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STATE CONSTITUT

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS, |

SENATE PROPOSITION.
- 4 . 4 "'
of Ntk

AN ACT to alter the Constitution
Carolina. -

The Geoeral Assembly of North Caroli-
na do enact (three ilths of all the mem-
crs of each House coacarnng.)

That the Constitation of this State be"
altered as follows, te—wit: "
Amend section stx, of the first articl
by siriking ous the first clause therco?.
1own to and inclpding the word “ but;”
this being the clause relating to the State

debt. "

Amend section two of the second article
Ly striking out the word *‘ annually,” and
inserting in liew thereof. the word * bien
nially ;" being in reference to the sessions
of the General Assembly.

Amend section five of *he second article,
by striking out W tuat precedes the
words, #the said- “Senate districts,” and
by striking out the phrase ‘“as aforesaid
or” in} section; the parts so stricken out
ha_mm : to theState census,

a new sectidn to the second article
to be styled “ section 30" and to read as
follows: - “That the members of the Gen
eral Assembly shall each receive three
hundred dollars as & .compensation for
their services duriog their term, subject
to such regulations m regard to time of
payment sud reduction for non-attendaunce
us may be prescribed by law; but, they
ﬁlﬂ“ﬂ sddifional sllowance when
t
-
cach 0D

led together in special session,

shall be ten cents per mile for

"
Amend section one of the third article
by striking out the words * four years”
where they occur first in said section, and
insestiag, in lieu thereof, the words ** two
yoars,” ng in reference to the terms of
executive officers.

Strike out the words ** Superintendent

" of Pablic Works,” wherever they may oc-

cur in the Constitution, thus abolishing
‘Amend section six of the third article,
by out the words * annually,” and
- in_lieu thereot, the word ** bien-
nially ;” 50 as to conform to the provision
respecting the sessions ot thie General As-

sembty.

Bme out sections two and three of the
fourth article, being the provisions which’
refer to the appointment and duties of the
Code Com rs.

Alter section four of the fourth article,
so that said section shall rexd as follows:
“The judiciary power ol the State shall be
vested in & Court for the trial of impeach-
mu.&:wsupume Court, Superior Courts,
such Courts as may be estab-
lished by law, and Courts of Justices of
the Peace.” .

Alter section eight of the fourth article,
so that said section shall read as follows :
“The Wo Court shall consist of .a
Chief J and two Associate Justices;
Provided, That this shall not apply to the
justices during their present term of office,
unless by death, resignation or otherwise,
the number of Associate Justices shall be
reduced to twu.” e

Altcr section lm- Jthe tomsth ar-
ticle =o that sai seclmnofhnll read as fol-
lows: “The State shall be divided into
nine judicisl districts, for each of which a
judge shall be chosen; and in cach dis-
irict a Superior Court shall be hicld at lcast
twice in each year, to continue for such
time in each county respectively as may be
prescribed by law. The General Assembly
shall lay off said districts in due_time, so
that the said nine judges may be chosen
and begin their official term at the first
zeneral election for members of the Gener-
al Assembly which shall occur after the
ratification of this section.”

Strike out section thirteen of the fourth
article, which fixes the present judicial dis-
tricts, ’

Ameand section fourtecn of the fourth ar-
ticle by striking out all after the word
“office,” and igserting, in licu of the part
so stricken out, the words: ‘The General
Assembly shall prescribe a proper system
of rotation for the judges of the Superior
Courts, so that no judge may ride the same
district twice in succession, and the judges
may also exchange districts with each
nther, as may be prescribed by la%.”

Strivie out section fifteen of the fouith
articte, and insert in licu thereof, the fol-
lowing : The General Assembly shall have
vo power to deprive the judicial depart-
ment of any power or jurisdiction which
rightfully pertains to it as a coordinate de-
partment ; but the General Assembly shall
allot and distribute that portiom  of this
power and jurisdiction, which does not
pertain to the Supreme Court, among the
cther courts ibed in this constitution
or which may be established by law, in
such manner as it mztdm best, .:otigle_
tlso a pro system appeals, and regu
late byplase;hen o l'lwmmetho&of
proceeding, in the exercise o r powers,
of all the courts below ibe Su Court, |

