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it was supposed to be the most exposed.  secure to the citizens of the glayeholding
Politics, Edwcation, Agriculture, Domestic and They go futher, and incorporate i, as an  Stafes the complete right and title of own-

!m[--rianl a‘lt‘hn‘llf. i 'It‘fl‘r\lliﬂilig the rela- t'l‘hllip

burden they shoald bear in layiug capitation | held in servitude.”
It
at the time, that, without themn the consti-
tution would nat have been adopted by the

| and direet taxes was well

swthern State - nlhl. of COourse, thiat Ilu'\'

Fevnstituted elowents so esstniial

tem that it never would have existedwithout that it

them. The northern States,” knowing all without the adoption of which the Union

thiz, ratified the constitution, therehy I'I*“l,ﬁ-" would not have been formed. Its true de.

ing their faith, in the wost solemn wanner, sign was to guard against the doctrines and

e ""”." o "l“l'l"'t them How that raiﬂl priﬂvi'nlt's pn‘\'a_nl('lll’ in the nun-h]un-hu]diug

has been kept and that pledge redeemed | States, by preventing thew from intermed-
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we shall next prosecd to show ling with, or restricting, or abolishing the
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tance, the South had no cause to complain “ The

Again.

. : in their slaves, as property, in every
tive weight of the several States in the | State of the Union, into which they might
government of the UUnion, and the respective escape from the State wherein th;\' were
“ The full recognition of
understood | this right and title was indispensable to the
security of this species of property in all
the slaveholding States, and indeed, was so
vital to the preservation of their interests
to the sys | and institutions, that it cannot be doubted
constituted a fundamental article,

|Julso without resistance or disapprobation
That to entice a slave, | What gives a deeper shade to the whole
by whatever artifice, to abscond is | affair i

. y to abx from his | affair is the fact, that one of the means tq
owner into a non-slaveholding State, with | effect their object, that of exciting discon-
the intention te place him beyond the reach | tent among our slaves, tends dircetly to sub-
af the provision or prevent his recovery, by | vert what its preamble deelares to be one of

concealment or olhen\'m‘, 15 as completely | the ends for which the constitution was or-

regl.lgnant to it ad its open violation would | ained and established —*to jrisure domestic.
h(',' 1§ too clear to admit of doubt or to re- tranquillity”—and that in the only way in
quire illustration. And yet, as repugnant | which domestie tranquillity is likely ever to
as these combinations are to the true intent | be distarbed in the South. Certain it is,
of the provision, it is believed that, with | that an agitation so systematie—having

tlte above exception, not one of the States | such an object in view, and sought to be
within whose limits they exist has adopted

of the provision.

!rmrriul into execution by such means—

government of the northrestei"n territory,
should be applied to all the territory aoquie-

the treaty of Louisiana lying north of 36
20, except the portion lying in the State of
Missouri. The northern members embraged
it; and although not originating with them,
adopted! it as their own, It was foreed
through C(Congress by the almost united
votes of the North, against a minority ‘con-

sisting almost entirely of members from the

southern. States. :

Such was the termination of this, the first

conflict, under the constitution, between the

any measures to suppress them, or to punish | would, between independent nations, eonsti-

those by whose agency the object for which | tute Jjust eause of remonstrance by the party
they were formed is carvied into exeention. against which the aggres<ion was directe(i.
Un the contrary, they have looked on and and, if not heeded, an appeal to arms for re-
witnessed with indifferenee, if not with se- | dress. Such being the case where an ag-

eret approbation, a great number of slaves gression of the kind takes place among in-
enticed from their owners and placed beyond dependent nations, how much more aggra-

two sections, in reference to slavery in con-
nexion with the territories. Many hailed
it as a permanent and final adjustment that

would prevent the recurrence of similar con-
flicts ; but others, less sanguine, took the
opposite and more gloomy view, regarding
it as the precursor of a train of events which

