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Follow-¢cilinenn of the Senate
and of ihe lHowse of Representatives :

Under the benignani Providenee of Al-
mighty (Bud, the represeniatives of e
Bame 2ok of the people ace again broughi
wgeiher o delibersie bur e public grod.
Toe gratiinde of the maton 10 the Sewer-
g brbier of all hewan cvenis, shonid be
sommtasnsaie wikh he boundicss Licss-
inge which we enjoy.

Fasce, plenty, and conteniment reign
Mresghost our borders, snd vur Leloved

SOURVY presenis a sublime worsl speciacle
o vhe wold,

The woskled and posetled condition of
some of whe pnncipsl Esrvpean powers
het hed & mecessary wendency 10 eheck and
omburrass wade, sud W depress fiicen
throughout oll commercal navons; but pot-
wiubsisoding hede causes, 1he United
Buctes, wih their sbundent prodecis, Lave |
fols, weeir effecws less severely toan aoy
ouher cosnry, sad all our groat wnierceis
e sull pruspervue sad succeselul.

[ eV wing the greal evenis of Lhe pasi
’-l.ﬁ conirasiayg ihe agisied snd dis

wmrbed susve of of her connires with ons
wengud snd happy condition, we WAy con-
m ourselves What we are the nost N
ondp.cphoo ithe face of the corth,—
Whild the people of other counirnes are
m W esuablahs (ree instityttons, un-
dot which men way govern himsell, we |
are m the sctual enjovYment ol thewm—a
o e er from our fathe's. W hile
enbhghtened naty ns of Fur upe are convul- |
sed snd duntcacied by civil war or intesune
“ we scile 4l var s2oiiucal conwruver-
otee by the peacclul exereme of the nghts
of beemen st b= beliotbox. The grest
WAX® 20 deeply eagraven on
W bearte of our pevple, 1hat the will of
We majerity, consinuionally expressed,
shall peavasl, 14 vur sure ufogunl sguinst
fosce and vielence. 11w e sobject ui just
* podey that our fame and charscier a¢
aation sentioue rapidly € advasce in the |
oumation of the civdized world., Teo our
miee and free wmstiutions i is 1w be aunb-
H Vst whibe o her natione have schieved
glocy 8L e price ol the -uﬂ'nm‘ distress,
eod impeversbment of iheir people, we
hare woa ‘our houorable position in the
wider ol 30 wninterrupied prosperity. aud of
S mtrentng mdividual cumfort and happr |
.. ‘.-M'py o wmiere sou that vur
relations woh ull asions sre friendly and
pacise. weaties of com- '
mares et beea coscluded wuhin the
hm with New Geensas, Pero,

W'. Havover, Ol-
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{ such actosl
Fihe dictates of ene policy, but
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Ilucl we do not Iooi b-hialnm
wmg governments, capeble of mshtaning
thews own slhivily, We
governmenis, pod
ered segavd (or ihe indpencenre

While thes 18 vur sevled poliey, it does
oot lvllow 1het we can ever be sad.ferent

| speciators ul the progress of liberal prine:-

ries. The government and peaple of .

United Sumes hailed with enthasinem and |

delight the ertablishment of the Franch re-
public, as we now Lay the efforis in pro-
grese ‘o smve the Swstes ereany o a
confederamen, similar in Wmany respeeis 10
our own lederal Union, LI the grear sud
enlightened Geiman Sisles, accupying, as
they do, a ceptral snd commanding po-
silion 10 Hurnpﬂ'. shail succeed In esinDy
lishing such a conlederated government sg«
euring a the sane ime ta the ciuzens wi
cach local gevernmen's adapted 10
the pecoliar condinoa of eaeh, with uare-
siricied race snd intercourse with each
oither, st will be sn twporisnt era 1n the
hwousy of human evegis:  Wilalst 11 will
consolidaie and swrengihen the power of
Uermany, It must cssentially prouoie the
cause of commerce, civihizauon,
snd renstiuonsl liberty throughout the
world,

Wik all the governments on this eonti-
neul our reiminns, 1 38 believed, are now
on & more lpendly sod sciisflacsory foots

Sime,

peace,

ing than th€ bave ever beca at auy for |

mer perod.