so far as the same may be done witBout |

ccnflict with other provisions of the ?un-

stitution.” e 3 B iz 2 Lol
Strike out - section d"‘m‘:; :

nincteen, tw ye and
Amend section twenty six of th

articld'b’ triki: _:..1" i

begins with, snd fe

in said seet -

stricken ﬂ %
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any courts

. tices | g
term as fixed by Ia'
(1 e iy be S by e A
pcetive counties,  The General Assembly '’
may provide for the election of more than
two justices of the peace in those precincts
Which contain cities or towns, or in which
ther special reasons render it expedient.
bhe chief magistrates of cities and incor
Potateq towns shall have the judeial pow-
tIs of justices of the peace.”

; Amend section thirty of the fourth article
VY striking out the word “township” and
‘userling, 1m lien thereof, the word *“‘pre-
®nct.” also in the last sentence of the
‘sme section, strike out the words “the
i-~:1;miﬁéioncrs of the county mAy sappoint
‘o such office for the unexpiréd term,” and
55?111“: thereof insert “sn appointment to
“isuch vacancy for the unexpired term

$0all be made as may be prescribed by
Iaw ™ #
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Tlowh:‘g;n:"l;zethmnt ;

J4odinthis Censtitution, or bein
T Wwihrose puronis dg re

oy ‘-..=,.u "'gep‘ .
by stnking oug ‘vior
pof the ' several countigy”

said sections,

ot Weekiisg the words® “comnty
 eatabiiotes snd vathorised o)

cle, relating to taxation to pay the State
debt and interest.

Insert the word “and” bLefore the word
“surveyor” in section one of the seventeenth
article, qd ‘strike out the words *‘and fiv
commissieners” in said section; also ‘add
to said seetinn the following: “The Gen-
eral Assemibly shall provide for a system of
county gawernment for the several counties
of‘“ »* .

ap iwo of the sewenth ar-
ticle, by sfriking out the word® “‘commise
sioners” »r lam  licu thereof inserting the
words “connty authorities established and
anthorized by law:" and in_the section
strike out thie gvords, “the register of deeds
shall ﬁo clerk of the board of
commi; ! :

e Strike Outﬁ' Now.$hevs - of the . scremiy

wxtiele, thereof insert: the fol='
lishe orized by law shall sce that
the respective countics are divided into a
suitable number of suhdivisions, as com-
pact and convenient in shape as possible,
and marked out by . definite boundaries,
which niay be altered when necessary.—
Said subdivisions shall be known by the
name of precincts. They shall have no
corporate powers. The township govern-
ments are abblished. The boundaries of
the precincts shall be the same as those
which heretofore defined the township un-
til they shall be altered.”

Strike ont sections tour, five, six, ten andl

‘eleven of the Tth article, which relates to
the township system. :

Amend =ections eight and nine of the
seventh urdcle, by striking out the words
“or township™ where they occur in said
sections.

Strike out section three of the ninth ar-
ticle, and in lieu thereof insert the follow
ing: *“ The General Assembly shall make
saitable provision by law for the manage-
ment and regulation of the publie schools,
and for perfecting the systen: of free pub-
lic instruction.”

Strike out section five ot the ninth arti-
cle, and in lieu thereof| insert the follow-
ing: *“The General Assembly shall have
power to provide for the election of Trus-
tees of the University of North Carolina,
in whom, when chosen, shall be vested all
the privileges, rights, franchises and en-
dowments heretofore in any wise granted
to, or conferred upon, the Beard of Trus-
tees of said University: aud the General
Assemily may make such provisions, laws

L and regulations, from time to time, as may
. be necessrry and expedient, for the main-.

tcnance and management of said Uni-
versity.”

Sirike out sections thirteen, fuurteen and
fifteen of the ninth article, relating to the
University of North Carolina. Amend
section ten of the eleventh article by strik-
ing out the words *‘at the charge of the
State,” and in licu thereof, insert the words
“ by the State; and those who do not own
property over apd above the homestead
and personal property exemption prescrib. -
minors
ol i % UTT'IL
and aliove the same, shall be cared for at
the charge of the State.”

