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IMPORTANT DEBATE

Or Mr. R. Grifwild s refolution for calling on |

she prefident for the evidences of title to the pro-
wince of Louifiasa.

Mpr. R. Grifwsld faid, that he had ob-
ferved by averting to the mefluge of the
prefideat ot the 21t inftant, that it was®

_expetted congrefs would forthwith pro-
vide by law for the prefervation of order
and tranquility in the province of Loui-

the treaties with France of the 3oth of

April hadbeen already referred toa com- |

it was neceflary to eftablith in regard to
thie title. That treaty contained only a
promife to cede the country in queltion,
| as appeared by the article which had been
tranfcribed ; and this only upon the per-
formance ot certain conditions. 'The
actual cefficn had not becn difclofed ;
but for the purpofle of clearing up the
title the deed or inftrument of ceflion
ought to appear. —t

There was an additional fact which
Mr. G. thoughtitimportant to afcertain,
| whether Spain had confented tothe tranl-

| fer of this country to the United States.
"I'his fad& may be_important in {gveral

fiana. Thegeneral fubjed together with | points of view. IfSpain conlents to the

| transfer, fhe either admirs tht the con-
ditions have been executed on the part

mitree of the whole houfe and made the [ 0f France, or the waves her claim o a

order of that-day, and he prefumed the |

firft obje€t which would engage the at-
tention of the committee would be that
‘not
however think "hai the meflage of the
prefident or the treaty which attended
it, furnifhed that evidence ot our right
“to interfere i the government «.° Lould-
fiana, which could jultity the houle in
paffing any law on thi fusject.. _

He thought it-became neceflary to ob.
tain further evidence o* cur tidle before
we attempred to exer-ile a jurifviction
over a counry and over a people whiom
perhaps we had no right to conrroul.
< The oply article fard Mr. G. which
relates to the title, is the firft article of
the treaty, and it is thus exprelled :

ArT. I. WHEREAS. by the articlethe
third of the treary concluded at 5t. Idel-
fonlo, the gth ‘Vendemiaire, an. g [ 1t
O@ober, 1800, | between the Firlt Con-
ful of the French Republic and his Ca
tholic Majefty, it wasagreed as tollows :

“ His Catholic majelly promiles and
engages on his part, tocedeto the French
republic, fix months after the full and
entire execution of the conditions and
flipulations herein relarive to his royal
bighnefs the duke of Parina, the cclony
“or province of Louifiana, with the fame
extent that it now has in the hands of
Spain, and that it had when I'rance pof-
feffed it ; and fuch as it {hould be akser
the treaties fublequently enteredinto be-
tween Spain and other ftates.””

"T'his article in the firft place recogniz-
es, what has been well underftooed, that
Louifiana was a province of Spain, and
in the next place it declarzs, that by the ]
treaty of France and Spain of the ift of |

O&aber, 18co, Spain has ftipulared thay !
the will; ©fix months after the fuil and |
¢ entire exccurion of the conditions and |
¢ ftipulatons relative to ihe Duke of Par-
‘ma, cede to France the piovince of
‘Loutfiana.”  1he title ot the United
Stutet therefore, depeonds upon the exo-
cution of thofe conditions and fipaiati-
ons. For it wi'l be admiwred, it France
his never fulfilled the eonditions, the
l.as acquired no ritle to Uie country, and
could fell nothing, udér coull w2 pui-
kafe It becemas mmeportant #hien, be-
bare congtels procacd to imifiate for the
government of thele peopis, that we
thould afcertain wiat were tiic extent of
rhe flipulations in relpel to the Duke of
‘arina; “and whether thofe (Hipulations
lad been executed ; for on this; our -
ve wight prebably depend. A recur-
rence to the meflaze and the treaty would
throw no_light upon thele points, and
it became necellary to look further be-
fore the houfe proceeded to decide.

‘The nveaty of [deltontn berween France

and-Spain-of the 1t of O&ebery 1800,

Thad been referred toin the treaty under
corfideration 3 it was the inflyument by
Vhich I'rance Had acquired the ritle, i
fhe had ever obtained une, and being one
o the title"deeds of the domain, it muit

le prefumed that the governinent ot 1ié

United States, had been capeful © ob-
tuin a copy. -

That treaty was equatly important to

t‘l‘e executive and to the legiflarure, for
without poffelling it, it muft be prefumed
that the executive could not have con-
‘ented to the purchafe, and without ¢x-
:miiiing it, the l-giflatare could not de-
ide wherhor we had 2cquited a rightiul
forifliGow ,over the country.  Under

'l imprelfions he thought it neceflry |

nd proper that a call thould be made on
ibe prefiderit for a copy of that treaty.

