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‘Queftion. —What is liberty ? X

Anfwer,—Liberty is ap angel; fheis.
the firlt born of heaven e is a goddels;
and all who retufe to werfhip her, are
unworthy to breathe the vital air.

Q. Is this goddefs vifible?

A. She 1s always invifible te man in
civil fociety 3 feye hath not fgefe her ; nor
can civilized men fully-cénceive whay-
the is. Lhe Siwige, ah, the Ssvage, only
knows her charms 3 and quaffs bowls of
netar from HEF hands. * .

- 1 berty is invifible, how isit
_known that fheggally exifts 7 .~ -
A. Her exi{tan®eis known by a fuper-
patural, or rather a preternatural affla.
“""tus or inipiration’; —and it is alfo known’

. from the works of her hands.

Q. Havefoine men been favoured with
sexiraordinary mealures of this afflatus or

“inlpiration. Lt .

_ T%Té?;'"ma?ﬁ?ﬁm-??ﬂnfﬁﬁ:
“berty —--fublimated fouls, who panted
with unutterable tervor for a near com-
munication with the goddefs ;--fuch were
the French philofophifts ; fuchalfo were
Robefpierre, Marat, Danton, and hun-
dreds of others, in the French Republic,
who fired with the holy zeal of liberty,
facrificed millions'of human vi&ims at
her thrine. -

Q. What arethe wo'ks of liberty,
which manifelt her exiltance ?

A. The works of liberty, which ma-
nifelt her exiltance, are véry many and
very wonderful to tell.  In Kepublican

_¥ranee, above all countries, the works
of liberty bave appcared, in nunbers &.
{ublimity, luchas to excite a molt pleal
ing altoruthment s—+tere a pretty proflitute,’
drcled in white, was enthroned in a tems=
ple as the reprefentative ot the goddels

.and was worthipped by the enlghtened peo-
ple—ztere was paid a dear tribute to the
‘goddels liberty ; not of filver and gold,
bur ot the lives ot miriads of men, wo-
men and children.—How auguit was the
fcene,. when liberty, in the tull exercife
of her prerogatives, erefted a thonfand
Bafliles ; when lllood Howed from guillo-
tines, like rivers ; when the groans and-
wailings of reprobures, met with the mock-
ery and derifion they -deferved 3 when
the waters ot the river Loire were difco-
loured with blood 2nd choaked with ha-
man corfes ; when Jaus-culortes took rank
of nebles, and reut the air with'fhouts of
wive da libertr te—Cu ira _was relounded
over the Wide-fpread gallic regions ; ca ira
was relpanded, in this country, by eve-
ry friend of the equal rights of man,—
Ah, that was a glorious day '—Never
was liberty fo triumphant ; never were
her works o manife!t.

Q. What are your ideas of the liberty
of pelitica] opinicn ? X

A Tglory init as the Lirth-right cfe-
very free-born American; itiy dearer
than liteittelf ; - {tripped of thue, L hou!d
Meelmoyle!t a flave—a grovelling worm
of she duft. :

Q. Wherein confifts the liberty of poli-
ticu! opinion ? :

A- Lhe liberty of political opinjon
confifts in ¥hig, that evr ry man, nay, rhat
eviiy womah and ehild, in the Umited
Llaes have {ree petmiflion to think as
thedeaders of the Dentocrats think 1 —
aud | boldly aver, and will maintain it,

¢ that any aét or edi&, that thould contra-
vene this liberal conftraélion of the liber-

v

ty of politjcak oplnion, wruld bean act |

of * political intolerance,” both#*del-
potic and wieked.” e 4
¢ Q-What are the peculiar privildpes
~belonging to thofe whote pelitical opini-
ens are pertetly orthodox ? -
A They are cherifhed in the bofom
ot our holy chugeh ; all their moral of-
tences are blottédonr, or covered with
the mantle of charity ; their follics and
. Weakneflesare iever mark’dagaini{t thein
to them exclufively belongeth the privi-
ledge of elligibility to offices of all grades,
trom the higheft to the loweit. o
Q. : Be in-
il into alicenti-
ta Qpinf_orl. lo

Ca ey .'L' R :

As 'fhwmg_gs:mh . 8 d’:
theyare to be anathematized ;—alPtheir
former lervices are to be buried undera
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abominable herefy : they are to be chal-
ed from whatéver oflices they had held ;
and their removal trom office is to be.in-
{tantly followed by gibbetting their cha-
racters. : : '