Alter scction seven of the fourteenth
article so that said section shall read as
tollows: * No person who shall bold any
office or place »f trust or profit under the
United States, or any department, thercof,
or under this State, or under any other
State or government, shall hold or exercise
any other office or place of trust or profit
under the authority of this Btate, or be
eligible to a seat in cither house of the
General Assembly ; Provided, That noth--
ing herein contained shall extend to offi-
cers in the militia, Justices of the Peace,
Commissioners of Public Charities, or
Commissioners for Special Purposes.”

Add another section to the fourteenth
article to be styled “scction 8,” and to
read as follows: “ County officers, justices
of the peace and other officers whose offi-
ces are abolished or changed in any way
by the salteration of the constitution, shail
continue to exercise their functivns until
any provisions necessary ‘o be made by
law in order to give full effect to the alter-
ations, so far as relates to said officersshall
have been made.”

Renumber the sections in those articles
frem which any section has been stricken
without the insertion of another in its
stead; and give to any new section that
number which by fhis method would have
been given to the section for which it is
substituted, and the ‘aiterations shall be
embodied intp the coastitution, and the
several sections numbered copsecutivgly.

AMENDMENTS TO, THE BILL.

The following are -the Sepate amenil-
ments to the bill as it passed its third read-
ing ;o835 13 PO S M

%st. ‘Ame.ndi.ng the property exemption
from taxation g0 as to includg $300 worth.
of any kind of property.
2d. Amend so as to en
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Tmany frena m differe harte ol
the State, familiar with public eentiment,
have deemed it necessary and proper that
the Central Executive Committee shall
address the people in reference to various
topics of public interest, and ticularly
constitutional reform in this State. The
Central Committee, therefore, feel espe
cially called vpon and instructed to sub-
mit to the people such views and to sug-
gest such measurcs of_reform and relief as,
in their_judgment, are caleulated to pro-
mote concert ot action und the general
welfare of the State.

THE CONVENTION ELECTION.”

The result of the election in August
last, although adverse to the cail of a
Conventionof the pecple, cannot be re-
garded as an expression «f popular appro-

o ..'e.ﬁu't sed:{mn fotr of the fifth srti: *
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(or the résult of that eclectior be
properly claimed as a party success or de-

teat. The issue submitted and passed
u was not & party issue, although great
rts were made by interested persons to

make it such—nor was it so regarded or

eated ,‘tﬁonsa_ nds of demoecrats and
n gdn fves' who voted agninst “Con.
I} veation.”

That election tomed  on colla.
-seral sad i terial issues, t of them
suggested and pressed upon public atten-
great body of the office hold-

convention if called, would turn them
out of office. The office.liolders of the
Btate generally opposed the call; they
nsed miopcy and other appliances to
defeat it. The colored people were made
falsely to Lelieve that a convention would
pri ty
‘abridge their political rights. Thousands
:’Mnd agaiost the call muqc they feared
armed Anterference o authorities of
the federal government and another war—
other thousands voted against it, because
they apprehended some nnfriendly inter-
ro-
vision, while some believed the eall as
made was without the sanction of the
constitution and revolutionary ; «o that, we
repeat, the election turned, nogin favor of
or against any political party, nor upon
k:('-. real tlnul'ixts of the issue submitted to
the people, but upon many collateral con-
sideml‘au.
METHOD OF AMENDMENT SETTLED,

Tle majority against the proposed call
for a Coavention, though comparatively
meagre, settles adversely the proposition
to amend the Constituticn by a Convention
of the people, however proper and desira-
ble that method of amendment may be.
It settles it, because the radical members
of the Legisiature, at the behest of their
party, unamimously refused to vote for the
call of a Convention of the people by the
Legislature. Such a call cannot be made
without: the votes of at least a few of them,
and they and their party thus assume the
grave responsibility of preventing the peo
ple fram amending and reforming their
srganic law,

The only remaining method of amend-
ing the Constitution is by legislative enact-
ment, Although the Constitution operates
oppressively in many respects, and some of
its provisions preciude all hope of general
prosperity while they continue in force,
yet it is manifestly the duty of every good
titizen to seek relief from such evils by
the legislatire mode, however slow and un-
satisfactory, in the present emergency, it
may be. We venture to hope that the
members of the Legislatare will, when
they assemble, at once agree upon this
plan of relief, and we respectfully suggest
that, in the meantime, the people give
prompt aud free expression of their wishes
as to such amendments as they desire, so
that the Leygisiature may be informed of
the popular will, as well as may bLe,in
referesce to constitutional reform.,
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OUR MATERIAL, INDLSTRIAT,
TION AL iSTERE-TS OI'PRE SSED.

