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- opinion you bave: formed of * the intrinfic merit

and memorable ¢ffcéts of Alie writings of Tom
Paine in favour of the independence of the Unit-

ed Stages.” - Ta the writings of T, Paine during
the revolutionary war, particalarly in that pro
do@ion of hiscalled common fenfle there is much
good fenfe.— At the time of publication, it de-
rived its popalarity from the temper of the time.
~ Unnided by th¢ opinions aud prejudices of that
period it would bave becn little noticed.” There
1 no_doubt, that the conteRt would have besn-
condpéted with equal wifdom, and its termina-
tion equally fp&u and glorious, if T. Paine
and his, writing bad never ‘been koown. The
wiods of the Americans were fufficiently enlighe-
ened, their ‘paflions [nﬁﬁienll rougzed, tie’ir
termination to refift and 1o perfevere with forti.
tade till the end, and energetic enough withopt
‘any ‘aid From (ch writinge. R
1n your controverfy -‘iﬁ: Paine, Sir, you have
firong * pietenfions to be guided by ** the mild
-and forbearing (pirit of :h:fqr el,”” —but at the
¢ time you treat the Federal Clergymen with'
the greatelt feverity. In this refpeét you have
fievificed your brotherly love and unity of Reli-
gious fenrtiment with them s to the great arti.
cles of chriltinnity, to the indulgence of party
;und political refentment. 'Your political opini-
ons, ufutped the controul of your religious tem
per.  You have charged thofe clergymen wiih
being ioimical to the reprefectative fyftem of
our Government. o
“ §ome of them doubtlefs have been deceiv-
ed. Othets impelled by vative pride or Aritto-
crltic'primfm the profpeét of gain or rhe
hupes of ¢ ny have exerted all the influence
attached to their profeffion.in behilf of a faltion
cowbived for the déftrn of our excellent
conftitation and the eftablifhment of 2 monarchy
on i:‘ n;inrl."‘; 'Te:h.jn mere party declamation
‘a unfupported by arguments
%hue-hﬁlp:e evidente that fome of them have
been deceived I Have thofe scknowledged that
they were deceived by their ignorance, by their
‘eredulity, by their prejudices, by the falle ep
pearance of things and du cunnieg of thofe who
had then the government ic their hands? 1 bave
never heard of any fuch confeflions.  If theo de-
ceived, the deception fill rémaine.  As furas |
koow they Rill view that the condud of Go-
vernment then was worthy of wile (tatefmen, the
fiate of the country confidered particulaly in
its foreign relations.  Is it not more probable,
~ Ahat the few @miniflers, in the vnion, who dif-
spproved of cert in' mealures of the federal ad
miniﬂrltinﬂ;-',m;_keeired than the other, fir
more tumerons, eqully difintercfted, qually
good, equal if sot poflefed of fuperior informa
tion in relation to human pature, add homan
life and! thg fcience of government ¢ Why any
of the Fedetal Minifters, where impelled by na-
tive pride in their defence of the Federal Admi-
viftsation, whilk thofe who oppoled it were
exempt trom itainfluence, i parodoxical, coy-
trédi@ory and abfurd.” Td pot humao nature
the fame in all claffes of men ¢ if fo, the Demo
chatic Miniters: are gameceflariily liable to be.
born with ,oative pr%e' Federal.  Isit
_"poffible that nature fho ‘pactial in it diftri-
b.utiont to men ¥ To be munificent 1o one par-
ticular political fe@ add®be forded, bafe and
injurious to-another # "This, O nature, is not
thy voice !~<This is not thy determination ! Or
if thou art mutable in thy operations, Why doclt
thou peculiarly fubje@ ~Federal Clérgymen to

the influence of pride, (o deftru&tive 1o the re, |

prefentative. fyflem of government & In uni
with the moft’ ignoravt, and with the moft de.
figning avd licentiows of your party, you have
charged federal Minifters with ariltacratic prin-
ciples, thig like your other eliarges is unfupport- |
¢d by any evidence, It is the fujggeftion of ig-
vorance, fancy er a worfe dilpufition of the ha
man heart.

I camot perceive sny reafony known to in.
fuence humanneture, why %r‘nl.(ﬁfcrgymcn
thovld be peculiarly attached o an sriftocratic
form of ctnment, - whillk their brethren of

siionkive: oppofed to this

3l Miwifters wealthier than
ithey better grounded ptol-
t iemfelven, their friends and
- conneétiavs advanced 10 the exclufive pofft flion

of Ariftocracy than others | O dre they men

- of greater talents and virtue, and are move emi-
scatly ofeful to fooiety than others 3 IF fo, thin,
ty,

Pl |

{ the Chureh, - to fill the moft i

«. What an avaricious and ‘ambitious clafs o
men moft the federal miniftersbe, if this charge
[ .. But in.confequeace of their bein