Since the exchamge of rmifications of
ihe ireaty of peace with Mexizo,
tergnwrse wilth the government of the re-
public has been ol ine mast fneadly char-
The l':”tﬂ}' Extraordinaey and
Mivisier l'mu-;’-ilrutl.’lr)' of the Uunied
Siaies 10, Mexico has been received andd
seeredited; and a drplomane representauve
fsom Mexico of ssmrdar rank has been re-
ceived by this governmem. The amiea
Lie relanions between the two countrivs
which had been suspended have been haj-
pily resiored, and are destined. | trusi, 10
be lung prescived. The 1wo republes,
both situaied on this eontinent, and wnh
colerminous lerritonies, have every
of sy mpathy aud of interest 10 biud them
togeiher in perpelual amny.

ur 'n-

arier,

This yreulying conthuion of our
cign relaivas readers it unoeces~ary  for
me 1o call your stiention wore specifically
W them.

It has been mmy ronstant atm and  de-
‘cultivate peace aud eommerce with

Traagquiliny s home, and
relatione sbread, constniuig
policy of
War, wrge ol nations,
been but
avorded when ot can be done
with the nighs and

Oue of the must importiaut
the war injo wloch we were recemiy fur.

sire WO 0
all natvons.
the
iry.
snvriiines
1w be

praceful

irne permanent eur

I roul
the »se
mes inevitable, s alvave
Cousistenlly
nabon.

honor «f the

reswlis of
ceed wiih o nr;gh‘qunng panor, 18 the de-
monsiration 1§ has affonded of the mailitary
sirengih ol our eouniry. Before the late war
with Mexico, Earopean and other fureign
Powers enterizsined imperfect snd errone-
oue Yiews physical strengih
nalion, and of our lbl'.:l)' 0 pro<ecule war,
especially a war waged oul vl vorown
‘I‘I.P‘\‘ saw ("hal war i1a:|n]1l\g ar

ol vnar us =
an+]
fa liai'f.\.
the prace esiablishiment Jid not ex
thwousand men. Accusiomed
themaelves wmamiain in pesce large
standing armies fur the protection of thrones
against own suhjects, 38 well
agwinst f--rrr;:l cnemies, they had

conceived that it was pussible fur a nanon
an army, well diseiplined

my on
ceeud ten
1o
ther ns
ol

without such

aml of [ong servire, 10 wage war success< !

fully. hiey held in low repute our mi
hua, and were far Trom regarding them
as an cffcctive furce, unless it might be
for \emporary delensive operations when
mwaded on our own soul. The cveonls of
the late war with Mexico have not only
| undeceived them, but have removed erro-
neows 1mpressions which prevailed 10 some
extent even smong 3 p .riion of our own
cosnirymen. 1'hat war has demonstrated,
that epon 1he breaking out of hosulites
not anticipated, and for which no previ-
ous preparation had been made, a3 volun
Leer

any emergenty, can in 3 :short perind be
brought _mto the field. Unhke what
would Lhive nccurred i any other counliy,
we were wnder no necessity of resorling
to dranghts ur conscripiians. (a the con-
trary, such was the pamber of volentecrs
who patrioneally tendered their services.
that the chiel difficelty was ia making se-
lectivns and determmning who should be

disappoinied and cowpelled 10 remsin at

are. onlike

home. Que caizen saldign

- _those drawn from e popslation of any

lother coburtry,

They are eo-pn.ed m
dsctupirately of all professions and pur.
sulm: tmers, lawyess, physians, mer-
iererey msechanwes sod las

ng the offi~

”-IQI the pnuumbﬁi‘h ranks.
-nldun are unltke those of

nisy in other respects, - They
* have been sceustomed
4 lpu handle and use fire~
: sportien of them, e~

mand more nowly

o

molive |

for- |
' liaving Leen personally exposed Lo its per-

| feattre in vor instilaions,

our hberties, we have 10 the bosom of our

army of ecitizen soldiers equal 10 |
veieran troops, and m nombers equal 10|

soceess ul aperations on land.