_Mr. Grifwold faid, he woyld obierve

aifo, thmhe—{rean of Idelfonfo would
2t probablyalcercain all the fadts which
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full execution of them, and in either e-
vent, it may be ‘faid that the clzims of
Spain_have been extinguithed. “But1l
Spdiv has remonftraced aguinftthe tranl-
fer, it prefents a ftrongrealon te Leltevs
 that the conditions hive never been ful-
fille 1, or if they have been tulfilled, that
we fhall becompelled to poffefs this coun-
try by force.~— I'he complexion and ex-
tent of our preparations to poffefs the
country maft in a meafure be reguiated
by the-dilpofition of Spain towards us.
Witk this view of the fubject, ir. t5.
fzid that he could not Joubt the necellity
of culling on the prefident for further
information before the houfe proceaded
to act. In doing this however e would
re careful not toafk an improper dilclo-
fureotexecutive fecrets, orinterfpre with
the prerogatives of the executive i ve-
fpect to treaties. The treat: of Ldclion
lo he prefumed could be no fecrer, as
one article of that inftrument had been
tranteribed into the treaty under confi-
daration. Nor could tke actual celiim
or any of the evidences of tjric be confi-
dered as fecrets to be withheld troin the
legiflature ; becaule without potl-{hung
them, congrefs could never know what,
legiflative. provifibps were necellary tor
a tull execution ot the treaty. He had
always believed that the power of making
treaties undes the conititation belonged
exclufively to the Pretident with the con-
{ent of two thirds of the fenate and that
when a treaty was once fairly acd conti
iationally made and ratified, i"became the
law.of the land, and as fuch every branch
of the government was bound to carry i
iuto exccution. ler tod™ ths,

But in order
it became neceflary to know the extent
und efef&t of the Treaty. And inthe
prelent cafe, if it fhould be found atter a
tull examination of the ritle, that the
claim of Vrance was defetlive, and ol
courie that the United States had gained
neither tesritory or fubictts by this quit
claim -which France had given us, i
nturpat-

' on for congre's to pafe laws for govern

1

ing the country. 1 he call which be pro-

poled to make; weuld therefore be con-

fined to thofe obje€ts which mult be
| known, before the legiflatare canwitha
| knowlolse of the fubject, decids how
 the treaty 1s to be carried into exccution.
| And he would take the liberty of fubmit-
| fing to the hou'e a refolution which was
| confined to thofc objeds, &.iileconded,
i would lay it on the table.

Mr. F. Kand:ph vofe and fiid, 1 hope
| the haulfe, will not agree tothis reicluti
on. 1am we!l aware of thecanlequenc-
es which may relult from-requiring pa-
pers from the executive belore the bu
nels comes fully betore the houle, ™ he
gentleman-who brings it-forward, to
varied a little in meutioniug the word
fubje?. | know 3tis a faveurite e=prefl-
on with the gentleman. The peculiar
senchanty of tome gentlemen fur this ex-
preflion, will be an excule for my vary-
ing my phrafeology. A comsilary has
been lent from France to Louiliaria, to
do that which may be neceflary, and of
which the gentleman is doubtfal, and.to
tranfmit his proceedings to the-prefident
of the Unired Stazes. - Lt appears by this
fWat provifion rs~making on the part of
France, to putusin pofjeflion of the rer-
1 ritory, and of she atizens of Lovifiana,
| as focn as'we on our part ratify the trea-
(ty. Thereis therefore aneceflity for our
making provifion to carry it into elt.
in the famous treaty with
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different from that of London—a.treaty
advantagecus and popular is made with
France. li wefind it a good treaty, we
furely ought to make provifion for it.—
Shall we 1ake an exceprion to our own
title, when France has pledged herfelt
forits validity ? $hall we refule to be put
in pofiefhon # Can any gentleman doubt
that as lar as Franc e can beftow, wehave
a titleY~Can they doubt, but that France-
has not"a title tfrom Spain? Will our
pafling an act to make provifion tor car-
rying this treatvinro effect impair our t1- |
te? IFit fhould hereatter appear that
Spain has a title, and that title is uncop-
veyed to France, it certainly will not, —
It appears to me that it will be little bet-
ter than a mockery, to enquire at this
time whether wetiavea title to this ter-
’ ritory. . So - long as we are informed by
the execuiive thar we are ro be putin pol-
feflion, and that he has powers foto do,
we-need-notmtheprefent inttance in-

‘ quire farther.