_:cﬁ;_hu_ldminiﬂrniou. ‘what nt_ioon"or probi«
‘ble grouad had th:mfﬂaliﬂing their purpofes
of avarice or ambition ? did they expe&@ that
they wonid be tranflared from their chavges in,
aot depart <
‘ments ia the goverument of the Upited sif:n 2

enough of men in a&ive sad civil life capable &
willing to ferve all the parpales of - the general
government ¢ OFf all T know of the federal mi.
pilters, not one of them had ever the moft dil-
tant ides of deriving any perfonal or privite ad.
vadtage from their political opinions. Nooeof
them were auated by the hope of elevation.—
Nesoe of them were candidates-for nor expe&ants
of, . civil appoiotments. Bat this was not nor

8 not the cale with fome of the Democratié mi-

nifters. Thefe heavy & falfe accufarions, which
you have exhibited againft federal minifters could
with more propriety be applied to thofe of your
own fe&. And in this condo& of yours, you
have forfeited the mild, charitable and forbear
ing influence of chriltiavity, 1f your mind,
when you wrote, was underthe influence of pre
judice and refentment, if you have met with any
bad treatment from federal minifters ¢ you fhould
have endeavourcd to be fenfible of the fate of
your mind before yon wrote 3 - and in yoor let.
ter returned Mve fur hatred, candour for cenfure.
good for evil. To this treatmeat you were in-
adrquate, and no deube you juftified yourlelf
in this refpe, for in your omaicience you faw
they *¢ exerted all the influence attached to their
profeflion in behalf of a faGion combined for
the dettru@ion of our exasllent Conflitution and
the eftablifhment of a monarchy on ita vuins.”’
You bave feen, fir, what the federal minifters
faw not, They clearly faw, what you bave
termed a fa&ion, the legitimate rulers of the na.
tion, legiflating cooflitutionally, and that their
obnoxiovs meajures were jullified by the then
fituation of our country, that they were defign.
edand calculated, to fupport avd defend the
diguity, the hononr, the intereft, & independ.
ence of America.  They never viewed that the
fedition and alien bills were unconftitutional.—
“They could not defcern that any of the laws en
afted by the federal government, had the leall
tendency to deftroy our excellent conftitation,
but en the contrary te maintdin it in all ite glo.
ry. They did not claim the prerogative of fearch
iog the human heart... From the apparent ne-
ceffiry mealures adopted, they jultly inferred
the purity of the motives of our legiffitors,—
They knew, that our governmént was the ada
mant pillars of  the Conftitution.  They knew
that they bad no interelt to deftroy it; but on
the contrary all that was near and dear-te them
concurged-to engage their moft zealous defence.
Under thefe impreflive views, federal Mioifters,
in doe counfiltency with their office ag teachers
inculcated the neceflity and reafonablenels of o
bedience toithe then Conftituted authoritics,
“ not onl§ for wrath but for eonfcience f.ke,”
~=till contitutionally changed by thenle of ¢
le@ions. For this conduét, and for their fup-
pofed merived praile, freely belowed on thé late
adminiftration, . are they to be denovnsed, as
hiving afted from the moft bale and flagitious
principlea? Such a depunciation is unworthy
the chara®&et of any intelligent and t'irtdu'our man,
but élpecially derogetory fronr the Miniflerial,

L Suffer me, Sir, totell you, that if everour
federal conltitution Mall be deflroyed, it will
not be on account of the opinions Bor pradices
of the federal 1epublicang; . which are cqually
appofed ta the dcfpotifmgnf one, ora few, or
the licenticua tyranny of the mob.  In thig
country we have more to dread, confidering the
gorruptions of human life, from the ignorance,
and vices prevalent and likely to mereale among
the people than from all other fources whatever.
You further, Sir, acculethele clergymen who
differ'from you io political opinions, with hypo-
 erify.. **/Oa your returnto this country; Tho-
| mas Paine, they raifed againft you, the voice of
federal hypocrily., Your infidelity was the of-
‘tenfible, your republican pen the real grouad of
alarm.  For po one deferving ‘the name of a |
minifter of the gofpel can ferioufly believe, what
they affeéted to fear, that the seligion of Jefus

can be materially affefted by the snce or ab-
fence of Mr. Pai 1a that book which beats .
‘the name, bot not the evidence,  of the age of

ifoned arrow

reafon,” they have feen your moft
aimed ﬁtl?yp'r wmoft kill and’ ;;td'with all.