Q. Is fuch a ** procedure” juftified by
relpe&able precedents ? '

A. Itis : therepublics, both in France
and England ;- the reign of the Edwards,
and the Henrys,—of Richard third - of
queen Mary ; of the whole line of the
Stuarts ; and alfo thexecords of the ftar-
chamber, furnith a variety of precedents
in favour ot luch a compuliory umiformiry
—precedents; - which had-been buried
under the raft of time, and are there-
tore venerable Yor their antiquity,

Q.. What is liberty of fpeech ? -

A. It is the liberry of Ipeaking well of
the prefent adminiitration, (Mr, burr
excepted) and of ail who have obtained,
or {hall obtain offices under it, in what

Q: In what eftimation doyou ho!d the
liberty of the prefs ?

A. 1 venerate it as the ark of our poli-
rical fafety—as the protecting fhield of
all our other privileges. 'I'he freedom

the prefs has been my favourite toaft

Zthe darling theme that has awakened
all my {enfibilities.  Witnels, ye vener-
able thadesot taunltusand Franklin, with
what fervours of zeal have I expatiated
on this fubjet, while liftening crowds
Lung upon my lips ! Witnels. with what
exccration [ leaded the authors ot that
infirument of tyranny, the ledition law !
—While | have a heart 1o fee!; a tongue
to {peak, .and a band toaét, T will never
defert this facred caule. Ye powers a
bove record my vow - folemnly protett
that “ I am ready to flied the laft drop
of my blood in defence of the liberty of
the prefs.”

" (Here the refpondent is fuppoled to
lay oiie hand on his brealt, and to bran-
difh the other kand in a molt violest
inanner : and in uttering the words, **1
am teady to fhed the lalt drop of my
blood,” he is {fuppofed totemm a istle
pale.) _

Q. Was the fedition law reallyan a&
oftreafon againit the rights of the people?

A. It was downright mealon againit
the freedom of the prefs ; it was trea-
fon againft the digniry- and majefly of
the people & agai;:{t their deareit rights.
It was the moit tyrannical, the maft a-
bominable, the molt horrible, the molt
accurled act, that ever was palled na
free country; and fuch I have always
declared it to be.

nance and lupporr.

Q. Did the fedition law-rzprefls the
publication of wrweh, or deny the privi-
lege of giving truth in evidsnee-f-

A. ‘The fedition law ' permitted the

was a nere farce; a mockery, It was

rizht infult wpon the underftandings of
man ! It was for promoting the beit in-
tereits of the people, that the wicked-
nels and tréilons of the former admi-
niltrations Lad been expofed.  Waih-
ington had been denocunced as ** the

cal iniquity, and had legaliled corrupti.
on”—Adains had begn called a houry

with the murder of Jonathan Robbins -
Jay had beenaceufed ol having been Lrib-
ed with Britith pold; Pickering of rebbing
the public treafury of millions of “dollars
—Wolcort ef burning the war office, to
conceal the knavery of the n:’]icfk.----
'L hele charges have been circulated thro
outthe union, and they ought to circu-
late,- withiout check or hindrance, for
the informarion ot the abufed people ;
but though their truth was as clear as a
funbeam, they could not be prowed in 4
court of jultice ; and for.chis plain reaton,

padd infult to injury.

i whagimanner did the pafiing the
aw_aftect the charactersof the

former adminiftration. »

ed the charaers of thofe who paffed it.

® See the writings of Eoulcay, the Abbe Ray-
uu' Go“'ml &C. 4 3 > ;

} It was the engine thatznual thegq down
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That excerable!law |
gagsed and thottled evéry printing prels |
{ in the land, that was werthy of counte- |

truth in evidence? but thar circumitance |

permitting the aggrieved party to avail |
themfeives of lml.mfm:ih(lcs —a down- i

man who had given currency to politi- |

becaufe they were-not ot a‘prongible na--
ture. ‘Ther th: fedition in-
yiting p was well

 for them. | HHat proof was rio where to be found,’