-t et e maleriul, industrial and edn

b cational iuterests of the State are in a ca-"

lamitous condition is manifest to the com-
monest observer. There isnow a direful
incubuos upon the state that deadens the
energies of the people and destroys all
reasonable hope of future prosperity.
Every man has the distressing seasc that
he labors and toils in vain !

These evils are not owiog to any lack of
industry and persistent eflort on the part
of the people. Ever since the late war
they have walked assiduously, and -thou-
sands have labored who never labored be-
fore. They have lived economically.—
The soil has generally yiclded good crops
and fair prices have been realized for
themn.  Buat their earnings are gone!—
Where are they?  Their desolated farms
are not restored. The waste places are
not huilt up. The greater namber of the
towns and villages are as decayed as at
the close of the war ; many of them are ina
worse condition. The destroyed manu-
factories, with but few exceptions, have
not been rebuilt. And where, we repeat,
are the earnings of our impoverished peo-
ple? They are swallowed up in oppres-
sive taxation, to support a system of state
government 4essentially expensive, and a
radieal extzav without a paralel

in the history of a free people.

BURDENBOME TAXATION—PUBLIC EXTRAV-
AGANCE.

During the first two years under the
present Constitution, $1,807,580 were col-
lected irom the people, and ecvery dollar
of this vast sum was expended in the ad--
ministration of the State government—
an average of over $000,000 s year!—
about ten times what it cost to adminis-
ter the government before the war! There.
belonged to the School Fund, derived
from the Laad donated by the'

United States, the sum of $122,000. This |

sum was ~invested mostly in “special tax
ds,” sud t-d is virtually lost |

evils'are the legitimate
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party had absolute control of the Conven-
tion that framed the present Constitution,
and like control of the first Legislature
that assembled under it ; and although the
ple were impoverished, this radical
vention and slature increased the
ublic debt from $20,000,000 to near $40,-
&9,000 in less than eighteen months. Of
this £20,000,000, less than 8£500,000 have
gone into the puLlic works or to the benefit
of the people. This party placed in office
a Governor who absolutely suspended the
Coostitution and laws of the State; hear
rested scores of innocent citizens without
warrant or any authority of law; he sus
pended the wgit of Zabeas and
defied the Chief Justice f the State; he

aust Decessity for | execatd:

their parfy pectfhie
lbe public debt to the enormow
sum already stated. This party degraded
and disgraeed the Judiciary by electing
to high judicial stations men shamefully
ignorant #bd corrupt, and others who
have not gerupled to manifest the most
blatant partizan feelings while holding
their offi Thia party have ruined the
i p State—they have biasted the
: ity of the peoplein the
and defiant manner—they
| have madeevery department of the gov.
ernent 4 by -word and reproach, To es-

Aath of these charges we need
e history of the State for
g years and sppeal to the ob
ary intelligent citizen

_ CFION.

This Co | ) this ¥, with
a radical .‘.l-s ' extravagant admin-
istration of  the eral Government,

manifest causes of the suf-
ferings, ty and ruis that crush the
people of ghe State. The Radical party
have broughtapon us all tbese evils, and
there is n@ reliet from them but through
salutary chenges of the Constitution, and
a change of our present rulers for others
who shallibe capable, honest, wise and pa-
triotic.

The pregent coustitution is loose, illogi-
cal, contradictory and absurd in many of
its provisiens, and it were well it it could
be entir re-written; but this is not
practica by the legislative mode of
amendment. Action will be expedited by
amending it in a few very important par-
ticulare, for the present, and leaving gen-
eral amendment to a future time.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS SUGGESTED,

In the judgment of the Executive Com-
mittee, the Constitution should at once bLe
ar:ended in the following particulars:

Section 6 of Article 1 should be so
amended as to strike out all thereof that
provides.the inevioladility o the public
delit.

