, and didn'y
want to sit on the eggs. Bat he was
not a boy to he stumped by a hen— !
he had borne too many losses als !

=0

He put the eggs in a box, in which
he bad made a nest of hay. Then he
plauted the indignant hen on themu,
put a board in which he had bored o !
lot of air holes'over her and left her
come to terms. That night his
big brother kicked off the box and set |
The next morning the
boy put her back, and put some
bricks on the board, for he thonght |
she had raised the board and r&leaqpﬂ l

hath

The |
boy replaced hen and board again,
and again they were kicked off. Then
lie got & board and made a hole in it
for the hen to poke her head through,
and nailed the board to the box.
Once a day he takes the board oftf anid
chases the hen aronund the yard for
exercise, and twice a day he carries
food and water to her.

What'sthe ase of trying to «discour- |
are a boy like that?

|

The American Honey Exporterd,

The demand for American honey for
export is increasing, The exports in
1807 were worth 100,000, But that
_veur' tlhie 1mports were as large as the
exports, while 1n IROS the imports
were less than 1n the previous vear. l
England 1s the chief buyer of Amer:-

Cgurch at Quiacy, Mass,
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HObSEHOLD AFF:;RS.

A Handsoine Iln_lroﬁm Sulte.
.“any of the bandsomest badroom
fuites now wade 3u England are of
chve wood This ancient and hise
toric wood 15 of s yellowish brown,

Caften vemed with darker hnee, afforde
Cang an exceedmgly riclhh and beautifal

I .
effect, while from its hard and close

Fetililty of Grapea, i
It Las heey foand that many varie-
ties of exltivated zrapex are seif-ster-
. others are imperfectiy sell.sterile,
that 15 to say, when eross.pellenation
18 prevented they form elusters whicl
are inore or lesa imperfeet: others are
fully seif-sterile. The last class n-
ciludes nearly all the tarieties which
have proved sansfactory in cowmmer-
cial vineyards,

1

Exterminating Weeds.

A weed s Tery [r!’ui't'[l_\' termed “'u
plant out of place, ” it wheu a gond,
health® burdock, nettle, tcazel. rac
weed or pizweed springs up beside
& poppy or marizobld the order =seems
to be reversed; the weed seemingly
turives just as wel!, while tite desira
bhle 11laut becomes LI(‘"IIit.’L“_V “ont of
l'!!\é‘l‘." -

A vigorona nse of the hoe at onee
tipon thaappearanee of the little weed
seedlinga where a hoe can be useld, 1s
ihe qitickest and most effective way
to dispose of them: bt if they are al-)
lowed to grow for a few dags they may
be easily pulled np root and hrancl,
[f a weed has atctined any size never
et it off with a hoe, hat pali it up, or
cenerally new shoots will  gmekly
come from the old erown. Whutever
the way nieans, keep the weeds
down entirely, at all hazards, for they
rob the soil and render
.‘-i'.:htly ]']au"vﬁ ll!‘l‘i']i‘t“." nh_;l’t'iif'l'lah!l;.
A wise gardener 1s he who never al
lows a weed of any kind to wo to see
rhoat his place for a constderable dis-
taiiee abouat the ontskirts, theveby sav-
inr uisel! many a backache the fol-
lowinzg season. When larce weed:
abiont are pullel up they
should be Lurned, as they might cer-
minate. —Woman's Homwe Cowspanion,

Or

ntherwise

to soeed

Controlling the Rose Ry,

The common American
lius again made its presence folt hv
showing an nnusnally voracions appe-
tite for the folhiage of that plant. 1n
teveral rose gardens vieited while the
slugs were feeding in Jane last year
the foliage had been so skeletomzed

ro=a mlnoe

that it not only looked unsightiy, but

EGG

oM LEAFE
!u'lcl*k//'/:i'
s1ze YL

\f

FELEDING

THE ROSE SLI'G

AND

iITS WORK.
118 check hal also prevented the de
\'l’?l'l'!ln:u! of the blooms,
old and widely distnibinted species an
it may almost always be foumd wher
roses are srown to any extent, l‘!-1
tunately there 12 bat a sinele

Tin= 15 ar

tt

] two WoLtls,

s with vauila,

grain 1t ;& exceelingly Jdurable and
costs no wore thau ordinary wooda,
The washstand 1« usually made with
marble top, huzh tiled back, capboard
and towel rods on top and sides,

-\ﬁ

The china and s:ilver brush and
cowmb trae: are vot nearly so desirable
or fashionable to-day as the simple
eilk and satin holders, which can be
made at howe with ease. They are
made 10 various forms fo imitate obe
jects an nature.  The most convenient
and serviceable shape 15 that of =
melon,  Cnt out of suff cardboard the
sides of the case, and make them as
fong as the Lrnsh and comb. Cover
them fivet with clieese cloth, and pad
them ont to the proper rotnndity with
sheet wadding, Then sew together
stripe of satic and silk ribbons to
give the effects of melon-strnipes, Line
the inside with some plain silk.  Each
end of the case is then securely sewed
togetber and fimshed off with bows of
ribhon.  The caso can be made either
to stand up on the bureau or to be
snspended with faney cordsof ribbons,
If carefuliy mads they are distinet
oruaments to the burean, and they are
les+ mjurions to the bhristles of the
bhrush than thie stiver aud china trays,
which do an time bend and loosen
these,—The New Vouce.