Jror o the Year I1%19—a year, it is to be

and o moderate term,

clause was therefore (-f,

the possibility of recovery, to the great an- | vated must it be between confederated States,

h Hand-Bills,
| Seadeo- Filke,
M& Tabels,
" Blank Deeds, And all kinds of

Covsry, and Scmnsom Covey, and M-
stpamhs and Coxsrances’ Blaxks
———————

| boinging with them many, and great, and

the last importance to the safety and seeuri-
frared, destined to mark a train of events, ty of the southern States, and could not be
surrendered by them without endangering

fatal disasters, on the country and its insti- | their whols property in slaves:

. The clause
tutions

was accordingly adopted in the constitution |
by the unanimous consent of the frauners ufl

With nt commenced the agitalill;:

debate on the question of the sdmission of

Miswur jato the I nion We shall pas

Junynm?o and heavy pecuniary loss of the | where the Union precludes an appeal to
J[xmjvrmg southern States. arms, while it affords a medium through

which it can operate with vastly increased
force and effect? That it would bz perver-
ted to such a use, never entered into the
imagination of the generation which formed

| When we take into consideration the |
great importance of this provision, the ab-

sence of all uncertainty as to its true mean-

ing and intent, the many guards by which

might rend the Union asunder, and pros
trate our political system. One of these

was the experienced and sagacious Jefferson.
Thus far time would seem to favor his fore-
bodings. May a returning semse of justice,
and a protecting Providence, avert their
final fulfilment. gl

Poltttcal. by for the present this q
nf Iih QL L”’ i. l]lrl ":I\ gr .“.i“’, ont l'f !f
“f .“‘m and shall procved 1o (‘u;;.i.l,.r ”u... s
& Seaibern m In Cemgress W Iheir chat spinit of discon), which it n
(oualilnegis

tweoen the two sections

qrf
wsed ap be-
It first disclosed it-

S it—a proof at once of its intrinsic and prac-

juestion, and others | tical necessity.”

’ Again.  “The clause manifestly contem-
plates the existence of a positive unqualified
right on the part of the ower of the slave,

which no State law or regulation ean in any

it is surrounded to protect and enfurce it,
/:md then reflect how completely the object
F’ for which it was inserted in the constitution
| is defeated by these two-fold infractions, we
| doubt, taking all together, whether a more

and adopted the constitution ; and, if it had
been supposed it would, it i ain that the
South never would have adépted it.

We now return to the (.ycstiun of the
admission of Mssouri into the Union, and

shall progeed to give a brief sketch of the

We, whose sames are hersunto annexed, self in the N ili
. " North, by hostility to that por -

% . : v . $ * | way regulate, trol, restrain.”’
*” in discharge of wha Wo, lntsews | Bom of the constitution which provides for | :I'he np?n:'onﬂ‘::fnlh;!l:::::‘}: k-arne(,nr !im'“:iw
“‘ 8 ad-mo dl‘,. on the most l.umul | the -lr']i\'rrin;: up of fu was not less emphati .. ut tl y -

Sous deration p c as to the 1mportance

gitive slaves.  In its

progres it led to the adoption of hostile acts

Waallnde to the conflict botwoen the two | intended 1o rend rit
| i 0 er it of non-effect, and with | pigl 3 i
- ' , ' ght of the South under it. Judge Bald-
Preet ssstions of the _l mon, M_“ ant | 20 moch succcss that it may be regarded | win, in charging the Jur: said - “g;f there
of & dillesence of feeling and opimion in | now as practically expunged fran  the eon- . o ;

are any rights of property which can be en—,j
foreed ; if obe citizen have any rights of |
property which are inviolable under the
' protection of the supreme law of the State, |