A. The fedition law mortally wound-

| and plunged them in difgrace. ‘Ihe le-

Ipirited refolutions againft’ the fedetion
act: thofe refolutions wére circulated o-'

| ous alarin was given through the ¢oun.
try. - Every where it was declared” that

the officers of government were wicked-
ly plonting to hide their own villainy by
fupprefling frez inqui; y-- that their reigh
had been *‘ the reign of rerror’— that
the people were to be kept in ignorance
of the doings of their. rulers—that while
they were thus hood-winked, the yoke
of flavery was intended to be rivited on
their necks. 'The happielt effefis were
produced ; the people were electrified ;
they were arcufed 3~ they' were ftruck

ith hotror ; they were filled with in-
*‘ﬁnmiun : - they chaled fromofhice thole
corrupt men who had palled the fedition
law, & (upplied their places with charac-
_ ®irpat
" Q. Since the réign of térror is ended,

R R
.

commenced,. what is the liberal indul-
genee that is row given to the prefls 7

A. Befides the ex-sficors of the lormer
adiniriiftrations, -Mr. -Burr, the fecond
magiltrate in the nation, is allo given up
to the printqrs, as free and lawful plon
der ;. amd ['have almoft burlt my fidlcs
with laughing, to fee with what art and
indultry our i
Cheetham, | nted him dewn,
while the {uba all fet up their bark-
ing and followed the chafle.

Q.+ Is not your - party indebted to the
talents and influence of My, Burr for its
triumph over the federalifts ?

A. This debt is canfelled.--M. Burr
1s excommunicated ; he lies under the
baun of our church ; he 1s an outlaw :
it has been difcovered that he eat and
drank with heretics—tlat he even offer-
ed a: a teaft, this abominable, this trea-
fonable fentinment, ‘Sthw. wunion of ail honest
men.” ‘1 hat wan has finned beyond the
hopes of mercy ; - floods of tears would
not avail to walh away his crimes j—
The ball o the holy. Zatican is thundered
againft him; its anathemas are poured
upon his devoted head—and all patriotic
printers are n dyty bound to denounce
him as a'traitor, and (o compare him to
Benedi Arnaold, *

. Whar is the ftandard of freedom
i by whigh the prels is and ought to be
| guided, as it relpeéls the charaéter and
| meafures of Mr. Jefferfon ?

A. As it relpeQls that auguft perfon.
age, the excommunicated *“fect’ is, as
yet, allowed a very licentious .indulg-
ence ;. inalinuch as no previsus reftiaint
is laid on the prefs, by binding federal
| printers, awhile wnconv.éled of crimé, 1o keep
the peace and to their good behaviour.,
A great apoftle of libérty, who contem-

| giflature of Virginia made and puolifhed
ver the United. Srates. An inflantage- {

the prel: was Hlrackléd—that a blow had |
been aimed at the vitals of liberty---thar |

and the reign of equity and mildnels has |

patriors, Duane & | tooth; it ftings and irritates an elevated

lmind ten folu more than fallehood.-—~

- § .LN(). o¥d,

Q. Is then the inviolabi ity of Mr. Jef-
ferlon’s charater and meafures, inno-
‘manner fhielded Irom the unhallowed
Wouch of federalifts ? .
A. It is, ind manner, (though alas !
too feebly,) thielded trom thofe vile cai-
tiffs, by efe Britifh Comingn latw. Printers
have the licentious indulgence of pube.
lifhing what they pleale coacerning Mr.
Jefferlon. ‘I'hey are laid under no hea-
vy bonds for their good behaviour : no
| commiffioners have been appointed 1o
| give a previeus licence to-pelitical pube
| lications. " Indeedy *“ they order things
| betterin. France,” that dear lahd .of i-
| berty.  Printers 'ere, I fay, areallowed
[ to publilh whatever they pleafe on poli-
Fticsy - tiable merely to fines; bonds and
| imprilonment, if they prefume to pub-
tith- aughe, that may tend_to diminifh
{the chdaraéter of our augult chief, or

' the other officers of government, whom
| hicdelighteth to honour.

