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IMPORTANT DEBATE

O ‘Mr. R. Grifwdld’s refolution for calling on
the prefident for the evidemees of title vo the pro-
vinee of Lo uifiana. - 4

, {QowcLunEn.)

Mr. Goddard.” As I'had no right to de-
mand, I had no reafon te expect a com-
pliment from the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. Randolph.)  But although
the gentleman is not willing to. allow,
to the remarks which 1 hadthe honor to
fubmit to the houfe, when I was firft up
on this queftion, thecrédit of ingenuity,
yet as he has feen fit to beftow no fmall
attention to them, I tryft the houfe will
indulge me a few momients, while I re-
ply— L,he Gentleman has been plea‘ed
1o enquire after the hoftile (pirit, which
a@tuated e and my-political friends on

a former occafion—when this fulject was |
To what does the

under confideration. _
gentleman allude 7 Was there ever fi
a propofition hefore this houle to acquire
Louifiana by force ? Is it in the recoljec-
tion of any gentleman that this country
was deemed fo important to the United
States, that any members ofthis houle
propeled 1o go to warto acquire it! Was.
there ever indeed a propoiitian to acquire
it in any manner !

I-an{wer there was not— Look at the
report of the fecret committee made lait
feflion and now publifhed —Does it inti-
mate that it would be defirable to annex
the immenle country of Louifiana to the
United Srates ? No, the proje& to do
this is to me novel—But Sir, I do recol-

- le& at the laft feffion of Congrels, thatl

{aw the rights'of the United States on
the banks of the Mifliflippi, invaded—
her honor infulted—a noft iclemn trea-
ty infrated—the deliberate wrongs and
infults which were offered to the Unired
States, | then was, and truft [ always
fhall be, ready to redrefs, whether they
arife upon the banks of the Mifliflippi,
ot in any other quarter of the vnion—
_judging from the littleinformation which
wns then afforded us, I (heuid have been
willing to this end to have taken poflc/hi-
on of the Ifland of Orleans, uniil our
rights were reliored, although no pro-
pofition of that kind was before us - But
for this, isa wiih to involve the country
in war 10 be aleribed to me?  And that
for the purpole cf acquiring territory hot
our own ? No fir, | repeat it, no'difpo-
fitie: 1o my knowledge, was ever enter-
tained of acquiring theYl'erritory now
ceded totpe United States by torce, 28
the gentléman-fecms to infinuate-The
war-whoop has been raifed and a difpo-
Aiticn to pluiige the United States into
war, and acquire this country, per fas au!
wefas, afcribed tous; but I did not ex-
pect to have feen countenance given to
it here—I then felt and now teel the im-
putation to be unjuft, at the fame time
1am ready to acknowledge the exiflence
ot a difpofition to redreis the wrongs of
my couutry - But I admit the navigation
of the river Muflifippi co be valtiy im-
‘portant, that great [acrifices onght to be
made to fecure it to 1 v: United States—
and fuppole T admit tor argument fake,
that we were dilpoled togo to war to fe-
cure it—-What follows? A different
courfe has been perfued—A Treaty is
now prefented to-us, by which it s faid
Louifiana is ceded tothe United States,
are we' precluded from enquiring whe-
ther any title” has been acquired to the
ceded countty? Are we notto be per-
mitted to enquire, whether the feeds of
future war are rot fown by this ceflion !

Are we, §it, to pay fitteen millions of |

dollars for the purchale and {till go to
Ywar with Spain for the pofiefion of the
country? May we not defire, gentlemen.
to give s, war br peace? 1f the country
mult be had, let us-either acquire it by
force, “or it we purchale ity let us have
the peaceable pofieflion. We requeft do-
cuments, it any there are, which will
prove to us that France, of whom we
have purchaled, had anytitle —'I'he T'rea-
1y does not fhew this, ‘but 1he reverie--
A genitigman from Virginia (Mr. Ran-
dolph) has faid, that France has declar
ed to us in the treaty, that fhe has anin-
conteftible title 1o the domain and pol-
iction of the ceded country.

RALEIGH, (x. c.