. the relagion existing between | stituticn.  How this has been effectod will
thodpagnoes, the Barepesa and African, be mext expluined.
whah mbhaiar the southern soctiom, awd After a careful examination, truth oon-
hetiteof agzresion an-l cocrvachment 0 | “trains us to say, that it has been by a clear
whaoh ot b bed and palpable evasion of the coustitution
The conflict commeneed not long after It i dnponsible for any provision to :
= schnowlodpuent of our mdog-ndence.

amdd the Union, they are those which have |
| been set at nought by some of these dofen- |

: . be more | dants.  As the owner of property, which
free from ambiguity or deubt. _Jt is iu the '

b , Fre— SO ; na | he had a perfect right to possess, teet,
‘:--“ '“"'MH‘Q&'W%&W‘I I | enivh e kg cof b P.: 2

+used is strong, but it is not less true than

of this provision and the unquestionable |

Fﬂ.'lg;rlnt brecach of faith is to be found on

| record. oceurrence connected with it, and the con-

We know the language we have

For many years the subject of slavery in

reference to the territories cedsed to agitute

nected with the question of annexing Texas
showed clearly that it was ready to bresk
out again, with redoubled violence, on sorme
future occasion. The difference in the ease

sequences to which it has directly led. In
the latter part of 1819, the then territory of
Missouri applied to Congress, in the usual
form, for leave to form a State constitution
and government, in order to be admitted into
but which, instead of striking at an express | the Union. A bill was reported for the
and specific provision of the constitution, | purpose, with the usual provision in such
aims directly at destroying the relation be- | cases. Amendments wére offered, having
tween the two races at the south, by means | for their object to make it a condition of
subversive in their tendeney of one of the | her admission, that her constitution should
ends for which the constitution was estab- | have a provision to prohibit slavery. This
lished. We refer to the systematic agita- | brought on the agitating debate which, with
tion of the question by the abolitionists ; | the effects that followed, has done so much

st rong.

There remains to be noticed another class
of aggressive acts of a kindred character,

-

the Soth on ‘this teoet vitsl subject. In | theroof, esgapiug into another State, shall, | of ¢itizens of any other State—NMr. Johnson
the.grogress  of this cvaflict, aggrosson has | 0 culsoquonee of any law or regulations | stands before you on ground which caonot |
Sollomed . aggresion, and epcronclument, en- | thervin, be discharged from such service or | be taken from under him—it is the same
ereschament, until they have reached o point | labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of | groumd on which the government itself Ix

based.

e : PU- VU P W= : =
objected to the amendments rested their op-

intention is to bring about a state of things _ ¢
that will force emancipation on the South. | position on the high grounds of the right of

To umite the North in fixed hostility to | self-government. They claimed that a ter-
slavery in the South, and to excite discon- | ritory, having reached the period when it is
tent among the slaves with their comdition, | proper for it to form a constitution sand

of Texas was adjusted by extending 'the
Missouri compromise line of 36 80, from its
terminus, ‘on the -western boundary of the
Louisana purchase, to the western boundary
of Texas. The agitation agsin cepsed for a
short period. 3

The war with Mexico soon followed, and
that terminated in the acquisition of New
Mexico and Upper California, embracing an
arca equal to about one-half of the "éntire
valley of the Mississippi. If to this we add

the portion of Oregon acknowledged to be
ours Dy lic TCORTIT TEATy Wrem xsegmmcrsy 091

extet but little less’

3 than that vast valley.
The near prospect of 80 an addition re-
kindled the excitement between iie North
and South in reference to slavery in its con--