) the& nobility, and which ought to havea
- mrh dent Toflacace on focicty. To talk of |
efty Og a0 3 i i’e._forlt-of _ﬁbﬁerﬂ_!ncut,;_-
‘1o ta'k “abfurdly, | The fiate of fociety can-
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your might agaio® thu religion,* 8.
© Suller me, Sir, who am'one of thole clergy.
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Did they ‘not know that there was more than |

“and uncandidly accufe, to [
) Paine in | add
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age, addicted 1o beatt- |
Iy and babit el intexication, what is he not ea. |
pable of ¢ T ¥now that the demecrats of Ame-
rica fand not fo need of his wifdom. They have

knowledge—star fuperior to him. in virtuous |
acquifitions.. But if.the powers that be, fland
.in any need of the aid of a proBigatéwriter they
are locky in the arrival of T, P, in this coun.
try. ben the federal minifters, cobfidered
the nature and tendencies of the writingh; called
the age of .1eafop, ** to wnfettle the faith of
thoufands ! to root from the minds of the un.’
heppy virtwous all theireomfortable affurance of
a future récompence § to annihilate in the minds
of the fl gitious all their fears of future punith.
ment § give the reins to the dominstionof
every paflion, and thereby contribute to the is
trodu@ion of puSlic infcctrity and private wn-
happipefs, ulvally and almoft paceflarily recom-
panying a ftare of corrupted morals,” f(hould
they then on reafonable evidence be charged with,
hypocri(y, on account of manifelting their difa
probation, at the arrival and the manner of T.
Paine coming into this country gt the warm in-

With more fhew of reafon might not the filent
approbation of the Democratic minifters in're
lation to this emigration, be coonfirued as a re
linquifhment of their chriftian faithyor that they
fecretly preferred, their political to their religt
ous creed ! ¢ that the advantages derived to
the world from T, Pain’s political writings ave
infinitely fuperior toall the trifling evils and in-
conveniences accruing from his religious pobli.
cations, I am of the opinion, and it is not fin.
gular, that the religious writings in queftion
have doge mare. mifchicf 1o mankivd than all
the writings of Indal Morgan, Voltairé, Boling-
broke, Hume and Gibbon, put together, for
they ba vc had a more rapid and extenfive cir.
«culation, have fillen into the bands of more in
dividuale, and the manoer of his writings better
{uited to the indolent and vicious tafte of thig
corrupted age. Befides the recency of the pub.
lication, the title by which itis diftinguithed,
and the popolarity of his writings, in the revo
lutionary conteR attraéled the atrention of thou
fands in this country to their own hart.  As it

reafon it is not to be expeéted there fhould be fo
much talk about it s its firt appesrasce ; sot

withftanding it is far from having fallen into
"univerfal contempt. It became then the Minif

ters of Chriftianity, te teRify publickly their
righteous difplealure, at the arrival of the bafeft
and moft wicked of all infidel writers. To have
negle®ed this, they might have been charged
with hypocrily, or inconfitency. Aad you in
your candour ought to have acknowledged this.
Befides, Sir, you koow that wife and good men
have differed in their opinions and continue fo
in relation to religion and polirics gsg___l_lmofl on
[ every fubje@ of importance i Tadmpute thefe
differences to unworthy motives is bepeath the
charadter of a clergyman.or of a philofophet.—
If your reprefentation of the character of your
opponents, proceeded in an irtefiftable and una

voidable manner, from a peculiarity of conftitu

tion or circimitances, -youare o b¢ pitied, bui
not to be defpiled.

I acknowledge that mm?{ private and public
eulrgies were voluntarily beftowed on the lederal
_adminiftration, and its chief : but none greater
thao you have given ta the prefent goverament
andiits Chief. = * L fhall give it in the words of
a republican,  with whofe in,ttllr&hal_grcamefl
your diffidence would blufk to be compared,
whole influence is onrivalled and who fits this
. day at the tead of the freelt, happielt and moft
 enlightened gevernment in the wotld.”’

I have no knowledge that the federal miniltérs
"¢ were abundant in the profufion & maligoascy
of the abufe, which they beftowed an thole who
_were conftrained by the force of resfon and'in

tegrity to dilapprove fome of Mr, Adams’s

is.oppafition to the prefcat admis
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among them, many men-fuperior to him o |-
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88_ite devotges have done.——ii 8
mly believed, vircalted, and 1e-e

vitation of the Picfidens of the United States ? |

is fome time fince 1he publicatipn of the age of f

| man government, inthe infaney ol

 This extenflive empire beiog under one
head, and the pucific

-early period of the chriftian mra g

«world, than any lenity ever mauifefled. B _ !
- Roman powers,

“mealures.”
. perfecuted none who différed from them in pe
‘litical opinions, but on the contratry, for
ingenious and open ayowal of tfieir, fe
“abundance of : hei
them, [Ffany of the

| witted a weekly and public fi !