.. Thatitis
the bufinefs of France 1o lee to it that

we have the quiet and peaceable pofle(-
fion, and that this ought to farisfy us—
Had this T'reaty left the matter in afim-
ple declaration on the part: of Francé,
that her title to’ the ceded territory was
inconteftible, it would have been a very
different thing ; but the is careful to ex-
plain this declaration, and ftate to us
clearly, what that tirleis, and fir, let

-lany perfon read the third article of the

T'reaty of Art. 1, 1800, between France
and Spain, and they will lee, thaf noti-
tle is thereby acquired by France—It 1s
true, that his catholic Majélty, promifes
tocede the country to Fiance-<-But when,
Six moaths after the full and entire exe-

And France cedes her right, acquired in
virtueof that article, to thé Unired States,
which is in other words, her right 1o
'the King ot Spaia’« conditional promite
| =10 know whether this promife is bind-
ling in Spain, we a'k 10 be infogmed,
' whatis this treaty ? Has Francee er-
| formed them ? Is Spain fatisfied on this
| fubject, and has Spain made the propol-
1ed ceflion ? If not, has fhe waved their
| performance ? In either cafe France may
| have acquired a good title—DBut it they
- have not been fulhlled, or waved the had
| none —If none, nonc could be conveyed
to ug, and the confequence is, that we

cution of certain conditions and ftipula- |
tions relative to the Duke ot Parma.— |

3

buy a conditional promile made by Spain
to France, to cede the terrirory in quel-
tion and the conditions not fulfilled —
But it has been anfwered that we do net
pay our money until we get pofleflion—
[ admit it, but fuppofe as 1 have hefore
laid, -that Spain yielding to imperious
circumitances, does not at prefent refiil

tle are on our fide - \When the politics
of Evrope fhall affume a different ofpect,
Spain may 1e-aflert her right, and lay 10
us, this was mere ulurpation on the part
of France—we never did cede this coun-
try to her ; a promife to be fure was made
to cede on conditions ; thofe conditions
were never fulfilled’; you bought with
your exes open ; your title is unlound, &
you knew it at the time of the purchale;
reitore to us a conmtry, of which we
have been unjultly deprived 5 ought we
pot tadee to1i, that Spain can have no
{uch claim upon us, before we purchafe ¢
‘And thonld we not, in.czfe of afuiure
conteil “eith Spain on this {u'ject, pro-
ceed wih much morz confidence, it we
kncw that the title as we'l as the poflef-
' fion is inus ? - Bur fuppole Spain fhould
wrelt it from ns, and application thould,
be nadeto France forindemnity--\Waou!

not fhe alfo fay, you bought wirh full no-
rice of what our title was.  Look ar your
Treaty —it fays we had oniy 2 condirinnul
[pmmiie from Spaint to Ceue in us 3 ek
' ritle as we b, invirtue of that promile,
| we gave to you and you paid us for no-

' Twill fuppolfe fir, that this P'reary had ii-

our taking poileflion, is it of no impor- l
tance to us to fee to it, that rightand ti- |

| thing mere, [2:tle that matter with Spaity |

Huch weuld be thie tanana,
1511;\1:0!:,(13, we had purchale
fland of Malta of Great Britain

hafed the [-
fhe

|
|
= ot Franc . |
|

ltold us that her ritle was derived from |

the 1reaty of Amiens, and fhe called it |

an inconteitible tit'z, and offered to de-
liver to us the pmi’uﬁmﬂn ; facnld e be
(atisfed with this, or hou'd wa not call

| for that tieaty, ani lee what were 115 con- 1

ditions and {lip iations?
thould ; aud what Jdilercriceis there be-

tore, 1contend it is highly proper that
we fhould fee thie docnments, il any there

1itle to the ceded territory 5 -Gentlenien
have taken various methods to get rid of
this claim ; onegentleman refers us to
newlpeperinformation ; the learned gen-
tleman from New-Yotk hae rcferred us
vo—what-is-well knewm throo:hout all
| Europe 3 fuppofe with all due dumiltitys
we acknowledge our fgnorance of what
is fo well known in Europe ; what ol
lows ? | Why, that we hive more ngod
~f the information we now feek, to en-
able us to form correct opinions ontiie
| fubject before us ; ° this gearleman and
| his friend from Virginia, have alio un-
i dertaken to tell us-about this Treaty
which we wifh to fee, and [ thould have
regretted that the word * bundsries” had
been made ufe of - had it not givén the
wwo learned gentlemen an oppotiunity
to diiplay their information on this fub-
jelt—altho’, I mufl confels it is but a
{mall bafe, on which to reft o largea

tween the two caiv: 2 In this cale there- |

l

b

[ truft we |

's
|
|

are, which prove thit France had any therefore;-as it was a private treaty, the

|
|
|

.