nr_uled Swies, are expert markemen.— |
They are wen who Lave a reputation to
@anlain al home by their geod conduct
m the field., They asre mielligent, and
there 18 an 1adivduality of characier which
i foand 1n the ranks of no vtherarmy. In
batile. eack privaie man. as well 88 every
afficer, figlits not only for his ecvuniry, But
for glory and distinetion among lus fellows
eitizgans when Le shall return 10 civd hife.
». > war with Mex co has demonsiuggied
not enly the abiluy of he gnu:ume‘lm
Ofgam'Ie 2 pumMmerods army upon a su n
{eall, Lut also to provide it with all the mu-
j nilons and necessary supplies with des.
| pateh, convenience, and ease, and o direet
| 1is operations with elficiencey. I'he sirengih
{of wur wsutuions bas not only been Jis-
plaved in 1he valor and skill of our troops
engaged in asuve service in the field, but
m e orgacization of Fxeculive
branches wlieh were charged wnh e
general direction and conduet of the war.
While 100 great praise caunnot be best iwed

thinse

' ]
army. Our exended co ge w3s No-
where interrupied; and ﬁm@mnn,

(rom the evils of war, 1he my 15 In-
debied o the navy. - |
ligh praise is due to the officers of the
several executive bureaus, navy yards, and
stations connecied ‘with the service, sll un-

der the immediate direction of the Secreta- |
fy of ihe Nary, for the industry, foresigit, |

sod energy with which everyihing was di- |

reeted and furnished 1o give efficiency o |

thbai branch of the service. ‘I'he same vig-

ilunce existed in dicecting the operations of |
| the navy, as of the sriny.

Fhere was s
coneert uf action and of purpose belween
the heads of the two arms of the service.
By the orders which were from time o
tme issued, vur vessels of war on the Pa

cific and the Gulf of Mexico were sta-

' sioned in proper time and in proper posi
boas to cu operate efficiently with the ar

my.

|

By tlus weans their combined pow-
er was brought o bear successiully on the

| enemy.

upon the officers and men who |'..ug b our |
|
.nne:l and brought 1o Light by this war, will

batles, 1t would be unjust 10 withhsld from
those ollicers necessanly stationed at home, |
whe were charged willi the duty of for-
nishing the army, in proper ume, and at

T'he great resuhs which have been devel-

be of immessursble imporiares in the future
pmgnsa ufo-ur country.  ‘Fhey will tend
| powerlully 10 preserve us from foreign

proper places, with sll the muniuions of | colhisions, and to enable us to pursue un-

war and other =up to
make 11 « fliciens,
which they are

to thus elass of our

|rllt_‘$ L 14
e
entitled.

nccessary
commendal 0

Vie credit due
vfficers 1s grealer,
when 1118 considered that no army 1 an-
cientor modern times was ever better ap-
pointed or provided than ourarmy in VMex.
Operating in enemy’s eountry,
thousand mikes from 1he seat

“l(l

eo. an
removed 1wo
ol the [eders]l pgovernment,
corps sprialdover a vast extent of territary,
houdreds and even thousands of giles apart
frowm each oviher, notliing short of the un-
wnng wigilance and esiraordinary energy
uf these ollicers could have enabled tuem
o provide the srmy atall poins, and in
proper season, with all that was required
for the mosy ellicient service,

It 1s but ®n act of justice 1o declare, that
the officers 1n charge of the several execus

' ive busesus, all under ithe 1Immediale eve

and supervision ol the Secretary of \) ar,
performed theer respeciive dutie« with abil-
ny, encrgy, apd dthiciency: They have
reaped less uflhu glur}‘ of the war, not
tls n batle, than their companivis
arme ; but without their forccasy, efherent
aid, sand co-operation, the fieid
would noi with the
posscssed ol aclueving
tus themselves »nid therir conntry the uauly-
ding Lanors thev have waon for both.

lthuse In
have been provided

ample weans they

considered, i1
may cesse o be a mater ol 8o much amage-
meni abroad how 1t happened that our nos
bie army 1in Mexico,
leers, were viciorious upon every batiles
beld, bLowever learful the odls agains
theme.