firft ong
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In this part of the country they
> Pinguiry at the 2 of
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'\ ing feders) minilters, have zealoufly engaged in
| fapport of a0 caflern newfpaper, whofe avowed
of: obie@ ivap

pofition tohisadwiniftration, and (o
jority, of the people., With all their

ual firepgeh they have {welled the voice
pmny ‘5‘Nﬁcpmnion. to enfekle his

fied by his figgal vicious habits, to publifh wri- | bands, 1o fubje@ 1o univerfal contempt. him and
tings injurioudto macking in any of the impor- | | = ‘which the Providence of
tant relations of life- e enqu zh to detend | him to prefide ™ . I the
soy + however "?Fm ot you | new V%0 ia the Palladium, and 1
and 1 vigw his retuento’ A merica with abhore | in edited. and fupi ﬁ!_  of the Maffa-
| teoce 3  Under no teligiovs nor ferious ¥irtuous . ol:.aféﬁcm mlﬂl- ﬁt.ﬂ.hj!‘l‘“
principles, arrived a i ium it sppears to be

quainted witly the.} ear
condu@ed. with diffioguithed talents. 1 4m b

no means of the opinion that its # oxe

0 pL

many hiftori:a which have bego told

ol M Jef.
ter(on that _he violated the. wﬂ“j"ﬂ?"a:;';’; o
A o

propriating, without

law, upwa
thoufand, dollars for __th.eztj f"ﬁlo , ?"@' :
Beigeau, and then dcliﬁm’g’ﬂ?u o ml%‘l hat
ﬁgmnﬁlh law for'the : ‘f? f_ll‘i late judici-
ary {yltem of the United Stafes was uncopRitue
tional—that be, rémitted Cyllender’s fing con- .
trag; to the { ofticutiog—thag contrar .FQJ‘-"‘?
tice and gratitude, he paid to Gabriel Jones of

Rockingham, Virginia, the fifty* '_ bod '_!_rhfk_i
he had loaned of him,‘aad the int'cn:&, i H:Y
maney, which, when it came into big creditor’s

hiogds was not worth more than ome filling in

 the pound=—that he had a&ed .improperly in

ufing his prefidential influence, to {eeuie the ¢-
le&tion of a favorite—that hehad alted contrary
ooz only to found policy ; but to his ewn public
lzntiments, ia turniog out of office worthy men,
and chufing exclulively thofe ‘of a gertain poli-
tical (e&, to fill the vacancies made by executive
pleafurey &c. &e.  If this iscalummy no .doubt
the Palladium and other newlpapers sre vary
criminal., Thole wha now complain of federal

abufe, let them remember the unprecedented a» ~

bufe of fcderal men and mealures—that to mil-
reprefeotation and flander, the powers that be
chiefly owe their elevation. IR 0y o
As'you have beep plealed to introduce into
your I:Itu‘qr a:?ﬁrqﬁ from Mr. Jefferfon’snotes
on Virginiey and beflowed an extrsordinary eu-
logy on it, I fhall take the liberty fo bring it in-
to my letter, and make a-few obfervatione on it
aod yeur commentary. . *¢ Reafon and free in-

quiry are the only effc@ual agents againk epror.

Give a loofe to them they will fupport .i'l:t“tme_
religion by bringing every fallc one to their tri.
bonal, to the teft of their inveRigation, they are
the natural enemies of crror and of error only.
Had not the. Roman government permitted free
cuqairy chriftianity could never bave been in.
troduced, had net free ioquiry been indulged at
vhe eta of the reformation the corruptions of
chriftianity coubd met have been purged away.”
Did vot the Philefopbers of antiquity ufetheir
reafon and free ehquiry, to dilgover the troe re-
ligion ? Aud did they hereby everattain tothe -
true. knowledge of the unity of God,. the doc-
trine of an univerfal providence ¥ &’h,ﬁ'ltw(
flate of retribution ! They ceptainky did opt.
Amidft the greateR exercife of their inellef ual
powers, they never found that reafon and free

| epquiry, fecored them againkt emar. To the

indulgence of free enquiry, granted by the Ro-
its introduttion into the world owes very little,
To the working of miracles, it was chicfl in-
debted, for its introdudtion, its fpeedy snd

“extenlive peopagation in the world, The pious
 charaélers and exemplary lives of the premitive

teachers of chriflianity, llidrptk&c
tude under {ufferings, contrit
growih of chriltianity in the |

od fori-

fpread of the chrillian fyfiem. Unpided by the-
miragnlons atieftations of divine pe villia-
nity, withall its 1eafonablesiefs, and with every

indulgence thewed toft by the Roman o S
acver could have prevailéd over fo many pbfts-s
cles which o its rile and progrefs i the

world, as it did. The dreadful and cruel g
cutiens, Carried on wgaioft the chriftians,

more .to the promotion of chrittianity

. .

Neo douvbt lié.g:cmife"lnil'-ihdﬂgué':r free
' the reformation, wasthe
{trument of loppin EI"I,:‘

of chriftianity..

the papal
fcandalous
geocics in the Roman church,

ftate of the world then fasr ™ "
cilitated in fome degree the introdultion’sed
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