| uperitructure, as they have ere@ed ; Wit £
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but although this information may be
very ufeful, yet as the reprefentatives of
a free people, we ought to be fatisfied
with nothing fhert of informatién that is
official. Indeed if gentlemen who are
more favored than we, have had accefs
to thefe dacuments, it a majority of this
houfe have information enough to guide
them, ought they hot to be willing to
give td aminority, fuch In"ormatien as
miay enable them alloto forim correct o-
pinions ? But fir, it is faid, (hat this clarm
tor informarion, m#itates againft the
principles avowed cn a former occafion,
“by thole for whofe political opinions, 1
have the highicft refpeét 5 I {hould be ve-
ry unwil ingto impugn the doétrne then
advanced 3 but even if it fhovldy let nie
fay to gentlemen who now refift the
cluim, that if the dotrine that this houle
bad a right 19 docaments to judye ot a |
['rr.-':.-.'{‘. btefore they vote to carry itin-
i cffe€t was- then corre€t, itis now
corréct, and that cale forms a prece-
dent. But our claim now'is not
at variance with the dotrine then held.
T'he Prefident has fent us this treaty bv
Meflage, in which weare called upon to
take the neceflary meafures for taking
pofleflion ot, and preferving order and
tranquility, in the ceded couniry—Belore
we do this, we wifh to know whether it
isin truth ours - Spain is in pofichion—
it did belong to her—we afk wherher fhe
confents to our exereifing jurisdiction o-
verit; if fhe does onecouric may be pro-
per, if not and we mean to have the pol
feflion and to exercite jurifdiction, a very
different courle will become neceflary

nulated that Spain fhinuld costinue i pol
feflion of Louifianigdor ten years and’ 1n
the mean time, every*ocher fiipulauén
of the treaty had been fulfilled, arthe
and of thiat time, the Prefident calls on
us 10 make laws to take pofleflion of, and
govern the cauntry=~\We then enquire,
does Spain conlent, or does (hcretule to
give up the poffeflion I 1s not fuch ingui-
ry propcr and neceflary, and may 1t not
be made withouttrenching on thie ‘1rea-
ty making power, which belongs to the
Prefident in:! senate F 1 conceive it may
—But .the gentleman from Maryland,
Mr. Wicholfen, has faid that it isonly.a
queftion about a little ime which may le
fpent i eralling e neceflary Taws, and
it we never get pofleion, it can do no
hure ; but T conczive we fhould makea
ridiculous.figure in enadting lows for a
forcign country : v governing people.)
who have a0 conneétion with us. ~ Asto

¢ Together with a copy of the inftru.
ment of ceffion from Spain, executedin
purfuance of the fame treaty corveying-
Louifiana to France, (ifany fuch inftru-
ment exilts.”) '

The queflion was taken, that the Houfe
doagree to the fiid fecond mémber of
the motion as fo amended, And pafled
in the negative. : : 4

‘I he thitd member of 1the faid motion
being again read, in the wozds following,
to wit = 9 : :

* Alfo copies of fuch correfpondence
bertveen the government of the United
States and the government or Miniiter
of Spain, (ifany {uch correlppndence
has tuken place) as will fhow the affent
or diflent of Spain to the purchufe of
Louifiana by the U. States.”

Tle queltion was taken, that the houle
do ugree to the faid third member of the
motion, )

And pafied in the negative. \

'} he fourth and lalt member of the faid
motion being again read, inthe words

‘following, to wit =

¢ L'egether with eopies of fuch other
documeiits as may be in rthe déparinient
of State, or any other acpartm: nt ot (! L
government, tciding to alcertam v hc-
ther the *United Srates have in facl, ac-
quired apy ritle to the province ol | oyla
ana by the ireatics with Fras ci Me
thirtieth of april, one thouind zigat
hondred an i ihree” o
I he queflivn was 1.leen; that b > houfe
do apree to the faia fourthand ) - meme
ber of the mo 1on,
And paled 1 the negative. '
Anciher motion was then made 3d
feconded to amend the laid woior 7
2dting to the enid of the firi’ memior
thereof, as asreed to Ly the houle the
words tollowing. to wi” .
“ together with a copy of unv inftru-
ment in poflcfion =t the Exccutive,
thewing it the Spanifh government hag
crdered the province ot Louifiana tibe
delivered to H‘hc Commiflary or other as
gent of the French government.
And the queflion being takcn, that
the houfe do agree 1o the faidamendment
o I'hL' lllnliun. . v
It was refolved in the afhrmative.