nexion with the territories, which has be-

~ > I'IF‘ fe Tuar jeacs and -"('_5 | the ;urf_‘- to whom such service or labor | If the defendants can bejnﬁﬁﬁﬂl, |
will act germit us o pemmin Jonger silent. Ty be duc”™ All is clear. There is not
T oe * of this sddress = to pive you | an upocrtaun or a‘\li‘li\”('l'l] word to be fourd |
& «aisasysamventy. but ‘beicf account of the | in the whaole provision.  What shall not be
whole saptoerof aggtoncon and encractan nts done, and what shall be done, are fully and
oa yvar #.* with » ststement of the | explicitly sct forth. The furmer provides
denges 0 which they expose you. Uur that the fagitive slave shall not be
objert in mmking it is not o cause excite- charged from his scrvitude by any law or
stenty-bat o put you in full possession regulation of the State wherein he is found ;
of ol the fasts and crrcamstances Deecssary and the latter, that he shall be dn.-lj.\rrul‘
s fall apd just sonception of 8 deepseated | 4P 08 claim of his owner.
h. whieh threatens groat danger 1o | We do not decm it necessary
you andabe whole body pelitic. We aet take to refute the sophistry and subterfuges
o ihe mpression, that i & popular govern- !
Sedt e ours, a tree gounccption of the | tabion
charsgper and stute of & disense » mdispen- annulled it £
aubie o offceting 3 cure of the constitutional ecompact, and of course
Wehave made it a joint sddress, hecanse
we baliove that the magmitade of the sab- | is binding el
” N-‘] that it shoudd as<umme the | gotermments, the States and the ndividual«
gt impressive and wilemn fon The sacred obligation of
Not w go farther back, the differcnce
ofepision wnd feoling in reference to  the | Supreme law,
seltion Detweon the two mees disclosed | e, both federal and Ftate,
H in the eawmvention that framed the oath to support, all unite to enforce its
oonstitation, and comstituted one of the
g—abes dillhculties ine it~ After | true inteut.
many off et ‘h:, :,::‘}t}- a compro- | &7, there was no diversity of opinion in the
*‘ which provided, in the first place, that | better days of the republic, prior to 1X¥19
Peprescatatiies and direet taxes shall be | Congress, State legislatures, State and  fed-
! w among the States according to

dis

by which so plain a provision of the consti-
It comnstitutes an essential part

of the <upreme law, of the land

e =iy them

lhlﬁng that !u'r'iul none inu'rp-uw!

" peieimg the aumber of each_ five slaves shall | on it
. b bé @timated = three.  In the next, that mmpediments in the way of the owner q-t“k-
"Y. slves esmping ioto Btates where slavery ing to recover his fagitive slave; nor did
dost ot exist, shall not be discharged from | an¥ deny his right to have every proper
servitode bt q be delivered up on facility to enforeq his claim to have him de-
chaim of the party o whom their labor or | livered up. It was then nearly as easy to
svies ¥ due.’ In e third place, that | recover one found in & northern State, as
Ougress shall not ‘prokibit the importation | one found in a neighboring southern State.
of daves before the vear 1S08: bat » tax ' But this has passed away, and the provision

PO atreeding ton dollars may be imposed | is defunct, except perhaps in two States.*
_ And Smally, that o | When we take into consideration the im-

or direet tax shall be Iaid, but | portance and clearness of this provision, the
o feders]l pumbers; and that | evasion by which it has been set aside may
fhe ponstitution, prior to | faicly be regarded: as cue of the most fatal

-

| on the right of property in slaves.

glunly rewpostive number . and that, in ascer- spontancously placed the same interpretation |

we have o lenger law or goverment.”” ' A-
gain, after referring more particularly to the
provision for delivering up fugitive slaves,
he said: © Thus you see, that the founda-
tioms of the government are laid, and rest
The |
whole strueture must fall by disturbing the

comer-stone.”
These are grave, and solemn, and admon-

| itory words, from a high source. They con- | Congress resorted t5, and directed to that
to under- | firm all for which the South has ever con- | single point, regardless of truth or decency;

temded; as to the clearness, importance,
and fundamental charaeter of this provision,

has béen ovaded, and, in effeet, . nd the disastrous consequences which would | jeet of abolition in Congress, and the em-

_inevitably follow from its yiolation. Butin
spiteof these solemn wardings, the violations