When all these [acis are

regulars and volun-

‘The war with Mexico has thes felly de-
veloped \he capacity of republican govern-
ments 1o prosecute succes:fully a jusi and
with aill (he wigar
usually aun hated to more arbi rary formns

necessary foarens un wWar

{ imerruptealy

o |}

vur chenshed

policy

| ces with none.”’

|

‘- '”J-. position among

Uccupymg, as we du, a more command-
nitions thanr at any

Mormer period, our dusies and ows rasponsi-

s Jifferem

| mia have been acquired by ireatry.

| session, and whieh s herewrth transmitted,
| contains one mHlion one hundred and nine- |
i 1y-three thousand and

| million five nundred and fifiy-nine

iquuitlnn.

..rguummem It bas been usaal for writers

on public law o 1mpute to republics a wan ! California,
j | thousand five hundred and ninely eight

| square miles, or five hundred and. forty-

ol tha nuHy, concentranon of purpose,
vigor ol are ;Bﬂu-rn
admitied to be loug to monarchical
istoralie forws; .uld this leawre of popular |
government has been supposed 10 display |
itsell more paracularly 1o the war carned
or M an enemy's territury.  'he war with
Grest Bratam, m 1812, was 10 a great ex.
tent coufived within our own lunus, and
shed but hivde Lighs on this subject.  Buid
the war which we have just clused by an
hunorable peace, cvinces beyond all doubt
ithat a popular represeniative governmenl
is equal 1 any emergency whicih s hikely
10 are in the allurs of a nanon,

The war with  Mexico has developed
inosl sirikingly and couspicuously anoiher
Itis, that wuh- |
or danger o

aht

exccuon, which

I)J

a'l‘l

oul coxt 1o the government
sociely of freemen, available in a just and

of iwo millions ol armed ciuze n=soldiers,
such as fought the baules of Mexico.

But our military sirengih does not con
wist alone 10 our capacity for extended and
The navy
Is an imporlant ara of the nationa! defence.
Il the services ol the navy were not so bril-
liant a8 those of the army in- the lale war
with Mexieo, it was because they had no
enemy v mreel on thewr own element.
Wiile the army had opportunity of per~
foreing more conspicuous service, the
navy largely varucipated 1n the conducs
|of the war. Both brac.ches of 1he service
!pﬂfnrmt.J their whole duty 1o the coeniry.
' Forabe able and gallant services of the ol-
ficers and men of the navy—acting inde~
pendently as weil a¢ in eo-operation with
our irvops—in the conquest of the \alifor-
nias, the capiure of Vera Cruz, and the

posinons on the Guil and Pacific “coasts,
the highest prase is due.  T'heir vigilonee,
encrg®e and skill rendered the most effec-
1ive gervice in excluding muniuons of war
from whe enemy, while they secured a sale

]

| dred'and twenly seres; being an addition

i

| whole exient of seacoast on the Pacific one
| mecessary war, virivally a sianding army |

{ This is she extent of the seacosst of the|
serzire snd ocrgpaimn of oither impuilant

when we cousider
which have been
territorial  posséssions,

the more obvious
vast additions
made to our

{ their great imporiance and value,

Within less than four years the annexation
of Texas w the Uninn has been consum-~

ritory south of the forty-ninth degree, north
latitude, being all that was insisted on by
any of my predecessors, has been aljus-
ted; and New Mexico and Upper Cailor:
The
area ol the several 'l'erritories, according
10 a report carefully prepared by the Com-
mussioner of the General Land Cflice from |
1he most authentic 1formation in s pos-

sixly-one square
miles, or seven hundred and sixty three
thous-
and and furty acres; while the area of the |
the remaining twenily nine Siales, and Ihe'
‘erritory not yet organized into Siates east
of the Rocky mountains, contains two |
million 6y nioe thousand five hundred |
and thirleen square miles, or th:rteen hun-
dred and erglieen million ene hundred and
iwen'y six thovssnd and filiy-cight acres
These esinmwates show thay the territories
recently acquired, and over which vur ex-
clusive jurisdicuion and dominion have
been exlvuded. constitule a cuunlr_v more
than halfas lauge as all that which was

of |
“peace wiub all nauons, emangling ailian- |
| The salwbrity ol climate,
- soil, pecul arly adapted o t'.e production
| of some
! ties, and her commercial advaniages, must