Section 2 of Arsticle 2 should be so
amended as to provide that the Legisla-
ture shall meet regularly cvery two years,
instéad of every year, and it should be
provided that the members of the Legis-
lature shall receive but $3 per day and
10 centg'mileage, and such pay for no lon-
ger a péeriod than 100 days during their
term of office.

The office of Supcrintendent of Public
Works should be abolished.

Artiele 3, Section 1, should be so amend-
¢d as the Governor and other officers,
therein mentioned, shall ho!d their offices
but twe years, instead of four years, as
now vided.

Se 10 of Article 3 ghould be so
smended as to provide that the Governor
shall momipate the officers therein men-
tioned, by and with the advice and con-
sent the Senatfe, unless olherwise pro-
vIAGU Dy v ;

Article 4 should e sn amended a5 to
strike vut sections 2 and 3, thus abolishing
the Code Commission.

Seection 4, of this article should be strick-
cn out, leaving the Legislature to regn-
late the number and style of Courts. In-
stead of five Supreme Court Judges, and
twelve Superior Court Judges, as now
provided, there should be but three Sa-
preme Court and cight Superior Court
Judges, who shall be elected every eight
years, Sections 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17,
18, 10, 26, 27, 28, 31 and 33 of article 4

make up &

should be strickea out and it should
be provided thar the judicial pow-
ers of the state shall be vested in one Bu-

preme Court and in such Supenor Courts
and inferior Courts as the General Assem-
Lly may establish.

Section 4 of article 5 should be stricken
out, thus striking out the morlgage provi-
sion on all the property of the State for
the interest of the public debt.

Section 6 of article 5, should be so
amended as to cnlarge the class of exemp-
tions g0 as to include ‘“stock and provi-
sions.”

Article 6, scction 5, should be so
amended as to provide that the persons
therein renderefr ineligible for office shall
likewise be rendered incompetent to vote,

Article 7 should be abolisbed, except
section 13, thus sweeping away the Zown-
ship system and leaving the matter {5 the
Legislature.

Article 10 should be so amended as to
provide that the Homestead provisions
should apply to all debts alike, and it
should be in fee— that is absolute.

Article 11, section 10, should Le .so
amended as to provide that its benefits
shall extend only to indigent persons.

Article 14, section. 7, should be so
amended as to provide that no person shsll

"hold any lucrative office under this State

§ while he holds an oflice under the United

States, L |

Sec. 5 of Art. 2 should be ¢ amended as
to abolish the provision for taking ‘&
census of the Btate in 1875, and every iten

?ou:ﬁem:{ter. ol eyt
| to provid€ that the University shall be
the of the General Asscmbly,

CRIME AND OUTRAGE.

We deem it worth while to notice in this
address, that wicked and interested ‘)er-
sons—unprincipled snd violent radical

jzans in and out of thi. Nrare—ior
sinister purposes, have sought to proauce
the false impression that the Democratic
Conservative party have and do connive
at and encourage the perpetration of crime
and ou To this detestable end they
bave, wherever they could, prostituted the
press, legislative and judicial proceedings,
and resorted to every means within their
power. Such imputation is not only
undless, false and scandalous, but in-
ous to the last degree, and betrays a
it of wickedness, we venture to assert,

made his warrant from time to time on the
Treasurer for large snms of money with-

without a parallel in political warfare.

i g

.ﬁxen. : ive n

cal party: It is not every
tnutfs to destroy the moral
effect of the voice of the press, -

action and judicial détemmination; fofithe
suppression of crime—their constant ¢f.
fort is to turn such mattérs to
adv by giviag them a politieal
and thus they produce the almost ine
table conviction on the minds «f disint
csted observers that the
press, the Legislature and rta, is/.not
to sup erime and ow bat to
manufacture political capital and advan.
tage from l:he erifme. of offenders, and thus
engender bitter feclings among  their

pouents, destroy mﬂ%‘wﬂiln the Ch!x
pund bring them into disgrace and con’

Weagain urge our friends to set their
faces inst violence and lawlessness of
all kinds, and to be especially active in
preventing secret outrages by disgnised
persons

NATIONAL TOLITICS.