As such  ghich then commenced, and which they were | agitation, and the use of these means, have
om all the foderal and State | tended to rebuke, has been fully and per- been continued, with more or less activity,

foctly consummated. The citizens of the
South, in their attempt to rcoover their

compact, and the wlemn injunction of the [laves, now meet, instead of aid and co-oper- | We regard both object and means to ; :
which legislators and judg- ,iion, resistamee in every form : resistance | aggressive and dangerous to the rights of | amendment, and the North opposed to it
are bound by  from hestile acts of legislation, intended to | the South, and subversive, as stated,. of one || without it. The debate and agitation con-
ful- | bafile and defeat their claims by all sorts of | of the ends for which the constitution was | tinued until the session was well advanced ;
flment, according to its plain meaning and | jovices, and by interposing every description Iestablinhed. -
What that meaning and intent | ,f jmpediment—resistance from judges and tion. It belongs to the States, each for it-
finally, when all these fail, | self, to decide whether it shall be establish- | resolved in their opposition to the proposed
composed of whites and blacks, | ed or not; if it be established, whether it | condition, and that they would certainly re-

magi.-ctn:oev—-ind
| from mobs,
" which, by threats or force, rescue the fagi-

eral judges and magistrates, and people, all | (ico Jave from the possession of his rightful | clear and unquestionable right of the States,
The attempt to recover a slave, in |

OwWner,

| most of the northern States, cannot now be ,
made without the hazard of insult, heavy pe- |

cuniary less, imprisonment, and even of life
| itself. Alrcady has a worthy citizen of
| Maryland® lost his life in making an at-
tempt to enforce his claim to a fugitive slave

' under this provision.
But a provision of the comstitution may
be violated indirectly as well as directly,
' by doing an act in its nature inconsistent
| with that which is enjoined to be dome. Of
this form of violation there is a stnking in-
| stance eonnected with the provision under
!mnsidemiug. We allude to secret com-

are among the means employed to effect it. |
With a view to bring about the former, ev- |
ery means are resorted to in order to render |
the South, and the relation between the two
races there, odious and hateful to the North.
For this purpose societies and newspapers
are every where established, debating clubs |
opened, lecturers employed, pamphlets and |
other publications, pictures and petitions to

while the eireulation of incendiary publica-
tions in the South, the agitation of the sub-

ployment of emissaries, are relied on to ex-
cite discontent among the slaves. This

Yor a series of years, not without doing
much towards effecting the objeet intended.
be

Slavery is a domestic institu-\

<hould be abolished or not. Such being the |

|
it follows necessarily that it would be a fla-
| grant act of aggression on a State, destruc-
tive of its rights, and subversive of its inde-
pendence, for the federal government, or
one or more States, or their people, to un-
dertake to force on it the emancipation of
its slaves. But it is a sound maxim in poli-
tics, as well as law and morals, that no one
has a right to do that indireetly which he

with equal truth, to aid, or abet, or counten-
ance another in doing it. And yet the

their intention, and resorting to the most
efficient means for the purpose, have been

cannot do directly, and it may be addcdi

|

abolitionists of the North, openly avowing | were great, and, under the circumstances,
t fearful questions—too fearful to be met by

government for itself, becomes fully vested
with all the rights of self-government ; and
that even the condition imposed on it by
the Federal constitution, relates not to the
formation of its constitution and govern-
ment, but its admission into the. Union.
For that purpose, it provides as a condition,
that the government must be republican.
They claimed that Congress has no right
to add to this condition, and that to assume
it would be tantamount to the assumption
of the right to make its entjre constitution
and govermment ; as no limitation could be
imposed, as to the extent of the right, if it
be adiitted that it exists all. Those who
supported the amendment denied these
grounds, and claimed the right of Congress
to impose, at discretion, what conditions it
pleased. In this agitating debate, the two
scctions stood arrayed against each other;
the South in favor of the bill . without

but it became apparent towards its close,
that the people of Missouri were fixed and

jeet it, and adopt a constitution without it,
should the bill pass with the condition.
Such being the case, it required no great ef-
fort of mind to perceive, that Missouri once
in possessson of a constitution and govern-
ment, not simply on paper, but, with legis-
lators elected, and officers appointed, to car-
ry them into effect, the grave questions
would be presented whether she was of
right a State or Territory; and, if the latter,
whether Congress had the right, and, if the
right, the power, to abrogate her constitu-
tion, disperse her legislature, and to remand
her back to the territorial eondition. These