And then, the main quesltion being -
put. 1thet the houle do dgree to the faid
motion, as originally - propofed, anenda
ed 1o read as followeth s
¢ Relvlved, that the prefident of the UL
States be requelted to caule to be lai
before this houle, acopy of the treaty
berween the French Republic and Spain,

the Ipecific motion of the genticman from |
Iew-York (Mr. Mirchell) o pollpone |
the further confideration of this quetlion |
until May next, it 15 fingular imdead.
We eall for information which we deem
neceflary to enable us to act with under-
ffanding on this fubject 3 the gentleman
is cood enough to sy to us, act-firlt & |
tYien vou fha [ have the intormaiicii; 2 i
foealur faveur this;  Toruft this morion
will not prevail, but that the original re
folution offered by my colleague will be
ugri-cd to. 1
Mr. Nichdf 1 [hallvotetfor one part
ofrthe refulution s which goesto pfler-
tain whethier the executive 1s in poitelli-
on of proot of the confent of Spain. |
thinks they can prove this, and lamany
jous that it fhould be done. {
Me. Eflire. ‘LThe treaty of Idelfonfo, |
was a fecrettreaty. I belicve neither the
conful nor the king of Spain, could dif
clofe it witholit a breach of faith, It

prefident may have had ouly privatein-
formation of the tact, whichin fich cafe
it might be imprepér-for him to difclofe.

A divifion of the queltion on the faid
mhotion was now calledtor: Whereupon,

‘I Le firft heiaber thereof, beingagain
tead, in the words toflowing to wit:

* Refolved, That the prefident of the
United States berequefted to caufe to be
laid before this Hoale a copy of the trea-
‘ty beiween the French Republic and
Spain, of the 1{t ot O¢tober, 1800.

| he queftion was takeri, thai thehoufe
do agree to the [aid firll member of the
motion, “Y% :

And refolved in the affirmative—The
houle being equally divided,

And Mr. Speaker declating himfelf
with the yeas.

Llie fecorid member of the faid motion.
being auain read, and emended atthe
Clerk’s table in the words following, to

'l

ot the Arlt of O&uber, one thoufand
¢l hundied tegether with a copy of
anyinlirumest in ;u)ﬂ:'lfion of the exccus
Hve. thewing that the spantth poverns
ment lies crdereil the provinee ol Louie
fiana to Le dJelivered to rhe Commiffary
ot other agent ot «the*French govern.
mens.’

) he yead and navs being demanded
by oue fitih of the members preient.

Thole who voted in fuvour of themo-
*inn are

[0 ~reher, Willlam Blackledge,
William Chamberling Martin Chitten-
A, Cltron Glagert,“Uhomas Claiborne;
Matrhicw Clay, John Cloprom, Samuel
W. Dana, John~Davenpor: homas -
Dwipte, |ohn Farle, Peter Fariy, Cal
vin Goddrd, Peterfon Goodwya, Tho-
mas Grithn, G. Grilwold, R. Grilwold,
scth 1aftings, Daniel Hgifter, Dasnid
Holmes, David Hough. Benjamin Hu-
ger, Samuel Hunt, Walter | nes, Wil-
liam Keonnedy, Jofeph Lewis, juniot,
Thomas Lewis, Henry \W. Livingon.
Matthew Lyon, William M'Cyeery,
Nahum Mitchell, Nicho!as R. Moare,
Jofeph H, Nichollou, Thomas Plater,
sSamuel D. Purviance, Jacoh Richards,

Caefar A. Rodney, Eralfus Root, Jothua

Sands, John Cotton Smith, John Smith
of New-York, John Smith of Virginiag
William Stedmany James Stephenfon,
Samnuel aggart, Samuel Uenney, Sa.
muel 1 hatcher, David ‘| homas, Philip
R. Thomplon, John Trigg, ~Jofesit B.
Varnuom, Peleg Wadlw . Lemuel
Williams, Marmaduke Willlams,  Jo
{feph Winfton and Thomas Wynns. * 57.
. Thole who vetedin the negarive, are

Willis Alfton, juniot, Nathaniel Alex~
ander, Ifaac Anderfon,” David Bard,
Geotge Michael Bedinger, Jobn Boyle,
Robert Brown, Will:am Butler, George
W. Gampbell, Levi Cafey, Jofeph Clays
}Frederick Comad; Jacob Crowning"

| fhield, -Richard Cutts, John Q!?‘Ollv