Brash and Comb Cases.

The Wedding Feast.

When forizal seating at large tablea
is not practicable b1y reason of space,
there 1s always the srmall-table expe-
dient to which one may resort, These
tables, seating four, may be placed 1n
evervavailable nook throngh thayoome,
halls, piazzas: and if there he any
overflow, what more delhightful than o
place them nuder the trees? By thie
means a very large company may be
comfortably served without great
tronble. FEach of therxe small tables
mnst, of course, be covered with a
cloth, and sitice one spares no trouble
in wedding preparations, a few flowers
should be ready for each, alsoa presty
little dish of confections, In serving
the substantiale it is very nice to place

PIh AR (R Wthe ables. a _plste of
are served, may be replaced with »
plate filled with assorted eut cake.

In serving gnests atan evening weds«
ding the hnfiet plan #olves the problem
of room, Thlis plan preseribes atable
of ordinary @iz round or square),
heautifully land with tinest cloth, and
containing the hride’s cake, other cat
cahe, =aited choee confec-
trons 1 pretty holders, and perhaps
frumt with a conterprece of flowers and
decorations of ribbons,  An  appro-
priate arrangetaent for p snmmer wed.
Jding feast wonld Lie a very tall, slen-
holding  Jong-
suflicient (uantity
Snueh
the
of 1ts
Mo ¥ cantion 18 necessary

alion i‘.

der  ent-glass viase
stemmel
to bend an a cracelal areli abave.,
a centerpieoce de not obstra-t

view

irSe9 1)

oS

HIM AT ._'_j,l' :,.I-:t' Liocansa

slinitiess

cau honey; and ships sail from San l 1 o o e YU lin regard to the use of flowers as a
Francisco, from San Diego, aud some- | €400 Fear, the sawilies eme il talile decoraton, 1t 1% to avoul over-
ames from Port Los Angeles, Cal., May, just Lt kie foliaze s fully es domng that featnre, and never to nelect
carrying large cargoes of honey.  The | !]?'n’l"!' .] LSRR A ::' L siu 4 4y one with & | cavy odor. Chairs are
_['llii("! States prn'h“‘p‘“ more };""“—'.‘" { Ry “”‘” t;“t d i;_'t‘- - '“““ ”I.i 0 Hl.r l':.t-'---f aronnd the four sides of the
thau any other nation. As lonz as | face o the I. |" i a small AWy matke § o and The cnents ard derved ron
thirty ‘_'t:ﬂ.l'ﬂ azo the product was 15,- | by the _ female  fly ) \?- iien fan the pautry and kitehen, only the arti-
000,000 pounds  annnally. Twenty | gr wno the  larva s “=""'-’*”|." UV les above named Leing served from
vears ago it had risen to 25,000 000 [ one-third ol am neh douz, slug | ey salile. Tle Dridsl party and as
i‘nllni‘l“. and ten vears ago it was ,‘,_‘,'_ ]lka-. Lint Iri.-si}'.l..__ T':‘-- sLIme whilen ¢con IMBUY more o cat be sented goon
000,000 pounds. At the present time | €rs Inaly neasiy relats i. il .;‘.5'1&*: : | first, all the other gnesta beang served
Towa produaces 9.000,000 ponnds of | 43 the pear sluz [.I.H' lavrvae fel _--:H_v; PR A s (Ace permits. —
honey annually, and many States, in- | at ’3:’—'?*: and Aipon. toe Hpper .‘_- L | Womanu's Howe Compamnion,
clnding Califoruia, produca 4,000,004 | the leal, “’“3"" they completely “‘ c- 1
to 5,000,000 pounds a vear. tonize, bint leavinge the under siarfac e Necipes.
— below which they remain econceale | Niricanon: with | Yelltw. Siieh—
Cassinl and the Antigne Coln. during the day The larve hecome | W gt B P e pire ST LSS
Comte Cassini, Russian Ambassador | fall growa n abon! two weeks anl | 'l '“‘_”‘ 2 el : 'i : _" “ ,‘.,.'
to the United States, 13 a brilliant wit | then descend to thegromn ! into w el !," l’l y e u '1' l " :-';r:f!}i
and a man of mavy-sided eniture. His | they bhurrow f one to three anclies o ' ..‘ % “.‘ o i & mehat table:
pﬂi"llli‘g‘l‘ltl{?“ were brought into prom- | and there bl W onl small calls In S b fE i s tesspooifiol
inence, 1in Washington. on one oecca these they e Jormant until the next ".I' "y eat 1n the volke of twoeggs
stion when a banker more distingunished | — T e o l--"l' Sty S 5 ‘ .;".:;f‘i. of ]’-"p:
for commercial genins than for auti- | ,::f':;,T, g b e ol
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