' Likves 1 ourselves and ro pusterity are | soon make hir oneuf the most populouws

| correspondingly increased.  This will be |
the |
reccutly |

and |

|

mazed; all confliciing uile 1 the Uregon 1'er- | and conuecting terrilory between our set-

| the Pacific, and embracing the only safe and

held by the Unitzd Siates before the ac-
If Oregon be excluded [rom
ihe estimuie, there will snll remain wiithin
the limns of T'exas, New Mexico, and
eight hundred and fify one

five willion twelve thousand szven hua-

| equal 1o more than one third of all the ter-

ritory owned by the United States beflore
their acquisition; and, including Oregon,
nearly as grest an extent of territory as the
whole of Evrope, Russia only excepted.
T'he Mississippi, solaiely the [ronner of our
counity, is now only i1s centre. With the
addiion of the Jate arquisivions, the Uni-
ted States are now estunated by the super-
intendent of the coast survey, in the ae
companying report, that the extent of the
seacoast of Texas on the Gulf of Mexieo
is upwards of fonr hundred miles; of the
coasl ef Upper California, on the Pacific,
of nine Liundred asd seventy miles; and of
Oregon, including the Siraits of Fuca, of
8ix hundred and fifiy wmiles; making the

thousand six hundred and twenty miles,
and the whole extent on both the Pacific
and the Gull of Mexico twa thousand and
tweniy miles. The length of the coast of
the Ailantic from the norihera limits of the
United States, arpund 1he Capes of Florida |

Texas, is esvima:ed 1o be three thousand
one hundred miles; 8o that the addition of
seacoast, including Oregon, is very nearly
two-thizds as great as all .we possessed |

ton of one thousand three hundred and
| seventy miles; being nearly equal 10 one
kalf of the exient of coast which we pos-
eessed before these acquisitions.  We
bave now three great mar. wume fronts—on
the Atlaatie, the Gulf of Mexico. and the
Pacifie—making in the whole an exten:
of seacoast exceading five thousand miles.

United Siates, notincluding bays, sounds,’
and small irregslarities of the- main shore,
and of (e eea islands. - If these be inclu-
ded, the length of the share line of coast,
as eslimated by the stiperintendent of the

tn the Sabine, on the eastern boundary on |

j | t to the War Depart-
belure; and excluding Oregon, is an addi- | on the subject. His repor pa

It wauld be difficult o ca!culam the val- f
ue of these unmense additiona 12 our terri
toria] possessions. ‘Texas,lying. coutigu-,
ous 10 the western boundary. of Louisians
na, embracing within its limits a part of the
navigible tributary waters of the Mississip-
o1, sud an exiensire seacoast, could not
long have remained in the hands of a [for-
eign power without endangering the peace |
of our sopihwesiern froutier. . llerproducis
in the vicinity of the tributuries of the Bhs-
sissippi must have sovght a market ihropgh
these sireams, ruaning inia and ;

pears, ah\ mme >
quicksilver are fmnd in ¢
guld region, _Ong B then
ed, and 13 beleived hW
ductive in the world.

The cificts prodpeeg
these rieh mineral dego
which has ,nWGlU, W #
have resorted to th proda
pnsmg cl:ﬁl{e n l .

,ﬁi(v

owr territory; and the danger of umiﬁ-

and” collision of interesis belween “Fexas
ss-a forcign State and ourselvé¥  would
have been imminent, while the embarrass-
ment in the comumercial intercourse be-
tween théem must have been consiant and
unavotdable, llad Texas fallen inta. the
hands, or under the influence and control of
u strong maritime or military foreign pow-
er, as she might have done, these dangers
would have been still greater. They have
been avoided by her voluniary #nd peace-
ful annexauon to the United States. Tex-
as, from her position, was a natural and
almost indispensable part of our tenito-
ries. Forwnately, she has been restored
t our country, and now ‘consitutes one
of the States of our coafederacy, *‘upon
an equal footing with the original States.”
the ferulny of

of our most valuable commodi=

States. _

New Mexico, though situated in the ins
terior without a seacuast, 1s known to cons
tain much fertile fand, to abound 1n rich
mines of the preeious me als, and to be ca-
pable uf sastaining a large population.
From its position, it is the interinediate