It is to be regretted that the prople of
this State have failed to take any very ac-
tive interest in nalional politics since the
close of the late war, In our judgmeut
this is unwise. Our people are of the
Union—it is our government and to it we
must look, as we have the right, for sup-
port and protection in our rights of life,
liberty and property, at home and abroad —
we owe it allegiance and support, and it is
a patriotic duty to yield these—it is as
much our duty to join our fellow-country-
men in shaping and controlling the policy
and destiny of this great common national
government. We have all the rights that
any of the American people have, and we
are false to the country and ourselves if we
fuil to recognize, exercise and act upon
them. The people have rights; let them
exercise them firmly and respectfully, and
when need be, assert them as freemen and
American citizens in the councils of the
nation, in political assemblages, and every-
where. If we consent to be dwarfed and
ignored nationally, then indeed, we may
expect to be for all time to come.

CONMRUPTION, EXTRAVAGANCE AND USURI'A-
TION.

Our common country is subject to
grievous political evils to which the com-
pass of this address will allow us to ad-
vert very briefly.

Official corruption:in high and low
places; public extravagance; usurpation
uf‘%reat powers not conferred, but denied
and prohibited by the Constitution ; high
and oppressive tariffs which foster im-
mense monopolies ; the dircet cencourage.
ment and support of monopolies; prosti-
tution of official patronage to promote
party ascendancy; a system of taxation

2 i ga s ey v By e aa
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terests of TTI-E

Internal Revenne officers whe, ,upprﬁsd,
plunder and outrage the people of the ba-
tion, and under which large surplus sums
of money are raised that ought to remain~
in the pockets of the pcople; a gencral
system of' espionage; a suspension of the
liberties of the people upon the slightest
pretext, in express violation of the Con-
stitution ; armed military interferencc with
the freedom of clections; a general system
ot official bribery and party favoritism in
every department, and the administration
of the affairs of the goverament, are public
national evils, the enormity, extent
danger of which c#u scarcely be measured
or appreciated by the people subject to
them. That these evils do exist is man-
ifest to everybody. The dearest, highest
interests of a free people demand that they

they will find their form ol government
changed in name as well as in laet, and
their liberties lost.

SOURCE OF I'UBLIC EVILS—THOE
LAW"” OF THE REPUBLICAX PARTY.

Most if pot all these evils, are attributa
ble to the Radical or Republicau party of
the nation,—to its doctrines, poliey
practices. It is-essentially a party inimi-
cal and dungerous to the constjtution and
public and personal liberty. It i§ founded
ufon the despotic dogma that there is g
“higher law" than the constitution; it ijs
emphatically and essentially u *‘higher
law” party. This dogma is its life and
soul, and it proceeds on the jesuitical max-
im, that ‘‘the end justifies the meaps.™
Hence it is, the Fead of this party, the
peesident, does not hesitate to send the
ariny to New Yorlkcand elsewhere ‘at the

ions and “the way for bis and.;

: election. " Hence, too,
- for fike purposcs suspendin

of ?;,:,?" of Az
&t-'w ang or lawiful

by dawless force:”
e

b J -k .‘ a ot ‘
DO T and 4

aftributed to it, La which if not arrested
and suppressed, must result in the abaclute
overthrow of the of government
fornied and handed down to us by Wash-
on and bhis compatriots, That such a

rty has been allowed to spring up on
merican soil is monstrons and alarming !
0% . FATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY THE

ONLY OTHER PARTY.

There is but one other great political
my in the country—that is the National
ocratic party. In our judgment, it is

the patriotic daty of every lover of liberty
and free government to co-operate with
that great and powerful party toarrest the
tremendous evils to which we have ad-
verted, and which will, sooner or later, it
not suppressed, destroy freedom and esa-

tublish despotism and the sword,

offenders to justice, -~ - g :_‘ e
pursued by the _ .
deplored by refer is deeply to be

urpose of the'

party in power, kofdes of,

shall not close their cyes to such dapgers |
too - long lest the time shall come when |

"OIGHER | |

and |

North, to this State, Texas nod all ovep|

4 the ‘Bouth, in‘;;o!ationi'hf the letg ‘%‘;"E

rit of the Constitition, to control the [
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His party’s continued ascenda anad Li
e privilege.

‘which we have |
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