Mr. Lyn. 1rife only to obferve that
I think this refolation, has been broughr
forward ina difrelpectfulmanner.  Had
it been decent & refpeciful I theuld have
voted for it.  Itimplies that the execu-
tive has made a bargain to which he had
notitle. I wilhrhe gentleman whebro’t
this reiolution forward had fhewn a lir-
tle more refpect for the execuive. I
have tor iny own part no objection to the
documents being brought forward., [
think they fhould be brought forward.
livery p2rion might have {cen the falt
trom the newfpapere. 1only role to men-
tion the manner in which this bulinels
has been brought forward.

MrGaddavd: The objeé to be obtain-
ed by teeing the papeis requelled to be
laid *Letore us,. is to aleertaing whether
Fiance, trom whomwe have received a
cctlion of Louifiana, had derived from
3pain, any title to that country. Gen-
tlemen 1ay that it is unncccilary for'#8 1o
know this ;—that France has declared
in the treaty, that fhe has an * inconteit-
ible title to the domain-and to the p -
fethon of the faid territory.  buch -
deed are the words of the 'reaty, but |
France has n ot letr the matter here - I
that declaration had been fimply made,
there would Tiave been imore in the ar-
gpument—but the Ireaty has gone fur-
ther, and told us what that imconredih e ti-
tis?  And whatis it ? All thatide of
France to the ceded territory is derived !
from the third article of her treaty with
Spain, of the firflt O&ober, 1890, That
atticle is introduced mto the treaty, now
on our twhlés, and is nothing more than
.a promife on the part of ls Catholic ma-
j;‘”‘}', CLocedets the Fronch v'!pf.-.':."rruf:"c months
after the Jull and enisve execution ¢ 1he eondi-
* tions and FBipulitions heveiny relatrove 23 OL5 roys
Sl Bighnofs the Dukbeof Pavma, the ealiny and

-Tdonot know fir, haw the people of thi$

L 19on as the rreary was ratified by thie fes

to the ceded territory, to receive ifs pol
feflion from Spaiu and ranfmitit to us.
Is it therefore of no importance to us
to know, wherher France has any title?
If the cowzmitlary cannot receive pofiel-
fign_#rém Spain, he cannot tranimir it
tous. But fuppoie the mandaté of the
Firit conlul of Fiance.”is now law to
Spain may not the tine come whena |
different ftate of things will exifi? And
may we not, bejore we pay fifteen milli-
ous of doliars, enjuire whether our title
to the ‘Lerritory is fuand? .
Buta gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
Ranco!ph) has {aid that there is a great
difficrence between this cale and \hat of
the Britifh treaty to which he has refer.
red. Inthat cafe, fays the gentleman
the houfe of reprefenratives laid to the
prefident, © fir swe detef# yonur 14 aty”  But
this treaty the gentleman fays, has bean
hailed by th e countty as .a blefled thing,

country can have exprefled their appro-
hation of this treaty . It is now for the
firlt tune. been made public, and its
terms and condittons, have been, here-
rofors unknown, and I cannor fuppole
that the people of this country wi'l confi=
der it as a blefled thing to pay filreen mil-
lions of dollars for a country, to which
they get no title. ,
My Swilie. | remember lomething of
the kind, that has been obferved by the
luit pentleman who fpoke. and it wouid
be well to look#nto it. It was faid upon
a former ocealion that we had no right
to call for papers, and 1 fill think fo ;
but we may judge bow far jt is neceflary
now to call for them, ( Mr. 8. here read
the relolutien moved to call for papers
pending the Britilli treaty.) Ifee no oce
cafion tor o doing in the prefent ine
itanee. ]
Mr. F. Vandeiph. I thou!d he willing
to call for papers were they neceflary,
bt 1 fee no reafon for the prefe=nt relo-
laiion. ‘L he préfident has treated with
the firfl conful ot France for Louifiana ;
and the fenare has ratified the treiy —,
I French have declared that they will
f+1d a commillary to give poifeffion, =

nate. - L hat has a'ready been done, and
i can flate to this houle tharthere is now
a commiflarytliere on the pait ¢f France,