Uements and our possessions in Texas, and
thpse on the Pacifie coast,

Upper California, irrespective of the vast
niineral wealth recently developed thele, holds
at this day, in point of value and importance
to the rest of the Union, the same relation that
Louisiana did, when that fine territory was
acquired from France forty-five years ago.
E xtending nearly ten degrees of latitude atung |

commodiovs harbors on that coast for many
hundred miles, with a temperate climate, and}
an extensive interior of fertile lands, it is
scarcely possible to estimate its wealth until
it shall be brought under the government of
our laws, and its resources fully developed.—
From il3 position, it must command the rich
commerce of China,of Asia,of the islands of
the Pacific, of. western Meaico, of Uentral
A merica the South American States, and of
che Russian possessions bordering on that
ocean. A great emporium will donbtless spee-
dily arise on the alifornia coast, which may
be destined 10 1ival in importence New Or-
leans itself. The depot of the vast commerce:
which must exist on the Pacific will probably
be at some poiat on the bay of San Francieco,
and will occupy the same relation tothe whole
western coast of that ocean,as New Orleans
does to the valley of the Mississippi and the
gult of Mexico. To this depot our numerous
whale slitps will resort with their cargoes, to
trade, refit, ond obtain supplies. This of itself
will largely contribu'e to build wp a city,
which would soon become the centre of a great
and rapidly increasing commerce. Siluated
on a safe and commodious harbor, sufficiently
capacious for all the navies as well as the. ma-
rine of the world, and convenient to ecxzcellent
tinber for ship building, owned by the United
States, it must become our greal wesltern na-
val dopot.

It was known that mines of the precious me-
tals existed to a considerable extent in Cali-
ornia at the time of its acquisition. Recent
discoveries render it probable that these mines
are more extensive and valuable than was an-
ticipated. The accountsof the abupdance -of
go'd in that territory are of suci, extraordine-
ry characler as would searcely comuand belie!
were they not corroborated by the autlientic
reportsof officers in the ;iubiic service, who
have visited the mineral district and derived
the facts whichthey detail from personal oh,
servation. Reluctant to credit the repertsip |
general circulztion as to the quantity of goild, r
the officer commanding our forces in - Ualifor-
nia visited the mineral district'in July last;"for
the purpose of obtaining “accurate information

ment of the result of the examination, and the
facts obtained on the epot, is herewith laid be.
fore Congress. When he visited the country
there were about four thousand persons engs-
ged in collecting gold. There is every reason
1o believe that the number of persons so em-

pioyed has since been angmented. The ex- |

plorations already made warraot the beliet
that the supply is very large, and 1hat.gold is
found =t varioes places iu an exiengive hrwl
of country,

“ue

uﬁzi

vy and other sources, though not so full and

coasi gurvey, n his report, would be thir-

entrance for abundant supplies for our vwn

ty-three whgasand and sixiy-ihree miles.

minute, confirm the acfounts of -the comman-

Information _fmnvedtumw the na- "

the country iu?hgone 0 the’
Ships lu'iﬂ on the coast ar

therr crews, and their’ w;ih
want of sailora, Our :
there enterlaing aj
‘cannot be Ilcpt in r? '
large increase of pay. ~Degértior
mand have become freq&elﬁ 'iiﬂ'
mends that those wbo shall ithe
strong tempumn, and nulh' tal,
be rewarded. '

This abqndmce of gold. (
ing pursuit of it have hiready ca
fornia an unprecédeawd«rmh’
the necessaries of life. v ¥0R §

That we may more: q:ednl,l
ourselves of the andevelcpl
mines, it isdecemed of vast ir ‘
branch of "the mmt Of_tlln-..u
authorized to be"established, at
session, in Californiass
ad\anlnge! whitt wdiﬂd
establishment would” Be
gold' to its ‘par value" i
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