4

+

+ Q. May not printers ptlb!im_provea.b’lc i

PRI AR

,! out incurring punithment £ :
A. No - fuch an indulgence would

lead to the molt tatal confequences, and

is not to be futlered in a free countrye— *

It would open a door for intolerable Ii'f

| government by bringing it into contemypt;; |

 centioulnefs 3 it would tend to proftrate

Lit would expole the faults of great men §
' to vulgar eyes, and might wound their

feelings. Truwth is fharpér than a ferpent’s

‘I hercfore our wife anceitors, fome {e-
ven or nine hundred years ago, eftablifh. -
ed it as a maxim, that *rhegreater the
trithy the greater rhjdd.” s

Q. Do you then approve the Britith
government !, X

A. None can approve it lefs, or detefba. .
it more 3 itis alvitem ot intolerable ope
preflion and flavery ; it is a mals of rote
ten inftitutions. To ¢all 4t a free gov-
ernment is an infult upon the human une
der(tanding ; every goond republican is
Lound to execerate it, and to wifh for its
fpeedy downfall : Yet the Englith com- !
mon law, a; relates 1o libels, 18, under
prelent circumitances, an excellent weae
pon wherewith to defend the rights of =
the people : - ’tig. exaétly fuited to the .
condition of this country.

Q. In cale that Mr.- Jefferfon fhould
betray and facrifice the deareit interefts
of the nation, and that the facts relating
to his perfidy fhould be capable of being

fully fubtantiated by proot ;- might they

not be publifhed with impunity?

A. Such a thing is impoffible.—=The
nglilh have 2 maxim, that * the King
can do no wrong:” ’tis {tupid to fay this
of a king : but Mr. |efferlen has more
wildom, more virtue, more honour,
thapall the kings have put together, who
reigh in Chriftendom. Hebetray and |
[acrifice the mntereft of thenation! The
fuppolition is blafphemy.” '

plates the teauties of the goddels, with
imeflimabile raprure and daily kneels at |
heralar and kifies her fhrine, in vain |
attempted {uch a previous reltraint.— |
Mortilying defeat! Ah, the blindnefs of
. certain judges ! ‘1 hey had not far enough
advanced in the * march of fentiment”’
| to perceive the neceflity and fulutary na-
1 ture of fuch a meafure.

1 -
i Q. On what grounds was the previous
l

reftraint atrempred ?
| A. It was acempted on the ground of
the ftatute of Udward third, a great and

headed traitor, and%had been charged | worfhipful king of England. ; who lived |

| nearly five centurics ago ; indeed long
befere any printing-prefs had been
known. ‘A moft luminous period that
' was, Mafl bufinefs in England was
| done in"®eneh and Latin, and the En-
| ghth tongue was f;';i:’c::ly'i'pokcn.--- .th
meither the reafonablencls of the thing,
nor the antiquity of the precedent availed.
‘| he'motion-was rejefted, though prefled
«with all the pathetic eloquence thar ever
inlyired a tongue devoted to liberty’s fa
cred caufe. Blalt the difappointment !
! wath my hands of it. Whartever man,
with mere individual might, could de,
was actually done. It a fingle arm could

{ have affe&ted it,,w:uddm-o&ht prefs

and immoveable bafis : -but fome

G
P

difciplining. ..
y A

i wald, in fome of the democratic paperss 4

‘would have -been eftablifhed on a, firaw

who are right in the main need furthef| th

S Mr.. Buré bas been alivally denonitid as # | 1
traitor; and has even been compared 10 Banediad dr-

Q, Inafmuch as the angels of light be.
come toul apoltates, it is furely not im.
pollible that even Mriglefferfon may err
and dowrong ; and it fuch anincident
Elutlh! cxiit| anddthc public fhogld theac..
1y be-greatly endangered, ought not the

)

peaple to kanw 1 ‘R
A. It would be bcﬁ that the people

hould not know it 3 thepublication of +
| luchiutelligence woﬂ light up the torch |
| of tedition ;™ it would daminifh the peos’
| ple’s confidence in their chief magiftrate,
fand wouid eftrange their hearts trom his
lacred perlon. :

(1. Should a printer publifhrany fa
of ihis Kind, together with fubltantial
documents in-preot ; what muft be the
coulequence ? ' :

A. 'The prefumptious wretch muft be
“indi&ed, and punifhed according to law.
Q. Should he praduce in court twen.
\ ty lubltantial wirneffes, in poof of his al-
{egation, would not this ¢ircumftance
tend to affeét his acquirral ?

A. If be Jhould produce«in epurt an
hundred witnefles, it could no wife 2
vail him. The bench would not pei«

forbids it. :

Q. If Mr. Jefferfon fhould perfonal.
appear in court and acknowledge

lledged againft him, might not
pate the publifher ?

Id in no manuner tend to hig

B bur would really aggravate

e S it would prove that thetal-
CGAUON Werew great iruih; 0
uentlyy thatit were « greas btk .~ -
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mit them to be {worn : common law ©
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