! those who had raised the agitation. From

blows ever received by the South and the | i vine which are believed to exist in
Union. This cannot be more concisely and | 00 o of the northern States, whose objeet
corvectly stated thin it has beem by two of | i, cntige, decoy, entrap, inveigle, and
the lesrmed judges of the Supreme Court of | L j..c saves to cscape from their owners,
the United States.  In one of his decisionst | . 4 1o pass them secretly and rapidly, by

=== | means organized for the purpese, into Can-

gy . e

e ————

* Jndisnne snd Nlinois.

attempting to bring about a state of things | that time the only question was how to es-
to force the southern States to emancipate | cape from the difficulty. Fortunately, &
their slaves, without any act on the part of | means was afforded. A compromise (as it
any northern State to arrest or suppress the | was called) was offered, based on the terms,.
means by which they propose to accomplish | that the North should cease to oppose the
it. They have been permited to pursue | admission of Missouri on the grounds for

come, since those on' the Pacific were acquir-
ed, more universal and intense than ever.
The effects have been to widen the differ-
snce betweem the two sections,” and o
give a more  determined and hostile char-
acter to their conflict. The North no long-
er respects the Missouri compromise: _HIG,’
although adopted by their aliost unanimous
vote. Instead of compromise, they avow
that their determination is to exclude sla-
very from all the Territories of the United
States, acquired or to be acquired; and of
course to prevent the eitizens of the south-
ern States from emigrating with their -prop-
erty in slaves into any of them. Théir ob«
jeet, they allege, is to prevent the extension
of slavery, and ours to extend it,” thus ma-
king the isssue between them and us to- be
the naked question, shall slavery be ex-,
tended or not? We do net deem it nee-
essiry, looking to the objeet of this address, -
to examine the question so fully discussed
at the last session, whether Congress hasthe
right to exclude the citizens of the South:
from immigrating with their property into
territories belonging to the confederated
States of the Union. What we propose in
this connexion is, to make a few remarks on
what the North alleges, erroneously to be
the issue between us and them. Y

So far from maintaining *the doetrine
which the issue implies, we hold that the
federal government has no right to extend
or restrict slavery, no more than to. estqb-
Nish or abolish it: nor has it any right what-
ever to distinguish between the domestic
institutions of one State or section and an-
other, in order to_favor the ome, and dis-
courage the pther. = As the federal = repre-
sentatives of eachand all the States, it is
bound to deal out, within the sphere of its
powers, equal and exact justice and favor to
all.  To act étherwise, to undertake to dis-
criminate between the domestic institutions
of one and amother, would be to act in_total .
subversion of theend for. which it was estab-
lished—to bp the common protector and
guardian of all, Entertaining these opin-
ions, we ask not, as the North slleges we do,
for the extension of slavery.' That would
make a diserimination in our favor as unjust
and jtutional as the discimination

+ The cane ‘J.ﬁnﬂ; n'l'o-ﬂnlnﬂ others.
* Mr. Kennedy of Hagerstown, Maryland,

t The case of Prigg oo the Commonwealth of |
Fennsylvania, '

their objeot, and to yse whateyer means which the South econtended, aud that the
' they please ; if without aid or countenance, | provisions of the ordinance of 1787, for the

they:uﬂcn' <t us in their fayor. It ja

the country. Indications, however, coms '*

i«

ed by the United States from Franecs under