Mo Filicer, | greatly adimire the (olentg
of the genilomen who moved and tup-
ported this refolution, but I think it pree
meture.  Vhe fir(t of thele gentlemen is
not only inquifiive bur indelaiizable —
the fecond, ingenious :1;1} aniimated.—
I he pentlemen wiflito hade it alceriain-
ed whether we have a tidle to Louifiana,
I is very true we have not atained an
ablv'ure jurildiétion, becaule the terms
of the treaty are not yet complied with.
1 he wentlemen’s inquiries are vifionary,

-_f.‘""'; nce ot f.aﬂj?;.'.‘n,’ e Ciur freary
 with I'rance then goes on to {ay, * and |
whereas in parfuance of the
and particilarly il

republic has an e

L
1 8o that France
l has an incontellible title to the ceded ters
ritory, tut fhe alfo tglis us what that in-
| conteftible title is—and i{ is nothing but

conditiony relatingto the dukeol Parma.
What then do we purchale upon the
fice of the treaty 3tfeli 7 Not a country,
but liis Catholic majelty’s promiie to
cede a country at a future: ume and on
certain conditions.—Naow as tlie treaty
welt turnithes no evidence of title. we
enguire tor the evidence on tlis labjet?
We afk, have the conditions of the trea-
1.ty between France and Spain, ever been
fulfilled ¢ Have the fix manths elapfed ?
It fo, letus fee the a‘tal cethon which

- j!TL! freat SR 2 " ..

g o B Toren Y‘; L atiphtened povernment of France bas,
L] e BIEHCH L ongertain conditions, and under certain
are{lible title,” &

notouly tells us that the |

{a vromife an the pert of Spain, to cede |
{:x inenths after the fulfilment of certain |

Spain premiied tomake,  Ifnot, has |
Spuin ever waved the performance of |
thole condions, and tnereby yiclded |
the ritle 10 France? If Spain has ever

done this, we alk for the evidence ot it.

Let usknow whether 8pain aflents or dil-

{ents to our taking poflellion of the coun-

ty. 1%

[his informatien, We defite, not for
the purpofe of ratifying or reje@ing the
rreaty ; this belangs to theprefident and
{enate alone; but for the purpofe of en-
abling usfo judge, what lays, are ne-

Great Britain, objeions, almolt inau-
marable. o?'this kind was

Langua :
then held up in the E:)ufe, it was faid we

ceffary 10 be pafled, or whether any, for
the government of the country.
But itis faid1 that the treaty provides

Young as T am, and little verled in the
fubject,.I am unw:!_hngm enter at length
upon it “1he prefident "tells us that the

{tipulations conveyed Louifiana to the
U. Srates of ametica. The gentleman
Mr. (Goddard) afks will the people be
content to pay fifteen mitlion of dollars
—not{or a territory, but for a promile
It was {lipulated between France and
Spain, that 5pain fhould cede Louifiana
upon certuin copditivns to the Duke of
Partna within fix motiths, — 1 acknows
:I!vﬁ;‘_t: it 10 Le only an aflertion-of the
| French thar they have a title, and 1 con-
' fels that we do not receive at prefent any
more than theit title to the Territory.—
| No fuch conlequences can refultas thefe
| deprecatey by the gentleman ‘rom Cone
' ne€ticut--they are premature. A Trezs
'ty has heen entered into by which France
| has trausterred the right ot domain ; &
they fend a commifiary to deliver pofief-
fion tothe United States.—Now if the
treaty iz carried into-effet we mult have
alepal title, and acquire poflelion. We
ovght 19 do cvery thing in cuir. power to
carry the rreaty into effe&—for we are
not fubje®ed to pay a fing'e cent until
we are put in pofleéton. Prefuming up-
on the good faith of the French govern-
ment, we may fafely go on in_making
the provifion. 1 conceive that the argu-
ments of the two gentlemen from Con-
necticur, with their abilities, can be of
ne avail.
-~ Mr. Thatker. The pentleman from
‘Pennfylvania (Mr. Smilie) has compas-

detelt your tredty. A treaty pow very

o

that a commiffasy fhall be fent by France §

= -

i ¢ (“‘J‘J’P“")_ A

T e - e .‘




